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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Walter P. Chrysler boyhood home located on West 10th
street in Ellis is a two-story, six-room white frame house with
horizontal lap siding. The house is accented by a white picket
fence which encloses the entire property and by its intersecting
gable roofs. Rectangular frame doors and double hung windows
provide the first floor fenestration for the building. Second
story windows are double hung and occur either in the gable ends
or in small gable-roofed dormers. Two wood columns provide support
for the shingled front porch. A cornice of small vertical wood
bars about one foot in length and spaced six inches apart encloses
the front and west side of the porch. Colored glass windows
flank the main entrance door. .

The only protrusions above the horizontal roof line are two
brick chimneys. The house was originally built in the shape of
a "T" with the stem running east-west. The porch fills in the space
at the northwest corner. Two small one-story frame additions have
been added on the south. At the southwest corner a lean-to was
added to shelter the outside cellar entrance. And the second addi-
tion extended the "T" to the south to provide space for indoor
toilet facilities.

In 1954 the house was refinished as it might have been during
the occupancy of the Chrysler family. However it was damaged by
a flood in 1957, and restoration work had to be repeated on the
floors, walls and furnishings.

Thé house was purchased by ‘the Chrysler Corporation, donated
to the City of Ellis in 1955, and is now operated as a museum. A
few original ‘Chrysler family posse&sions are in the house, and it
is otherwise furnished as a family of their means might have had
it. Lo T 8

A barn and a small shed still stand at the south end of the
property.
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|STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Walter Percy Chrysler (1875-1940) was born in Wamego,
Kansas. When he was three, the family moved to Ellis, where his
father was a locomotive. engineer for the Union Pacific railroad.
It was about 1889V€hat his father built the two-story house
which is now known as the Walter P. Chrysler Home.

Chrysler went to work at the Union Pacific roundhouse
in Ellis at age 15 as a sweeper and engine wiper and a few years
later began a four-year stint as a shop apprentice. He left
Ellis in 1897 and in the next eight years moved from one western
railroad to another, gaining experience and building a reputation
as a brilliant mechanic. He demonstrated his administrative
talent by rising to the position of superintendent of motive
power for the Chicago Great Western railroad by the age of 33.

In 1912 he became works manager of Buick Motor Company, then
the most important unit of General Motors. He introduced new
processes and efficiencies into an operation which was still follow-
ing the practices of carriage makers. After a disagreement with
William C. Durant, the head of General Motors, he resigned in 1920.

After successfully reorganizing a faltering Willys-Overland
Co., he was persuaded to take over the Maxwell Motor Co., which
was in desperate financial circumstances. Chrysler reconstituted
_the company, and in 1925 it became the Chrysler Corporation.

_The 1928 purchase of Dodge Brothers was the last major development
“needed to put the Chrysler Corporation in a position to challenge
the automobile manufacturing leaderehlp of Ford and General Motors.

The house is significant only because it was the home of
young Chrysler from 1889L;6(1897. From a five-cent-an-hour
sweeper in the Union Pacific roundhouse at Ellis, he became one
of the leaders of American industry. Few if any Kansans have
surpassed his accomplishments in the industrial world. Although
Chrysler's achievements occurred in various parts of the country,
it is his boyhood home in Ellis which has been preserved by local
citizens and officers of the Chrysler Corporation. It is this
house which today offers the major tangible link to the life of
Walter Chrysler.
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