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DESCRIPTION
4 story commercial/warehouse block CONST. ¢, 1896-97

DATE
- - ARCH
MATERIALs _Brick over steel & iron structural system STYLE Commercial

Penes TrRaTION _Storefront 1st, multilight w/transom lights 2nd - 3rd, round-arched 4th
oIsT. FEATURES Bracketted cornice w/paneled brick frieze, see also below
1930's storefront modernization
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STATEMENT

The Renwick Building is one of several buildings in Davenport inspired by the work
of Chicago Architects during the 1890's. Combining retail and warehouse space,
the Renwick's facade is opened up by large window expanses within a pier—and-spandre
frame that clearly expresses the internal structural system. At 4th floor level is
an arcade of round-arched windows illustrating the lingering popularity of the
Romanesque in late 19th century commercial design.

The storefront, a black glass and aluminum feature from the 1930's with its smooth
surface and sharp-edged quality, presents an interesting contrast to the more
textured surfaces of the brick upper floors.
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DESCRIPTION

Tais building was erected in 1896-97 by William Renwick, hence the name "Renwick
Building.'" Henry Huebotter cperated '"Davenport Furniture & Carpet Company" from
tais location when the building was first occupied. Later, Drake Furniture

located here. A furniture ccmpany continues to operate from the building today.

SOURCES

City Directories, 1894-95, 1896-97.
Scott County Auditor's Deed Transfer Books, Vols. 4:49, 8:33 & 4:46.
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