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" The Russell Street lot on which this double pile Federal
house, with central stair hall, was

sold in 1810 by Captain Jodgph Stoodley, a "mariner'" who
had purchased the major portion of the lot with an older
dwelling in 1802 from Samuel Fernald, "merchant" for $1500.
In 1810, when Stoodley sold that house and land, plus an
additional ten foot section along one side, he had paid
$5.00 in taxes on a building in 1809 and $4.00 in 1810.
The old building and two lots were sold to Simeon P. Smith
in June, 1810 for $1300.

The Portsmouth;City Tax Lists for 1811 list Joseph Stoodley
as "gone" and Aists a building tax against the name of
Simeon Smithy/'"cooper". The building tax in 1811 was $7.50
(the amount Smith continued to pay for many years), indicat-
ing a new building erected on the two lots between 1810 and
1811. o
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== The house built for cooper Smith was a handsome Federal de-
sign of four rooms and a wide hallway on each of the two
main floors. Two brick chimney stacks divide each pair of
rooms on either side of the hall, piercing the roofline at
the ridge which runs parallel to the street. The fenes-
tration of the facade is balanced by a pair of windows with
Federal window caps on the first story located on either
‘gide andabove the main entrance. That doorway is enframed
by pilasters and a triangular pediment over a row of window
:’.u;-:.l‘ifgn'hi{:é;f L A AN (SO S RS

The end wall contained four windows on each story and a
single attic gable window on each end, except where a later
exterior entrance and stairway on the northern end has al-
tered the original fenestration. Originally sheathed with
_clapboards, modern owners have covered the exterior with
‘asbestos and replaced earlier sash with two-over-two through;
out.
Within, the central hallway contains fine Federal cormice
work, an interior arch before the stairway which rises in
the rear half of the house, and most of the Federal trim
and doorway locations throughout. The eastern half of the
house retains original Federal mantéls. Other finish work
survives intact. North of the central hall, later owners A
remodeled the dwelling with the simplest Greek Revival /¢
places and less elaborate detailing. Except for thege‘altqﬁ g(\Y/\
ations, the four-square Federal house survives nea#ly aS.yp 42%274>\
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One of a handful of dated vernacular Federal houses of middle-
class Portsmouth in the years just prior tofghe great fire of
1813 which led to the Federal re-building ofncommercial city
center, the Simeon P. Smith house reflects the combination of
current decorative detailing with a backward looking Georgian
floor plan. Exterior architectural elements - the triangular
pediment for example, which lacks fanlight, reflectsthe
transitional position of the house in the full development of
the Federal style for which the City is known.

A comparitively large house in scale, the dwelling was built
to nearly the full width of the enlarged urban lot of 1810.
Like most houses in the city, it faced its length directly
along the street to leave a maximum amount of land behind.
Surviving into the mid-twentieth century, as it has, with a
major portion of its form and finish largely. unaltered, the
Simeon P. Smith house represents the type of housing which
was available to Portsmouth craftsmen in the early.-decades of
the nineteenth century. T
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Brewster, Charles: RAMBLES ABOUT PORTSMOUTH, (Portsmouth,1959)
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Chase, Robert S. and James Garvan:PORTSMOUTH-AN ARCHITECTURAL
EVOLUTION 1664-1890", NEW HAMPSHIRE PROFILES, (December, 1970)

Howells, John Mead: THE-AREHZT

FECTBRAE-HERITAGE-OF-FHE-PISCATA-

QUA (New York, 1964)
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NAME AND TITLE:"- -

Joan J. Goodwin

ORGANIZATION

Portsmouth Housing Authoritv.

DATE

t_NOV“;

1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

{225 Vaughan Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Portsmouth

STATE

CODE

33

New Hampshire

As the designated State Liaison Officer for te Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register gr;giAcgrtify, that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service,
is nomination is:
State [

The recommended
level of significance g

O

National

Name - .Y
€orge) Eilman
Title _Skate LijAison Officer
\/
Date February 10, 1972
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National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in

(o

the

Chief, Office of Archeology and" toric Preservation
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