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Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X private 
X public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)
_ building(s) 

X district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing 

81

2

83

Noncontributing 
64

0

64

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A _____________

Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the National Register

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single & multiple dwellings______ 
COMMERCE/TRADE: stores_______________
PUBLIC: schools, library______________ 
AGRICULTURAL: storage: agricultural outbuildings 
LANDSCAPE: natural feature __________

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single & multiple dwellings_________
COMMERCE/TRADE: stores_____________________
PUBLIC: schools, library_________________
AGRICULTURAL: storage: agricultural outbuildings 
LANDSCAPE: natural feature
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Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Victorian Eclectic___________
LATE 19TH & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: 
Bungalows. Commercial Style____________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: sandstone. CONCRETE 
walls BRICK. WOOD: Weatherboard. STUCCO

roof ASPHALT 
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

Site

Hurricane is located in the southwest corner of Utah, 18 miles northeast of St. George, the county seat 
and largest city in the region. The town contains a population of approximately 4,500 people, and is 
built upon a grid of five acre blocks separated by wide streets. The Hurricane Historic District is located 
in the center of town and contains a variety of buildings from three primary building phases: 1906- 
1920, 1920-1940, and 1945-present. The district covers an area of approximately twelve square blocks, 
with 121 primary buildings and 24 outbuildings. Of these, 66 of the buildings and 15 of the 
outbuildings contribute to the historic character of the district. Although out-of-period structures are 
found throughout the area, the district retains its overall historic feeling and association.

Commercial buildings dominate the core of the district along Main Street, with houses radiating into the 
surrounding blocks. Though each block is divided into four lots, most blocks contain 12-15 houses, 
with moderate front yards and varying set-backs. Residential blocks are characterized by open interiors, 
where a number of outbuildings are located. The oldest houses are located on corner lots. An 
abundance of mature trees, especially oak, fruit, and nut varieties, line the residential streets. Sandstone 
gutters are found on the east side of Main Street between 200 South and 300 South; elsewhere the 
gutters are concrete or nonexistent. Sidewalks are found only in front of the commercial buildings on 
Main Street, where the buildings are joined to each other and built flush with the sidewalk.

The surrounding landscape of Hurricane is characterized by dramatic red and black rock outcroppings 
and scrubbrush. The natural landscape along the eastern boundary of the district consists of a rugged 
cliff that rises sharply for a distance of approximately 300 feet. The Hurricane Canal runs along the side 
of this ridge, which provides a distinctive visual boundary for the district. Two historic rock and 
concrete water cisterns (c. 1909) are located next to the canal at the north edge of the district 
boundaries.

Residential Buildings

Domestic structures within the Hurricane Historic District are primarily Victorian eclectic cross-wing 
houses, single-story Foursquare cottages, Bungalows, and Period Revival cottages that were built 
between 19068 and 1940. Later infill construction consists of post-WWII cottages and modern ranch 
houses. The houses are relatively small one or one-and-a-half story single family residences that contain 
little exterior embellishment. Detailing, where present, is usually subtle and of Greek Revival or 
Victorian eclectic style. The Victorian houses are characterized by asymmetrical facades, arched brick 
lintels over double-hung windows, and patterned

wood shingles on gable roof ends. The Bungalows and Foursquare cottages are distinguished by low, 
hipped rooflines and simple, rectangular footprints. The Bungalows have large porches and wide 
overhanging eaves. Period Revival Cottages are characterized by picturesque irregular massing and

X See continuation sheets
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decorative exterior materials. The post-WWII cottages are identified by simple, square plans and narrow 
eaves over hipped roofs. The long, rectangular ranch houses follow horizontal plans with elongated 
facades.

Red brick is the most common building material among all housing types, though several houses are 
constructed of frame. Approximately ten percent of the houses (both brick and frame) have been 
covered with stucco. Foundations of the earliest structures are sandstone, while the later buildings 
contain concrete foundations. The most common roofing material is asphalt shingle, a non-original 
material. Almost all of the houses contain frame or brick porches, most of which maintain their original 
appearance. Large picture windows are present in many of the houses, especially among the 
Bungalows, Foursquare cottages, and ranch houses.

Among all houses in the district, the Victorian houses and Bungalows along Main Street retain the 
highest level of integrity. Newer buildings which are found throughout the district are compatible in 
scale and materials with the historic structures and do not overwhelm the character of the district.

Commercial & Public Buildings

Historic commercial buildings in the Hurricane Historic District are one-part or two-part block buildings, 
constructed from local brick between 1911 and 1922. Like the houses, these buildings exhibit minor 
stylistic characteristics which are predominantly Victorian eclectic. Modestly decorative brick patterns 
form a common detail element on the upper story of these early structures. Many of them have been 
covered in stucco. Large display windows and recessed entries are also recurrent. A later commercial 
building is the Spanish Colonial Revival style Dixie Hotel (c. 1925) which is located at 73 South Main.

Out-of-period commercial buildings within the district are similar in scale to the historic structures but 
exhibit modern signage and detailing. Brick veneer and aluminum and vinyl siding are the dominant 
exterior materials of these post-WWII buildings.

The Hurricane Historic District includes a concentration of public institutional buildings in two blocks 
along 100 West, between State Street and 100 South. Most of these are red brick PWA Moderne 
structures that were built in the 1930's. The 1938 Hurricane City Hall/Library (35 West State) is 
surrounded by a town square and outdoor pioneer park museum. Three public schools (two 
contributing), an out-of-period gymnasium, and playgrounds are located within this complex.

Outbuildings

A number of outbuildings, including barns, granaries, and sheds are found throughout the district. The 
block between 200-300 South, Main Street-100 East contains four contributing barns and two granaries, 
all of which probably date from the earliest years of the town's history. Like the houses, most of the 
single-cell granaries are constructed of red brick, with gabled roofs. These granaries generally contain 
less than 200 square feet. The large frame barns are somewhat deteriorated but retain their historic

X See continuation sheets
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integrity. Most barns contain two levels, with spaces for livestock on the main level and agricultural 
storage above.

See continuation sheet
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" on one or more lines for the criteria 
qualifying the property for National Register listing.)
X A Property is associated with events that have 

made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" on all that apply.)

Property is:
_ A owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.
_ B removed from its original location. 
_ C a birthplace or grave. 
_ D a cemetery. 
_ E a reconstructed building, object, or

structure.
_ F a commemorative property. 
_ 6 less than 50 years of age or achieved

significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL HISTORY_______________
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT__________
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
AGRICULTURE

Period of Significance
1906-1940

Significant Dates
1906-1940

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A______________________
Cultural Affiliation

N/A___ _____ ___

Architect/Builder
N/A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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_ University 
_ Other
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Hurricane Historic District is locally significant, both architecturally and historically, because it 
represents the social, economic, and architectural history of Hurricane, Utah. The district is significant 
under Criterion C for its concentration of intact examples of residential and commercial buildings that 
were built during each major construction period of the community's early history, from the town's 
founding in 1906 through 1940. The district accurately represents the full range of architectural styles, 
types, and construction materials found in Hurricane. The district is also significant under Criterion A for 
its representation of early agricultural family settlement patterns and local community growth. Hurricane 
experienced steady expansion as an agrarian community after the Hurricane Canal provided crop 
irrigation for new residents in 1904. The town continued to develop as an agricultural settlement until 
the beginning of World War II. 1

Canal Building, 1893-1908

Early pioneers had occupied the region for many years before Hurricane was established. The nearby 
Virgin River valley, settled by Mormons in 1862, had become heavily overstocked and overgrazed by 
the late 19th century. Because most natural vegetation had been destroyed, spring rains and thaws 
created severe agricultural erosion problems for residents of the valley. Intense population growth in the 
1870's and 1880's placed additional strain on available lands. By 1890, residents of the valley were 
desperate for additional agricultural property. They wanted to remain close to their families in Virgin, 
and looked to the Hurricane bench as a possibility for expansion. They believed the soil was highly 
fertile and would support crops if the land could be irrigated.2

After several years of feasibility studies by various investors, an elaborate canal was built at the turn of 
the century. Over the first nine years of the project, few original stockholders remained. Financial 
difficulties troubled the enterprise, and it was near total failure in 1902. James Jepson, president of the 
Hurricane Canal Company, successfully lobbied officials at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints (Mormon Church) headquarters in Salt Lake City for intervention. They invested $5,000 into the 
project, which provided the needed capital to complete the canal. With irrigation underway, Hurricane

that time, tourism and retirement have been the greatest sources of Hurricane's growth. Although 
agriculture continues to be a major force in the local economy, it is no longer the dominant stimulant for 
community expansion.

2Bradshaw, 405.

X See continuation sheet
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quickly became known by locals as "Utah's Fruit Basket/ 1 renowned for its abundant vineyards, fruits, 
and nut orchards. 3

When more than 100 people gathered for a rally in August of 1904 to watch water flow into their new 
homeland, a story was told of an 1865 incident involving Mormon church leader Erastus Snow. Snow 
was travelling through the area when a sudden gust of wind blew the top off of his buggy. He 
exclaimed, "My, that was a hurricane! We'll call this Hurricane hill." The people at the rally cheered 
and decided to name their new town "Hurricane" (pronounced "Hurricun" by locals). 4 Ironically, the 
area boasts of a mild climate throughout the year.

The town was surveyed in 1896, but the first permanent structures were not built until 1906. Earlier 
town residents lived in tents, dugouts, or granaries while they built permanent homes;5 few of these 
early structures remain.

Early Residential Growth. 1906-1930

Although Hurricane was founded several years later than most Utah communities,6 the town follows a 
tradition of early Mormon settlements, utilizing the characteristic layout of carefully planned, gridded 
streets. 7 Agrarian families (mostly Mormon), settled on 1.25 acre plots that were assigned to them in 
return for investment in the Hurricane Canal Project. The Hurricane Canal Company assigned lots and 
approved building activity for the town, but retained title to all property until the mid-1910's. The 
earliest permanent homes were located on corners, with the central portion of the blocks reserved for 
gardens, outbuildings, and small livestock. A number of these early agricultural structures remain. In 
addition to the residential lots, each investor received 20 acres of farmland outside the town.8

Early families built houses of frame or brick, in Victorian or Bungalow styles. Few buildings were 
fashioned with ornate embellishment. The early residents of Hurricane adopted scaled-down versions of

Ibid. Also, Larsen 394-401. Although the canal Mas completed in 1904, problems plagued the project for 
many years. The diversion dam washed away regularly, and frequent leaks caused much crop damage. Ditch riders 
patrolled the canal daily, chinking up holes in the wooden flumes and removing obstructions. The Hurricane 
canal was listed on the National Register in 1977.

4Varley, 2. 

5Bradshaw, 407.

6The first Mormon pioneers came to Utah in 1847. Most communities in southwestern Utah, including Virgin, 
LaVerkin, Grafton, Leeds, Rockville, and St. George, were settled in the 1860s and 1870s.

7The agricultural family settlement pattern which is found in Hurricane is typical of other towns 
throughout the region. For a complete discussion of the grid system in Mormon communities, see Gary Peterson 
and Lowell Bennion, Sanpete Scenes - A Guide to Utah's Heart (Eureka, UT: Basin/Plateau Press, 1987).

8Larsen, 394.

X See continuation sheet
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the contemporary architectural styles in Utah. A typical Hurricane adaptation to the Victorian house 
appears as a simple cross-wing plan, with modest wood porch and minor trim.9

Local builders were responsible for most of the initial construction in Hurricane. F.T. Ashton, Christian 
Christensen, Alonzo Dalton, Jesse Lemmon, and John Stout were contractors in the 1910s. Early masons 
included Edward Cripps, J.H. Petty, and George Worthen. Amos Workman was the town surveyor for 
several years during Hurricane's original development period. 10

Early Commercial Growth, 1908-1920

In response to flourishing agricultural growth, rapid commercial and economic expansion swept the area 
in the years soon after completion of the Hurricane Canal. Visitors to the area commented in 1909, 
"Hurricane, that thrifty new settlement, surely has made great progress during the year in building new 
homes, school house, hall and planting out thousands of fruit trees and vines." 11 The first local brick 
was produced in 1908. By 1913, Hurricane was furnished with four mercantile stores, an ice supply 
operation, a new planing mill, and long distance telephone service. Hurricane residents could buy food, 
fabric, hardware, building materials, and even caskets from Petty, DeMille, and Company, who boasted 
of having a "fine new building...the largest mercantile in the county." 12 In 1914, William Petty brought 
a movie theater to Hurricane, which was powered by natural gas. Three hotels were in existence by 
1915, all of which were operated from private homes. 13 That same year, Bert Woodbury opened an 
ice cream parlor, and Petty, DeMille, and Company installed the first automobile gasoline tank in front 
of their store on the corner of State and Main Streets. By 1916, Hurricane had a population of 750, with 
"substantial stores, a public school, flour mill, and several long distance telephone connections." 14 The 
first automobile garage and service station opened in 1920, and a bank was completed in 1922. Almost 
all of these early businesses operated within the boundaries of the proposed Hurricane Historic District; 
many of these buildings still stand. 15

Victorian style houses were commonly built in Utah from 1880-1910. For a thorough discussion of the 
Victorian style in Utah, see Carter and Goss, 110-131.

10Utah State Directories, 1912-1926.

"Something About Utah and Its Resources. 279.

12Washington County News. April 1913.

130ne of these, the Bradshaw House and Hotel, was listed on the National Register in 1991.

14Polk (1916-17), 317.

15Varley, 3-4. This information was compiled from excepts of the Washington County News from 1908 - 1920, 
and from Utah State Directories, 1912-1926. Prominent business leaders from this period include M. Cornelius, 
Melbourne & Jennie DeMille, EmiI J. Graff, Charles B. Petty, Robert Stratton, C.A. & J.L. Workman, (mercantile 
stores); Walter Stout (planing mill); Bert Woodbury (ice supply company and ice cream parlor); Ira & Marion 
Bradshaw, and Mary Jane & Thomas Reeve (hotels).

X See continuation sheet
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Hurricane residents received confirmation of their newfound permanent status in 1913, when Dr. H.H. 
Wilkinson and his wife moved to town. Prior to this, all medical services were rendered by Myra H. 
Lemmon, a nurse and midwife. 16 The H.H. Wilkinson House is located at the south end of the district, 
at 20 East 400 South.

Public Improvement Projects

Public improvement projects accompanied residential and commercial growth in Hurricane, especially 
after its incorporation in 1914. In 1907, Hurricane hired two teachers. 17 The first local post office was 
established (c. 1907) by J.L. and Mary Workman, and a social hall (demolished) was built in 1908. The 
Hurricane Canal Company announced plans for an electric generating plant in October of 1915, hoping 
to have the town "lit up for Christmas." 18 Gravel street improvements also occurred in 1915. 
Hurricane residents installed a drinking water system in 1918, 19 the same year a new school building 
(demolished) was completed for $32,000, enthusiastically financed through a town bond issue. Public 
sewers were first introduced in 1930. New Deal projects of the 1930's brought about a second wave of 
public building activity. A new twelve-room schoolhouse was completed in 1935, and a city hall/library 
was built in 1938. 20

Characterized by a single road leading into and out of town, Hurricane was known as the "dead end 
street town" by residents of surrounding communities for many years.21 Hurricane residents, however, 
saw the potential economic value they could generate through tourism if a strategic highway was built 
that placed Hurricane on the major thoroughfare between the city of St. George, Zion National Park, and 
the Grand Canyon. For many years, town residents fervently petitioned the Utah State Legislature to 
build such a road. This request was finally honored as a Utah Works Progress Administration project in 
1937, when a road was completed that linked Hurricane to the surrounding area.22 Since the

16Bradshaw, 409.

17Jacob T. Workman was the first teacher in Hurricane. In 1907, George Cole and Sarah Miles were both hired 
to educate the town's children. Demand for teachers grew steadily; by 1912, Hurricane employed four teachers 
and one administrator.

"Washington County News. 12 October 1915. Hurricane resident Wilhelmina Hinton states, however, that 
electricity did not arrive until September 1917, when town officials granted a 50 year franchise to the Southern 
Utah Power Company (Bradshaw, 408).

19Bradshaw, 407. Prior to this, residents hauled water in buckets from nearby irrigation ditches.

^Washington County News. 1908 - 1920. Both the City Hall/Library and the schoolhouse are individually 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

21Bradshaw, 418.

22Varley, 5. A segment of this transportation link, the Virgin River Bridge, was listed on the National 
Register in 1995 (Utah State Historic Preservation Office Files).

X See continuation sheet
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completion of this road, consistent growth has occurred in the area surrounding the Hurricane Historic 
District. Today, Hurricane is experiencing intense growth pressure due to its proximity to St. George, 
one of the fastest growing communities in Utah. The area attracts retirees and others who are drawn to 
the mild climate and affordable cost of living. Current residents who are employed generally work in 
nearby St. George.

The Hurricane Historic District is an important historical resource because it represents the settlement 
and development of Hurricane, Utah. The district is locally significant because the buildings reflect the 
architectural and historical development of the town. The residences, commercial buildings, institutional 
structures, and outbuildings within the district provide a complete representation of a wide range of 
architectural styles and plans popular in the local region between 1900-1940.

See continuation sheet
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UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

A 1/2 2/9/6/6/2/0 4/1/1/6/8/0/0 B 1/2 2/9/7/0/4/0 4/1/1/6/8/0/0 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

C 1/2 2/9/7/0/2/Q 4/1/1/6/0/0/0 D 1/2 2/9/6/6/2/0 4/1/1/6/0/0/0

Verbal Boundary Description _________________________________________________

The boundary of Hurricane Historic District is shown as the dashed line on the accompanying map entitled "Hurricane 
Historic District." The district contains the central business district, public school complex, surrounding 
residential areas, and supporting outbuildings and agricultural structures.

Boundary Justl f 1 catl on ____________________________________________________

The boundaries of the Hurricane Historic District contain an intact group of various types of structures from the 
early years of Hurricane's development, 1906-1940. The boundaries have been drawn to include the residential and 
commercial buildings, agricultural structures, and open farmland within central Hurricane that retain historic 
integrity and are associated with Hurricane's early settlement period. The boundary excludes, where possible, post- 
WWII buildings and properties that have lost integrity due to exterior alterations. The natural cliff to the east 
forms a well -defined natural physical boundary, as well as a significant historic boundary. To the west of the 
district boundaries, the character of the neighborhood changes and the majority of residences do not meet the 
National Register age/integrity criterion. The case is the same with the neighborhoods immediately north and south 
of the district, where a large number of modern residences compromise the historic character of these areas.

name/title Mary Troutman. Preservation Intern/Julie Qsborne. Architectural Historian ____ 
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  Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seqr.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any 
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900-a 0MB No 10024-0018 
Utah UordPerfect 5.1 Format (Revised Feb. 1993)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section No. PHOTOS Page 10 Hurricane Historic District, Hurricane, Washington County, UT

Common Label Information:
1. Hurricane Historic District
2. Hurricane, Washington County, Utah
3. Photographer: Julie Osborne
4. Date: February, 1995
5. Negative on file at Utah SHPO.

Photo No. 1:
1. 198-140 South Main
6. Southeast elevation of buildings. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 2:
1. 183 South 100 East
6. Northwest elevation of building. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 3:
1. 213 South 100 East
6. Southwest elevation of building. Camera facing northeast.

Photo No. 4:
1. Corner 100 West 200 South 
6. Camera facing east.

Photo No. 5:
1. 180-166 South 100 East
6. Southeast elevations of building. Camera facing northwest.

Photo No. 6:
1. 377-379 South Main Street
6. Northwest elevations of buildings. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 7:
1. 22-10 North Main
6. Northwest elevation of buildings. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 8:
1. 120-156 South Main
6. Northeast elevation of buildings. Camera facing southwest.

Photo No. 9:
1. 381 South Main
6. West elevation of building. Camera facing east.

x See continuation sheet



NPS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 10024-0018 
Utah WordPerfect 5.1 Format (Revised Feb. 1993)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet
Section No. PHOTOS Page 11 Hurricane Historic District, Hurricane, Washington County, UT

Photo No. 10:
1. Outbuilding at 83 West 200 South
6. Northwest elevation of building. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 11:
1. In middle of block between 200-300 South and 100 East & Main Streets. 
6. Northwest elevation of buildings. Camera facing southeast.

Photo No. 12:
1. In middle of block between 200-300 South and 100 East & Main Streets. 
6. Southeast elevation of buildings. Camera facing northwest.

See continuation sheet
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