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NS QWL RE3 STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

9% Pine St. is an interesting, essentially intact exanple of an early 1900's el ectric
generating station. | tws initially operated by the Waltham Gs and Electric Conpany.
9% Pine Street satisfiescriteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places,

and possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and asso-
ciations.

ACHTECTURL. SGN A GANE Describe inportant architectural features ad evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the community.

This electric generation station is conposed of poured and scored concrete. |ts boxy
rectangular form and rusticated walls are remnicent of a truncated Italianate palazzo.

The nine bay Pine Street facade is symmetrically conposed with long first story w ndows
aligned with squared second story w ndows; all are headed by splayed lintels derived from
the Federal style. The rear elevation is simliar and gains an exposed basenent story due
to the sloping site. The side elevations are also simliar to each other, exhibiting a
nore random fenestration pattern along with entries in the outer bays. The w ndow openings

toward the front of the building are at a higher level. All w ndow openings have been
filled with concrete.

HSITQRGL SOGNHCGNE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad hw the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmunity.

The VWaltham Gs and Electric Conpany built this electrical generating plant at some
point between 1900-1909. The building's site appears vacant on the 1900 Atlas. At that
time three residences were located on this parcel including 62-64, 68-74 and 100 Pine St.
(all of these buildings are no longer extant). According to Patricia Korell of Boston
Edi son, the Waltham Gs and Electric Q. sold the plant to Boston Edison in 1909. The

Wal tham Gs Light G. was incorporated in 1853. In 1886 an electric plant was added to
the equi pment and on Dec. 24 of that year the electriclight was first used for street and
store illuminationin the city. In 1890, a contract was nade to supply power to the Newton

St. RR, over the next tw decades there would be an increasing demand for power for
industrial pursuits. To meet the needs of the young and growi ng municipality (Waltham

vas incorporated as a city in 1884) new buildings were erected by the Gs Conpany— ncl uding
the electric generating substation at 96 Pine St. In 1917 the steam apparatus was retired
and the building became a substation. Although the original brick gas conpany buildings

are now used as a paperbag factory, this later building continues the site's 130 year
association with the illuminating industry.

Pine St. ranks among the oldest streets on Walthamis South Side. In 1854, it was

one of only tw east-west streets east of Mbody St. Pine St. linked Mody St. with
Newton St. |t was probably laid out after the conpletion of the Mdyody St. bridge in
1846.
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