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Original

The original Joaquin Moraga Adobe was constructed of_adoh£—hr; 
for both the exterior and interior walls, two feet thick. The 
beams and roof were constructed of redwood cut from a grove of 
redwoods in the Canyon-Moraga area. It was _a_j9ne story 
structure. The original floors and ceiling was redwood 
planking. See Picture A, and sketch of the original floor plan 
below.

Restoration

Mrs. James Irvine, who purchased the Adobe in 1941, restored the 
Adobe in the same year. In this restoratioirTIiere"was no change 
in the original floor plan or interior walls. In the restora 
tion a fire place was added, the original flooring was replaced 
with tile, and a new shake roof installed, with no change in the 
original roof line, and using the original redwood beams for 
support, and acoustical plaster was added to the exterior and 
interior walls. An extra bedroom was added in 1941 using adobe 
bricks cast in Fresno. See sketch below.

In 1965 Mr. Don Manuel, the present owner, purchased the adobe 
and made some additional improvements with the lowering of the 
ceiling and the installation of a bath room, but no change was 
made in the original floor plan. Mr. Manuel and his family are 
now using the Adobe as their horn*:.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Joaquin Moraga Adobe historic house was marked by the 
Contra Costa Historical Society with a memorial plaque in 1954, 
designating it as California Historical Landmark No. 509,

The Moraga family was and is one of the most renowned in early 
California. »J°_sa..Moraga^ first of a long line of Moragas to 
influence our history, was born in 1741 and was a veteran of 18 
years of service when made a lieutenant of Juan Bautista De Anza 
during Anza's expedition to California in'TT74-767~ In ^775^ 
after having once visited the San Francisco area, Jose returned 
with a nucleus of some 30 people to found the settlement which 
was later to become San Francisco. Subsequently he did exten 
sive exploration in the San Jpaquin Valley, as well as assisting 
in the founding of Missions Sdn Jose and Santa Clara.
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Jose son, Gabriel, continued to embellish the Moraga name by 
devoting his life to the military service--continuing explora 
tion of California's great Central Valley. Gabriel died in 
Santa Barbara in 1823 leaving four sons; Joaquin, Vincente, 
Jose Guadalupe, and Domingo. Joaquin was the progenitor of the 
main branch of the Moraga family7"

On August 10, 1841, Joaquin and his cousin Juan Bernal were 
granted the Laguna de Los Palos Colorados RairHFB;y governor 
Alverado, consisting of some 13,000 acres, part of "which over 
lapped Into what is now Alameda County and the City of Oakland.

The structure now known as the Joaquin Moraga Adobe was believe 
to have been built in 1841. It occupies a site on Adobe Road, 
overlooking the Moraga~TaTIey, about 3.9 miles south of the 
Qrinda Crossroads. The building was restored in 1941 by

James Irvine. It was purchased in T§64 by Donald E. ManueJ., 
further remodeled it into a lovely private home which still 
much of its original character and charm. It is present1} 
ed by Mr. Manuel.
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