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I OWNER OF PROPERTY 
'̂̂ ^^ Unitarian Universalist Church 
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141 High Street 
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208 Cambridge S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

Cambridge 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
^'^""^Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth (also HABS 1935-37) 

DATE 

1974 —FEDERAL X—STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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Boston 
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[DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^UNALTERED JLORIGINAL SITE 

?^GOOD —RUINS ALTERED _MOVED DATE. 

-FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church and Parsonage comprises an 
ecclesiastical building and the Reverend David Osgood Parsonage. The church i s 
a-picturesque stone and wooden Gothic Revival structure, irregular i n plan with 
gable-ended facade, corner b e l l tower and Intersecting ridge-roofed wing. The 
Parsonage i s a two-story l a t e Georgian frame building with pedimented 
entranceways and well-crafted i n t e r i o r woodwork. Both buildings face south on 
High Street and are divided by Powderhouse Road. 

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church, b u i l t between 1893 and 189M-, i s 
late Gothic Revival r e f l e c t i n g the influence of English country church design. 
Situated on the west corner of High Street and Powderhouse Road, i t was 
constructed on the r e b u i l t stone foundation of a previous church. The main 
entrance i s situated within an elaborate Gothic archway topped by a stained 
glass lancet l i g h t and located at the base of an imposing square crenellated 
tower at the building's southwest corner. Simpler secondary entranceways are 
situated at the southwest corner and on the east elevation, each under a wooden 
ridge-roofed porch. A porte-cochere, no longer i n use, i s s t i l l situated at the 
southwest corner of the church. The building material up to the eaves i s Mason, 
New Hampshire granite ashler with Dorchester, Massachusetts pink stone quoins and 
tr i m and Amherst, Massachusetts gray-colored buff-stone window caps and s i l l s . 
The north elevation i s shingle covered. Colorful leaded stained glass windows i n 
rectangular and lancet shapes surround the f i r s t story and are divided at the side 
elevations by stone buttresses. A steep wooden intersecting ridge roof covered 
with slate surmounts the church walls. A large t r i p a r t i t e stained-glass lancet 
window dominates the facade's wooden shingled gable. A similar window i s located 
on the east side of the rear wing's shingled gable. Two wooden lancet a i r vents 
are located on each side of the b e l l tower near i t s peak. The entire roof i s 
covered i n slate. The only noteworthy alterations to the church's exterior are the 
removal of the main tower's o r i g i n a l g i l t copper f i n i a l and the removal of the 
wooden tracery on the s t a i r tower and t u r r e t on the east elevation. 

The Reverend David Osgood Parsonage, situated on the east corner of High 
Street and Powderhouse Road, i s a ridge-foofed frame dwelling of the center 
entrance, two chimney type common wi t h i n New England. B u i l t i n 1785 on a 
fieldstone and granite-faced foundation, t h i s clapboarded house retains i t s 
d i g n i f i e d rectangular two-story form and i t s symmetrical window placement. The 
facade has a three bay, f i v e window arrangement and the side elevations have two 
windows at each story with the exception of the west elevation's f i r s t story 
which contains a ̂ argfer period window. The windows have 6/6 l i g h t s , exterior 
•shutters and windok-,J:xM. The pedimented central entrances of the main facade 
and east elevation are flanked by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s which are surmounted by f i n e l y 
molded entablatures. A f i v e l i g h t window i s d i r e c t l y above the o r i g i n a l twelve 
panel front door and a four l i g h t window i s above the side door, now covered by 
a pl a i n board door. Both doors s t i l l have o r i g i n a l hardware. The north elevation 
includes a short two-story e l l . 
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7 DESCRIPTION 

The Parsonage's central h a l l eight room f l o o r plan remains intact along 
with the i n t e r i o r ' s well-crafted woodwork. A l l the doors are six panel, retaining 
o r i g i n a l hardware. The recessed window frames are flanked by th e i r i n t e r i o r 
wooden shutters. The mantelpieces i n the front rooms of the f i r s t f l o o r are 
marble and were probably added i n the mid-19th century. Other fireplaces exhibit 
simpler but noteworthy period mantelpieces made of wood. The well preserved 
wainscotting, c h a i r - r a i l s and cornice moldings throughout the rooms are decoratively 
plain as i s the central staircase with delicately turned balusters. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1785; 1893-94 BUILDER/ARCHITECTj. M e r r i l l Brown, church 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Medford Unitarian-Universalist Church and Parsonage are sig n i f i c a n t as 
an important part of Medford's ar c h i t e c t u r a l and reli g i o u s heritage. The two 
buildings represent a very good example of lat e Gothic Revival design and a well 
preserved l a t e Georgian house. The church i t s e l f i s the f i f t h meeting-house of 
the F i r s t Parish of Medford; and the Reverend David Osgood Parsonage i s a tangible 
reminder of his prominent role i n Medford and v i c i n i t y from 1774 u n t i l his death 
i n 1822. 

The present church building was designed by J. M e r r i l l Brown, a Boston 
architect noted i n 1892's Boston of To-Day for his "many handsome and 
picturesques residences" i n the c i t y ' s suburbs. Brown's commissions are of 
special interest i n l i g h t of his arch i t e c t u r a l t r a i n i n g i n the offices of 
Henry H. Richardson and Peabody and Stearns. This church i s Medford's most 
imaginative example of lat e Gothic Revival design characterized by an unusually 
picturesque silhouette and shingled gables. The fin e q u a l i t y of the masonry i s 
att r i b u t a b l e to the Dodge Brothers, prominent church builders i n suburban Boston 
during the 1890's. JThe Osgood Parsonage i s a rare example of i t s period i n 
Medford and therefore of great architectual value to the community. 

The frontispieces around the entrances are p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy. The 
importance of the house i n Massachusetts' arc h i t e c t u r a l history i s strengthened 
by the survival of the building's o r i g i n a l cost sheet of 1785 which was published 
i n the Medford H i s t o r i c a l Register, (volume 23, pp. 38-40). References made herein 
include costs for the house's land, labor, frame, boards, shingles, clapboard, laths, 
brick, lime, "brads of a l l sorts," n a i l s , painting, masonry, carpentry and so 
f o r t h t o t a l i n g approximately 600£excluding painting and papering the rooms, 
completing a fence, building an outhouse and digging a we l l . 

The Parsonage was l e f t to the church i n 1874 by Osgood's daughter, Lucy, who 
resided there with her sist e r a f t e r her father's death. U n t i l 1961 the house was the 
Unitarian Parsonage; since then i t has become the Educational Building of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Medford. Additional space,is used for adolescent 
counseling services and public groups. 

L . 
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8 SIGNIFICANCE 

The Unitarian-Universalist church traces i t s religious development from 
1658 when the town and parish were interdependent. In 1713, shortly after the 
town voted to c a l l Reverend Aaron Porter to t h e i r ministry, the parish established 
i t s e l f on a more permanent basis. Reverend Ebenezer T u r r e l l , Medford's second 
minister, i s p a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy for his sermons against the popular b e l i e f 
i n witchcraft and i n favor of inoculation f o r smallpox. In addition, he was the 
subject of a p o r t r a i t by the famous Boston painter, John Smibert. David Osgood ^ 
began his Medford ministry i n 1774 aft e r graduating from Harvard and studying 
at Cambridge University. Osgood was a Calvinist and noted for "preaching i n 
boldness, vigor and authoritative d i g n i t y . " He served the parish through the 
American Revolution, the stormy post-war years and the War of 1812. His sermons 
were often concerned with p o l i t i c a l matters and he was admired by Massachusetts 
Federalists whose principles he advocated. Osgood's eloquence was respected 
throughout neighboring parishes. His diary, now i n the Archives of the Medford 
Public Library, i s a valuable resource i n studying his relationship with the 
community. Osgood died on December 12, 1822 and Andrew Bigelow was elected his 
successor. Shortly a f t e r Bigelow began, ideolo i c a l controversy led to a 
separation of the church which resulted i n the formation of the Second 
Congregational T r i n i t a r i a n Church and F i r s t Parish of Medford. The former group 
maintained the t r a d i t i o n a l orthodox doctrine while the l a t t e r group were supportive 
of William Ellery Channing's l i b e r a l Unitarian viewpoint. 

In 1824 the F i r s t Parish of Medford o f f i c i a l l y severed i t s connection with the 
town. Subsequent ministers were Caleb Stetson, John P. Morgan, Theodore Tebbetts, 
Edward C. Towne, Henry C. Delong, Lewis C. Detlefs and Robert D. Richardson. 
Richardson, who r e t i r e d i n the 1950's, characterized the twentieth century 
Unitarian congregation i n Medford as "a completely Independent church which i s 
dependent on the goodwill, the enthusiasm and the careful interest of the average 
person." F i n a l l y , the Unitrarian-Universalist Church came into being i n 
A p r i l , 1961, as the result of the consolidation of three Medford churches: the 
Firs t Parish; the F i r s t Universalist Society which was organized i n March, 1831; 
and the H i l l s i d e Universalist Church which was organized i n A p r i l , 1896. 
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Paul Guzzi 40 beacon S/^eel ^oii<m, 

727-8470 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
APPORTIONMMT WAERANT 
NOMINATION 

March 14, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W, 
Washington, D.C, 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find four National Register subndssions for the follovdng 
properties: 

1. Medford, John B. Angier House, Middlesex County 
2. Medford, Shepherd Brooks Estate, Middlesex County 
3. Medford, Unitarian Universalist Church District, Middlesex County 
4. Salem, Woodbiddge House, Essex County 

These have benn voted eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission ( the State Review Board) and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions plan to 
apply for FY '76 grants-in-aid. If you have any questions, please 
let us know. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW:csm 
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ADMlNISTRATOR(urtderiirte) FEDERAUAGENCY NA/IE) : 

NPS REGION: ( C I R C L E ) ^ N . A T L A N T K : MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOimn-ffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN TOST P A C I F I C NORTHi'ffiST 

F E A T U R E S : 

J T Stabs 

CONDITION 

ACCESS-

RICR E^ipCPIPH EfflJPO?:S 
Stabs tant ia l ly i n t a c t - l . ^ u b s t a r . t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 -^ /Subs tan t i a l ly i n t a c t - 3 
unknown - 4 unknown .-5 _ unknown -6 

— no t app l i cab le - 7 _ not app l i cab le - 8 _ Kct a r p l i c a b l e - 9 

. I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c c - 0 

DETERIORATtO 

_RUINS 

_ONEXPOSED 

_l'nexcavat<;'^ 

AirERED 

-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

_MOVEO 
—Unknown 

historic d i s t r i c t 

Yes-restricted^ Yes-unrestricted No access 

YES /NO 

Unknown 

KITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LWIDHARK? 
I F YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE U S E ; YES Saved ? YES HO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) : (use vocabulary words) 

now-

\ • 
S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCHE010UY.PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOlOGY.HISTORIC 

..-AGRICULTURE 

^eMCHITECTURE 

_ART 

_COMMERCE 

.COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING 

. —tXPlORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

f i r s t - YES NO 

^SEUGION LANDSCAPE ABCHITtCTURE 

— l A W / G o v ' t / p o l i t i C S —SCIENCE 

—UTERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

_^OIITICS<OOVERNMENI 

" o l d e s t " YES NO 

ientcrtalnment 
h e a l t h 

_rccreatlon 
-SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN S e t t l e m e n t 

soclo/culCural 
^rban & commun 

planning 
—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER ISPECIfYl 

only'-' YES NO 






