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General Description 

Code: GA-029 Congressional District: Third 

-· 
v Name: Riviera Hotel t"-rr- ·· · P ~ •... , · 
t.--· Address: 719 Central " 

Hot Springs, Arkansas 
v -· County: Garland 

Architectural Information 

- 'R) Current Owner: 

Address: 

Architectural Firm: Thompson, Sanders and Ginocchio 

Bosna, Inc. 

1008 Woodlawn 
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901 

Date of Construction: ca. 1930 

Ori gina 1 Use: Hotel 

Stylistic Influence: Chicago school 

Present Use: Hotel 

Geographical Information 

UTM Reference: 15 495040/3818400 Acreage : Less than one 

Verba 1 Boundary Description: Hot Springs Res·ervation 

Condition 

Excellent 
~x.--Good 

Fair --

Block 12~, Lot 3, 4, and pt. 5 

Deteriorated 
-__,Ruins· 
__ Unexposed 

x Unaltered 
Altered 

----' 
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Echoes of the Chicago School commercial buildings are present in the organization 
of this five-story commercial building within two tall arches flanking a plain 
central panel articulated by single windows. This tall attached building on Hot 
Spring's main street is faced with brick, which forms the four-story arches and 
the simple cornice. Metal panels form the horizontal insets between the bands 
of windows in these arches. Hints of a Queen Anne-like decorative approach are 
visible at the tops of the arches in the carved foliate motifs and the multi-paned 
windows. The lower level features large plate glass windows with multi-paned 
transoms. The windows on the next three stories are plate glass sash windows 
appearing in banks of four; those at the top are ·paired with multi-paned arched 
sidelights. 

Statement of Significance 

The Riviera Hotel on Hot Springs' Central Avenue was desi9ned by the Thompson, 
Sanders and Ginocchio Firm ca. 1930. Located on the major business avenue and 
thoroughfare in the · city, this hotel was built during one of the peak 
periods in the popularity of the resort town. Its importance to the historic 
streetscape is significant in a city oriented to visitors. An unusual 
organization of a tall building within arches echoes the Chicago School of 
Architecture. Its significance to the streetscape of Hot Springs and uniqueness 
to the collection of drawings by Thompson and his associates contribute to the 
historic value of the Riviera Hotel. 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Thompson. Charles L., Desi~n Collection Thematic Resources 
State Arkansas 

Nomination/Type of Review 

~1. First Baptist Church 

_ 
1 '22. Fraunthal House 

rO 
' 23. Wade Building 

24. Park Hotel 

Entered 1n the 
Na tiona.l R t 

E)~ 

Date/Signature 

~er ()it.t~ftE':: -~-z-ftyr~ 
Attest 

Substantive Review Keeper 

Attest 
Entered in the: 
National Register . Keeper 

Attest ~ liJA i>((IJ/~~ 
f~per ,--:4.< L~~ 1 z-/z_ --.__;,r l. 

Attest 

_ , 25. First Presbyterian Church Substantive R8vfmi Keeper 

b ~ 6. Fordyce House 

27. St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church 

Entered in the 
, .-+ X' 

E.ntc:J. ... 
llationa1 B. 

Attest 

~per e<4J~ ~~;._ ... ;r ._ 

Attest 

frieeper ~ ; y~-....;.~- .... 
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_REJECT __ _ 
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v( 3. Classification ..... ............... A 111111111'1 
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~ 5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

... -~-----...... ? 

V 7. D.escription 
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aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
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dates 
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... 



8. Significance 

...... ..... ..... I II 011111 ... ....., .... 

• 0 ...... ·--............ 

~ ~ummary paragraph . 
· completeness 

tlarity 
~pplicable criteria 
justification of areas 

~ checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context •J 

.d:_ relationship of Integrity 
to significance 

justification of exceptic,n 
other 

v 8. Major Bibliographical References 

/ 10. Geographical Data 

~-~~----------· ...... _______ _ .., ........ _ 
....... .._._.,. ... ""' .... -.. ............ ... 

v 11. Form Prepared By 

/ 12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification ""'-... --of-,..,..,.,--- Ia: 

.... -,.-·-·~~ .. 
13. Other 

_Maps 
_~ Photographs 

_ . Other 

-
_ _ toea ' 
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STRUCTURES IN ARKANSAS REPRESENTED BY THE 
CHARLES L. THOMPSON DESIGN COLLECTION -
A THEMATIC GROUP 
Code Number: GA-029 (Riviera Hotel) 
719 Central, Hot Springs, Arkansas 

Photographed by: Mary Thomas 
May, 1982 
Negative on file at AHPP 
Viewed from the West 
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