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The Trommald Building is a substantial two-story, commercial vernacular structure with a post and pier
structural system and brick masonry cladding. It was erected in 1920 in the heart of Enumclaw's
downtown business district. According to the legal description, it shares its northeast wall with the
Jensen Building, a two-story brick structure that was constructed in 1915 and that anchors the northeast
corner of the block. The small 50-foot, one-story building on the southwest side of the Trommald
Building was constructed in 1908 as the home of the State Bank of Enumclaw and now houses a longterm tenant, the Kitchen Restaurant. The alcove behind the restaurant is paved for parking and extends
to the back walls of neighboring buildings. Storefronts on this block and across the street all house retail
businesses.
The footprint of the Trommald Building is 50 by 100 feet. The 50-foot Cole Street fa9ade was designed
using contemporary blond brick veneer, second-story windows with wooden sash and strong horizontal
lines, and a continuous row of transom windows above the storefronts that reinforces the horizontal lines.
Influence of the Chicago School is evident in the three-part, second-story windows - larger central pane
flanked by smaller panes - with corbeled brick panels above. A decorative flat parapet has a metal coping.
(The current owner says that metal was used after a 1953 fire, as a replacement for original wood. He
intends to remove the metal and replace it with a facsimile of the original coping.)
The rear of the building reveals common brick construction with vertically proportioned structural
openings. A row of paned windows extends above the original wooden doors to the top of the first floor.
Ground-floor door and window openings are segmented arches containing multi-lite windows. Wooden
doors consist of vertical boards fortified by diagonal battens. The rear and southwest side of the second
story feature hinged windows with wooden sash. The foundation is 12-inch reinforced concrete and the
roofs composition is tar and gravel.
Twin ground floor storefronts contain plate glass and wooden sash with tile bulkheads and recessed
entrances that measure 6 by 6 feet. The symmetrical storefronts frame a deeper, narrower central
recessed entrance with double doors that open to the stairwell. Floors in the downstairs stores are oak,
while upstairs flooring is fir. The basement ceiling height is 10 feet; the first floor is 15 feet, six inches;
and the second floor is 9 feet, 6 inches.
The second floor was originally divided into 15 rooms for offices, sleeping rooms, and small apartments.
Construction is fir with plaster and fir trim. Doors to the rooms have ribbed frosted glass windows and
open into the hallway, where a wooden banister frames the central stairwell. Above each interior door is
a transom window that opens for ventilation. Ventilation is also supplied by exterior hinged windows.
The rear apartment on the south corner was designed for one of the storekeepers and has its own
staircase to the store below. Of special interest is a large room on the northeast side, which shares the
interior wall with the Jensen Building next door and has its own original skylight. Once used as a dance
and music and dance room, it has excellent acoustics and is virtually sound proof. This are
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also includes a smaller practice studio. Men's and women's restrooms are next to this space and open on
the hallway between it and offices on the building's front facade.
The second floor is lit by six skylights, the two largest of which are original. One of these lights the lobby,
while the other is in the large music and dance room. The four smaller skylights were added after the
1953 fire. Two of them are in the restrooms, while the other two are in the lobby.
In November 1953, the building suffered extensive fire damage. It was a major conflagration that
required help from the Fire Departments of Enumclaw and of Buckley, the nearest town, which is three
miles to the south. The upstairs was badly damaged. Tom Cunningham, a child of the owners, who later
inherited the building, recalls that the windows were blown out and that when they looked up, they saw
starlight through holes in the roof. The downstairs suffered extensive water damage, but was otherwise
intact. The upstairs was restored according to the original design with fir window and door frames,
skylights (including four additional ones, as described above), and frosted transom windows above the
interior fir doors. Metal frames replaced original wood sash on the exterior windows. Corey Peterson,
who purchased the building in 1998 and became its third owner, has replaced the metal with vinyl frames
that look like the originals.
Today, the exterior of the building is substantially unchanged. Original brickwork, fenestration,
transoms, storefront configurations, and formal central entrance all remain in place. The suspended 24inch copper canopy was added in the early 1950s. At a later date, terrazzo replaced original tiles on the
ground story bulkheads. To the rear along the alley are the original wooden doors, multi-paned windows
and the original opening for the coal shoot. Light continues to pour through transom windows into
downstairs stores. Upstairs rooms have been combined or separated through the years to meet needs of
renters and owners, but the appearance from the central stairwell and hallways is substantially unchanged.
On the exterior, the northern storefront and the central entrance to the stairwell retain their original
configuration. The southern storefront is reconfigured so that the entrance is shallower and nearer the
sidewalk. The current owner plans to restore its original design and hence, the facade's original
symmetry. To the same end, he plans to move the sign for the Flower Shop that currently covers some of
the transom windows above the canopy.
While its neighbors and the buildings across the street have undergone extensive renovations, the
handsome Trommald Building remains substantially unchanged. It possesses excellent integrity and
restoration potential. It is located in the heart of the historic downtown commercial district that
encompasses approximately eight square blocks. As visitors enter Enumclaw on State Route 410 (Griffin
Avenue), they come to the city's most historic intersection at Griffin and Cole. The Jensen Building,
which shares a wall with the Trommald Building is on the southeast corner of the intersection Drivers
look from there down the historic block of brick commercial buildings and in all directions to similar
blocks.
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It is the hope of this writer and of the owner of the Trommald Building, that this nomination will
encourage further nomination of historic properties and their rehabilitation in downtown Enumclaw.
Unlike the Trommald Building, many of structures in the downtown area have received inappropriate
remodeling. In some cases, they could still be salvaged and returned to their original historic appearance
Some may have acceptable integrity, hidden underneath modern slipcovers and alterations.
The Trommald Building is one of the best examples of the 1920s movement toward brick construction to
replace then predominant fire-prone, wood-frame structures in the downtown area. While the buildings
on either side of the Trommald Building were two of the earliest brick structures, the Trommald Building
represents the beginning of the 1920s revitalization. Since then, the architectural character of the district
as a whole remains substantially unchanged.
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The Trommald Building is architecturally significant under criterion C, as a structure that represents the
conversion of Enumclaw's downtown commercial core from wood to mostly one-and two-story brick
buildings during the 1920s. Though modest in composition, the two-story, brick building is one of the
city's best-preserved examples from the period, and is the most sophisticated commercial building
representing earlier Chicago School influences.
The City of Enumclaw began as a siding for the Northern Pacific Railroad in 1883, when the corporation
completed its transcontinental line to Tacoma. Located on a high, densely forested plateau, Enumclaw
quickly became a supply center for railroad workers and new businesses, including logging and lumber,
mining and farming. Citizens lobbied to become the center of school consolidation for the area and for
county roads. These efforts ensured the City's emergence as the plateau's major commercial district.
Following Enumclaw's incorporation in 1913, citizens successfully promoted a number of civic
improvements. Two years later, Cole Street (the main street through the business district) was paved and
city leaders were promoting conversion from predominant wood-frame buildings to brick - a move that
would ensure a more permanent business district with protection against fire. While a few brick buildings
emerged during the teens, the push toward more permanent construction escalated in the 1920s. The
Trommald Building is one of the finest extant structures from this era.
During the 1920s, the approximately two-block by five-block business district was transformed to the
point that it would be easily recognizable today. Old wooden buildings were either torn down or
demolished; the city's remaining wooden boardwalks were replaced by cement sidewalks. One and twostory brick buildings became the norm in the commercial district with a three-story hotel as the only
exception. On the main street, storefronts were designed for retail and commercial use, while second
floors housed offices, lodges, and residential space. In 1920, the new Trommald Building linked its next
door neighbors from the two previous decades (the Kitchen, built in 1908, and the Jensen Building,
1916), forming the first all-brick half block in the downtown core and setting the pace for future
development.
In her book. There is Only One Enumclaw, historian Louise Poppleton writes, "A handful of capable men
were responsible. Johan C. Jensen and Carl and Olaf Berg were contractors; their foreman was David
Turner; William 'Bill' Aitken was the architect; Soren Ericksen was the carpenter; John Hansen was the
bricklayer; Basil McHugh was City Engineer." Poppleton surmises that the Trommald Building is pan of
their legacy.
According to Ena Sorensen, who worked in the upstairs beauty salon for years, the original owner, C.E.
Trommald and his wife had an apartment in the building and a retail drygoods store in the northeast
storefront. The Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1927 shows a music store and a general store (The
People's Cash Store), which by then had replaced Trommald's original store. In a town where farmers'
cooperative stores were major businesses, Allsgaard and Merritt's People's Cash Store captured a unique
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corner of the market. It catered to miners, loggers and others, offering them a better deal for cash. It
operated until the 1950s, when it was replaced by the current tenant, Young's Floral and Gifts.
Until the World War II era, the Trommald Building's second floor housed small businesses and
residences, including several rooms that supplemented the demand for single room occupancy hotels. The
temporary housing served the needs of large numbers of single men who found work with logging and
lumber operations, the railroads, and on farms. Several other downtown buildings with a second floor
established similar facilities and the three-story Lee Hotel, constructed across the alley behind the Jensen
Building in the 1920s, had more than 80 rooms, several of which were Spartan quarters for single men.
Typically, there was a wash basin in each tiny room and communal restroom. At the time of this
nomination, the second floor of the Jensen Building next door has not been renovated and several longdeserted rooms with wash basins remain, reminiscent of a bygone era:
In 1934 in the depths of the Depression, James Roger Cunningham and his wife Ella opened the Mity
Nice Bakery in the southwest storefront, home of the original music store Their popular bakery
prospered and in 1952, the Cunninghams purchased the building, becoming its second owners. The
Bakery's distinctive vertical sign was mounted above the canopy and extended to the top of the building
The Cunninghams enlarged the rear apartment on the second floor to house themselves and their three
sons. By the 1950s when they combined rooms into a larger apartment, housing needs were changing
and the population had become more stabilized with a predominance of families and permanent residents.
In November 1953, the Cunninghams suffered a setback, when an elderly caretaker plugged in a wall
heater that blew a fuse. He put a penny in the fuse box and the heater set the building on fire, causing
major damage to the upstairs and smoke and water damage to the storefronts. Tom Cunningham was a
child at the time and later inherited the building with his brothers. He recalls that the fire actually
benefited the People's Cash Store. The owners rented the hanger at Enumclaw Airport and held a fire
sale. "They sold stuff that they'd had for years and couldn't sell, including 1939 Golden Jubilee hats.
They sold all of them at the sale." Afterwards, they restocked and were back in business. The
Cunninghams sold the bakery business to Howard Zehm in 1964. Ten years later, he sold it to John
Bookter who reopened it as Bookter's Cake and Pastry Shop. A more recent tenant was Ink Potpourri Rubber Stamps.
From the beginning, dentists, Dr. C.V. Ebling and Dr. C.F. Englund occupied front offices on the second
floor, where they served patients for decades. Other dentists, including Dr. Reed and Dr Jack R. Elvin
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had offices in the building, which also housed an x-ray lab. Louise Poppleton recalls that their wives
were among the town's elite women. On pleasant days, they would dress up with hats and gloves and
walk downtown at 3:00 p.m. to go shopping. The women played bridge and were active in the
prestigious Monday Club and the Garden Club. Their husbands were members of the Masonic lodge and
leading members of other civic and fraternal organizations.
In addition to apartments and sleeping rooms, the upstairs also housed additional small businesses.
Some that were there at different times were a jewelry store, a photo lab, and an economics lab. Mrs.
Alice Fountaine had a beauty shop that continues today with Shawna Ecstrom as proprietor. Thora
Pedersen's dressmaking shop was another tenant.
Two of the tenants were artists. They attracted students from all over the Enumclaw Plateau - a region
where little was available in the arts. C.C. A. Reetz was a stately gentleman with a white goatee and a
walking stick, who did cartooning for Walt Disney. He taught art students in his studio next to the
apartment that he shared with his wife Katherine. Wanda Burdett, now a mail carrier, fondly remembers
coming to Geri Elzenza's dance studio across the hall from Mr. Reetz, where she took dance and singing
lessons and rehearsed for popular local performances. Students of both Elzenza and Reetz later gained
acclaim as professional artists.
In summation, the Trommald Building is historically significant as one of the best and most intact
examples of this historic downtown's 1920s conversion from wood to brick construction. In recent
years, Enumclaw has lost some of its historically significant buildings, but the downtown commercial core
remains remarkably intact with an impressive array of brick buildings from the 'teens and especially the
1920s era.
There is currently a movement afoot to preserve the commercial district, as a link to the past, a unique
source of local pride and identity, and an attraction for tourists. The one-story Mint Tavern (1923) and
the two-story Reynolds Building (1917) have undergone meticulous restoration. Several other buildings
have undergone partial restoration and others appear to have restoration potential. For example,
corrugated metal or wood cover-ups could be removed from facades to reveal transom windows and
brick parapets. Like the Trommald Building, several others have metal canopies that are historically
significant features.
In 1998, the City of Enumclaw and the King county Office of Cultural Resources commissioned a historic
resource survey and inventory of the downtown core (see map). Of sixty buildings, nine (including the
Trommald Building) were ranked with the highest level of integrity, and eighteen were considered good
candidates for restoration. Only five had very poor integrity where historical features were barely visible
While a few one-story structures reflect facade treatments in the Chicago School style, the Trommald
Building is the most substantial and intact building exhibiting this influence.
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View from intersection of Griffin Avenue and Cole Street, facing northwest. The Trommald
Building is the second structure.
Photograph # I.
Trommald Building, City of Enumclaw
King County, Washington
Photographer unknown
1930s
Historic Photography Collection, King County Assessor's Office
View of Cole Street from southwest. The Trommald Building is the large, two-story
structure on the left-hand side of the image.
Photograph # II.
Trommald Building, City of Enumclaw
King County, Washington
Photographer unknown
1945
Historic Photography Collection, King County Assessor's Office
View of Cole Street from Southwest. The Trommald Building is the large, two-story
structure on the left is the Mity Nice Bakery sign.
Photograph # III
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1. Trommald building, Enumclaw Washington
2. King county, Washington
3. Mildred Andrews
4. November 1999
5. Andrews, 851 NE 56th Street, Seattle, WA 98105
6. Northeast view. Front facade of Trommald Building.
7. #4
1. Trommald Building, Enumclaw, Washington
2. King County, WA
3. Mildred Andrews
4. November 1999
5. Andrews, 851 NE 56th Street, Seattle, WA 98105
6. Southeast view. Entrance to stairwell and second floor.
7. #5
1. Trommald Building, Enumclaw
2. King County, WA
3. Mildred Andrews
4. November 1999
5. Andrews, 851 NE 56th Street, Seattle, WA 98105
6. Northwest view of rear of building from alley. The Jensen Building is
the adjacent structure on the corner of Cole Street and Griffin Avenue.
7. #6
1, Trommald Building, Enumclaw
2. King county, WA
3. Mildred Andrews
4. November 1999
5. Andrews, 851 NE 56th Street, Seattle, WA 98105
6. Looking east at rear of Trommald Building and the "Kitchen Restaurant"
which abuts it on the southwest side.
7. #1
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Northeasterly 4 inches of lot 4 and all of Itos 5 and 6, except the northeasterly 4 inches of lot 6,
block 4, supplemental plat to town of Enumclaw, according to the plat thereof, recorded in volume 2 of
plats, page 154, in King County, Washington.

Boundary Justification

The building was constructed between two previously existing buildings, both of which remain extant

