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Unitarian Universalist Church and Parsonage
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STREET & NUMBER

141 & 147 High Street -NOT FOR PUBLICATION
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M edford , VICINITY OF 7 th

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
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| OWNER OF PROPERTY

NNV Unitarian Universalist Church

STREETS NUMBER

141 High Street

CITY. TOWN STATE

M edford VICINITYOF M assachusetts 02155
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDSETC. M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER

208 Cambridge Street
CITY. TOWN i STATE
Cambridge Massachusetts

REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
nattAlpventory of the Historic Assets of t he Commonweal th  (al so HABS 1935-37)

DATE

1974 —FEDERAL X—STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SRE FEOR5 Massachusetts Historical Commission

CITY. TOWN STATE
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[DESCRIPTION

CONDI TI ON CGHECK ON\E CGHECK ON\E
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED AUNALTERED JLORIGINAL SITE
2AGOOD —RUINS ALTERED _MOVED DATE.
-FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BETHE PRESENT AND CR G NAL (IF KNOAN)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church and Parsonage conprises an
ecclesiastical building andthe Reverend David Gsgood Parsonage. The churchi s
a-picturesque stone and wooden CGothic Revival structure, irregular in plan with
gabl e-ended facade, corner bell tower andIntersectingridge-roofed wing. The
Parsonage is a two-story late Georgian frame building with pedi mented
entranceways and wel | -crafted interior woodwork. Both buildings face south on
High Street andare divided by Powder house Road.

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church, built between 1893 and 18M, i s
late Gothic Revival reflecting the influence of English country church design.
Situated onthe west corner of High Street and Powderhouse Road, i t was
constructed onthe rebuilt stone foundation of a previous church. The nain
entrance is situated within an elaborate Gothic archway topped by a stained
glass lancet light andlocated at the base of an inmposing square crenell ated
tower at the building's southwest corner. Sinpler secondary entranceways are
situated at the southwest corner and onthe east elevation, each under a wooden
ridge-roofed porch. A porte-cochere, nolonger inuse, isstill situated at the
sout hwest corner of the church. The building mterial upt othe eaves is Mason,
New Hanpshire granite ashler with Dorchester, Massachusetts pink stone quoins and
trim and Amherst, Massachusetts gray-colored buff-stone wi ndow caps and sills.

The north elevation is shingle covered. Colorful |eaded stained glass w ndows i n
rectangul ar and |l ancet shapes surround the first story andare divided at the side
el evations by stone buttresses. A steep wooden intersectingridge roof covered
with slate surmounts the church walls. A large tripartite stained-glass lancet

wi ndow doni nates the facade's wooden shingled gable. A similar windowis |ocated
on the east side of the rear wing's shingled gable. Two wooden |ancet air vents
are located on each side of the bell tower near itspeak. Theentireroofi s
covered in slate. The only noteworthy alterationst othe church's exterior are the
renoval of the main tower's original gilt copperfinial and the removal of the
wooden tracery onthe stair tower andturret onthe east elevation.

The Reverend David Osgood Parsonage, situated on the east corner of High
Street and Powder house Road, is a ridge-foofed frame dwelling of the center
entrance, two chimey type common within New England. Built in 17850na
fieldstone and granite-faced foundation, this clapboarded house retainsits
dignified rectangular two-story formanditssymetrical w ndow placement. The
facade has a three bay, five wi ndow arrangenent and the side elevations havetwo
wi ndows at each story with the exception of the west elevation's first story
whi ch contains a “argfer period window. The w ndows have 6/6 |ights, exterior
sshutters and wi ndok-,J:xM The pedimented central entrances of the main facade
and east elevation are flanked by fluted pilasterswhich are surnounted by finely
mol ded entablatures. A five light window is directly above the original twelve
panel front door and a four light w ndow is above the side door, now covered by
a plainboard door. Both doors still have original hardware. Thenorth elevation
includes a short two-story ell.
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7 DESCR PTION

The Parsonage's central hall eight roomfloor plan remains intact along
with theinterior'swell-crafted woodwork. All thedoors aresix panel, retaining
original hardware. The recessed wi ndow frames are flanked by their interior
wooden shutters. The mantel pieces i nthefront roons of thefirst floorare
mar bl e and were probably added i nthem d-19th century. Oher fireplaces exhibit
simpler but noteworthy period mantel pi eces nmade of wood. The well preserved
wainscotting, chair-railsand cornice nmoldings throughout theroons are decoratively
plain as i sthecentral staircase with delicately turned balusters.
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SFHIAC DATES 1785, 1893-94 BU LDER ARCH TECTj . Merrill Brown, church

STATEMENT - S GN H CANCE

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church and Parsonage are significant as
an inmportant part of Medford's architectural and religious heritage. Thetwo
buildings represent a very good exanple of late Gothic Revival design and a well
preserved |ate Georgian house. The church itself i sthefifth meeting-house of
the First Parish of Medford; and t he Reverend David Gsgood Parsonage i sa tangible
rem nder of his promnent role i n Medford and vicinity from 1774 until his death
in 1822.

Brown, a Boston

The present church building was designed by J. Merrill

architect noted i n1892's Boston of To-Day for his "many handsone and
pi cturesques residences" i nthecity's suburbs. Brown's comm ssions are of
special interest i nlight of his architectural training i ntheoffices of

Henry H Richardson and Peabody and Stearns. This church i s Medford's nost

i maginative exanple of late Gothic Revival design characterized by an unusually
picturesque silhouette and shingled gables. The fine quality of the masonryi s
attributable totheDodge Brothers, promnent church builders i nsuburban Boston
during the 1890's. JThe Gsgood Parsonage i sa rare exanple of itsperiodin
Medford and therefore of great architectual value tothecommunity.

The frontispieces around theentrances areparticularly noteworthy. The
importance of thehouse i n Massachusetts' architectural history i s strengthened
by thesurvival of thebuilding's original cost sheet of 1785 which was published
in theMedford Historical Register, (volume 23, pp. 38-40). References nade herein

include costs for thehouse' s land, |abor, frame, boards, shingles, clapboard, [laths,
brick, lime, "brads of al I sorts," nails, painting, masonry, carpentry and so
forth totaling approxi mtely 600£excl uding painting and papering theroons,
conpleting a fence, building an outhouse and di gging a well.

The Parsonage was |eft tothechurch i nl1874 by Gsgood' s daughter, Lucy, who
resided there with her sister after her father's death. Until 1961 thehouse wast he

since then i t has becone t heEducational Building of the
Church of Medford. Additional space,is used for adolescent
groups.

Unitarian Parsonage;
Unitarian Universalist
counseling services and public
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Christine Boulding Assistant Survery Director and John Herzan, Medford Hist. Gonm
ORGANIZATION DATE

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion February 1975
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617-727-8470
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Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nonninate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.
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The Unitarian-Universalist church traces i tsreligious devel opment from

1658 when t hetown andparish were interdependent. 1 n 1713, shortly after the
town voted tocall Reverend Aaron Porter totheir mnistry, theparish established
itself ona nore permanent basis. Reverend Ebenezer Turrell, Medford's second
mnister, i sparticularly noteworthy for his sernons against t hepopul ar belief

inwitchcraft and i nfavor of inoculation for smallpox. | naddition, hewas the
subject of aportrait by thefamous Boston painter, John Smbert. David Gsgood ~
began his Medford ministry i n1774 after graduating from Harvard and studying

at Canbridge University. Osgood was a Calvinist andnoted for "preachingi n

bol dness, vigor andauthoritative dignity." He served theparish throughthe
Anerican Revol ution, thestormy post-war years andtheVar of 1812. Hi s sernons
were often concerned with political matters and he was adnmired by Mssachusetts
Federalists whose principles he advocated. Osgood' s el oquence was respected

t hroughout nei ghboring parishes. Hisdiary, nowi nt heArchives of t he Medford
Public Library, i savaluableresource i nstudyinghis relationship withthe
community. Osgood died on Decenber 12, 1822 and Andrew Bi gel ow was el ected hi s
successor. Shortly after Bigelow began, ideolo ical controversyledto a
separation of thechurch which resulted i ntheformationof the Second
Congregational Trinitarian Church andFirst Parish of Medford. The former group
mai ntained thetraditional orthodox doctrine while thelatter group were supportive
of Wlliam Ellery Channing's liberal Unitarianviewpoint.

In 1824 t heFirst Parish of Medford officially severed its connectionwiththe
town. Subsequent ministers were Caleb Stetson, John P. Morgan, Theodore Tebbetts,
Edward C Towne, Henry C Delong, Lewis C Detlefs andRobert D Richardson.

Ri chardson, who retired i nthe1950's, characterized thetwentieth century
Unitarian congregation i n Medford as "aconpletely Independent church whichi s
dependent ont hegoodwill, theenthusiasm and t hecareful interest of the average
person." Finally, theUnitrarian-Universalist Church came into beingi n

April, 1961, as theresult of theconsolidation of three Medford churches: the
First Parish; theFirst Universalist Society which was organized i n March, 1831;
and theHillside Universalist Church which was organized i nApril, 1896.
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6 tEe" ShecTetaljy/

Paul Guzzi 40 beacon S eel Aoii<m,

727-8470

Mrch 14, 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service CERTIF ED MN L

US Departnent of the Interior APPORTT ONMWMT \VERANTT
18th and CStreets, NW NOMINATI ON

Vshington, DG 20240

Dear Charl es:

Encl osed please find four National Register subndssions for the follovdng
properties:

1. Mdford, John B Angi er Huse, M ddl esex Gunty

2. Medford, Shepherd Brooks Estate, Mddl esex Gounty

3. Mdford, Unitarian Universalist Church District, Mddl esex Gounty
4. Sal em VWodbi ddge House, Essex Qounty

These have benn voted el i %I ble for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical GConrmssion ( the State Review Boardg and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Oficer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

M ease note that the properties covered by these submssions planto

apply for FY'76 grants-in-aid. |f you have any questions, please
let us know

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Vsl onski
Survey Director

Massachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

R.Wcsm
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lion. Thornsr. O'iieill, Jr. Boetoa, Hasaacbu&otts  021t}3

Regional Director, North-Atlantic Region
R MMatt/bsh 4/22]/75
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NAMEAS IT AHEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER Unitarian Universalist Church and Parsonage
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