
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T V : 

B r i s t o l 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y D A T E 

NOV ^ '-7̂ ,<̂ CYTT7 
1. NAME 

C O M M O N : 

Old Bay Road (use f o r p u b l i c a t i o n ) 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

The Post Road, The King's Highway, and Old Bay Road 
|2. LOCATtON 

STREET ANDNUMBER: 

From >tfte Easton Town Line to Taunton Town Line 
C I T V O R T O W N : 

Norton 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

10th 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

U2b 
C O U N T Y : 

B r i s t o l 005 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Site Q St ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

^ P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

I 1 Occup ied 

I 1 U noccup ied 

• P r e s e r v o f i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

^ U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

I 1 E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r to inment 

1 1 Government 

I 1 I ndus t r i a l 

• Mil i tory 

! I Museum 

• Pork 

I I Privote Residence 

r n Religious 

f71 S c i e n t i f i c 

Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

{4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Town o f Norton 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Town H a l l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

jJorton 
S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

11 Court S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Taunton 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 025 

jĵ v M f g l g f e N W IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
O T I T U E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1973 • Federal [ 3 State • County • Local 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 , 

z 
c 

^ In 



j7. DlsCRtPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good Q Fo i r n De te r io ra ted Q Ru ins [ID Unexposed 

CChecfc One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

C ] Moved ^ O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f fcnOWn; P H Y SI C,A U A P P E A R A N C E 

This 2 mile section of Old Bay Road i n Norton i s a continuation of the 2-mile 
section i n Easton, already l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic Places 
I t i s bounded on the north by the Easton Town Line and on the south by the 
Taunton Town Line, thus containing the entire segment of Norton's Bay Road. 
The road includes 30' from either side, measured from the center. 

Running generally i n a north-south d i r e c t i o n , with rounded curves, the road 
i s approximately a rod and a half wide, with an unmarked tar surface and no 
curbstones or sidewalks. Eighteenth century maps show the road i n i t s present 
location, generally following the course of Mulberry Meadow Brook ( on the 
ea r l i e s t m^ called Leach's Stream) and s k i r t i n g on the eastern shore of Winne 
cunnet Pond. Di^rectly, south^ from the Easton/Norton Town Line, on the eastern 
side of the road, are the barns and f i e l d s - of the Godfrey Farm. On the west, 
the Mulberry Brook and ;the Fuller'-Hammond cranberry bogs (flooded over i n 
winter) can be seen through the trees, after which are v i s i b l e the buildings 
and f i e l d s of the Harco Chicken Farm. The old trees have been cleared, leavinjg 
open f i e l d s . On the roadside, j u s t before a wooded road leading down to the 
bogs, stands the f i r s t of the old milestones, dated 1773. Pine and oak woods 
then close i n on either side, with t a l l oaks meeting above the road. Stone 
walls on both sides of the road border the land of the John White House on the 
east, an early 18th c. 2-story center chimney farmhouse. Opposite the next 
woods road to the bog i s a house dated c.lsyo, i n i t s o r i g i n a l state. On the 
west i s Great Rocky H i l l and King P h i l l i p ' s Cave (not v i s i b l e from the rodd). 
Where Plain Street enters on the west i s one of the Old D i s t r i c t Schoolhbuses 
of Norton, b u i l t c.18^0. I t i s now a private home, but l i t t l e changed on the 
exterior. Lincoln Street enters on the east. I t i s named after an early fam 
i l y of Norton s e t t l e r s , a branch of Abraham Lincoln's family. The second mile 
stone, dated 1782, i s located beside the road, jus t before Charlotte Ave. on 
the west. Past Charlotte Ave. are modest modern dwellings, mostly mock-Capes. 
Two cemeteries are also located on the east of t h i s section of the road. 19th 
and 20th c. houses with minimal architectural or h i s t o r i c a l significance are 
scattered along the length of Norton's Old Bay Road. 

/1 



SIGNIFICANCE 
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P E R I O D f C h e c k One or Afore as A p p r o p r i a t e ; 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! • 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry K l l ^ t h Century 

K l 18th Centu ry 

0 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEts) (If Applicable and Known) 1640 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ino l 

1 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

^ H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

I 1 C o n s e r v o t i o n 

1 I Educa t i on 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

[ I I ndus t r y 

( I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r o t u r e 

( 3 M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Sc ience 

I 1 Scu lp ture 

I I Socio l / H u m o n -

i t a r i a n 

Q Thea te r 

1 3 T r o n s p o r t a t i o n 

[ 1 Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c i f y ; 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ^he Old Bay Road i s one of the oldest roads in..New England 
s t i l l i n i t s o r i g i n a l location. 
About 1637 a t r a c t of land was purchased by the Plymouth Colony at a place 
called Cohannet which soon after took the name of Taunton. By order of the 
court, the bounds of t h i s f i r s t purchase were made on June 19,1640 by Miles 
Standish and John BroWne. The 2 mile section of Old Bay Road i n Norton j.s 
located i n the o r i g i n a l Taunton purchase. Before the purchase, the "Old Bay 
Path" was known to the se t t l e r s of Plymouth, according to Channing Howard, 
as " a t r a i l or footpath described as well-worn, about 18" wide, used by Indims 
and white men", that chronologically became a pack horse and ox team way, a 
post rider's route, and then, with much labor and expense, a carriage and sta^e 
road. I t was called the Bay Path because i t led to the Bay Colony i n the 
Boston area. 

The Old Bay Path followed an Indian t r a i l which may have existed for a thousa^id 
years before the white man's a r r i v a l . This section of the Old Bay Road, i n 
Norton, borders the eastern shore of Winnecunnet Pond which was well known as 
a summer hunting ground of King P h i l l i p , son of Massasoit. Neatby on Great 
Rocky H i l l is King P h i l l i p ' s Cave; according to legend, i t was used by him as 
a shelter. The f i r s t house i n the area was erected by William Wetherell i n 
1669 on the shores of Winnecunnet. The s i t e now has a stone marker erected 
in 1889. 

Both of the o r i g i n a l milestones are preserved on t h i s section of the Old Bay 
Road: "29 miles to Boston and 7 miles to Taunton, 1773" and "6 miles to Tauntoji, 
30 to Boston, 1782, Henry Wetherell". Between these dates, the road was used 
by Revolutionary troops. Minute Men answering the c a l l from Lexington i n 1775 

There are 2 early cemeteries on the eastern side of Bay Road, overlooking 
innecunnet Pond, One i s the oldest i n Norton and holds the graves of such 

ejarly s e t t l e r s as the Wetherels and Lincolns. ^ 
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L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

41° 5^ 47" 
41° 59' 47" 
41 58 00 

0 » • - . 
O X I M A " ^ i A C R ' i ^ G E O^'^N O MI N D p S ^ P E R ' A ' ^ 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

71 ° 07 ' 44 " 
71 ° 07 ' 25'5" 
71 ° 07 ' 25h' 

L A T I T U n E A N D L O N G I ^ I D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T h i ^ <_ T 2 . K P O I N I O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T F N A C R E S . 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 
D i e 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees ,Minutes Seconds 

approx. 15 acres 
j L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

S T A T E : C O D E C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

t l . FORM PREPARED BY 

3 ^ 

NAME AND TITLE: "'v J ^ V ^ / ^ ' ^ \^^^^^^ 

Mindy Arbo.N.R.Editor, for Eliaaheth flmadnn, fit.^te .gurvey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

40 Beacon Street 

1/8/74 

CITY OR TOWN: 

.B.pstnn 617-727-R470 
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFrCAriON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

f^valuated according to the c i t e r i a and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

ational | | 

Name 

T i t l e 

Date 

Local • 

31 
n F.X.Davoren |cretary of the Commonwealth 

Tairman. Massachusetts Historical 
Commission 

Massachusatts 033.08. 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Ottice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

ATTEST: 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

* UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N 

O l d Bay Road 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

same 

NUMERIC CODE (Aastgned l>y SPS) 

m\! 8 1974 
2. LOCATION 

S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O U N T Y 

B r i s t o l Coun ty 

T O W N 

N o r t o n 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

I n N o r t o n f r o m E a s t o n Town L i n e t o T a u n t o n Town L i n e 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U.S .G .S . N o r t o n , M a s s . 1964 
T a u n t o n , M a s s . 1 9 6 2 

D A T E S C A L E 

— 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 
REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH A R n i y M ^ \ \ y i 

AUG $ 1974 

GPO 932.010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER  

STATE MASSACHTTSF.TTS 

.'•it,v' a 3974 
Date Entered 

Name Location 

Old Bay Road Norton 
B r i s t o l County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Margaret M. Heckler 

Regional Director, North A t l a n t i c 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F.X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chairman, Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

PR MMott/cha 11/14/74 


