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CONDITION 
0 ~ Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) (Check One) 

U Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved IKJ Origi~<al Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The exterior appearance of Old Main has changed little since its 
completion abo t l 879. The interior has undergone a continuous evolu­
tion during its lifetime; though changes in the basic fabric of the 
building have been little more than the inevitable repartitioning involved 
with use change. Heating, plumbing, and electrical systems have been re­
peatedly modernized. Reconstruction of the stairwells in 1948 to meet 
safety code requirements, and the installation of a passenger elevator 
constitute the most significant alterations in the original building. 

Dimensions, as given by an extant copy of the original specifica­
tions: '' ••• the bu~lding to be 214 ft. front, the central part 64 feet 
deep, the flanks 120 ft. front each and 64 ft. deep, the building 
forming _3 sides of a hollow square, leaving a court in the rear of the 
central part of the bldg ••• the bldg. to contain a basement and four 
stories." l .. 'l ' 

Exterior walls and interior bearing walls are of red bric~, kilned 
locally of clay dug on or near the campus site. Floor and roof con­
struction is of wood, most of which was supplied by the historic Van 
Winkle mill at War Eagle, 30 miles northeast. Cast iron columns have 
been used in the larger rooms of the north and south wings, and iron 
trusses are in the towers at 3rd floor level to resist extra stresses 
there. 

Window sills, arched window heads, quoins, and columns and trim of 
the front entrance are of limestone quarried in Washington and Madison 
counties. Exterior walls ·of the basement floor extend 10 feet aboye 
finished _grad~ a nd are faced with rusticated brown sandstone which was 
quarried nearby. 

A Mansard roof encloses the fourth (topmost) floor. The dormer 
windows of this floor ar e tr immed in wood which takes the form of tri­
angular pediments supported by plain wood pilasters at the jambs. A 
wide projecting cornice separates the brick facade from the Mansard 
floor, and is supported by rythmically spaced wood scroll-brackets. 

Both corner towers are topped by Mansard roofs. The south tower 
has a concave silpouette, whereas the north tower roof has an ogee 
silhouette of the towers, despite legends to the contrary, is with­
out political or historic significance, and was, doubtless, a whim of 

the designer. 

Some pertinent chronology from the notes of the Building 
Executive Committee, and the Board of Trustees: 

August 17,yl8J3 --, Ground was broken. Sept. 1875 -- Or 
t:ta•ct ·completed;·, leaving basement and fourth floor lfl!v,i. U ',I:!'i!: 

(See Continuation Sheet) 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Washin ton 

(Number aU entries) 

7. DESCRIPTION, CONT 1D 

1879 --Completion of Mansard (4th) floor. 188 1 --Outside wood­
work painted. 

1884-87 -- A heating system installed replacing wood-burning stoves. 
Water closets installed for males and females. 

1885 -- A new roof 11 of the best tin 11 replaced a troublesome old one. 
1895 --The water system, originally fed by a cistern, was connected 

to the newly completed Fayetteville water system. 
1896 --Sewer system installed for main building and dor mitories, 

discharging into a valley west of campus. 
1948 -- In compliance with fire-code, stair wells were isolated by 

fire doors, and wood stairs and handrails were replaced by 
fire-resistant steel with quarry tile surfacing. 

1953 -- A greenhouse was connected to the south facade for botanical 
research. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal IX] Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 Religion/ Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

t§ij Architecture 0 landscape 0 Sculpture 

0 Art Architecture 0 Socia 1/ Humon-

0 Commerce 0 Literature itorion 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 Transportation 

TATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

From the time of its completion "Old Main" became 
symbol of higher education in Arkansas~ For the first 25 years of 
its existence it housed almost all of the activities of the University 
ife. After almos~lOO years and the addition of dozens of new build­

ings to the campus, "Old Main" continues to be the identifying land­
mark of the University. 

The University of Arkansas was born as the Arkansas Industrial 
University in 1871 when the Arkansas General Assembly passed Act XLIV 
and elected a Board of Trustees. Governor 0. A. Hadley approved the 
Act on March 27, 1871. Fayetteville in ashington County and Batesville 
in Independence County were the only towns to show an interest in 
being chosen as the university site. In spite of its isolation from 
the rest of the State, Fayetteville was chosen. The choice must have 
been influenced by the minimum bond issue voted by Washington County 
and by generous land offerings by citizen of Fayetteville. 

Having visited the Agricultural and Industrial Universities of 
Illinois and Michigan, and also the Illinois Normal College, the Board 
of Trustees was convinced, by April 16, 1873, that the plans of Univ­
ersity Hall at Illinois Industrial University (University of Illinois 
at Urbana) was superior to the previously considered plans of McKay 
and Lelmle of Helena, Arkansas. 

A trustee, E. J. Searls, visited Urbana, Illinois, intending to 
obtain plans and specifications for the admired Illinois Industrial 
University building. Finding their plans incomplete and therefore 
useless, Mr. Searls went to Chicago to obtain plans from the architect, 
~ohn Mjlls Van Osdel. All of Van Osdel's plans and papers had been 
destroyed in the great fire of 1871, but he agreed to reproduce them 
for the sum of $1,000, with "such changes as we might suggest." 

Architectural historian, Alan Gowans, has used a photograph of 
"Old Main" in his book Images of American Livi,ng , (1Lipp~p.cott, 1964) as 
an illustration of the Bigp Victorian style. Of this style he writes, 

. r 

(See Continuation Sheet) 



First Report of the Arkansas Industrial University, Little Rock: Little 
Rock Printing and Publishing Co., pp. 46,57,59,93,152, 165-168, 
173-175, 179-182. 

Gowans, Alan, Images .of American Living, New York: Lippincott Co., 1964. 

Hale, Harrison, University of Arkansas, 1871-1948, Fayetteville: Univer­
sity of Arkansas Alumni Association, 1948. pp 25-29, 35,42,58, 150-
151, 157. 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

ST A T E: 

S TA TE: 

ST A T E: 

Sutherland 

Universi of Arkans 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

C IT Y OR TOWN: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tion al Hi storic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

leve l of significance of this nomination is: 

Nati onal 0 State 0 Local 0 

No- ~&t&lif~ " 
Title Executive Director 

Arkansas Planning Commission 

D ate 

STATE 

Arkansas 

10. 17" 

I hereby certify that this pr operty is included in the 

National Registe.-. 

Chief, Office p£ Archeology an d His t oric P reset va 

JUN 1 5 19iv. 
Date ---------------------------------------

ATTEST: 

m 
m 

z 

0 

z 



Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY . NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . SIGNIFICANCE, CONT'D 

STATE 

Akransas 
COU N T Y 

Washington 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

10 

"Far to the west ••••••• cosmopolitan grandeurs of Washington, Philadelphia, 
and New York could hardly be equalled; but they could be emulated, on an 
appropriate scale. So during the late 1860's and 70's one college after 
another particularly the new land-grant institutions created during the 
war -- erected those fine new towered, mansarded, gingerbreaded buildings 
beloved as the "Old Mains" of later alumni reunions, dramatizing the new 
kind of American education, comprehensible in subject matter and democratic­
ally available to all •••" 
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!Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

STATE: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

Fayet tevil l e 

1. Property broundar ies where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference . 

STATE 

Ar kansas 
COUNTY 

Vlashing ton 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 

Old Main, University of 
Arkansas 

County, State 

Washington 
County 

Reference Number 

70000131 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

Nomination 

_Photographs 

__K_ USGS Map (Non-USGS Map Present) 
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t:l:' . Jolm H. Petel"Gon 
Executive !li:rcctar 
iU'kn..."l9D. :a,..nning Car.:o.ia.~ion 
Littl.e :Rcc..lt_, Arka.nsas T<22Dl 

lie are plee.scd. to ~"'"!!1 you that the historic propertiefl U.~ted on 

the enclooure have been placed on the N-etion...."'\1 Regi.st.er of II1stor1o 

Pla.oes. SenatorG J oh.:.'l L. McClellan end J. Y. Fulbright nnd- the 

hol.d r.u.r;;r pt!JJ:Ucit"-J on thia until you have received a ca-rbon oapy o1' 

Encloa"t.C"e 

Ernest Allen ConnnJ Jy 
Ch1ef ~ Oi'f'1ce of Archeo~OQ' 

and Iiiator:tc Preservation 

JUN 1 5 1S?v 
EnteJ:\..--d 1n the Iiational Register 

-------------------
cc : 

-- - - -- . -- - Illl._ -- -- --- - · -- - -

6/10/70 
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· Properties added to the !btions.l ReGister ot H13tor1cal Places 

Little Roek, Arkansas 

Old Na1n Fayetteville, Arkansas 
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Director,. South t egion 
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g cc: 
Dr. John M. Peterson, Elcecutive Director, Arkansas Planning CODIIlisaion, 

L1 ttle Rock, Arkansas 72201 

JUL 8 1970 
\ 



J. W .. FULBRIGHT, ARK., CHAIRMAN 

JOHN St-ARKMAN, ALA. GEORGf' D. AIKEN, VT. 
MIKE MANSFIEI.J), MONT. KARL E. MUNDT, S.DAK. 
ALBERT GORE, TENN. CLI~RD P. CASE, N.J. 
FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO JOHN SHERMAN COOPER, KY. 
snJART SYMINGTON, MO. JOHN J. WILLIAMS , DEL. 
THOMAS J. DODD, CONN. JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y. 
CLAIBORNE PELL, R.I. 
GALE W. MCGEE, WYO. 

CARL MARCY, CHIEF OP STAFF 
ARTHUR M. KUHL, CHIEF CLERK 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

July 21, 1970 

The Director ~ j~ 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

The communication attached is self­
explanatory, and I would appreciate your pro~ 
viding me information which would be helpful 
in responding properly to the writer . 

Sincerely yours, 

A--'?~~u 
o W. Fulbright 

JWF:pw 

c_L-
( 



' 1 , • .. . 

Mr. Frank E. Harrison . 
Acting Deputy Director 
National Park Service 

':.· -i . ·.'/. 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20:?40 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

, 1' :. ·· 

July 1, 1970 

Senator Fulbright has informed us that the nomination of Old Main 
Building, Fayetteville campus of the University, has been approved by you 
for inclusion in the National Register. This nomination was by action of 
the State Committee which functions under the Arkansas Planning Commission. 

We are excited about this development, particularly since the University 
will be celebrating its Centennial in 1971. Old Main is the significant 
symbol for those many years of educational services to the nation, the State 
and theregion. 

We are aware that the designation in the National Register is a 
condition precedent in qualifying for a federal grant under the National 
Historic Preservation Act. There is important restoration reconstruction 
which must be undertaken, primarily to the interior, if this significant 
building is to be preserved. Therefore, at the appropriate time we shall 
apply to the Arkansas Planning Commission for a grant from federal funds. 

Because the nomination came from the State Committee, rather than from 
formal action of the University itself, we are in need of information about 
the obligations which may attach by reason of inclusion in the National 
Register and by reason of a federal grant for use in restoration. He would 
appreciate receiving a copy of your guidelines or regulations containing 
this information. 

OOM/km 

cc: Senator J. W. Fulbright~ 
Dr. John Peterson 

Sincerely, 

David W. Mullins 
President 



c
c
: 

D
r.

 
G

eo
rg

e 
M

. 
R

ey
n

o
ld

s,
 

C
ha

ir
m

an
, 

S
ta

te
 R

ev
ie

w
 C

om
m

it
te

e,
 A

rk
an

sa
s 

H
is

to
ry

 
C

om
m

is
si

on
, 

O
ld

 S
ta

te
 B

o
u

se
, 

J.
it.

tl
e
 R

oc
k,

 
A

rk
an

sa
s 

72
20

1 
v/

ey
. 

iD
e
. 

,.
,.

..
..

 J
te

ci
c:

s 
W

/f
ll

• 
iD

e •
 

• 

i .. 

, 
J; 

'V
l!t

at
: 

~~
~s

~:
ei

' 
~§
 f 

cl
 

~ 
~~

 
If 

a"'
· i 

• 
~ 

El
~,
 "

(' 
U

l 

I~ 
f 

~ 
t 

:. 
e! ~

~ 
i 

..
 n

 

~ 
j ..

 1 
~ft .

.
.
 u

f.
 

f§
 

~ 
~-

" 
f 

.:r
 -

. 
~ 

...
. 

ft
 

c+
 

I 

! 1
 !) 

0 
..

 
0 

.
.
 

. 
+

'\ 
8 

g 
.-

,
f»

 .... !< 

.. 

f!!
 ,.. .....
. 

(.
.:

1 i 

~
~
.
-
:
r
o
 

-
-:s

-~
 ' :

:::-
~
 

-_
)~

~{
:-

.-
~
 

,
r
-

<:
::>

.. 
~ 



UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
FAYETTEVILLE 

OFF ICE OF THE PR ESIDE NT 

Mr. Frank E. Harrison 
Acting Deputy Director 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

July 1, 1970 

Senator Fulbright has informed us that the nomination of Old Main 
Building, Fayetteville campus of the University, has been approved by you 
for inclusion in the National Register. This nomination was by action of 
the State Committee which functions under the Arkansas Planning Commission. 

We are excited about this development, particularly since the University 
will be celebrating its Centennial in 1971. Old Main is the significant 
symbol for those many years of educational services to the nation, the State 
and the region. 

We are aware that the designation in the National Register is a 
condition precedent in qualifying for a federal grant under the National 
Historic Preservation Act. There is important restoration reconstruction 
which must be undertaken, primarily to the interior, if this significant 
building is to be preserved. Therefore, at the appropriate time we shall 
apply to the Arkansas Planning Commission for a grant from federal funds. 

Because the nomination came from the State Committee, rather than from 
formal action of the University itself, we are in need of information about 
the obligations which may attach by reason of inclusion in the National 
Register and by reason of a federal grant for use in restoration. We would 
appreciate receiving a copy of your guidelines or regulations containing 
this information. 

IMM/km 

cc: Senator J. W. Fulbright 
Dr. John Peterson 

JUL 7 1970 

Sincerely, 

~t'* -~lins 
President 
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JUt 2 9 1970 

Hon. J. W. Fulbright 
United Statea nat 
Wa.sb.ington, D.C • 

Dear Sene. tor Fulbright t 

JUL 2 8 1970 

We are pleas d to clmowled.g your in 1ry in behalf of Mr.. David W. 
MulUn concerning the Old Main Building, Fayetteville campus of 
the University of Arkan a • 

We appreciate your interest in this tter and will provide you 
a. reply at our earliest opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG( J~ .. 

FNP:TGWood:gcm 7/28/70 

CL 66C5f 



' . ERNIE DEANE 
010 Arlingto n 'fcrra cc 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701 

Hnrch 28,1972 

Hon. John Paul Han:merachmidt, 
. United States ConBreos 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Congressman Hammerschmidt: 

I \ ' •,- ., - -- • i/ ;·:: , ~J "·- .. . 

Please note my ahsolute oppooition to the plo.n 
to obtain money from tho federa l government to "preserve" 
the historic buildinr; at the Univeroity of Arkansas known 
as "Old Main," said 'preservation" to entail the gutting 
of the building and the conotruction inoide ita walla of 
an entirely new, "modernized" building. 

Preservation of Old Hain in virtually ito original 
state, yes, for this truly would be pre s ervation in its 
proper sense of one of the moot historica lly important 
buildines in Arknnsao and in thn Southwest~ But to call 
the gutting of the building "preoervation 11 and to use 
federal funds to accomplish this phony "preservation" is 
t6 my mind unjustified and perhnps even morally dishonest. 

I have written two articles on the subject for the 
Sunday Springdale Hews, and am enclosing copies. 

I simply do not believe that our r.ovcrnment ohould be 
making federal funds available to "pr ese rvation" projects 
when tho truth of the matter is tho proj ect in que s tion is 
a destruction project. Surely the intention of the federal 

. le r: islntion concorninp; preservation of. historic bnildines 
and sites wno actua lly to prese 1:~e and not to destroy or 
seriously damage them. 

;hose of us who oppose this Old ~ain plan are doing 
so rather lnte in the enme, because we knew little or nothing 
of the plan. A~parently study ha s been tmder way for over two 
years in secret or aomi-eocret activity. 

' ,.. ~' .. ' . , ... _ , ·- ... ·~ .. __ \., .... -.... I . 



I ,. 

t 
t 

Ernie Deane. · · (SprinGda.le,Ark. ,Sunday News 3/5/72) 

The Gutting ot Old Main 
If I could comro~e and ~ing 

an Owrk folk song like Jtmmy 
Drift wood can, I 'd ~I art one 
wrneth1ng like thi~ : 

They'rr gonn:~ gut Oltl Main, 
boys. 

Down at the llnl ,ver·si·lee : 
They're gonna gut Old Main, 

boys, . 
And !lave wme money . se-e? 

What sets me o!r on this 
ballad is word that the Univer· 
silv of Arkansa5 l1> fixing to 
lear out the innards or its 
mo!lt historic building . The 
original walls and towers o( the 
1870's will be kept, but a com· 
ph•tely "modem" building is to 
be c-onstructed in!lide the walls. 
The rationalization I~ that it ' ll 
cost les5 money to lrar out the 
lnsidrs. and rebuild . than it will 
to modernize what's <~lre;~dy 
there . Maybe liO, although some 
comparat ive cost eslimatt's 
mly,ht be enlightening . 

More pertlnml than mon..-y, 
howt'vt'r , I! a point that 
roncems a lot ' o(. u~ old Rrnd;· 
·1n thi!l: You cannot put a 
dollan-and·rrnts value on ~rn· · 
tlmrnt. or tradition. or on his· 
tory . Without these, no univrr· 
~ltv is worthv of thl' name. 
Tit.«'!lt' (acts · too oflrn are 
Ignored hy cduratlonal instilu· 
tlnM. dtv and countv J!O\'t'rn· 
mt'nt~. churcht•s, and r h.1 mbrrs 
or commrrce whl'll "progre~s" 
I !I thr artlon cry . Sll dt1wn come 
the old homr! ;1nd c-ourtlwu,M 
nnd l'hurr.hr~ and 1r honl hutld · 
in~, And thr l(l'flrratlofl!l ·wh lrh 
w1ll lollow us will br dr nird all 
p!l~ftlhilily o( String. or ferling, 
what the pa~t wa!l reall:-' l1ke . 
The herilal(l our drscendantt 
art mlltlcd to enjoy has bffn 

delihrratclv dc!ltn,~· r-d . 
i'ol evrr~· thtng old can be 

prrsNvNl. hut surelv ·•prog· 
rr~~ .. !ihould rnr.1n the prr~· 

rr\' ;1!1on o( ~orne of tta• ~:• : 11 
thing~ nf (';trltN llnll'~ Old 
Matn w1th nt•w 1nn;~rds will be 
no more the re;~l Old !\t;~m than 
a !'iluffrd mo(lsr in ;~ museum 
i~ lhe n•al animal. The sktn 
mtght be the same. but the heart 
and soul will be gone. 

UmHrsity Hall. as tlus vrn· 
erable building was orif!inally 
named . is one or our stale's 
most sip11f1cant structures . 
When completed near!~· a ccn· 
tury ago. it W;JS the larjiesl 
m.1n·rn.1dr build1ng in Ark:wsas . 
It gave V1s1ble proof that hil(h· 
er cdul'ation for pt>Or men 's 
childrt·n had at last brcome a 
realtt~· Rut it was more than 
that . It was 11 monurnrnl to tht' 
lmaglnJIIOn. 1ngenu1ty and skill 
or Northwr~t Arkama5 · r){'()ple. 

Some 2GO .OOO pound ' or iron 
went into Old Main 's 1ns1de!! . 
Evrry ~und of it hall h~n lnh· 
rlcntrd rnr away. and thrn boat · 
ed up the Ark11n s a~ lllvrr . and 
thrn haulrd over the Bo ston~ 
In ox wagon!! . Wht>rr l(las~ (or 
.several hundred brauttful win · 
dows Y.'as manuf actun~ l'\·e 
nrvr.r known. but it came from 
far aw.1y, !1>0. over the rnnun· 
lain~ :\Iori' than two and a hall 
mtllton bn rk~ \\err f1rcd lrnm 
fayrttcville clay . The great 
lirnbrrs that hold the build ing 
lol(rthrr wrrr cut rrorn (h.H;., 
r11rr ~ t' . ~ a wrd lntn ~h ;qw at the 
fam nu\ \'11n Winkle !\till n<'ar 
War 1-:a glr . and ha ul!'d thrllufh 
the htll~ bv oxl'tl Brown ~and · 
5ton~ for lht ba~emrnt lno ttnl(~ 
<~nd walls W<t5 quarrtrd JUst a 
ltw hundred fettt from the bu·1ld·· 

ing silt' . Who know~ where z~,n 

ki'I(S of " <;qU:trc " natls 1';11111' 

from~ TitC\' mi~~ht h;t\'1' hrt•n 
h:~mmctrd 'out h\' lo C' al hl ;wk· 
~rmths Trulv . Old 1\b1n · ~ in· 
s11h•q havr ht storit·al ami Sl'llli· 

mental value. and thev ·ve hnw· 
lioncd well for a mi~hty long 
lime . 

· But a building like Uti~ is 
more than materials . II !lhnuld 
be a monument to the men ;md 
women who tau~~ ht :~nd ~1u1hrd 
Ill its hallowed h a ll~ Stm·r 
11175 , gratluatcg have .:one out' hv 
thl' thousands, It~ scn.·t' flrkan­
sa~ · and the na1t f1 n- p,ovrrnors 
and members of ron~ress . l' OU · 

cators and SCII.'Illtqs, jo~n..:,!l · 
ists, preachers . prHH't'S of"i·om· 
merce and 1ndustry . hnusr· 
wives and heroes . llll'ss ·em. 
all. . . "thy childrt'n departed . 
f.1f from thr land wht•re their 
.footstep~ have trod ." 

The Vl'tlerable building nt•rds 
r1XIIll( up, no quesllnn about 
that . TI1r qurgtwn would H't'lll 
to he . what rcallv 1n n Inn~ · 
r<~nl(l' srn~r is lhl' IJI'st w;av tn 
hx 11' Sornr of 11'1 don 't a~rt·t• 

at all that lht' lwst w;n· i~ to 
np out and rl'lnuld But the 
word IS, the dt'<'t~ion h:1s al · 
ready bl'cn madr . And su bal'k to 
thl' (nlksnnl( and i\ l'lo:o~inl( 

verse · 
Sa\' goodbyt'lo Old ~L11n. hov!l . 
Down at our llna · Vcr · ~l·tre . 
She 's 11onna he gulll'd and 

rutnl . h(l n , 
ller llk1•s nl(aln ~· ou ' ll nrvt•r 

~t•e . 

And m:l~' ht• ha\'t' a lttllt• h.tl'k· 
ground mu~u.• ol lu1dlt·~ . h;tn · 
jo~ and l(illar~. piPot~t· 1\t•t•tr 11 
low . ltlow and ~ad . 01:< hl'111t1n · 
the theme. 

'• 





DRAFT 
FBSarles:ear 
April 14, 1972 

Hon. John Paul Hammerschmidt 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Hr. Hammerschmidt: 

Thank you for your recent letter on behalf of Mr. Ernie Deane 

concerning "Old Main" on the campus of the University of Arkansas 

at Fayetteville. 

We are not aware of any proposed Federal funds for a project of this 

type at the University of Arkansas. The grants-in-aid program 

authorized by the National Historic Preserv tion Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 

915), as amended, provides matching grants for historic preservation 

and the enclosed "Fact Sheet" describes the grants-in-aid program. 

The State of Arkansas has made no application for a matching grant 

for "Old Main" under this program, however. 

As a National Register property, "Old Main" is afforded a measure of 

protection against adverse effect from any Federal or federally 

funded undertaking under Section 106 of the National Historic Preser-

vation Act. This protection is discussed in the section entitled "The 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation" in the enclosed folder, 

'the National Register of Historic Places. 11 



Preservation matters within the purview of the National Historic 

Preservation Act generally are handled on the State level through 

the State Liaison Officer for historic preservation. The Arkansas 

State Liaison Officer is listed on the second page of the "Fact 

Sheet." 

We appreciate your interest in histbrtc preservation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mr. William E. Henderson, Director, Arkansas Department of Parks and 

Tourism, State Capitol, Room 149, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 w/cy inc. 
Director, Southwest Region w/cy inc. 
LS-Mr. Melvin 
I-Mr. Winge 
HR-w/cy inc. 



WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESSIONAL, OR SECRETARIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

TO: HR 

FROM: Division of Legislative Services (LS) 

SUBJECT: Preservation-Southivest 

CONTROL NUH.BER: 

SUSPENSE DATE: April 17,1972 

The attached correspondence is fon.;arded for the preparation of 
a draft reply. In the event the above suspense date cannot be 
met, please furnish me an interim draft reply on or before that 
suspense date, and include reasons for the delay and an estimate 
as to t he date a final reply may be expected. 

All draft r eplies must be surnamed by the Chief of the Division 
preparing the draft . It ~>rill be optional with that Division 
Chief as to '"hether his Assist ant Director should also surname 
the draft. 

For NPS signature •u,•u~'~'~'u '~'~'~'vw~~~XXX 
For Secretarial signature ------------------ Ira Whitlock 

PLEASE LE/'-1. iTB 'rHIS MEI•10 ATTACHED TO THE CORRESPONDENCE 
WAS0-31 (6 / 71) USDI • NPS 

, _ 



Hou. John Polll HEU!it!erschmidt 
Houze of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dem... l·lr. l!nmroerochmidt: 

APR 11 1972. 

rre m-e pleused to acknovrleclee your i nquiry in behalf' of' Mr. Ernie 
Deana concerning preservation of' a historic building on the Universit,y 
of l~l:un.sas c "' r:JDUS . 

lie appreciate your intereot in this matter and. vUl provide you a 
r epJ:y at our ea..rlie:;;t opportunity. 

cc: 
F~~ :CRBraxton :dvt:4-l0-72 

' LS) --

' Sincerely yours, 

George B. Hartzo& Jr .. 

Director 

i 
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UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
FAYE'ITEVILLE ? 2? 01 

DEPARTMENT OF .JOURNALISM 

april 23,19?2 

Mr . George B. Hartzog, l)irector 
~ational ~ark ~ervice 
Washington , D.C. 

Dear ~r . Hartzog: 

HH ----

HHA ___ _ 
---

Your letter of April 11,19?2, to vongressrnan J:ohn __ 
Hammerschmidt of the 'l'hird .o.rkansas District, concerning _y_ _ l 
communication to the congressman on the subject of the pr serve- ___l 
tion of this University 's most historically significant building, 
has been forwarded to me by Rep . Hammerschmidt. 

The building in question was completed in 18?5 and is 
correctly named University hall , but from long student and faculty 
tradition it is always referred to as "Old Main." In the field of 
higher education in this state, and more particularly in the land 
grant college picture nationally, it is one of the most important 
structures west of the Mississi ppi River . It has been properly 
designated a national historic site, or structure, and your Service 
correctly is considering financial assistance to restore and pre ­
serve it. However , there is a highly unpleasant fact with which 
you possibly are not familiar: This University at the moment is 
moving towards the complete te~ring out and destruction of the 
entire interior of "Old vlain, '' ·and the construction within the 
original walls of a new buildi~g of five floors(the original has 
only four), said new building being no more like the original than 
the Lincoln l• emorial is like Honest Abe's boyhood cabin. 

Not only as a graduate of this institution, and as a member 
of the University faculty, but as a taxpayer I object most strongly 
to both the destruction of this historic structure but also to the 
waste of federal funds on new construction under the guise of 
"historical restoration." 'hat is why I wrote vlr. han.merschmidt, 
and that is why he wrote to you. Jurely the 100711 redesigning and 
reconstruction of the interior of a historic structure, leaving only 
the original skin or perhaps only a p3. rt of the original skin, is 
not the sort of "historic restoration and preser vation" that the 
government has in mind for such buildings. 

I find myself in open opposition to the administration of 
this lini vers i ty. 'l'his is a most unpleasant and uncomfortable posit ion 
in which to be, indeed. But I have worked for years trying to help 
persuade the people of this state to restore and preserve a number of 
historic buildings, and have enjoyed some degree of success, and I 
cannot sit silently by now and watch my own alma mater waste federal 
and state funds to gut and ruin Arkansas 's most significant building 
in the field of public education. 

Enclosed are some press articles on the subject for your 
kind consideration. 

yu;;;ours, 
, Ernie Deane 

Asst . Proressor 
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'"(.ild r;·:d.n" c.n th~ c-~::~:u.a of tha U:niverolt¥ iJ:i! .F.:tr .. anaa.s .s.t. 

-------
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f:;x· hi~t.~r1-c: !.' .: ~~~ r~~~?-:;lt.io.tl. :r 1~ o ~lt) e_l:c;e~-:i t·:.·~~: 't ~tee~ d.eGcrlbt!a tll6 
£}r'~~rst.~ -- :1!l• at~ ;/r::;:~·~;J~1 ... :i:ll ~ :::t..~t.~! or ;1-l.,~:~~;n.~{~ta ha:; rude no ~!.Jltli-:a.• 
•.:.L·ll for a r,:-;.t.d:.ir~t~ E'~I'1~fit toJ.' ;;.0ld l·~!J.i.i\ '{ l;i."\<iJ?t' thl& vro£t'uill . 

/';.t; ~;,; rl.:.~icn~;.l R(Ti.:;;.t.t.n." ?t'\":'!.'!~z't.;r, n\Jl.O. i i•.d..ti'tf le e..!'f<.~d.ed a. il'i.C?l&-l.U"i! 
cf r rot{''c tl('rJ ~:·:~in~t ;;;Klve r- ~'i! ei'.f-cct fr·::·-e:. e.:uy .r·c:,:;n.·t.\1. o: federally 
~~D.tle~l. \~ !"!.~l,~ l'"'l.f·~~:~.i~;~1 c -.::.')i.r:~ .r tl, .. ct- l.<.i·~ l C-6 ott t.~~ -e- i:_;~t*ivn~~ lil~~:.r.i.e 
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/ s / Robert M. Utley 

and ~1st~ric Preservation 
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H34-PHR 

Mr. !rrd.a De.aae 
Aleiatant Profeaao~ 
DepU'tllet\t of Jounaallaa 
Untwntty of Arkan• .. 

JUL 1419n 

rayat .. ville. Arkauae 72701 

Dear Mr. Deane: 

Thank you for your lett:er to ntr•cte krtsoa coaamirt 
on the us of the Uaiveralty of l'k u. 

r 

J. 

We h ve no knowleda ot any h4eral f cliftg f r thf.a nject 4 
have noeived no nqueat for funda unclel" our l»I'OP'ut of utehtn& 
ar.ata (••• oleaed f.nfo~tt.on theata). 

Buildtaaa Ott the Natioul Register such a nold Main" are affol"dad 
a .-.. ure of protection aaaf. t e49arw• effect• froa f erally 
fun4ed proje ta by Se•tton 10 of the atioaal Biatorte r .. eYYatt 
Act (8 Stat. 915), A · y of e et ta altto cloe.d. 

More infonllllticm on tbia, u 11 a on our aranta 1'~-. can e 
Obtain• throuah the tate Ltat Officer who 1• lt ted Oft t 

cloaed faet aheet. 

We Wi.Mh to thank you f•r the intanat you b.,. abown in biatorte 
J'nH"attcm. 

Enelosuna 

cc:cc: 

Sinn rely yovna, 

~l>er -- -~-m;~ 

Dir.aetO'I:' 

'Offfb·e of ~~~i{eology· 
and Historic Preservation 

Mr. William E. Henderaon, Director, Arkansas Department of Parke and 
Tourism, State Capitol, Room 149, Little Rock·, Arkansas 72201 w/c inc. 

Mr. Jack Porter, Administrator, Arkansas Historical Commission, Old State 
House, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 w/c inc. 

Director, Southwest Region w/c inc. 
I, Mr. Winge 

Pitt\ -Mr-w I c inc. 
PHR-w I c inc. 
JBINGLE:mh:7/7/7?. BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHR 
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Opposition Grows to Old Main 'Gutting' 
FA YETIEVILLE NEWS 

columnist Ernie Deane's efforts 
to waylay the gutting of Old 
Main on the University of Ar­
kansas campus should getanadd­
ed impetus next week-provided 
administrative arguments for the 
buildiilg's "renovation" don't 
'quell emotional repugnance to the 
plan. 

The Washington County His­
torical Society . Thursday will. 
hear both sides of the argument 
spawned by a column written 
for the Sunday NEWS by Deane, 
a UA journalism professor whose 
association with the University 
spans some 40 years. 

Dr. DwainManske, president of 
the Historical Society and an 
English professor at the UA, told 
the NEWS today that spokesmen 
for both sides will be heard 

(From the 
Springdale ,Ark., 
l.iaily News, 
4/14/72) 

at the Thursday meeting of the 
Society's board. 

Deane's column read in part, 
"What sets me off ••• is word 
that the University of Arkansas 
is fixing to tear out the innards 
of its most historic building. The 
original walls and towers of the 
1870's will be kept, but a com­
pletely "modern" building is to 
be constructed inside thew alls. , • 

"Not everything old can be 
preserved, but surely 'progress' 
should mean the preservation of 
some of the good things of earlier 
times. Old Main with new innards 
will be no more the real Old 
Main than a stuffed moose in a 
mus·eum is the real animal. The 
skin might be the same, but the 
heart and soul will be gone •• ," 

Dr. Manske anticipates a res-
olution will be passed by the 
Society opposing the gutting of 
Old Main. He indicated he had 
received a unanimous response 
from board members when they 
were polled about the question. 
However, they will hear both 
arguments. 

The University may not be 
fully committed to the renovation 
plan, Manske told the NEWS, He 
indicated that research is being 
done now on the status of plans. 
And he believes there's an "ex­
cellent chance" the gutting can 
be waylayed. 

Dr. Manske notedthatOldMain 
has been listed in the National 
Registry of Historic Places, The 
University, in a response to 
Deane's initial column on the 
Old Main matter, noted: "A sub­
stantial part of the financing of 
the renovation will come from 
the federal government under 
legislation specifically designed 
to preserve historic buildings." 
The University release further 
noted that to secure the federal 
financing, the UA was able to 
obtain the national designation 
of Old Main as a historic place. 
Dr. Manske noted that there is 
a difference "in restoration and 
remodelling" and suggested that 
the federal government might 
need to take a closer look at the 
proposal. 

Not only will the Historical 
Society become involved soon · ~ 
in the controversy surrounding ~ 
the landmark building, but in the 
University's April edition of the 
alumni magazine, UA alums will 
be given information from both 
the institution's standpoint and 
Deane, A spokesman for the alum-
ni office said today that basical-
ly the administrative response 
will be that released after 
Deane's first column. Deane said 
today that he will appeal to the 
pride and sentiment of the 9,000 
alums who receive the magazine. 

Already administrators have 
received some alumni response 
and the magazine articles will 
surely attract more. One recent 
it"aduate, a coed now working 
in New Orleans, wrote the Uni­
versity president, ". , .It's hard 
to explain exactly what_ the UA 
means to an Alum •• .I grew to 
love the school very much-the 
students, my sorority, the jour­
nalism professors-all became 
a big part of my life. They still 
are. Old Main in some mystical 
way symbolizes all this to me. 
To tear it down would be a pity." 

The University plans don't call 
for the building to be torn down. 
The renovation is confined to the 
inside while the exterior appear­
ance is to be restored similar 
to that of the original Old Main. 



The following article from the Northwest Arkansas Times, Fayetteville, 
was published April 15,1972, and was headlined "Threat to Old Jvlain 
Troubles Many." 

By DORRIS HENDRICKSON. 1 1 building "MAY look exactly 
TIMES Staff Writer : like the period in whi.ch it was 

. A. pair of towers reach ~a- designed," Wallace was unable 
Jestically skyward, standmg , to outline specific p1ans for the 
shai'p and clear above the tree- [ . . . . 
tops in the crisp Ozark Moun- buildmg, which tru·ght put to 
tain air - but for how long? I rest anxieties of alumni and 

For almost a century these others Wlho fear the building is 
towers and the gracious, be- slated for drastic change or 
loved building they adorn have worse. 
stood as a symbol to thousands Anticipated expenditure is 
of students who attended and some $4 million. According to 
gradu~B.ted from the University UA ·offici-als a substantial part 
of Arkansas where Old M-ain is of the financing will. come from 
the oldest building on c·ampus. the federal ··government under 

But what of · future gener- legislation specificaLly designed 
ations? · to preserve historic buildings. 

Will freshmen no longer These funds are earmarke<i 
1 
stand in slight awe as they for preserv•ation and restora­

l gaze at the magnificent east tion of buildings and sites in-
doors; w~l they n-o longer have 1.cluded in the National Register 
opportumty to look out the ;.of Historic Sites. Old Main has 
graceful windoiWs and get a this designati . 
small taste of yesteryear when . on. 
the - people of Fayetteville and Accordmg to Webster, restor-
Washington County outbid all ation is de.fined as an act of 
other areas of the state and restoring; a bringing back to a 
brought the state University to former position or condition. 
tO\vn? Preservation, We~bster says ''•is 

Those people of a century ' the act of preserving. Neither 
ago sought something of which definition comes close to 
they and the state could be those suggestions whioh UA of­

, proud. They <:hose one of the ficials have so far made public. 
' prettiest areas of a pretty town In an effort to assess public 1 

' to build their school. They want- sentiment on changes in Old 
ed something that would last. . Main, the · TtMES contacted 

Harrison Hale in his History several of the· candidates for the 
of the University of A<rkansas state legislature f.rom this area 
says: "Old Main stands for a and also spoke to Ted Boswell, 
faith that was supreme - it is candidate for the U.S. Senate 

· s~il1 . 'radiant With the trans-- land to Sen. J.W. Ftilbrig~t 
figunng beauty of age' .• .for . (D-A<rk.) 
decades it has been a 'creator Senator Fulbright, a gradu· 
of a sentiment that is pre- ate and fomner president of the 
cious'." University of Arkansas, said 

Now, University offidals that (like the rest of the pub· 
h a v e decided that drastic 

1 
lie) he is not ful:ly informed on 

,changes must be made. But remodeling plans. 
confusion reigns as to just what "But," he added, ''I hope and 
is planned for the building. trust that any alter'B:tions wiH 

In a news release printed in preserve the character . and tra­
the TIMES on March 16, Minor dition of this historical b\lild· 
Walla.ce, UA coordinator of con- ing, which is tJhe sym;bol of the 
struction and a member of the University to so many alumni 
Use Planning Committee, was and citizens of Arkansas." 
quoted as saying all interior Boswell "~s adamant in his 
floors and partitions would be response: The building should 
repl.aced, and that a new eleva- be maintained, 'he asserted. "It 
tor system, _ne..y heating anti would be a disaster not to main· 
air conditioning system, etc. '[ tain the integrity of the build· 
were planned. ing. ·It is a symbol to graduates 

In a telephone interview this·! and I want to see it maintain· 

I ed. 
. week, however, W~1lac: said "I ani a strong believer in 
: !~·a~ plans for the .. mtenor a~e 1 preservation Qf historical build-

still under study. H.e _~trot- \ ; ings . and the integrity of Old 
ted there was a possibility of 1 

• Main must be maintained re-
adding another floor. ':V'hich ap- ; gardless of the need for recon-
parently would necessitate sub- 1 struction." · 
stantial a:l.terations in .the ex- \ The sentiment of most those 
teri<?r of the ·building despite 1 questioned showed a belief that 
earlier stat~me.nts .. that .follow- \ the building should be retained 
mg renovation 1ts exterr?r ;liP- . in as near its original form as 
pear.ance will ~ .more simil~r . possible. Many agreed that 
-to that of the ongmal Old ~!U~ 1 some inter ior c'hanges have to 
than IS the present exterwr. i be made but most were iil 

Callin.g proposals .a "fairly 1 accoro that these changes sure­
authentic and expensive renov- 1 ly could be made without des­
ation" and insisting _!.?yt the : troyin~~he. integrity and tradi· 

1 tion of the build-ing. 
1 Some of the comments from 
candidates were: 

' "I am for keeping it as near 
the original as possible ... It is 
.a landmark and has a lot of 
feeling for a lot of us (UA 
graduates). It IS the Uni­
versity. It needs to be retained 
just for its historical and senti­
mental value." Bill Ramsey of 
Prairie Grove, candidate for 
state representative. 

"I am a great believer in 
historical tradition and would 
be disappointed if Old Main 
were destroye<i. I certainly feel 
the interior should be made 
safe ..• but I \\·ould not, under 
ariy circumstances, want the 
exterior changed or done away 
with." Phil Phillips, state rep­
resentative candidate. 

"Old Main is certainly a 
landmark and should be pre­
served. I want to keep even the 
interior the way it is if pos-­
sible." State Sen. Morriss 
Henry. 

~·I am in favor of preserving 
the historica!l integrity of any 
building or any place that has 
suc'h significance as I think Old 
Main does. I'm not satisfied 
with what the University h a s 
proposed." Boyce Davis, c·andi­
diite for stil.t'e representative. 

FAVORS PRESERVATION 
''I'd like to see it preserved 

in its present state as a ].and­
mark and for tradition." Rich­
ard Hoyt, candidate for state 
representative. 

I "I would like to see it left as 
nearly as c-an be in the original 
style consistent with protection 
of tJhe structure of the build­
ing." David Burleson, candi· 
date for state sen~B.tor. 

"It would be very bad to 
1 strip the interior of the build-
1 ing and remodel it into modern 
I rooms. but neither should it be 
made into a sterile monument. 
I would 'hope that the renova­
tion would encompass much the 
same idea as the proposal for 
the Ridge House - that it be 
restored as nearly as possible 
to its original decor, but at the 
same time be kept functional 

; and kept in use by the Univer­
sity." Dr. John Sugg, candi· 

i date for state senator. 
1 "If they can keep it basi· 
cal.Jy as it is, I see no harm in 
renovation," State Rep. Rudy 
Moore Jr. 

''I'm in favor of keeping it if 
it is econoiillically possible." 
State Rep. Charles Stewart. 

State Rep. Hugh Kincaid de­
clined comment, asking for 
time to study the situation. 

Ernie Deane, UA journalism 
instructor w'ho brought pl.ans 
for changes in the building to 
public attention, said Monday 
that he has received telephone 
calls and letters f r o m "little 
ol~ la~fes,_ former students and 

otners throughout the state 
and from as far away as New 
Orleans, e~pres·sing a desire to 

: restore and not change the 
building. 

TRAVELER PROTESTS 
The Arkansas Traveler, the 

student newspaper, came out 
against the proposals. 

In an article by Cecilia Croft, 

I 
its managing editor. the Travel­
er answered point by point the 
reasons for renov•ation - and 
answered them ably, quoting 
v•arious authentic sources. 

!Miss Croft says the opening 
lines of the Arkansas A 1 m a 
Mater - ''Pure as the dawn on 
the brow of thy beauty" was 
written about Old Main and 

1 asks the queSition "Why $4 mil-
lion to ruin this?" 

1 Many of those questioned 
said they did not understand 
ex a c t 1 y what the University 
proposed to do, and feared that 
interior renovation of the build­
ing is a term being used to hide 
ploans for demolition. 

I Scare talk by UA officials 
about the safety of the building 
has prompted these fears. As 
one FayetteviUe resident said, 
"once they get the intrior out, 
it is conceivable that they will 
suddently decide that the ex­
terior walls are unsafe and 
down they will come." 

Perhaps if UA officials were 
candid about proposals to 
change tJhe bui1lding, shovring if 

1 and how it would be altered, 
1 
the furor would be quieted. 

Untiol suoh information is 
made public, alumni and others 
wHl continue to fear that the 
administration is really plan­
ning to destroy the beloved old 
building_ 



Expediency 0/ 
Bad Taste 

Ernie Deane. the old Arkan­
sas Traveler. can't quite re­
member as far hack as when 
they buill Old \fain, but he 
knows pretty well how it was 
done. having researched t h e 
project personally. Deane. who 
now serves the discipline of 
communications and journalist­
ic science at thf' UnivPr.o~ity , is 
curr<'nth· crossin~ swords with 
the UA's administration (make 
thill p!'ns insleilrl of swords) on 
the projected "renovation" 0 f 
Olri :vrain's int!'rior. 

Aside from the historicill In­
terests in\·olved. the el<~sh of 
Yillucs represented hy the Old 
\lain project makes it an in ­
teresting case. In its way. it 
is microcosmic or other mod­
Prn adventures such as Urban 
Renewal: the flight to the suh 
urhs, and the high price (and 
fashion) of antiques on today's 
market. 

PROF. DEANE launcher! his 
c<~mpai~n a couple of weeks 
ilgo with a column in the 
SpringrliliE' nf'wspaper . He re­
porl<'rl how m<tlerials hilrl heE'n 
<~ssE'mhlcd r rom a variety of 
sourc!'s for the lilrge anrl com­
nlrx structure that was thE' 
t: A's first huildin~. He conelud­
pr\ that it woulrl he sacreligious 
1 o gut the old lady and re ­
huilrl h<'r innilrds in TTIQdern 
motif (including an additional 
flnor ). 

'!'hill column caught statewide 
illtenlion through the medium 
or the Associillcd Press. T h e 
University administration then 
responded w i t h a lengthy 
"white paper" on the amount 
of academic research and plan ­
ning t h a t had furnished the 
eventual plan . for -~~novation: 

Included 1n tne UA report 
were such considerations as the 
inadequacy of elevator ser­
Yice: the danger or Certain 
heavy segments of the Univer­
sity museum crashin~ dow n 
from the fourth floor: thP 
inahilitv or iron columns to 
with~la.nd intense heat: dirt­
fill(>(i sections of hrtWt'Pn -floor!i 
space; and a lack of access 
for handicapped persons. 

The University official posi­
tion added that the original 
building W<lS equipped with gas 
lights, which ue no longer 
there. so that "restoration" is 
not actually in issue. 

P r o f. Deilne counters this 
with the outrage of a close 
p<>rsonal zealot: "It's h<lrdly 
anpropriate for an institution 
or higher learn!!lg to employ 
~;care tactics to justify an un ­
juslHinhlP action." he decl11res . 
". . .The Old Main 'renova ­
tion.' " he silys, " . . . is no 
more a renovation than r-ape is 
a gesture of love. • ." 

STRONG WORDS; strong sen­
timent. Prof. Deane. of course , 
speaks from the vantage point 
of great intimacy with t h e 
landmark building o-n the Uni­
versity cilmpus. He was at­
tending classes and working i n 
the basement or Old Main he­
fore the current crop of "reno­
v<ltors" kn<"W much m o r e 
ahout the UA thiln what part 
of the state FilyetlPville is lo­
Cilted in. Evl'n todav p r 0 r. 
Deilne c~n Willk thro.ugh the 
ground floor or the old building 
and makP c·ontacl with mE'mo­
rles of Charlie Stone's hook 
storP. ilstrnnomv classes of Dr . 
Harding, Uncle ·Willt's combina­
tion sports publicity and journa­
l! s m department operations . 
il n d maybe "Rull" Hastings 
wetting down his l(uilar so it 
wouldn't rilttlP so much when 
he treater! iln English class to 
somc S;,nrlher!(i·an muses. 

With Prof. Deane, in o t h e r 
worrls . there is a weillth of 
nostalgia connecter! to the h;~\ls 
and walls . as well as the ex­
terior o<f Olrl Mnin . Tt is hi~ 
contention thilt a hulk of t h e 
UA's alums. given a choice, 
would pref<'r to preserve t h e 
old building, too. 

There's iln <ldrlitional argu­
ment, to our wny or thinking, 
which isn't answerc>rl or even 
acknowledged in the UA's offi­
cial responsf' t.o objections. Our 
chi<'f corwf'rn hils to do with 
whill would strikf' us !IS a htck 
or intf'lif'el.ual integrity if the 
C·ilmpus' most venerated, a n d 
on<' of the !<l.:ttf''s most historic 
structures should hP rerluced to 
l.hf' sterile conformity of o u r 
"modern classroom" con­
ccr>t. There Is il dignity to thf• 
wide halls and high ceilings of 
classroom11 in Old M 11 I n. And 
there's a stirring in~piration in 
the splendid viPw~ afforded hy 

(From Northwest 
Arkansas Times, 
Fayetteville. 
April 1,1972) 

-rfie. ft~f/> 0{2 bt= fh I ~ 
f+p_frc/e /S It No.phew o: 
S~Nt+f~P r W/Jt · f0 ( /3P{(7h f­

or: ,4!lK[*ISt\-S 

ils genc>rous E'xp;~nse ot wtn­
dows to the east. These quali ­
trrs arc> as much R part or 
thf' building's eharilcler and 
valup as are its towers and 
timc>-worn brick . 

Economic eJCpediency is im­
portant. we know . Todilv's 
9:rowing awareness of the aes­
thPtic values of old things -
furniture, bottles, hooks, c a r s 
and huildings - is in part il 
rcsronse to the spiritual chill 
of today's "expedient" ilrchi ­
l.f'clUr<'. Redoing the inside of 
Old Main may be the cxpedi ­
~nt. thing to do. but il woulrl 
represent, too, R monument to 
today'll ungracious tastes. 
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Old Main as· a 'F·orever ·Landmark' 
For generation after generation 

of University of Arkansas students, 
"Old Main" has become a nostalgic 
memory for the rest of their lives. 

The massive old building now has 
been a landmark for almost a 
century of students-and for 
travellers, who see its majestic 
outlines atop the hill as they ap­
proach Fayetteville. 

In it, the foundation of knowledge 
was laid for countless outstanding 
careers in Arkansas-artd all over 
the nation, for that matter. It has 
become a tradition in Arkansas 
~ducat ion. 

So it's entirely understandable 
:hat a lot of people are perturbed by 
reports of plans to "improve" "Old 
Main", making it more compatible 
with the needs of today's education. 

The word has been th.at the 
original walls and towers of the 
building would ·be preserved, but 
that the interior would be torn out 
and rebuilt · into a new layout of 
corridors, rooms, etc. ·· 

The preservation of the walls and 
towers has been welcome news, but 
even the plans to entirely change 
the interior have drawn bitter 
protests from numerous sources. 

They want repairs made where 
necessary but not a redesigning and 
rebuilding of the entire interior. 

. 
One can understand their 

position. Few buildings in Arkansas 
ar·e so bound up with the history and 
progress of the state as "Old Main". 
In a time when the taxpayers and 
foundations are spending vast sums 
to "restore" ancient landmarks 
which have fallen into decay, it 
certainly would seem tha~ such a 
remaining one as the ancient 
''UniversitY veteran" should be 
preserved. · 

It should be no problem te get an 
engineering survey to establish 
safety and, if needed, to show where 
strengthening is needed to assure it. 
And with that established, what 
earthly justification could there be 
for making any changes in a 
struCt\lre so tied up with .the early 
background of the .state?· 

We believe the university officials 
should give serious consideration to 
simply a renovation job, where 
needed-and the preservation • of 
this tribute to the determination of 
early Arkansans that education 
always would be within the reach of 

. theirs and succeeding generations. 
. There should Qe no basic change 
in the structure that isn't proved to· 
be absolqtely necessary in the cause ' 
of safety-and it's doubtful, we· 
suspect, that any such change IS · 
necessary . . 



T raditibln vs. Mod&~i~ation In Old Main 
By CECILIA CROFT 

Managing Editor 
"Pure as the dawn on the brow 

of thy beauty ... " are the words in 
the UA Alma Mater written while 
the author was looking at the east 
side of Old Main in the early 
morning. Early in the morning, 
when the beautiful Ozarks are at 
their best and when the lovely old 
building that has been a part of 
these mountains for so many, 
many years is at her best also. 

I would not find it difficult to 
believe if you could not reclOfPliae 
the verse from the -a. However, 
I would fillli it impossible to 
conceive that you could not 
identify Old Main. She INIIJ stood 
for nearly a hundred yean as a 
large monstrosity in the middle of 
the U.( campus to the freslunaa 
and as a Reeling memoi'J of days 
gone by to the passing &tu4ent. 

And now, in the middle of Ult UA 
Centennial year, the ad­
ministration bas decided to pt tho 
landmark and rebuil4 the interior 
into an antlseptie clasa'OOIII. 

There are times when the 
decision of administrators sboukl 
be questioned and this il the tilfte, 
There are many realities ill tlail 
controversy that should u 
brought to the publie eye, ... 
although I must gradq,ate ,.._ 
this institution in a few yeaJ1J. [ 
think they should be said. 

The question tllat hac NOT liMa 
persistently asked on this matter 
is the opinion of others. A r«ent 
news release from the UA acecl, 
"A substantial part of the fiNia­
cing of the renovation wiD come 
from the federal government 
under le&lslation speeifi~lly 
desilftod to preserve bistortc 
buildillp." Has there beea tbe 

consideration of where these 
federal funds originate? Ob­
viously, from the pockets of fellow 
Arkansans, many of whom are 
graduates of the UA and probably 
would not be anxious for their 
memories of college days here to 
be ruined without their opinions 
considered. 

I have seen too many alumni 
drive through this campus ex­
claiming over the new, modem 
Sdenee Building and then com­
ment on Old Main as the filial link 
of their existence here. 

Years ago the administl'ation 
seemingly took away the unique 
practice of inseribing lbe names of 
seniors on the sideWalks and now 
tb!IY want to exterminate the oae 
association tbese alumni have 
witb the campus. 'nlis brings us to 
a feality . It bas to be eonsidered 
tl$t this action could brinl such 
statewide coneern that these 
alumni are not going to be so 
willing to give their normal 
donatic!n& to this campus If the one 
sentimental part they knew as 
students is I<JIIe. 

'nlil point brines us to another 
maeb stroacer reality. The UA is 
in tnuble. 'nils Is more valid scare 
talk than the administration 
l)CICil'ing out that Old Main might 
llllllapse any minute <wblclt, as a 
metter of fact, they have). 

It is ClOIIlmon knowled&e that the 
UA has very serious public 
ret.tlons problems. It is obvious 
tha't admiDistrators have aone 
f.hrilu&hout the state pleadina for 
fuads with much more vipr than 
in the past. 

The Law School controversy is a 
nasty mess that reaches not only 
the ears of Arkansas citizens, but 
may have nationwide effect. 

There should also be mention of 2. "The only elevator is a 
the so~alled lifestream of the UA, freight-type conveyence that is 
the Razorback football team . unsafe and entirely inadequate to 
They have seen more serious meet the traffic demands of 
setbacks this year than ever thousands of students and the 
before with a disappointing 20,000 persons who visit the fourth 
season, new ticket and scholarship Roor University Museum each 
policies, and an unfortunate ac- year." Thil fact startles me to 
cidental shooting of one of the think about the many people who 
players by a teammate. climb in that elevator each day 

Also, we have been caught now and the thought that they are in 
in a touchy political and racial danger. Why have these conditions 
situation with the merger of been allowed to persist for ao 
AM&N College with the Univer· long? They mention the museum, 
sity. All of this in an election year but forget to n1ention that the 
and I wonder if anyone bas director began a campaip to have 
thou&ht toast the governor how he it moved to Vol WaiHr Ubrary as 
feels . soon as the new lib_rary was built. 

The UA has seen these complex~ 3. "A number of colleetiona 
problems mature and develop and already have had to be removed 
eventually they will be solved. from the museum for safety 
However, it stands to reason there rt!IIIOIIB. 111e weilbt of 111tee 
are going to be some very bad collections is such that the upper 
reactions an over the state, DO floor could fail and cau1e a 
matter which way these con- conapse of aU now. below~~­
troversies go. ~. why bave thele coaditiGal 

With the realities established, been allowed to pen1st for 10 
the facts are even more con- long? ou,er alternatiYel ea be 
vincing. The news release considered than IJIIUilll OW Main. 
previously mentioned brin11 4. "The buildiDt doea nnt 
about the following points as provide aeeeu for pb)'Sieally 
reasons for the renovation : handicapped ,.... u Nlltlind 

1. "Most of the existing floors by state taw.'• I questkiMd the 
and joilts are woodea and are not physical p1aat abaut baw may 
fllepi'OOI.Insomeareas,thefloon buildinp on tbill ~ bllwe 
are supported by cast iron faeilitiel for the hn=DP"' aad 
columns which would collapse t1tey were ua1111e to .-e. n is 
under unusually high tem- logical that if the ~tate Jaws are 
perature.'' A respected enaineer enforced 10 ripriualy tile 
on this campus said that not only Physical Plant 1111111c1 be aware. 
will cast iron columns collapse F'or --.e who bawl, uk a 
under hith tenq~eratum, but handicapped .,...... If lie caa pt 
allllost aay builcling material will. to the Studellt Uniorl 
He alao said t,hat steel is tile worst over that larp eurb and tJae ltepl. 
material about buckling and 5. "'l'be 1111n1 woodeD parta of 
falling in Ore, and surprisiogly thestnlctlll't!havuulltl'llldryret 
enough wood is the best ftre and termite clamap and tMie 
prevention · material because it threats wiU lacreae aa tilDe J08I 
only charrs. Old Main has a great on. 'nlilll pa 1iaBy due to the faet 
amOIDit of wood in its interior. that the spaces betw .... the floors 

are filled with dirt." The word 
from a professional architect is 
that space between the floors are 
filled with sand that was used as a 
fire prevention years ago. He 
added that termites do not breed 
in this type of environment. 

6. "Increased maintenance 
costs for the building are 
becoming a major expenditure. 
This is especially true for the 
deteriorating condition of the 
cornice, gutter& and roof which 
require constant maintenance and 
repair in order to prevent water 
damage to both the interior and 
exterior of the building," ac­
cording to Joe Talley, Superin­
tendent of the Physical Plant. The 
cost of everything has gone up in 
lbe past decade at astronomical 
proportions. n is conceivable tllat 
tbe cost of the maintenance of Old 
Main has risen with it. The 
question is : will the new building 
be more COIJtly tllan the upkeep 
and improvem• of the okl? No 
one has MCiled to be able to &lve 
comparative pricel. 

No one has svcgested that the 
building be made a ''llhriJie", but a 
usable structure full of tradition 
and interesting ghosts. You milbt 
consider tllat the Law SchoQI, the 
UAJ..ibrary, the Journalism Dept., 
the Ra_.ck and TRAVELER, 
the first museum, an found their 
beginnings in this venerable 
building. All the traditions, 
l]lmbols, and customs we have 
~here are wrapped' up in that 
buildin&. Why four million dollars 
to ruin this? 

At the next ftatorback football 
aame I must remember while 
&inlilll Ule Alma Mater to omit 
the wordl, "Pure as the dawn on 
the brow of ;ny beauty ... ", 
because the inspiration wiD be 
I<JIIe. 



-- - -- - - - - - - -------------

Opinion Springda1e,Ark.,Sunday News 
April 16,1972 .. 

A N-eed to Preserve Old -Main. 
I 

Thanks to the tenacity of the Sunday just how this will be accomplished. Dr. 
NEWS columnist Ernie Deane, the renova- Dwain ·Manske, president of the County 
tion of Old Main, · the University of Ar- Historical Society and ·a U A English pro-
kansas landmark. will not pass unnoticed. fess~r • . suggests that the federal govern-
After all. when it was constructed in 1875 ment . might. need to take a closer look at 

· it ~as the largest )>uildj~-~--)n ~rka!l~,.~-r:" . t~e, ~al si-nce ~~f!h pf tne funding will 
· and .tt .has alwayg· bei!n,;,tlte··s~ ~~~ ··~ " · ~ · ·. · ·:--a result of the 

er education in the state. · building· bein"g listed - in the· Registry of 
For thousands of UA alumni there is a · }i1atoric Places. 

sentimental attachment that should not p/-Manske notes that there is a differ­
be destroyed. As Deane put it in his first · ence "in restoration and rem6deling, .. 
column revealing the University 's plans and his thoughts on this point will surely 
for tearing out the building's insides: be . expanded and clarified when the ques-

·'The venerable building ~eeds fixing ... ,_, tioa. ... ,_ is deba~ . pefore the Historical 
up. no question about that. The question Society. · 
would seem to be, what really in a long-
range sense is the best way to fix it? If the building can b~ declared struc­
Some of us don't agree at all that the best . turally sound without a complete " gutting" 
way is to rip out and rebuild ... ·· then this is certainly the course that 

That has become the crux of a disagree- should be followed. Too much history has 
ment between the University administra"' gone into Old Main to see it reduced to a 
tion and opponents to the renovation pijm · pile of old lumber, iron, hand-fired bricks 
(more commonly referred to as "gutting"). and square nails that alone actually repre-
In addition to receiving complaints from sent nothing. · 
UA grads , faculty members lt'ke Deane 

And the idea of adding another floor to 
and many others, the administration now the inside seems a little foolish and con­
has agreed to argue its case before the 
Washington County Historical Society. That tradictory. · 
organization's board of directors has al­
ready gone on record as being opposed to 

·gutting of the building and replacing the 
core, which would include the addition of 
another floor. 

The growing opposition to the original 
plan of renovation apparently has al- ·. 
ready caused some second thoughts on 

Old Main is one of the few remaining 
original buildings on the U A campus and 
every effort should be made to retain as 
much of its original construction as pos­
sible. Too much history is being destroy- . 
ed by today's so-called "progress." Old 
Main should not be allowed to fall victim to 
that type of thinking. 


