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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The exterior appearance of 0ld Main has changed little since its

completion about.1879. The interior has undergone a continuous evolu-
tion during its lifetime, though changes in the basic fabric of the
building have been little more than the inevitable repartitioning involved
with use change. Heating, plumbing, and electrical systems have been re-
peatedly modernized. Reconstruction of the stairwells in 1948 to meet
safety code requirements, and the installation of a passenger elevator
constitute the most significant alterations in the original building.

Dimensions, as given by an extant copy of the original specifica-
tions: "... the building to be 214 ft, front, the central part 64 feet
deep, the flanks 120 ft. front each and 64 ft. deep, the building
forming 3 sides of a hollow square, leaving a court in the rear of the
central part of the bldg . . . the bldg. to contain a basement and four
stories." : : [ ety

Exterior walls and interior bearing walls are of red brick, kilned
locally of clay dug on or near the campus site. Floor and roof con-
struction is of wood, most of which was supplied by the historic Van
Winkle mill at War Eagle, 30 miles northeast. Cast iron columns have
been used in the larger rooms of the north and south wings, and iron
trusses are in the towers at 3rd floor level to resist extra stresses

there,

Window sills, arched window heads, quoins, and columns and trim of
the front entrance are of limestone quarried in Washington and Madison
counties. Exterior walls of the basement floor extend 10 feet above
finished gradé and are faced with rusticated brown sandstone which was

quarried nearby.

A Mansard roof encloses the fourth (topmost) floor. The dormer
windows of this floor are trimmed in wood which takes the form of tri-
angular pediments supported by plain wood pilasters at the jambs. A
wide projecting cornice separates the brick facade from the Mansard
floor, and is supported by rythmically spaced wood scroll-brackets.

Both corner towers are topped by Mansard roofs. The south tower
has a concave silhouette, whereas the north tower roof has an ogee
silhouette of the towers, despite legends to the contrary, is with-
out political or historic significance, and was, doubtless, a whim of

the designer.

Some pertinent chronology from the notes of the Building Comg}}gge,
Executive Committee, and the Board of Trustees: Jrf\ﬁﬁﬂiljf/

August 17, J1873=«==-Ground was broken. Sept. 1875 -- OriégﬁaTg§oP<X\%<a
tract completed, leaving basement and fourth floor qnv;n%?bﬁﬂg, >
;9} i 4 “ﬂﬂ

(See Continuation Sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION, CONT'D

1879 -- Completion of Mansard (4th) floor.
work painted.

research.

1881 -- Outside wood-

i fire doors, and wood stairs and handrails were replaced by
fire-resistant steel with quarry tile surfacing.
1953 -- A greenhouse was connected to the south facade for botanical

1884-87 -~ A heating system installed replacing wood-burning stoves.
Water closets installed for males and females.

1885 -- A new roof "of the best tin" replaced a troublesome old one.

1895 -- The water system, originally fed by a cistern, was connected
to the newly completed Fayetteville water system.

1896 -- Sewer system installed for main building and dormitories,
discharging into a valley west of campus.

1948 -- In compliance with fire-code, stair wells were isolated by

T
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the time of its completion "Old Main" became t ual
symbol of higher education in Arkansas, For the first 25 years of
its existence it housed almost all of the activities of the University
life. After almost 100 years and the addition of dozens of new build-
ings to the campus, "Old Main" continues to be the identifying land-
mark of the University.

The University of Arkansas was born as the Arkansas Industrial
University in 1871 when the Arkansas General Assembly passed Act XLIV
and elected a Board of Trustees. Governor O, A, Hadley approved the
Act on March 27, 1871, Fayetteville in Washington County and Batesville
in Independence County were the only towns to show an interest in
being chosen as the university site. In spite of its isolation from
the rest of the State, Fayetteville was chosen., The choice must have
been influenced by the minimum bond issue voted by Washington County
and by generous land offerings by citizen of Fayetteville,

Having visited the Agricultural and Industrial Universities of
Illinois and Michigan, and also the Illinois Normal College, the Board
of Trustees was convinced, by April 16, 1873, that the plans of Univ-
ersity Hall at Illinois Industrial University (University of Illinois
at Urbana) was superior to the previously considered plans of McKay
and Lelmle of Helena, Arkansas.,

A trustee, E. J. Searls, visited Urbana, Illinois, intending to
obtain plans and specifications for the admired Illinois Industrial
University building. Finding their plans incomplete and therefore
useless, Mr. Searls went to Chicago to obtain plans from the architect,
John Mills Van Osdel, All of Van Osdel's plans and papers had been
destroyed in the great fire of 1871, but he agreed to reproduce them
for the sum of $1,000, with "such changes as we might suggest."

Architectural historian, Alan Gowans, has used a photograph of
"0ld Main" in his book Images of American Living. (Lippincott, 1964) as
an illustration of the High Victorian style. Of this style he writes,

(See Continuation Sheet)




First Report of the Arkansas Industrial University, Little Rock:

Little
Rock Printing and Publishing Co., pp. 46,57,59,93,152, 165-168,

173-175, 179-182,
Gowans, Alan, Images .of American Living, New York: Lippincott Co., 1964,

Hale, Harrison, University of Arkansas, 1871-1948, Fayetteville:
sity of Arkansas Alumni Association, 1948,
1515157,

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservagon
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ATTEST:
Keeper of The thlonal Regtste
MAY 2 7 1970
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, CONT'D

"Far to the weSt soeeeees cosmopolitan grandeurs of Washington, Philadelphia,
and New York could hardly be equalled; but they could be emulated, on an
appropriate scale, So during the late 1860's and 70's one college after
another =-- particularly the new land-grant institutions created during the
war =-=- erected those fine new towered, mansarded, gingerbreaded buildings
beloved as the "Old Mains" of later alumni reunions, dramatizing the new
kind of American education, comprehensible in subject matter and democratic-
ally available to all ,.." i
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Old Main, University of Washington 70000131
Arkansas County

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

___Nomination
____Photographs
_X_USGS Map (Non-USGS Map Present)
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Dr. John . Petersom : ‘ i
Executive Dlrector :
Arkanses Flenning Commisasion
Iittle Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Dr. Petercon:

Ve are pleesed to inform you that the historic properties listed on :

the enclosure have been placed on the lational Register of Historic
Flaces. Senators John Le MeClellen and J. We Fulbright ond the
appropriate R gentatives hove elso been notified, Flease withe

hold eny publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of : «é

the Congressional correspondence. Lo

/S/ Ernest Allen Connelly

Eranest Allen Conmnally ;

Caiel, Oflice of Archeclogy

and Hiastoric Presexvation 3

Enclosure X - : :

JUN 1 5 197 :

Zntexred in the Hetional Reglster

:

ecs 3

o s SREREETEE R B U R ey P S S S ) T 3 et 3

Roazble rm 6/10/70 BASIC FILE REFATIED IN HR

- = {



»

T il 7

Properties added to the Nationsl Register of Historical Places
ARKANCAS

Angelo Marre House (Villa Marre) Little Rock, Arkansas

014 lMain Feyetteville, Arkansas
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dom. Jon P. descerschaldt
goase of
Usshington, b. C.
Desr M. Heoersetddt;
we ore pleased to iafors you that the 034 Main in Fayelteville,
,m,mmmwmmmmw
Freserertion Frogres in ariseces end has been sabered imo the
sutionsl Pegister of Aistoric Flsees. Semstors Johs L. #eClellan
end J. ¥. fulbright heve slsc been provided with this infursstion.
kwﬁwm,wmmm,m&umm
iweewtive Director, irkmasams Planaing Comsission, Little foek, irkanses
12201, hes lidewise bdeen notified. A leaflet explsining the Hsticusl
Eegister iz euclosed.

iincerely yours,

aging - Divestor
s lomgre

Dr. John M. Peterson, Executive Director,
Little Rock, Arkanses T2201 Arkansas Planning Commissic

e ’ —

Director, Southeast Region



JUN 2 4 1970

the Mtdcmal Fegleber of @storic Flaces., Jemator J. ¥. Palbright

and the sppropriate Representstives have zlso been grovided witnh tais
inforsation. By copy of wals letter, the State Liaison Officer,

ir. Jehn d. Peterson, Ixecutive Directer, irienses Pleaning Conudssion,
g 30e Ruh, s T, e Menies ben asbidiet. A Menflet wpe
“mmmmum
3 Eincerely yours,

6/10/70

JUN 15 1870

e

inteyed in the Batlomm) Seglster

SGD) FRANK E. HARRISON
| ,
{}‘&m@eﬂnm
: g

e
;

“?J ee:

Pr. Jobn M. Executive Director, Arkansas P

e Peterson, A ._ e Mm
Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. J. W. FPulbright

United States Senate
Washington, D. C.



douse (Vills Surre) Little ook, Arkenses
lwma ‘ Payetteville, irkensss
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Ve are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the National Register of Historie
Places. Senators John L. McClellan and J. W. Pulbright and the
appropriate Representatives have also been notified. FPlease withe-
bhold any publicity on this until you have received a carbon copy of
the Congressional correspondence.

Sineerely yours,

Brnest Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeoclogy
and Historic Preservation

Enclosure
JUN 1 5 1970
Entered in the lational Register

cc:
LB

RGemble :mm 6/10/70 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR



Properties added to the National Reglster of Historical Places
ARKANSAS

Angelo Marre House (Villa Maxre) Little Roek, Avkansas

0ld Main Fayetteville, Arksnsas
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Sincerely yours,

GBI Enin, -
’\5*,\1'; FRANK £ sianniean
. e 44 \ 14

E K:T:ﬁ‘ﬂgDepum
% Entered in the Nationsl Register JUK 1 5 1979
g9 ce:

Dr. John M. Peterson, Executive Director, Arkansas Planning Commission,
Little Rock, Arkansas T2201

JUL 8 1979 |

%



J. W. FUL

T, ARK., CHA
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STUART SYMINGTON, MO.
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e P Alnifed Diates Henate

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

CARL MARCY, CHIEF OF STAFF
ARTHUR M. KUHL, CHIEF CLERK WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

July 21, 1970

The Director

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

The communication attached is self-
explanatory, and I would appreciate your pro-
viding me information which would be helpful
in responding properly to the writer.

Sincerely yours,
/4. W. Fulbright

/
JWF :pw



July 1, 1970

Mr. Frank E., Harrison .

Acting Deputy Director

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr, Harrison:

Senator Fulbright has informed us that the nomination of 0ld Main
Building, Fayetteville campus of the University, has been approved by you
for inclusion in the National Register. This nomination was by action of
the State Committee which functions under the Arkansas Planning Commission.,

We are excited about this development, particularly since the University
will be celebrating its Centennial in 1971, O1ld Main is the significant

symbol for those many years of educational services to the nation, the State
and the region.

We are aware that the designation in the National Register is a
condition precedent in qualifying for a federal grant under the National
Historic Preservation Act. There is important restoration reconstruction
which must be undertaken, primarily to the interior, if this significant
building is to be preserved. Therefore, at the appropriate time we shall
apply to the Arkansas Planning Commission for a grant from federal funds.

Because the nomination came from the State Committee, rather than from
formal action of the University itself, we are in need of information about
the obligations which may attach by reason of inclusion in the National
Register and by reason of a federal grant for use in restoration. We would

appreciate receiving a copy of your guidelines or regulations containing
this informationm,

Sincerely,

David W, Mullins

President
DWM/km

cc: Semnator J. W. Fulbrighta//
Dr. John Peterson
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Chairmen, State Review Committee, Arkansas History
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cc: Dr. George M. Reynolds, i

intorest in historic preservetion and wish you well
your efforts. PFlense conteet us il we mey be of further sssict: .

Sincerely yours,
/S/ Ernest Allen Co'nngllv

Comisgian

Zrnest Allen Comnally
; Chdel, Office of Archeology
L snd disterie Preservation



¢ { pranald
3 Je

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
FAYETTEVILLE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT July 1, 1970

JUL 7

Mr. Frank E. Harrison

Acting Deputy Director
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Harrison:

Senator Fulbright has informed us that the nomination of 0ld Main
Building, Fayetteville campus of the University, has been approved by you
for inclusion in the National Register. This nomination was by action of
the State Committee which functions under the Arkansas Planning Commission.

We are excited about this development, particularly since the University
will be celebrating its Centennial in 1971. O0ld Main is the significant
symbol for those many years of educational services to the nation, the State
and the region.

We are aware that the designation in the National Register is a
condition precedent in qualifying for a federal grant under the National
Historic Preservation Act. There is important restoration reconstruction
which must be undertaken, primarily to the interior, if this significant
building is to be preserved. Therefore, at the appropriate time we shall
apply to the Arkansas Planning Commission for a grant from federal funds.

Because the nomination came from the State Committee, rather than from
formal action of the University itself, we are in need of information about
the obligations which may attach by reason of inclusion in the National
Register and by reason of a federal grant for use in restoration. We would
appreciate receiving a copy of your guidelines or regulations containing
this information.

Sincerely,

David W. lins

President
DWM/km

cc: Senator J. W. Fulbright
Dr. John Peterson

1970
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AUG 17 1970

Bon. 4. ¥. Palbright
United States Bunate

Waghiagton, D.L.

Jesr Seunater Fulbright:

Thank you for your receat iageiry in bebali of Mr. David W. Mullias
seceeruing the Qld Msin Building at the Fuyetieville Canpus of the
Usiverasity of Aghansas.

#% are enclosing & copy of our response o Mr. NHellies, which was
o sngwer to the criginsl of the copy which you received,

We appreviste your lrguiry and trust that the copy of our response
e Hr. Balliss sad ite euscloseres will auiiice for your purposes.

Sineurely yours,

(S58d) Thomas F. Flynn
DEPUTY 4

Enskosures

gﬁa—n.:anummm /’/0
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201) w/e of incoming

HR, Mr. Chambers) ;
FILE RETAINED IN HR
FNP;SAChambers:gem 8/10/70



JUL 28 1970

Hon. J. W. Fulbright
United States Benate
Washington, D.C,

Dear Senator Fulbright:

We are pleased to acknowledge your inguiry in behalf of Mr. David W.
Mullins concerning the 0ld Main Building, Fayetteville campus of
the University of Arkansas.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will provide you
a reply at our earliest opportunity.

Sincerely yours,
(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR.

Director
FNP:TGWood:gem 7/28/70

CL 6607
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ERNIE DEANE 75~ -nais S0 g

910 Arlington 'Terrace =
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701
‘\ .‘an ’ [y
March 28,1972 S —aViTD

. At it
# il Lo} !
Hon. John Paul Hammerschmidt, ML
~United States Congress il !

Washington, D, C,
Dear Congressman Hammerschmidt:

Please note my absolute opposition to the plan
to obtain money from the federal government to "preserve"
the historic building at the University of Arkansas known
as "0ld Main," said "preservation" to entail the gutting
of the building and the construction inside its walls of
an entirely new, "modernized" building.

Preservation of 0ld Main in virtually its original
state, yes, for this truly would be preservation in its
proper sense of one of the most historically important
buildings in Arkansas and in the Southwest. But to call
the gutting of the building "preservation” and to use
federal funds to accomplish this phony "preservation" is
to my mind unjustified and perhaps even morally dishonest.,

I have written two articles on the subject for the
Sunday Springdale News, and am enclosing copies.

I simply do not believe that our government should be
making federal funds available to "preservation" projects
when the truth of the matter is the project in question is
a destruction project. Surely the intention of the federal

“lerislation concerning preservation of historic buildings

and sites was actually to preserve and not to destroy or
seriously damage them,

Those of us who oppose this 0ld Fain plan are doing

 so rather late in the game, because we knew 1little or nothing

of the plan. Apparently study has been under way for over two
years in secret or semi-secret activity.

Sincerely yours,
Y
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‘I's this:

Ernie Deane. . .

If 1 could compose and sing
an Ozark folk song like Jimmy
Driftwood can, |'d start one
something like this:

They're gonna gut Old Main,
boys,

Down at the Uni:ver-si-tee:

They're gonna gut Old Main,
boys, o~
And save some money, see?

What sets me off on this
ballad is word that the Univer-
sitv of Arkansas |s fixing to
tear out the innards of its
most  historic  building. The
original walls and towers of the
1870's will be kept, but a com-

pletely ““modern’" building is to
be constructed inside the walls.
The rationalization is that it'll
cost less money to tear out the
insides, and rebuild, than it will
to modemize what's already
there. Maybe so, although some
comparalive cost estimales
might be enlightening.

More pertinent than money,
however, is ~a point that
concerns a lot of us old grads.
You cannot put a
dollars-and-cents value on sen
timent, or tradition, or on his-
tory. Without these, no univer-
sity Is worthy of the name.
These facts too often are
{gnored by educational institu-
tions, city and county govern-
ments, churches, and chambers
of commerce when “progress’”
is the action cry. So ddwn come
the old homes and courthouses
and churches and school bhuld-
inge And the generations which
will follow us will be denied all
possibility of secing, or feeling,
what the past was really hike.
The heritagé our descendants
are cntitled to enjoy has been

(Springdale,Ark.,Sunday News 3/5/72)

The Guiting of Old Main

deliberately destroyed

Not everything old can be
preserved. bhut surely ‘‘prog-
ress’” should mean the pres-
ervation of some of the geod
things of earhier times  Old
Main with new nnards will be
no more the real Old Main than
a stuffed moose in a museum
is the real animal. The skin
might be the sarne, but the heart
and soul will be gone.

University Hall, as this ven-
erable building was originally
named. is one of our state's
most signilicant structures.
When completed nearly a cen-
tury ago. it was the largest
man-made building in Arkansas.
It gave visible proof that high-
er cducation for poor men's
children had at last become a
reality But it was more than
that. It was a monument to the
imagination, ingenuity and skill
of Northwest Arkansas’ people.

Some 260.000 pounds of iron
went into Old Main's insides.
Every pound of it had been fab-
ricated [ar away. and then boat-
ed up the Arkansas River, and
then hauled over the Bostons
in ox wagons. Where glass for

several hundred beautiful win-

dows was manufactured I've
never known, but it came from
far away, too, over the moun-
tains More than two and a half
million bricks were lired from
Fayetteville clay. The great
timbers that hold the building
together were cut from Ozarks
forests, sawed into shape at the
famous Van Winkle Mill near
War Eagle. and hauled through
the hills by oxen Brown sand.
stone for the basement footings
and walls was quarried just a

{ew hundred (eet ([rom the build-- - -

-

ing site. Who knows where 250
kegs of “square’ nails came
from? They might have been
hammeted out by local black-
smiths  Truly, Old Mamn's in-
sides have historical and senti-
mental value, and thev've func-
tioned well for a mighty long
time.

But a building like this is
more than materjals. It should
be a monument to the men and
women who taught and studied
in its  hallowed halls  Since
1875, graduates have gone out’ by
the thousands, to serve Arkan-
sas” and the nation—governors
and members of Congress, edu-
cators and scientists, joyrnal-
ists, preachers. princes n(&mTw
merce and ndustry, house.
wives and heroes. Bless ‘em.
all. . . “thy children departed,
far from the land where their

footsteps have trod."”

The venerable building needs
fixing up, no question about
that. The question would seem
to be. what really an a long.
range sense is the best wav to
fix 1t? Some of us don't agree
at all that the best wav 18 to
rip out and rebwld But the
word 18, the decision has al-
ready been made. And so back to
the folksong and a closing
verse: .

Say goodbye to Old Main. bovs,

Down atour Uni-ver-si-tee,

She's gonna be gutted and
ruint, boys,

Her likes again vou'll never
see

And mavbe have a httle back-
ground music of hddles. ban-
jos and gittars, please Keeprat
low, slow and sad. ax behtun’
the theme.
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April 14, 1972

Hon. John Paul Hammerschmidt

House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hammerschmidt:

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Ernie Deane

concerning ""01d Main'" on the campus of the University of Arkansas

at Fayetteville.

We are not aware of any proposed Federal funds for a project of this
type at the University of Arkansas. The grants-in-aid program
authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (80 Stat.
915), as amended, provides matching grants for historic preservation
and the enclosed "Fact Sheet'" describes the grants-in-aid program.

The State of Arkansas has made no application for a matching grant

for "0ld Main'" under this program, however.

As a National Register property, "0ld Main" is afforded a measure of
protection against adverse effect from any Federal or federally

funded undertaking under Section 106 of the National Historic Preser-
vation Act. This protection is discussed in the section entitled '"The
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation' in the enclosed folder,

'The National Register of Historic Places."”



Preservation matters within the purview of the National Historic
Preservation Act generally are handled on the State level through
the State Liaison Officer for historic preservation. The Arkansas
State Liaison Officer is listed on the second page of the "Fact

Sheet."

We appreciate your interest in histert#c preservation.

Sincerely yours,

Director
Enclosures

ecs

Mr. William E. Henderson, Director, Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism, State Capitol, Room 149, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 w/cy ine.

Director, Southwest Region w/cy inc.

LS-Mr. Melvin

I-Mr. Winge

HR-w/cy ine.
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WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESSIONAL, OR SECRETARIAL CORRESPONDENCE

TO: HR

FROM: Division of Legislative Services (LS)

SUBJECT: Preservation-Southwest
CONTROL NUMBER:

SUSPENSE DATE: April 17,1972

The attached correspondence is forwarded for the preparation of
a draft reply. In the event the above suspense date cannot be
met, please furnish me an interim draft reply on or before that
suspense date, and include reasons for the delay and an estimate
as to the date a final reply may be expected.

All draft replies must be surnamed by the Chief of the Division
preparing the draft. It will be optional with that Division
Chief as to whether his Assistant Director should also surname
the draft.

For NPS signature XXXOCOCOEOCIOCIOCCOONX XXX - Q@
For Secretarial signature Z &M"Z—

Ira Whitlock

PLEASE LEAVE THIS MEMO ATTACHED TO THE CORRESPONDENCE
WASO-31 (6/71) USDI - NPS
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Hon. Jgohin Poul Heammersehmidt
House of Fepresentatives
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Homerschmidé:

Ve are pleased to acknowledre your inguiry in behalf of Mr. Ernie
Deara concerning preservation of a historic buillding on the University

-

of Arkansas campus.

We appreciate your interest in this matter and will provide you a
reply at owr esyliest opportunity.

‘Sincerely yours,

George B. Hartzog, Jr.
Director

cC:
, irgn; :CRBraxton:dvt :4-10-72

P



UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
FAYETTEVILLE 72701

DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM

April 23,1972

ur, George B. Hartzog, pirector HA - \
hgtional rark oervice

Washington, L.C, T
HHA
Dear wr, Hertzog: /

v
Your letter of april 11,1972, to Congressman J.ohn'F&ul
Hemmerschmidt of the Third arkensas Uistrict, concerning my ,1
communicetion to the congressmen on the subject of the préserve-
tion of this University's most historicelly significant building,
hes been forwerded to me by Rep. Hemmerschmidt.

The building in question wes completed in 1875 end is
correctly named University fall, but from long student and faculty
tredition it is always referred to as "0ld Mein." In the field of
higher education in this stete, and more particularly in the land
grent college picture nationally, it is one of the most importent
structures west of the Mississippi River. It has been properly
designated a national historic site, or structure, and your Service
correctly is considering financial assistance to restore and pre-
serve it. However, there is a highly unpleasant fact with which
you possibly are not familisr: This University at the moment is
moving towards the complete tearing out and destruction of the
entire interior of "0ld Main," '‘and the construction within the
original walls of a new building of five floors(the original has
only four), seid new building being no more like the original than
the Lincoln lemorisl is like Honest Abe's boyhood cabin.

Not only as a graduste of this institution, and as a member
of the University faculty, but as a taxpayer 1 object most strongly
to both the destruction of this historic structure but also to the
waste of fedserel funds on new construction under the guise of
"historical restoration." That is why I wrote Mr. Heammerschmidt,
and thet is why he wrote to you. Surely the 100j% redesigning and
reconstruction of the interior of a historic structure, leaving only
the original skin or perhaps only a part of the original skin, is
not the sort of "historic restorestion and preservation" that the
government hes in mind for such buildings.

1l find myself in open opposition to the administretion of
this University. This is & most unpleasant and uncomfortable position
in which to be, indeed. but I have worked for years trying to help
persuade the people of this state to restore and preserve a number of
historic buildings, end have enjoyed some degree of success, end 1
cannot sit silently by now and watch my own alma mater waste federal
and stete funds to gut and ruin arkensaes's most significent building
in the field of public education.

Enclosed are some press articles on the subject for your

kind consideration. Sin y yours,
o Ern e ‘ea?e
Y;ﬁ&ﬂi’ sst. Irofessor
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Mr. Ernie Deane

Assistant Professor
Department of Journalism
University of Arkansas
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

Dear Myr. Deane:

Thank you for your letter to Director Hartzog concerning "0ld Main"
on the campus of the University of Arkansas. T

We have no knowledge of any Federal funding for this project and
have received no request for fumds under our program of matching
grants (see enclosed information sheets).

Buildings on the National Register such as "01d Main" ave afforded
a measure of protection against adverse effects from federally
funded projects by Section 106 of the National Bistoric Preservation
Act (80 Stat. 915). A copy of the act is alse enclosed.

¥ore information on this, as well as on our grants program, can be
obtained through the State Liaison Officer who is listed on the
enclosed fact sheet.,

We wish to thank you for the interest you have shown in histerie

preservation.,
Sincerely vours,
Robert N. UtTey
DMrector 2
Enclosures Effice Of Ki‘E)H'QOIOgY :

and Historic Preservation
eciect
Mr., William E. Henderson, Director, Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism, State Capitol, Room 149, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 w/c inc.
Mr. Jack Porter, Administrator, Arkansas Historical Commission, 0ld State
House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 w/c inc.
Director, Southwest Region w/e inc. }
I, Mr. Winge ‘
Pt &6-w/c inc.
PHR-w/c inc. :
JBINGLFE:mbh:7/7/72 BRASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR A



Opposition Grows to Old Main ‘Gutting’

FAYETTEVILLE — NEWS
columnist Ernie Deane’s efforts
to waylay the gutting of Old
Main on the University of Ar=
kansas campus should get an add-
ed impetus next week—provided
administrative arguments for the
building’s ‘‘renovation’’ don’t
‘quell emotional repugnance tothe
plan.

The Washington County His-
torical Society Thursday will
hear both sides of the argument
spawned by a column written
for the Sunday NEWS by Deane,
a UA journalism professor whose
association with the University
spans some 40 years.

Dr. DwainManske, president of
the Historical Society and an
English professor at the UA, told
the NEWS today that spokesmen
for both sides will be heard

(From the
Springdale,Ark.,
Laily News,
4/14/72)

at the Thursday meeting of the
Society’s board.

Deane’s column read in part,
““What sets me off. . .is word
that the University of Arkansas
is fixing to tear out the innards
of its most historic building. The
original walls and towers of the
1870’s will be kept, but a com-
pletely ‘‘modern’ building is to
be constructed inside the walls. ..

““Not everything old can be
preserved, but surely ‘progress’
should mean the preservation of
some of the good things of earlier
times. Old Main with new innards
will be no more the real Old
Main than a stuffed moose in a
museum is the real animal. The
skin might be the same, but the
heart and soul will be gone. . ."”

Dr. Manske anticipates a res-
olution will be passed by the

Society opposing the gutting of
Old Main. He indicated he had
received a unanimous response
from board members when they
were polled about the question.
However, they will hear both
arguments.

The University may not be
fully committed to the renovation
plan, Manske told the NEWS, He
indicated that research is being
done now on the status of plans.
And he believes there’s an ‘‘ex-
cellent chance’’ the gutting can
be waylayed.

Dr. Manske noted that OldMain
has been listed in the National
Registry of Historic Places. The
University, in a response to
Deane’s initial column on the
Old Main matter, noted: ‘‘A sub-
stantial part of the financing of
the renovation will come from
the federal government under
legislation specifically designed
to preserve historic buildings.’’
The University release further
noted that to secure the federal
financing, the UA was able to
obtain the national designation
of Old Main as a historic place.
Dr. Manske noted that there is
a difference ‘‘in restoration and
remodelling’’ and suggested that
the federal government might
need to take a closer look at the
proposal.

Not only will the Historical
Society become involved soon
in the controversy surrounding
the landmark building, but in the
University’s April edition of the
alumni magazine, UA alums will
be given information from both
the institution’s standpoint and
Deane. A spokesman for the alum-
ni office said today that basical-
ly the administrative response
will be that released after
Deane’s first column. Deane said
today that he will appeal to the
pride and sentiment of the 9,000
alums who receive the magazine.

Already administrators have
received some alumni response
and the magazine articles will
surely attract more. One recent
graduate, a coed now working
in New Orleans, wrote the Uni-
versity president, ‘. . Jt’s hard

" to explain exactly what the UA

means to an Alum. . .I grew to
love the school very much—the
students, my sorority, the jour-
nalism professors—all became
a big part of my life. They still
are. Old Main in some mystical
way symbolizes all this to me,
To tear it down would be a pity.”’

The University plans don’t call
for the building to be torn down.
The renovation is confined to the
inside while the exterior appear-
ance is to be restored similar
to that of the original Old Main.

1
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The following article from the Northwest Arkansas Times, Fayetteville,

was published April 15,1972, and was headlined "Threat

Troubles Many."

By DORRIS HENDRICKSON.,
TIMES Staff Writer

A pair of towers reach ma-
jestically skyward, standing
sharp and clear above the tree-
tops in the crisp Ozark Moun-
tain air — but for how long?

For almost a century these
towers and the gracious, be-
loved building they adorn have
stood as a symbol to thousands
of students who attended and
graduated from the University
of Arkansas where Old Main is
the oldest building on campus.

But what of future gener-
ations?

Will freshmen no longer
I'stand in slight awe as they

'gaze at the magnificent east
doors; will they no longer have
opportunity to look out the
graceful windows and get a
small taste of yesteryear when
\the people of Fayetteville and
| Washington County outbid all
other areas of the state and
brought the state University to
town? :

Those people of a century
ago sought something of which
they and the state could be
proud. They chose one of the
prettiest areas of a pretty town
to build their school. They want-
ed something that would last.

Harrison Hale in his History
of the University of Arkansas
says: *“‘Old Main stands for a
faith that was supreme — it is
‘still ’'radiant with the trans-
figuring beauty of age’. . .for
|decades it has been a ‘creator

of a sentiment that is pre-
cious’.” .
Now, University officials

have decided that drastic
changes must be made. But
confusion reigns as to just what
is planned for the building.

In a news release printed in
the TIMES on March 16, Minor
Wallace, UA coordinator of con-
struction and a member of the
Use Planning Committee, was
quoted as saying all interior
floors and partitions would be
replaced, and that a new eleva-
tor system, new heating and
air conditioning system, etc.'I
were planned. ‘

In a telephone interview this|
week, However, Wallace said|
that plans for the interior are
| “still under study.” He admit-|
|ted there was a possibility of
adding another floor, which ap-
parently would necessitate sub-|
stantial alterations in the ex-|
terior of the building despite,
earlier statements that follow-|
ing renovation its ‘‘exterior ap-!
pearance will be more similar|

than is the present exterior.”

Calling proposals a ‘‘fairly
authentic and expensive- renov-|
ation’ and insisting that the

to that of the original Old Main|'

[building “MAY look exactly

designed,’”” Wallace was unable
to outline specific plans for the
building, which might put to
rest anxieties of alumni and
others who fear the building is
slated for drastic change or
worse,

Anticipated expenditure is
some $4 million. According to
UA officials a substantial part
of the financing will come from
the federal government under
|legislation specifically designed
to preserve historic buildings.

These funds are earmarked
for preservation and restora-
tion of buildings and sites in-
icluded in the National Register
‘of Historic Sites. Old Main has
this designation.

According to Webster, restor-
ation is defined as an act of
restoring; a bringing back to a
former position or condition.
Preservation, Webster says,is
the act of preserving. Neither
definition comes ¢lose to
those suggestions which UA of-
ficials have so far made public.
~ In an effort to assess public!
sentiment on changes in Old
Main, the TIMES contacted
several of the candidates for the
state legislature from this area
and also spoke to Ted Boswell,
candidate for the U.S. Senate,

land to Sen. J.W. Fulbright
(D-Ark.)

Senator Fulbright, a gradu-
ate and former president of the
University of Arkansas, said
that (like the rest of the pub-
lic) he is not fully informed on
remodeling plans.

“‘But,”” he added, *‘I hope and
trust that any alterations will
preserve the character and tra-
dition of this historical build-
ing, which is the symbol of the
University to so many alumni
and citizens of Arkansas.”

Boswell was adamant in his
response: The building should
be maintained, he asserted. “‘It
would be a disaster not to main-
tain the integrity of the build-
ling.-It is a symbol to graduates
agd I want to see it maintain-
ed. 0
. “I am a strong believer in
preservation of historical build-
ings-and the integrity of Old
Main must be maintained re-
gardless of the need for recon-
struction.”

The sentiment of most those
questioned showed a belief that
the building should be retained
in as near its original form as
possible. Many agreed that
some interior changes have to
| be made, but most were in
' accord that these changes sure-
1y could be made without des-
Aroying the integrity and tradi-

like the period in which it was| |

|tion of the building.

Some of the comments from
candidates were:

“I am for keeping it as near
the original as possible. . .It is
a landmark and has a lot of
feeling for a lot of us (UA
graduates). It IS the Uni-
versity. It needs to be retained
just for its historical and senti-
mental value.” Bill Ramsey of
Prairie Grove, candidate for
state representative.

“I am a great believer in
historical tradition and would
be disappointed if Old Main
were destroyed. I certainly feel
the interior should be made
safe . ., but I would not, under
any circumstances, want the
exterior changed or done away
with.” Phil Phillips, state rep-
resentative candidate.

“0Old Main is certainly a
landmark and should be pre-
served. I want to keep even the
interior the way it is if pos-
sible.” State Sen. Morriss
Henry.

‘I am in favor of preserving

| the historical integrity of any
|building or any place that has
‘ such significance as I think Old
| Main does. I'm not satisfied
| with what the University ha s
| proposed.” Boyce Davis, candi-
| ddte for sfaté representative.
' FAVORS PRESERVATION
I “I'd like to see it preserved
in its present state as a land-
!mark and for tradition.”” Rich-
rard Hoyt, candidate for state
- representative.
I "I would like to see it left as
nearly as can be in the original
style consistent with protection
of the structure of the build-
ing.”” David Burleson, candi-
date for state senator.

“It would be very bad te
' strip the interior of the build-
ing and remodel it into modern
' rooms, but neither should it be
made into a sterile monument.
I would hope that the renova-
tion would encompass much the
same idea as the proposal for
the Ridge House — that it be
restored as nearly as possible
to its original decor, but at the
same time be kept functional
and kept in use by the Univer-
sity.” Dr. John Sugg, candi-
date for state senator.

“If they can keep it basi.
cally as it is, I see no harm in
renovation,” State Rep. Rudy
Moore Jr.

“I'm in favor of keeping it if
it is economically possible.”
State Rep. Charles Stewart.

State Rep. Hugh Kincaid de-
clined comment, asking for
time to study the situation.

Ernie Deane, UA journalism
instructor who brought plans
for changes in the building to
public attention, said Monday
that he has received telephone
calls and letters from “little
old ladies, former students and

to 014 Main

others = throughout the state
and from as far away as New

Orleans, expressing a desire to
restore and not change the
| building.

TRAVELER PROTESTS

The Arkansas Traveler, the
student newspaper, came out
against the proposals,
| In an article by Cecilia Croft,
| its managing editor, the Travel-
|er answered point by point the
reasons for renovation — and
| answered them ably, quoting
| various authentic sources.
| Miss Croft says the opening
lines of the Arkansas Alma
Mater — “‘Pure as the dawn on
the brow of thy beauty” was
written about Old Main and
1 asks the question ‘“Why $4 mil-
lion to ruin this?”

Many of those questioned

said they did not understand
exactly what the University
proposed to do, and feared that
interior renovation of the build-
ing is a term being used to hide
plans for demolition.
. Scare talk by UA officials
| about the safety of the building
|has prompted these fears. As
one Fayetteville resident said,
“once they get the intrior out,
it is conceivable that they will
suddently decide that the ex-
terior walls are unsafe and
down they will come.”

Perhaps if UA officials were
|candid about proposals to
!change the building, showing if
jand how it would be altered,
 the furor would be quieted.

Until such information is
made public, alumni and others
will continue to fear that the
administration is really plan-
ning to destroy the beloved old
building.




Expediency Of

Bad Taste

Ernie Deane, the old Arkan-
sas Traveler, can't quite re-
member as far back as when
they built Old Main, but he
knows pretty well how it was
done, having researched the
project personally. Deane, who
now serves the discipline of
communications and journalist-
ie science at the University, is
currently crossing swords with
the UA's administration (make
that pens instead of swords) on
the projected ‘“‘renovation” of
0Old Main's interior.

Aside from the historical in-
terests involved, the clash of
values represented by the Old
\Main project makes it an iq-
teresting case. In its way, it
is microcosmic of other mod-
ern adventures such as Urban
Renewal: the flight to the sub
urbs, and the high price (and
fashion) of antiques on today's
market.

PROF. DEANE launched his
campaign a couple of weeks
ago with a column in the
Springdale newspaper. He re-
ported how materials had been
assembled from a variety of
sources for the large and com-
nlex structure that was the
UA’'s first building. He conclud-
ed that it would be sacreligious
to gut the old lady and re-
build her innards in modern
motif (including an additional
floor).

That column caught statewide
attention through the medium
of the Associated Press. The
University administration then
responded with a lengthy
“white paper’” on the amount
of academic research and plan-
ning that had furnished the

eventual plan for renovation.

Included in the UA rTeport
were such considerations as the
inadequacy of elevator ser-
vice: the danger of certain
heavy segments of the Univer-
sity museum crashing down
from the fourth floor: the
inahility of iron columns to
withstand intense heat; dirt-
filled sections of hetween-floors
space; and a lack of access
for handicapped persons.

The University official posi-
tion added that the original
building was equipped with gas
lights, which are no longer
there, so that ‘‘restoration’” fis
not actually in issue.

Prof. Deane counters this
with the outrage of a close
personal zealot: “It's hardly
appropriate for an institution
of higher learning to employ
scare tactics to justify an un-
justifiable action,” he declares.
.. .The Old Main ‘renova-
tion,"” he says, * . is no
more a renovation than rape is
a gesture of love. . .”

STRONG WORDS; strong sen-
timent. Prof. Deane, of course,
speaks from the vantage point
of great intimacy with the
landmark building on the Uni-
versity campus. He was at-
tending classes and working in
the basement of Old Main be-
fore the current crop of ‘‘reno-
vators'' knew much more
about the UA than what part
of the state Fayetteville is lo-
cated in. Even today Prof.
Deane can walk through the
ground floor of the old building
and make contact with memo-
ries of Charlie Stone's hook
store, astronomy classes of Dr.
Harding, Uncle Walt’'s combina-
tion sports publicitv and journa-
1i sm department operations,
and maybhe ‘“Bull"” Hastings
wetting down his guitar so it
wouldn't rattle so much when
he treated an English class to
some Sandhergian muses.

With Prof. Deane, in other
words, there is a wealth of
nostalgia connected to the halls
and walls. as well as the ex-
terior of Old Main. Tt is his
contention that a bulk of the
UA's alums, given a choice,
would prefer to preserve the
old building, too.

There's an additional argu-
ment, to our way of thinking,
which isn’t answered or even
acknowledged in the UA’s offi-
cial response to objections, Our
chief concern has to do with
what would strike us as a lack
of intellectual integrity if the
campus’ most venerated, and
one of the stale’'s most historic
structures should be reduced to
the sterile conformity of our
“modern classroom’” con-
cept. There is a dignity to the
wide halls and high ceilings of
classrooms in Old M a{n, And
there’s a stirring inspiration in
the splendid views afforded hy

(From Northwest
Arkansas Times,
Fayetteville.
April 1,1972)
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ils generous expanse of win-
dows to the east. These quali-
tics are as much a part of
the bhuilding’s character and
value as are its towers and
time-worn brick.

Economic expediency is im-
portant, we know. Today's
growing awareness of the aes-
thetic values of old things —
furniture, bottles, hooks, cars
and buildings — is in part a
response to the spiritual chill
of today's ‘“‘expedient” archi-
tecture. Redoing the inside of
0Old Main may be the cxpedi
ent thing to do, but it would
represent, too, a monument t o
today’s ungracious tastes.
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Old Main as a ‘Forever Landmark’

For generation after generation
of University of Arkansas students,
“Old Main’’ has become a nostalgic
memory for the rest of their lives.

The massive old building now has
been a landmark for almost a
century of students—and for
travellers, who see its majestic
outlines atop the hill as they ap-
proach Fayetteville.

In it, the foundation of knowledge
was laid for countless outstanding
careers in Arkansas—and all over
the nation, for that matter. It has
hecome a tradition in Arkansas
~ducation.

So it’s entirely understandable
‘hat a lot of people are perturbed by
reports of plans to “improve’” ““Old
Main”’, making it more compatible
with the needs of today’s education.

The word has been that the
original walls and towers of the
building would be preserved, but
that the interior would be torn out
and rebuilt into a new layout of
corridors, rooms, etc.

The preservation of the walls and
towers has been welcome news, but
even the plans to entirely change
the interior have drawn bitter
protests from numerous sources.

They want repairs made where
necessary but not a redesigning and
rebuilding of the entire interior.

One can understand their
position. Few buildings in Arkansas
are so bound up with the history and
progress of the state as ‘‘Old Main”’.
In a time when the taxpayers and
foundations are spending vast sums
to ‘“‘restore’’ ancient landmarks
which have fallen into decay, it
certainly would seem that such a
remaining one as the ancient
“University veteran’’ should be
preserved. .

It should be no problem to get an
engineering survey to establish
safety and, if needed, to show where
strengthening is needed to assure it.
And with that established, what
earthly justification could there be
for making any changes in a
structure so tied up with the early
background of the state?

We believe the university officials
should give serious consideration to
simply a renovation job, where
needed—and the preservation: of
this tribute to the determination of
early Arkansans that education
always would be within the reach of
-theirs and succeeding generations.

There should be no basic change
in the structure that isn’t proved to:
be absolutely necessary in the cause’
of safety—and it’s doubtful, we:
suspect, that any such change IS:
‘necessary.
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R Need to Preserve Old Main

Thanks to the tenacity of the Sunday
NEWS columnist Ernie Deane, the renova-
tion of Old Main, the University of Ar-
kansas landmark, will not pass unnoticed.
After all, when it was constructed in 1875
it was the largest
" and it has always been-the'sy
er education in the state.

For thousands of UA alumni there is a
sentimental attachment that should not

be destroyed. As Deane put it in his first

column revealing the University’s plans
for tearing out the building’s insides:

““The venerable building needs fixing .

up, no question about that. The question
would seem to be, what really in a long-
range sense is the best way to fix it?
Some of us don’t agree at all that the best
way is to rip out and rebuild. . .”’

That has become the crux of a disagree-
ment between the University administra-
tion and opponents to the renovation plan
(more commonly referred to as ‘‘gutting’’).
In addition to receiving complaints from
UA grads, faculty members like Deane
and many others, the administration now
has agreed to argue its case before the
Washington County Historical Society. That
organization’s board of directors has al-
ready gone on record as being opposed to
‘gutting of the building and replacing the
core, which would include the addition of
another floor.

The growing opposition to the original

plan of renovation apparently has al-

ready caused some second thoughts on

unldmg in Arkansas?. ;

: h
just how this will be accomplished. Dr.
Dwain Manske, president of the County
Historical Society and a UA English pro-
fessor, suggests that the federal govern-
ment might. need to take a closer look at

the %al since much of the funding will

Wﬂs a result of the

~ building being listed in the Registry of
“Historic Places.

Dr. Manske notes that there is a differ-
ence ‘‘in restoration and remodeling,”
and his thoughts on this point will surely
be -expanded and clarified when the ques-

.tion...is dehated before the Hlstorlcal

Society.

If the building can be declared struc-
turally sound without a complete ‘‘gutting”’
then this is certainly the course that
should be followed. Too much history has
gone into Old Main to see it reduced to a
pile of old lumber, iron, hand-fired bricks
and square nails that alone actually repre-
sent nothing.

And the idea of addmg another floor to
the inside seems a little foohsh and con-
tradictory.

Old Main is one of the few remaining
original buildings on the UA campus and
every effort should be made to retain as
much of its original construction as pos-
sible. Too much history is being destroy-
ed by today’s so-called ‘‘progress.”” Old
Main should not be allowed to fall victim to
that type of thinking.



