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The Light structure is a wood framed structure of Greek cross plan with the tower
rising above the landside arm. The structure is sheathed with drop siding with plain
cornerboards above a wood watertable. The jerkinhead roof is covered with asphalt
shingles. The roof covering was probably wood shingles.

On the first floor there is a large fog signal room in the center, a workroom and
an office in the left and right arms. Two generators are now mounted in the center room
and two air campressors in the workroom to the left. The floors of these roams are
concrete, the walls and ceilings sheathed in vee-grooved boards. Most of the interior
trim, of Greek Revival-Victorian type with corner blocks, remains intact. Access to the 4
tower, square in plan, nine feet on a side, is gained by a flight of c1rcular stairs
made of wood. There are four windows directly below the lantern. 1

The metal lantern, octagonal in plan, is glazed with rectangular panes and has a
full height door giving access to the walkway. The original wood railing surrounds this
walkway. The original Fresnel lens, now on display at the Admirality Head Light, was
replaced with an ESNA 2130-C. The building is similar to the structure at Turn Point,
also constructed in 1893. Originally, Patos was built without a tower, the present
tower being a modification dating from 1908. Other interesting features of the '
building include the arcuate louvers in the gable ends. the modillioned cornice below 1
the tower walkway railing and the airhorns still installed on the waterside. The
present fog signal, electronically operated, is mounted on the structure away from the
building.

Present Color Scheme: ;
Grey green-structure base, window trim, cornice, lantern
Red- roof
White- wall surfaces
Aluminum~ ball finial atop lantern

Light Characteristics: 40,000 candle power electric
Light List No.: 2632
Height of focal plane above sea level: 52 feet
Type of illuminate: flashing white 5 sec period
Range: 14 miles white 12 miles red
Special Coloring: 2 red sectors: 013 degrees to 060 degrees and 198.5 degrees to 113.5 deg.
Horn Blast @ 30 seconds-3 seconds blast .
Other nearby associated structures: Metal sheathed ol house built 1937. Two large wood
water tanks. Recent quarters (the original quarters similar to Patos, have been
removed). A storage shed with large roof surface for water collection. A fire pump shed.:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This station, established in 1893, faces the Straits of Georgia as it sweeps

’ down from Canada. The name Patos (Duels) was given by Galiana and Valdez, Spanish

explorers, in 1792. This station northernmost in the San Juan Islands, marks the

division point between the eastern and western passages into the Strait of Juan de
Fuca. It is in full view of a Canadian lighthouse established on Saturn Island.

Helen Slidden, daughter of long time keeper Edward Dungan, has set down her
story.of life at a remote light station in a book entitled Light On The Island.
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