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Dat e 1890

Source Obituary, S. Henry Barni coat
Style ~ I/X- e - et
Architects unknovn

Exterior WAll Fabric vood cl apboards

CUt bui | di ngs dimck (AJCSH)

Mpjor Alterations (with dates) none

Condi ti cxi od
Mved no Dat e
Acreage |ess than one acre: 17,950 sq.ft.

Setting Situated onaconmer |ot, Barnicoat
granite vorks i s theonly one of several
granite vorks i nthis area of vest Cuincy

to retain its original appearance.

Recorded by Fannin and Lehner / J. Johnson

Crgani zaticn Quincy Historical Comm ssion

Dat e July 1, 1986/ May 1987



NATI ONAL REGQ STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Barnicoat granitevorks isthe only intact exanple of the granite cutting sheds
once nunerous in Qincy inthe lae>19%hcentury. Thebuilding retains integrity
of design, location, materials, setting, feeling andassociationvith Qincy's

C graniteindustryandfulfills Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic
Places onthe local Ievel.

ARCH TECTDRAL SIGNFI CANCE Describe inportant arcfaitectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the oommunity.

SE | NvENTARY FORVIGONTT NLATI ON SHEET

HSICIICAL SSGN FI CANCE Explain the role owners played inlocal or statehistory and howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity. n >e *

SE | NVENTARY FKBRMGONTT NUATI ON SHEET

Bl BLI QO AFHY and/ or REFERENCES

H Hobart Hoily. "Quincy's Granite Hills Wre Golden" Quincy History. Spring, 1980.
Valter O. Nisula. "Ganite Drewthe Finnish to Quincy." Qincy History. Spring1984.
Peter Stott. AQuide to the Industrial Archaeology of Eastem Massachusetts, forthcom ng.

Benedetti, Alfred. "Short Descriptions of Early Granite Conpanies in Qincy," handwritten
notes, undated, Quincy Historical Society.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET CormiLinity: Farm No:

MASSACMETTS HISTORICAL COMISSON

Office of the Secretary, Bogton _
Property Name:5.”. BarnicM'~-f Monument

Indicate each item o inventory form which is being continued belcv.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 114 GCOLUMBI A STREET
BARNI COAT GRANI TE WIRKS (now, Hancock
N, -~ Monunent s)

The former S H Barnicoat Granite Works i1 sone of t hefewlate—19th ;
century granite works tosurvive andtoremain i nactive

use i nQuincy. Arranged t oface a central derrick, theone-and-one ¢
half L-shaped frame building has a | owsloping gable roof. The
structure i sconposed of a series of work stations each with its own
smal | wi ndows and entrances opening outt otheyard. The irregular
surface of theroof and fluctuations i ntheeave line indicatet he
various work spaces within. A small gable-roQfed office i sattachedt o
the building's west end. Over ninety feet tall, andstabilized by six
two-inch thick guy wires, thederrick at t hepresent HancocXMnunent
Conmpany i sused t ohandle thegranite t obe cut, dressed, and stored.

The present derrick i snotoriginal, noncontributing

The interior of thegranite sheds i sof great interest to the
industrial archaeologist: while theshop uses nmodern heavy-duty meters
and carbide tools, much of theoriginal technology exists, including
the blacksmth's station. Before thedays of carbide tools, one
blacksmith serviced about 6 sheds a day. O further interest are the

giant pulleys androllers t ohandle thegranite, the sand-blast room
where t hegranite 1 sincised, andthegiant suction hoses at every
station tocarry away t heharmful granite dust.

"f

Staple to Inventory for:m at bottom



CocBiBjnity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Bogton

Property Name: 6 ¢// « BA'*rilcatx.i- /fiononmf
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE ~ 114 GO.UMBI A STREET
BARN COAT GRAN TE VRS

The SH Barnicoat Granite Wrks (now Hancock Monunents) i &n inportant
intact rem nder of Quincy's flourishing granite industryi nthe late-19th
century. The late 1860s saw new techniques i npolishingstone which i nturn
spurred thegrowth of granite working, polishing, and tool and machi ne shops
predom nantly i nSouth and Wst Quincy. Typical of the grmte works i n
operation at thetime, t he well-known SH Barnicoat granite works was
established i n1890by S Henry Barnicoat. Henry, an Engl i shran who had
arrived i nQuincy i n 1868wrked for his brother Fred at Ihs granite works
nearby. Henry established his own business on Centre andCol umbia streets
and rani t from 1890 until his death i n1898. Reorganized as t he Col unbia
Granite Conpany, thegranite works was purchased by John M Queen andRichard
Gordon i n1900. The present owners, the Hancock Monunment Conpany have been
on thepremses for at | ea forty years.

Staple to Inventory form at bOtt(m
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