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rtie Milford Town Hall i slocated i nthecenter of t hebusiness district on Main Street
in downtown Milford. The building i ssituated on asmall plot of land (7/8 of an acre)
and i sbounded byt hesidewal k area i nfront, and parking!l ot areas on theside and
rear. The landscaping within these borders i sgrass and shrubbery.

The Renai ssance Revival Town Hall was designed by Thonas W Silloway, and was built
between 1853 and 1858. | ti satwostory structure which sits on abrick foundation.
Ttie wal | s ar e sheathed with clapboards, now paintedwhite. Aw de nolded water ta™le
defines theground and main floors, and acts as a continuous link at t heheads of

the ground floor windows. The building's wde entablature i sornanented at thefrieze
by alternating triglyphs and patera motifs, and by a modillioned cornice ant heover-
hangi ng eaves. Throughout thehbuilding, each bay i sseparated by apilaster. These
pilasters aredoubled around each corner of thestructure. The pilasters onthe ground
floor arerusticated horizontal blocks. Q1themin floor the pilasters aredecorated
by nol ded bases, fluting, and ornanented capitals supportingthebuilding's flat
architrave.

The three bay facade faces northwest toward Main Street. | nthecenter of the facade
is therecessed entrance totheground floor, which i sflanked by two wi de segmental
arched bays. Directly above t heentryway, onthemin floor i saround topped w ndow
with atwisted balustrade beneath, and a nmol ded arched panel above. Toeither sideof
the central window areidentical 15/15wi ndows framed by nolded architraves, headed

by afull entablature with a keystone, and crowned by aprojecting triangular pediment.
TYe gabl e pediment i s distinguished by Palladian wi ndow v/ith Baroque detail.

Both of t heside elevations areidentical. They areten bays deep, including the fire
bay projecting section of thecross axis. This 1900 rear section contains a recessed
entrance, and around window i nt hegable pediment on both elevations. Fenestration

is 10/10 ont hegraiund floor, 15/15 onthemin. The ground floor wi ndows ar e headed

by asem elliptical entablature with alarge keystone. The elaboratemin floor

wi ndows ar e headed by a conplete entablature with keystone, and byalternating triangular
and arched projecting pediments. The treatment of t heelevations i scontinued on

the 5 bay rear elevation.

The el aborately ornamented cupola which surmounts thebuilding isnearly 50feet i n
height. There i saround clock with Baroque scroll trim on each of thefour sides

of t hebase whose corners arequoined. The overhanging cornice i sdentiled and grace-
fully molded. The taller, narrower bS11 housing has four arched openings, each with

a delicate balustrade. Each arch i sflanked by a conposite pilaster, and i sheaded

by anolded architrave, dentiled cornice, and broken scroll pediment. The third and
final stage of thecupola i sahexagonal gold dorme with ametal replica of theoriginal
handcarved eagle standing on top.

The basenent of t he Town Hall houses thelocal jail cells. Town offices arelocatedon
the ground floor, andthere i salarge meeting roomwith a stage and bal conies on the
main floor.

The cross axial rear section of thebuilding was added i n1900 t o neet t heneeds of the
growing town. The building was originally paintedyellowand sanded t oimtate stone.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Milford Town Hall i ssignificant as oneof thenost outstanding |andmarks i ntown
not only for itsricharchitectural style, but also as abuilding which has played

an integral part i nthehistory of Mlford' s government. The Town Hall has served

as a meeting place for al |l branches of local governnent for approximately 125years.

The Town Hall i sthenost prom nent building i ntheMin Street area. Construction
began i n 1853, and was conpleted i n1858. Thebuilding replaced theold Town House
formerly located at therear of the present structure, which for eight years had been
the public neeting house. Thebasement of t he Town Hall originallyhoused a market.

The uSe of wood rather than granite makes t he Town Hall's construction uniquet o
the other town buildings. Mlford s pink granite has played an important role

nationally as a source of beautiful yet durable building material. All of t heother
main pixilic buildings areconstructed out of this granite. Theexception of the Town
Hal | i simportant, asthebuilding i safine exanple of a wooden Renai ssance Revival

style.
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