
Form No 10-300 , \Q 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

D/VTA SHEEI 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED "^^ ' 

DATE ENTERED SEP W7 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

Q N A M E 
HISTORIC -jjt-lJt M i l f o r d Tovm H a l l 

AND/OR COMMON 
Same 

QLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

52 Ma in S t r e e t 
_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
M i l f o r d 3 r d 

VICINITY OF 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 01757 W o r c e s t e r 027 

CLASSIFICATION 

O W N E R S H I P C A T E G O R Y 

—DISTRICT 

J?BUiLDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

^.PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDEflED -

S T A T U S 
X 

—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

^-YES: RESTRICTED 

^ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

P R E S E N T U S E 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

ENTERTAINMENT 

IGOVERNMENT 

JNDUSTRIAL 

-MILITARY 

X 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
^'^^^ " " Town o f M i l f o r d 

STREET & NUMBER 

52 Main Street 
CITY, TOWN 

M i l f o r d VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 01757 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Worcester county Registry of Deeds 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

2 Main s t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

Worcester 
STATE 

Massachusetts 01608 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the commonwealth 

DATE 
1976 -FEDERAL i isTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l commission 

CITY, TOWN 
Boston 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 



B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

•rtie Milford Town Hall i s located i n the center of the business d i s t r i c t on Main Street 
i n downtown Milford. The building i s situated on a small p l o t of land (7/8 of an acre) 
and i s bounded by the sidewalk area i n f r o n t , and parking l o t areas on the side and 
rear. The landscaping w i t h i n these borders i s grass and shrubbery. 

The Renaissance Revival Town Hall was designed by Thomas W. Silloway, and was b u i l t 
between 1853 and 1858. I t i s a two story structure which s i t s on a brick foundation. 
Ttie walls are sheathed with clapboards, now painted white. A wide molded water ta^le 
defines the ground and main f l o o r s , and acts as a continuous l i n k at the heads of 
the ground f l o o r windows. The building's wide entablature i s ornamented at the f r i e z e 
by alternating triglyphs and patera motifs, and by a modillioned cornice an the over­
hanging eaves. Throughout the building, each bay i s separated by a p i l a s t e r . These 
pi l a s t e r s are doubled around each corner of the structure. The pi l a s t e r s on the ground 
f l o o r are rusticated horizontal blocks. On the main f l o o r the p i l a s t e r s are decorated 
by molded bases, f l u t i n g , and ornamented capitals supporting the building's f l a t 
architrave. 

The three bay facade faces northwest toward Main Street. In the center of the facade 
is the recessed entrance to the ground f l o o r , which i s flanked by two wide segmental 
arched bays. Di r e c t l y above the entryway, on the main f l o o r i s a round topped window 
with a twisted balustrade beneath, and a molded arched panel above. To either side of 
the central window are i d e n t i c a l 15/15 windows framed by molded architraves, headed 
by a f u l l entablature with a keystone, and crowned by a projecting triangular pediment. 
T̂ he gable pediment i s distinguished by Palladian window v/ith Baroque d e t a i l . 

Both of the side elevations are i d e n t i c a l . They are ten bays deep, including the f i r e 
bay projecting section of the cross axis. This 1900 rear section contains a recessed 
entrance, and a round window i n the gable pediment on both elevations. Fenestration 
i s 10/10 on the graiund f l o o r , 15/15 on the main. The ground f l o o r windows are headed 
by a semi e l l i p t i c a l entablature with a large keystone. The elaborate main f l o o r 
windows are headed by a complete entablature with keystone, and by alternating triangular 
and arched projecting pediments. The treatment of the elevations i s continued on 
the 5 bay rear elevation. 

The elaborately ornamented cupola which surmounts the building is nearly 50 feet i n 
height. There is a round clock with Baroque s c r o l l t r i m on each of the four sides 
of the base whose corners are quoined. The overhanging cornice i s dentiled and grace­
f u l l y molded. The t a l l e r , narrower bS11 housing has four arched openings, each with 
a delicate balustrade. Each arch i s flanked by a composite p i l a s t e r , and i s headed 
by a molded architrave, dentiled cornice, and broken s c r o l l pediment. The t h i r d and 
f i n a l stage of the cupola i s a hexagonal gold dome with a metal replica of the o r i g i n a l 
handcarved eagle standing on top. 

The basement of the Town Hall houses the local j a i l c e l l s . Town offices are located on 
the ground f l o o r , and there i s a large meeting room with a stage and balconies on the 
main f l o o r . 

The cross a x i a l rear section of the building was added i n 1900 to meet the needs of the 
growing town. The building was o r i g i n a l l y painted yellow and sanded to imitate stone. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Milford Town Hall is s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the most outstanding landmarks i n town 
not only fo r i t s r i c h a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e , but also as a building which has played 
an i n t e g r a l part i n the history of Milford's government. The Town Hall has served 
as a meeting place for a l l branches of loc a l government for approximately 125 years. 

The Town Hall i s the most prominent building i n the Main Street area. Construction 
began i n 1853, and was completed i n 1858. The building replaced the old Town House 
formerly located at the rear of the present structure, which for eight years had been 
the public meeting house. The basement of the Town Hall o r i g i n a l l y housed a market. 

The uSe of wood rather than granite makes the Town Hall's construction unique t o 
the other town buildings. Milford's pink granite has played an important role 
nationally as a source of beautiful yet durable building material. A l l of the other 
main pi±ilic buildings are constructed out of t h i s granite. The exception of the Town 
Hall i s important, as the building i s a f i n e example of a wooden Renaissance Revival 
s t y l e . 
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