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Flatiron in shape, the 0l1d Public Safety Building stands five stories high
and has two and a half basements. The walls are comprised of steel beams
and posts encased in concrete; whereas, the floors are poured concrete,
reinforced with steel mesh.

The exterior is combination brick and stone, and the windows are wood
casements. The curved facade at roofline is sheet metal with decorative
framed zinc joints. The top shell of the building is concrete and metal
flashed, with a mopped tar coverws

Most of the building's 90,000 square feet of space remain unused, and the
unoccupied rooms stand with rubbish strewn floors and broken windows.
There is, however, an eighty car garage and an auto body shop in one
section of the building.

The Old Public Safety Building is structurally sound, but in disrepair.
Renovation 1is being considered to develop the building into condominium
offices. If this is done, the exterior will be restored to its original
appearance.
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The Public Safety Building was designed by Architect D. Wilson,

and completed in 1909 at an approximate cost of $330,000. The building

was intended to house the city's jail, emergency hospital, and municipal
court.

Upon completion, however, all the municipal offices moved in, and the
building was overcrowded until the County-City Building was erected six
years later. After that time, the 0ld Public Safety Building reverted

to its intended use and housed the jail, the city hospital, the municipal
court, and the health clinics. The court was reportedly the only one in
the country that rung up fines on a cash register.

By 1918, the building was again cramped and unclean; and the hospital
was often in danger of losing its "Grade A" rating. Annual admissions
into the hospital and health clinics were 2,000 and 40, 000 patients
respectively.

Between 1920 and 1936, several mayors attempted to remodel the building
and reorganize its departments. Despite the spending of over $128,000,
the building remained congested and inadequate. ==~

In 1951, the structure was abandoned when a new Public Safety Building
was constructed. Owners of the 0ld Public Safety Building have since
continuously pondered a use to prevent its being razed.

“patterned after New York City's Flatiron Building, the Old Public Safety
Building was Seattle's first serious attempt at municipal construction.
For many years, the structure's large mass embraced all the city's social
and humanitarian functions.“wEventually it housed only the jail and
Police Department.

Today, the dark triangular form sits adjacent to other nearby municipal
and county buildings. Furthermore, it stands as a transitional link
between the city's newer buildings and the Victorian area (Pioneer Square
Historic District) to the immediate southwest.
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