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o | N\VENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Communi ty: Form No.

MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COW SSI ON O d Canbridge Mss. | 8
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: Harvard Yard

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich i sbeing continued bel ow.

Architectural Significance ,

The Harvard Yard National Register District consists entirely
of institutional buildings of various types: dormtories, classroons,
libraries and a church. In its present state, the district conprises
an orderly series of small and | arge quadrangl es enclosed by an
el aborate wought iron fence which work together to create an area of
character and tranquility just a few steps fromthe bustle of Harvard
Squar e. A o . o*

The Ol d Yard contains several eighteenth century buildings, nost
of which arethree or four stories and built of brick. The oldest build-
ing, thegambrel roofed*Massachusetts Hall (NHL), dates from1718.

Ot her Georgian buildings include Holden Chapel (1742), Hollis Hall (1762,

Thomas Dawes), a three part composition whose center pavillion breaks
forward tocarry a pediment, and Harvard Hall (1764). Wadsworth House
(1726), a two story gambrel roof Georgian dwelling, i stheonly wooden

building i nthe Ol d Yard. , ,

Charles Bulfinch designed Stoughton Hall (1804) and the granite
University Hall (1813). Later nineteenth century brick buildings such
as Grays Hall (1862, N.J. Bradlee), Thayer Hall (1869, Ryder & Harris),
Weld Hall (1870, Ware & Van Brunt), and Matthews Hall (1871, Peabody &
Stearns), i nspite of their ornamentation and nore massive scale, blend
well with theearliest buildings. Both Weld and Matthews, which face
each other, display theprofusion of gables, bays and projections
characteristic of the Queen Anne style, while Grays and Thayer reflect
the nore simple facades of their Georgian counterparts, Holworthy and
Stoughton. Also successful i sthering of Neo-Georgian buildings from
Phillips Brooks House (1898, Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow) t o Lehman
Hal | (1924, Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott). .

. Dom nating Tercentenary Theatre east of the Ol d Yard are W dener
Library (1913, Horace Trumbauer) and Memorial Church (1931, Coolidge,
Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott). Memorial Church has two substantial

Doric porticoes; theone facing Wdener Library balances that building's
mass. The church's steeple i smodelled after Boston's Christ Church
(Old North Church). Proceeding east, Robinson Hall (1900, MKim k
Mead & White), built for theschool of architecture, displays classical ~*
stylistic references, as befitted theprevailing taste of the architec-
tural profession at theturn of thecentury. Sculptural fragments adorn
the facade, along with placques inscribed with the names of the archi-
tectural gods of thetime. Modelled after Robinson Hall, Emerson Hall
(1904, Quy Lowell) enploys similar massing and materials and many of ,
the same architectural devices such as piIasteNnd engaged col ums.

Al'so by Quy Lowell i sthethree story brick Pr ent's House at
my = .. ju- = m mym m o : ' 'm g
, 2 edee! , o - N ' Cont i nued

Staple to lInventory form at Bottom
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Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nane: Harvard Yard

Indicate each item oninventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow.

Architectural Significance (cont'd) ,

17 Quincy Street (1911). Wdener Library and Menorial Church give t he New Yard
coherence and focus by virtue of their nonumental size andlarge scale detail
which replication of thed d Yard would not have done. Behind Menorial Church
is Canaday, a non-contributing group of buildings built in 1973.

Formng atransition between t heTercentenary Theater andthequadrangle to the
east isNSever Hall (NH; 1878, HH Richardson). Both facades of Sever Hall are
equally inportant. Thecontainedoutline of thebuilding andits solid brick
nass clearly define t heshape of t heopen spaces upon which it fronts, as well
as nake it conpatiblewith theolder structures of the Yard. Sever Hall departed
from precedent i nhaving fenestration keyed t ointerior function andunique brick
ornament onall four sides. This cut andnolded brick was produced in the
brick yard of 3.L. Sands and Son of North Canbridge. Thelowarches of the two
entrances, twin cylindrical towers, andhigh hipped roof areother distinguishing
characteristics of this Richardson building.

Theremai ning portion of thedistrict consists nostly of twentieth
century buil dings, including Houghton Library (19A-7, Perry, Shaw and Hepbt
and Lanent Library (1977, the Shepley office). Houghton's delicate Federal Re
Style andpale redbrick set it apart fromtheother Yard buildings, while Lam
was Harvard's first contenporary building. Thequadrangle theyformisthe |e
successful intheYard, asthey were not planned torelate toeach other acros
a quadrangl e space. Inaddition, thebuildings |ackarchitectural unity presi
inthebuildings i ntheother quadrangle areas. The consi stent useof the
quadrangl e to organi ze buil di ngs andopenspace breaks down inthis area as
wel | asat Canaday (1973, Ezra D. Ehrenkrantz). Beneath theforner quad |ies
Pusey Library (1973, Hugh Stubbins) which i sunderground except for theentral
facing Wdener Library. AZ'-

Hi storical Significance , Coy . At " vy e

Wen Harvard Col | ege was founded i n 1636, this district wasprincipally utilized
by nei ghboringproperty owners as an ox pasture, cornfields andorchards. Wile
several wooden and brick clasroons/dwellings were built i n the seventeenth
century onthesite of Harvard Yard, none remain. These early buildings
represented a determned effort by thecollege tohouse students andfaculty
together i n anacademc commnity. o, N

Massachusetts Hall, thefifth major building erected byt he
collete, 1 stheoldest that remains. Together with other earl> buildings
of thecollege, it formed a quadrangle; however, thebuildings

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



| NVENTCRY FCRVI CONTI NUATI ON' SHEET Comuni ty: Form Mo,
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL cowm ssiay Od Cambridge  Mss. 18

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Nanme: Harvard Yard

Indicate each itemon inventory form which is being continued below.

Historical Significance (cont'd)

were oriented outward rather than inward as they are today. The next
ol dest surviving structure, Wadsworth House, was constructed in 1726

as an official residence for Harvard presidents, a use continued until
1849. Other surviving buildings originally facing outward are Holden
Chapel (1742), Hollis Hall (1762) and Harvard Hall (1764), the first

college building without living quarters. These buildings were used

as troop dormitories during the siege of Boston, 1775-1776, when the

college was in exile in Concord.

The reorientation of the early buildings took place as the center
of gravity of the college shifted from the small western quadrangle to
the present Yard with the construction of Holworthy and University Halls
in 1811 and 1813. | t was Charles Bulfinchwho was foresighted enough
to see that the land acquired to the east in the last decade of the
ei ghteenth century would be needed for future expansion of the Uni-
versity. His University Hall was designed to face equally both the
O d Yard and the present Tercentenary Theatre.

The fifty-four years between the completion of University Hall .
in 1815 and the active building canpaign inaugurated by President Eliot
in 1869 represents an uncertain interim. Wthin the Yard, the placement
of five new buildings inposed |imitations on |ater development. O the
five buildings constructed within the Yard during this period, only
two remain, Boylston Hall (1857, 1871) and Grays Hall.

Much of Harvard Yard as i tis known today took form under Presi-
dent Eliot (1869-1909): the old dormitory quadrangle was |argely com
pleted; the scale of the Tercentenary Theatre was established and the
eastern third along Quincy Street was brought into the planning of the
larger, unified Yard. In 1871, the president reported the expenditure
of $4,000 for landscaping and outlined a plan for the growth of the
Yard. A few years later. Sever Hall becane the first important uni-
versity building erected in the eastern third of the Yard. The
Memori al Fence, begun in 1901 from the designs of MKim Mad & Wite,
connected several existing gateways and further united the Yard.

President Eliot's building campaign was ambitious, but also
somewhat random  Under Lowell (1904-33) there was a deliberate ac-
ceptance of the Georgian Revival style and a recognitionof the
necessity of comprehensive planning. These intents were first set
forth in E J.A Duquesne's 1913 plan for the future expansion of the
University, and later solidified by the "Study For the Future Grouping
of Buildings" begun in 1922 by Coolidge & Shattuck and later carried
through by the successor firm of Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott.

Staple to Inventory Form at Bottom

Cont i nued
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MASSAG-USETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION A9 sanbri dge Mass. | 8
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Property Nyjne: Harvard Yard
Indi cate each itemon inventory formvAidi is being continued bel ow

Historical Significance (cont'd)

The greatest change i ntheYard during this period was t heconstruction of
Wdener Library and Menorial Church which form the focal point of the

wi dely dispersed quadrangles. Two earlier buildings, Appleton and Core,
were denolished. Finally, twoother decisions of t helLowell Adm nistration
were inportant in fornulatingthecohesive andunified feeling within Harvard
Yard: a series of seven structuresalong Massachusetts Avenue, built between
192A-1930, cloister theYard and screen out t henoise andvisual disarray of
Harvard Square.

None of t hefour buildingsconstructed within thedistrict since the Lowell
adm nistration; Houghton Library, Lanent Library, Pusey Library, and Canaday Hall,
are presently considered contributing by reason of their recent dates. They do
not, at present, seemt ostrengthen thetraditional inage of Harvard Yard.

In addition, the 1983 Gatehouse, a nunber of gates t o theyard, andseveral
contenporary scul ptures that areall less than 50 years ol d nust be considered

non-contributing at this time. They should all be evaluated for their signifi cance
once they have reached 50 years i nage. NN,

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No.

MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COW SSI ON Old Cambridge MA | 8
Office of t heSecretary, Boston Cambridge MRA
Property Name: Harvard Yard
N.] R.D.

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Criteria For Evaluation

The Harvard Yard National Register District i ssignificant as
the most important evolutionary grouping of historic college buildings
in the nation. I nadditiontoitsnumerous associations with the his-
tory of American education andthe architectural values represented
by the various buildings, the district forms one of the finest man-
made spaces in the country. Finally, recent excavations in Canbridge
indicate that the district has archaeological significance. These ex-
cavations succeeded i nlocating seventeenth century archaeological
features andartifacts in undisturbed contexts. Possessing integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, feeling andworkmanship,t he
Harvard Yard National Register District is principally significant
under Criterion Cas a distinguishable entity whose complimentary com
ponents were designed by sone of t hefinest architects of the eighteenth,
nineteenth andtwentieth centuries. |t also qualifies under Criterion A
as being associated with the broad patterns of educational history and
canmpus devel opment; under Criterion B for itsassociations with nunmerous
i mportant people who educated andwere educated at Harvard; and under
Criterion D as an archaeological resource associated with an early
Colonial settlement. The Harvard Yard National Register District was
found t obe significant under the themes of architecture, landscape
architecture andeducation, as proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzevsky to
the Review Committee for the Study of Architecture of Harvard University
and |ts Environs in Cambridge.

The Harvard Yard National Register District canbe divided into
three subareas. The Ol dYard consists of a large, tree-shaped, roughly
rectangul ar open space, surrounded by several subsidiary quadrangles,
and contains the oldest buildings owned by the University. Thecentral
space, or Tercentenary Theatre derives itsfocus from two nmonunent al
early twentieth century buildings: Wdener Library and Memorial Church,
both of which replaced earlier college buildings. The final area con-
sists of the partial quadrangles t othe east of Tercentenary Theatre.
The result of nmore than three centuries of growth and several planning
schenmes, the district derives itscohesiveness from its focus on space,
i.e., the basic quadrangle unit, rather than buildings, with several
buildings being important t onore than one space.

The Harvard Yard National Register District includes al |l proper-
ties within Harvard Yard as defined by the surrounding fence. The Yard
is further enclosed by tightly spaced brick dormitories t othe south
and west, andis walled off from the Harvard Square commercial district.
To thenorth, i tborders theinstitutional complex of the North Yard
and Memorial Hall. The eastern boundary is Quincy Street.

staple t olnventory Form at Bottom
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Harvard Yard National Register District Cambridge Mass., Cambridge MRA 1.

DI STRI CT DATA SHET

MAP # H STORI C NAME STREET ADDRESS DATE GF GONSTRUCTI ON STYLEX O NC*
159, 1.1 President's House Harvard Yard 1911 ' . NG C
159, 1.2 Boyl ston Hall Harvard Yard 1857 M5, RR C
159, 1. 3 Canaday Hall Harvard Yard 1973 MD NC
159, 1.4 Emerson Hal | Harvard Yard 1904 : NG C
159, 1.5 Grays Hall Harvard Yard 1862 (V: ) C
159, 1.6 Harvard Hall Harvard Yard 1764 G5 C
159, 1.7 Hol den Chapel Harvard Yard 1764 o N G5 C
159, 1.8 Hol l'is Hall Harvard Yard 1762 GG C
159, 1.9 Hol wort hy Hall Harvard Yard 1811 / FD C
159, 1.10 Houghton Library Harvard Yard 1941 Fed. Ivevi "al NC
159, 1. 11 Lanent Library Harvard Yard 1947 MD NC
159, 1.12 Lehman Hall Harvard Yard 1924 ly NG C
159, 1.13 Lionel Hall <e Harvard Yard 1924 NG ' C
159, 1.14 Massachusetts Hall Harvard Yard 1718 €T C
159, 1. 15 Matthews Hall Harvard Yard 1871 €9 C
159, 1.16 Memorial Church = Harvard Yard 1931 NG C
159, 1.17 MNower Hall 2y Harvard Yard 1924 NG C
159, 1. 18 Phillips Brooks House Harvard Yard 1898 .. NG C
159 1. 19 Pusey Library Harvard Yard , ' 1973 YY*  MD NC
159, 1. 20 Robinson Hall Harvard Yard 1900 NG C
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(Canbridge MY
Rverbank Court Hotel (Canbridge M) M ddl esex County

A'so Notified

NS RGOW. OH@E Md-Atlantic State Historic Preservation Officer

_ _ . _ _ M. Valerie Tal nage, Executive Director
Advi sory Council on HistoricPreservation Massachusetts Historical Gonmission
The dd Post Office Buildin 80 Boyl ston Street
1100 Pennsyl vani a Avenue, #809 Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Véshington, OC 20004

For further information, pleasecall the National Register at (202)343-9536.



NOTARI ZED STATEMENT

Robert H Scott, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I amthe Vice President forAdministration of
Harvard University, thecorporate name of which i sPresident and
Fellows of Harvard College. | amduly authorizedtoact for

President and Fellows of Harvard College i nal | matters
concerning historic preservation of Harvard University
properties, including nom nations of such properties to the
National Register of Historic Places.

2. | certify that President and Fellows of Harvard
College i sthesole owner of t heHarvard Yard, includingal |
buildings, gates, and other structures listed on Appendix A
hereto, which i sincorporated herein by reference.

3. President and Fellows of Harvard College objectsto
the |istin? of said properties i ntheNational Register of
Historic Places, forreasons setforth i n ny letter of February
l%,f 1986, t oValerie Tal mage, State
Officer.

Robert HTScot t

Commonweal th of Massachusetts

County of M ddlesex: SS

There appeared before ne this If day of February, 1986,
the said Robert H Scott who, being duly sworn, acknow edgedt he
foregoing t obe histrue act and deed.

AMZAN ZrY y-r. AN

Notary Public
M/ Comm ssion Expires:

AARG. 23



HARVARD UNIVERSITY

ROBERT H. SCOTT MASSACHUSETTS HALL
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMINISTRATION CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138
617-495-4374

Jxine 11, 1986

M. Carol Shull, Chief of Registration
Nat i onal Park Service

Departent of Interior

PO Box 37127

Washington, O C 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shul |,

The Massachusetts Historical Commssion has asked us t onotify
you concerning the status of objectionswe have filed for the inclu-
sion of Harvard-owned buil dingsinthe Canbridge Mul tiple Resource
Area nomnation t othe National Register.

h behal f of the President and Fellows of Harvard College, |
wi thdraw previous objectionsfiled for the followi ng National Register
nom nations: { :

9 KirklandPlace (includedin the KirklandPlace National
Register District) . W/

y.. Harvard Houses National Register District

1 Francis Avenue (Inclii(ied inthe Shady Hi || Nati onal Register
District) Aryry SINZN-'t

AN 16 Prescott Street (individual building nomnation) Z
University Miseum 11-25Divinity Avenue (individual)
"Divinity Hall, 12 Divinity Avenue (individual) ~
* Sears Tower, 60 Garden Street (individual) Oh%CiVP' A"\
NA Kirkland Street (individual) ~ yAAAZtOdi-

34 Kirkland Street (individual) v- ["e&th), UHN WA, - Who<t. CosU -7

"B Kirkland Street (individual)

Harvard University no | onger owns the propertiesat 19 Francis
Avenue and 14-16 Farwel | Place, which we did own and di d oppose at the
time of proposed nom nation.

| also wthdraw ny notarized statenent of February 11, 1986,

objecting tothe inclusion of the Harvard Yard District (including all
buil dings, gates and other structuresas described on the nom nation

| 7 1%



Ms. Carol Shul |
June 11, 1986
Page 2

form. This nomnation has been clarified by the Canbridge and
Massachusetts Historical Commssions and i s now acceptable to Harvard.
Please note that this letter does not affect ny separate notarized
statement of the sane date, objecting toinclusion of the Harvard
University Gaduate Center and t he Biological Laboratory at 16
Divinity Avenue.

W |ook forward t o cooperative and informative use of the
National Register program

Robert H Scott

RS nc

4.63

cc. Valerie A Talmage, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
Charles M Sullivan, Canbridge Historical Conm ssion



