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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Oak Hill is located on a low rise several hundred yards from
the site of the railroad '"whistle-stop'" which provided the
initial impetus for the development of CalverﬂCity. It
dominates the tiny community, stores, a bank, and the few
houses around it by means of this slight eminence as well as
the magnificent trees that give it its name.

The house seems to have been built in several periods, but
its structural history is disguised by Potilla Calvert's
having clad the old as well as the new portions--some of the
former actually of brick construction--in a uniform coat of
weatherboard, although there are some visible seams on the
side and rear walls.

In 1949 the present owner removed what exterior Victorian
features the house may have had and has given the main

front a new character with a full-width two-story porch roof
supported on four square wooden pilers, a "Georgian' door
frame, and a delicate iron balcony under the windows above
the entrance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Potilla Calvert came to western Kentucky in 1840's after
receiving 2,000 acres of land grants along the Tennessee
River. Calvert was a great-great-grandson of the founder of
Maryland, Lord Baltimore, and Potilla's father migrated
from Marylaqi}into the Shenandoah Valley of Virginisa.

In 1853, Potilla Calvert married Helen Wilson. It was in
anticipation of this union that Calvert began building Oak
Hill. Calvert chose a rural site 1 1/2 miles south of the
river, on a sloping knoll, to build his house. Helen had
two children, Franklin who lived only one month and Helen.
Mrs. Calvert died in 1859.

In 1870 Potilla married Margaret Jane Carr of Henry Cqunty,
Tennessee. Their first child was born on June 1, 1972, and
named Williford; she was nicknamed 'Willie'" and that name
was to accompany her for the rest of her life. A second
child and daughter, christened Minnie, was born in 1874.

When the Paducah and Elizabethtown Railroad Company began
surveying for a railroad, Calvert donated the right-of-way
across his property. In return the railroad put the track
near his home and with a shipping station on his land. Thus
Calvert City, Kentucky, was born; it was incorporated in 1871.

Oak Hill became the center of the social and civic life of
the community. It was in the dining room of Oak Hill that
the future of the community was planned. Mr. Calvert was
one of the founders of Calvert City's first Baptist Church
in 1876.

In 1890 Willie married John M. Tichenor at Oak Hill. They
had five children, three of whom reached maturity: Paul,
Calvert, and their daughter Jessie. Mr. Calvert built a
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7. Description (continued) Page Two

The original house, built in 1853, consisted of four rooms
flanking a central hall--a parlor, dining room, bedroom, and
kitchen. Before 1860 three rooms were added upstairs: two
bedrooms and a large playroom over the brick kitchen (since
covered with clapboard). Later, to accommodate a growing family,
two bedrooms were added over the front rooms; these bedrooms are
on a slightly different floor level from the earlier rooms at
the rear of the house. The north side of the house has now two
full stories along its length, broken by a dining-room bay
window in the middle. A vertical seam marks the separation of
front and rear additions. The south side has also two stories
with a closed-in porch at the southeast corner.

After the elimination of the one-story porch which extended
across the front and around the north side to the bay window,

a colossal portico of two stories was added across the front
of the house. It rests on four tall redwood piers (painted
white like the house itself) on a concrete terrace. Over the
Georgian Revival front door with its broken pediment and fluted
pilasters was also added a wrought-iron balcony, bolted into
the foot-thick front wall. The original hipped roof was
extended over the portico. The single-pane sash were retained.
The house in its present pretentious form bears little resem-
blance to the ample but plain Victorian structure erected by
Calvert, but is intended to evoke Virginia associations and to
enhance the prominence of the historic structure within the
community.
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8. Significance (continued) Page Two

two-story brick home nearby for them. Mr. Tichenor built a new
building for a general merchandise store. He also opened Calvert
City's first permanent post office in 1895.

On August 21, 1901, Potilla Calvert died. In 1905 his daughter
and son-in-law moved into Oak Hill to join Mrs. Calvert. During
the next twenty years John Tichenor was to play a leading role
in the community life of Calvert City. He and Willie were
instrumental in getting a new two-story frame schoolhouse built
by organizing ice cream suppers, selling chances on quilts, and
soliciting donations. Tichenor was instrumental in founding
Calvert City's first bank in 1908 and was on the Board of Directot
He played a leading role with other men in bringing a community
telephone system to Calvert City.

On August 10, 1922, Tichenor was thrown from his buggy, striking
his head against an oak tree, and was killed instantly. Between
1925 and 1929 financial reverses beset Willie Tichenor. Calvert
Tichenor, her son, accumulated gambling debts and therefore

Paul and his mother mortgaged everything they owned--store, both
homes, and their farms. They also financed a building so Calvert
could open a car agency. This failed and Calvert was sentenced
to prison for fraudulent car deals.

In November 1928 Oak Hill passed out of the hand of the Calvert
family. Jessie married a Baptist preacher and left Calvert City.
Paul moved to Florida and Calvert disappeared. Willie rented

a downstairs apartment at Oak Hill from the new owners, the
Kunneckes. In 1933 '"Machine Gun Kelley,' the nation's most wanted
killer, was captured in Memphis in the home of Calvert Tichenor.
Shortly thereafter Willie left Oak Hill to live with Jesslie,

and died in Buffalo in 1944 at the age of 72.

The dynasty had come to an end. The Calverts and Tichenors had
been the guiding lights of the community for over seventy-five
years. The community was now well established and has success-
fully carried on. The community and the state of Kentucky have
not forgotten the contributions of the Calverts. To commemorate
Calvert City's centennial, the Kentucky Historical Society erected

S.
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two-story brick home nearby for them. Mr. Tichenor built a new
building for a general merchandise store. He also opened Calvert
City's first permanent post office in 1895.

On August 21, 1901, Potilla Calvert died. 1In 1905 his daughter
and son-in-law moved into Oak Hill to join Mrs. Calvert. During
the next twenty years John Tichenor was to play a leading role
in the community life of Calvert City. He and Willie were
instrumental in getting a new two-story frame schoolhouse built
by organizing ice cream suppers, selling chances on quilts, and
soliciting donations. Tichenor was instrumental in founding
Calvert City's first bank in 1908 and was on the Board of
Directors. He played a leading role with other men in bringing
a community telephone system to Calvert City.

On August 10, 1922, Tichenor was thrown from his buggy, striking
his head against an oak tree, and was killed instantly. Between
1925 and 1929 financial reverses beset Willie Tichenor. Calvert
Tichenor, her son, accumulated gambling debts and therefore

Paul and his mother mortgaged everything they owned--store, both
homes, and their farms. They also financed a building so Calvert
could open a car agency. This failed and Calvert was sentenced
to prison for fraudulent car deals.

In November 1928 Oak Hill passed out of the hand of the Calvert
family. Jessie married a Baptist preacher and left Calvert City.
Paul moved to Florida and Calvert disappeared. Willie rented

a downstairs apartment at Oak Hill from the new owners, the
Kunneckes. In 1933 '""Machine Gun Kelley,'" the nation's most
wanted killer, was captured in Memphis in the home of Calvert
Tichenor. Shortly thereafter Willie left Oak Hill to live with
Jessie, and died in Buffalo in 1944 at the age o
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That

an historical marker to the entrance to Oak Hill in 1971.
same year Calvert City honored the home by having a picture of

Oak Hill on the cover of its centennial brochure.
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