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DESCRIPTION

{Check One)
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! CONDITION [ Excellent [0 Good {7} Fair {T] Deteriorated {3 Ruins ] Unexposed
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(] Altered [} Unaltered [T Moved ] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The property consists of 219 acres of high quality farmland. Several historic.

buildings remain standing. The most impressive is the original log cabin built

in 1875. It was constructed of cottonwood logs from the Yakima River Canyon
and is_ 5 currently furnished with articles used in pioneer days by the Olmstead

famlly and is open to the public.

It is generally in a good state of repair, but does need a new roof; at present a
protection roof entirely covers the cabin structure and distracts from historic
setting.

Other historic buildings include the dalry barn and granary both built in.1892;
the wagon shed, built in 1894; the red barn for storing hay, built in 1908 and
the Olmstead. famlly house built in 1908 and currently occupied by the Smith
sisters, granddaughters of Samuel Bedient Olmstead who homesteaded Olmstead
Place. These buildings are in from fair to good condition and require some
restoration. :

336

The location of Interstate 90 adjoining the South boundary of the property
is the only distraction from the historical setting. The land has been used for
farming since it was homesteaded.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Olmstead Place is a good example of pioneers agriculture in the State of
Washington. It was homesteaded in 1875 by Samuel Bedient Olmstead,
a descendant of a founder of Hartford, Connecticut.

Homesteadmg at this location was influenced by the presence of Coleman Creek
Trall a supply route to Seattle and Portland.

The original homestead cabin is an outstanding example of squared timber
construction of the period and is furnished with many items originating from ‘
the homestead period.

During the Nez Perce uprising of 1877-~78, the cabin was used for mutual
protection of the Olmsteads and their neighbors.

Olmstead Place is being developed by the Washington State Parks and
Recreation Commission to interpret the story of agriculture in the State of
Washington.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Ralph H. Rudeen, Chief of Interpretive Services

ORGANIZATION

Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
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Dec. 2 1970
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P.0. Box 1128

CiITY OR TOWN:
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STATE CODE
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Washington

LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State X Local (7]

Charles H. Odegaard /

Title Director

Washington State Parks and Rec.
Commission
Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ﬁ&wj\ / //Mﬂu

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic PregfSer
MAR 31 1971

Date

ATTEST:

//&wﬂwﬁ / éﬂwgg é

Keeper of T Naml Regxst

Date
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