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1. NAME
C OMMON:
Old Bay Road (use for publication)
AND/OR HISTORIC;
The Post Road, TheKing's Hi ghway,
|2 LOCATt ON

STREET ANDNUMBER:

From>tfte Easton Town Line to

STATE:
Massachusetts
COUN TV:

Bristol

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

NY 7 =-ACYTTY

and O d Bay Road

Taunton Town Line

CITV OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Norton 10t h
CODE COUNTY:
Massachusetts U2b Bristol 005
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District . Building n Public Public Acquisition: I 1 Occupied Yes:
Site Q  Structure Private I I In Process I 1 Unoccupied Restricted
Object Both [ | Being Considered Preservofion work Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural 1 1 Government Pork Transportation I | Comments
1 | Commercial 11 Industrial I 1 Privote Residence Other (Specify)
| 1 Educational Militory rn  Religious
I | Entertoinment ! 1 Museum f71  Scientific
{4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Town of Norton
STREET AND NUMBER:
Town Hall
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
jJorton Massachusetts 025
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Bristol County Registry of Deeds
STREET AND NUMBER:
11 Court Street
CITY OR TOWN : STATE
Taunton Massachusetts 025
v MfglgfeNW IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITUE OF SURVEY: o
Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonweal th
DATE OF SURVEY: 1973 Federal [3 State . County . Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ‘Z:
Massachusetts Historical Commission ton
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN; STATE: CODE
Boston Massachusetts 025 ,



i7.

DIsCRtPTION
(Check One)
Excellent Good Q Foir n Deteriorated Q Ruins [ID Unexposed
CONDITION CChecfc One) (Check One)
Altered n Unaltered C] Moved N Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fnOWn; PHYSICAU APPEARANCE

This 2 mle sectionof OdBay Road i nNorton i sa continuationof the 2-mle
section i nEaston, already listed i nthe National Register of Historic Places
[t is bounded on thenorth by t he Easton Town Line and on t he south by t he
Taunton Town Line, thus containingtheentire segment of Norton's Bay Road.
The road includes 30" fromeither side, neasured from t hecenter.

Running generally i na north-south direction, with rounded curves, theroad

is approximately arodand a half wide, with an unnmarked tar surface and no
curbstones or sidewal ks. Eighteenth century maps show t heroad i nit spresent
location, generallyfollowing thecourse of Miul berry Meadow Brook (on the
earliest m called Leach's Stream) and skirting on t heeastern shore of Wnne
cunnet Pond. Di*rectly, south® fromthe Easton/Norton Town Line, on theeastern
side of theroad, arethebarns and fields- of theCGodfrey Farm @ t he west,
the Mul berry Brook and ;the Fuller'-Hamond cranberry bogs (flooded over i n
winter) can be seen through thetrees, after which arevisible thebuildings
and fields of theHarco Chicken Farm The ol d trees have been cleared, leavinjg
open fields. @ theroadside, just before a wooded road |eading down t o the
bogs, stands thefirst of theold mlestones, dated 1773. Pine and oak woods
then close i non either side, with tall oaks meeting above theroad. Stone
wal l's on both sides of theroad border theland of t heJohn Wite House on the
east, an early 18th c. 2-story center chimmey farnmhouse. Opposite the next
woods road t ot hebog i sa house dated c.lsyo, i nitsoriginal state. the
west i sGeat Rocky Hill and King Phillip's Cave (not visible fromthe rodd).
Wiere Plain Street enters on thewest i sone of theO dDistrict School hbuses
of Norton, built c.18"0. |1 ti snow a private hone, but little changed on the
exterior. LincolnStreet enters ontheeast. | ti snaned after an early fam
ily of Norton settlers, abranch of AbrahamlLincoln's famly. The second mle
stone, dated 1782, i slocated beside theroad, just before Charlotte Ave. on
the west. Past Charlotte Ave. ar e nodest nmodern dwel lings, mostly nmock- Capes.
Two ceneteries arealso |located on theeast of this sectionof theroad. 19th
and 20th c. houses with minimal architectural or historical significance are
scattered along thelength of Norton's O d Bay Road.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD fCheck One or Afore as Appropriate;

I | Pre-Columbian! . 16th Century K1 18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century Kl I~th Century 0 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEts) (If Applicable and Known) 1640
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ("Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol 1 | Education . Political [ 1 Urban Planning
1 1 Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi- . Other fSpecify;
" Historic [ | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture (1 Invention Science
I 1 Architecture I | Landscape | 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Socio I/Humon-
I 1 Commerce I | Literoture itarian
I I Communications (3 Military Q Theater
I 1 Conservotion Music 13 Tronsportation

STATEMENT F SGNHONE ~he O d Bay Road i sone of t heol dest roads in..New Engl and
still initsoriginal location.

About 1637 a tract of land was purchased by t hePlymouth Colony at a place
call ed Cohannet which soon after took thenane of Taunton. By order of the
court, thebounds of this first purchase were nade on June 19, 1640 by M | es
Standi sh and John Browe. The 2 mle section of O dBay Road i n Nortonj.s
located i ntheoriginal Taunton purchase. Before thepurchase, the"O d Bay
Path" was known t ot hesettlers of Plymouth, according t o Channing Howard,

as " atrail or footpath described as well-worn, about 18" wide, used by I ndims
and white nmen", that chronologically became a pack horse and ox teamway, a

post rider's route, and then, with nuch |abor and expense, a carriage and sta’e
road. | twas called theBay Path because i tledtotheBay Colony i n the
Boston ar ea.

The O dBay Path followed an Indian trail which may have existed for a thousa®id
years before thewhite man's arrival. This section of theO dBay Road, i n
Norton, borders t heeastern shore of Wnnecunnet Pond which was well known as
a summer hunting ground of King Phillip, son of Massasoit. Neatby on G eat
Rocky Hill i sKing Phillip's Cave; accordingtolegend, it was used by hi mas
a shelter. The first house i nthearea was erected by Wlliam Wetherell i n

1669 on t he shores of Wnnecunnet. The site now has a stone narker erected

in 1889.

Both of theoriginal mlestones arepreserved onthis section of thed dBay
Road: "29 mles t oBoston and 7 m | es t o Taunton, 1773" and "6 m |l es t o Tauntoji,
30 t oBoston, 1782, Henry Wetherell". Between these dates, theroad was used
by Revolutionary troops. Mnute Men answering thecall fromLexingtoni n 1775

There are 2 early cemeteries ontheeastern side of Bay Road, overlooking
i nnecunnet Pond, @ne i stheoldest i nNorton and holds t hegraves of such
gjarly settlers as theWtherels and Lincolns. A
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to. GeQERAPH CAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUnRE AND LONGI™~ IDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING Thi® < T2.K POIN | OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees ,Minutes Seconds
NW 410 5/\ 47-- 71 o 07 [l 44-. D i e
NE 41° 59" 47" 71 ° 07 ' 255" \
SE
41 58 00 71 ° 07 ' 25nh
0 » . - . to
OXIMA"Ai ACR'i"GE O"N OMIN D pSAPER'A'" approx. 15 acres
jLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY m
m

COUNTY
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Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion 1/ 8/ 74

STREET AND NUMBER:

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Bpstnn  617-727-R470 Massachusatts 033.08.
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CfeRTIFrCAriON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
fAvaluated according to the citeria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Ottice  of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ational | | Local .

Name 3 1 ATTEST:
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Titte  Tai rman. Massachusetts Historical
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Date Date ? e 7</

*k U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1
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Form 10-301 * UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aastgned I>y  SPS)
Old Bay Road same

m\! 8 1974

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Massachusetts Bristol County Norton
STREET AND NUMBER

In Norton from Easton Town Line to Taunton Town Line

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. Norton,Mass. 1964
Taunton,Mass.1962

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED. AND NORTH ARnNniyMA~\\yi

AJG $ 1974

GPO 932.010
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Date Entered

O d Bay Road
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Hon. Edward W Brooke
Hon. Edward M Kennedy
Hon. Margaret M Heckler

Regional Director, North Atlantic
Regi on

PR Mwbt t/ cha

Location

Norton
Bristol County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. John F X Davoren

Secretary of t he Commnweal t h

Chai rman, Massachusetts Historical
Comm ssi on

40 Beacon Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

11/ 14/ 74



