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1. Name of Property

historic name Stephen Hastings House

other names/site number Hastings-Jones-Wheaton House
2. Location

street & number 20 Squareshire Road N/A not for
publication

city or town Sterling N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01564

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this  nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide El'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official*itle Brona Simon, Deputy SHPO Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
her6(by certify that this property is: Date of Action
/entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Stephen Hastings House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Non-contributing
3 0 buildings
0 0 sites
structures
objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite, fieldstone

walls BRICK

WOOD: weatherboard
roof ASPHALT shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting.

The Stephen Hagtings House is located in the southeest comer of Sterling, a largely rura community
sven miles north of Worcester and 40 miles west of Bogton. The building faces eest-southeest toward
the fertile land that was formerly part of the Haglings Farm, once more than 200 acresin 9ze. This part
of Sterling is till one of the more open sections of town, with gpple orchards and hayfields still marking
its rolling terrain. Some of the area, however, was subdivided for resdentia devedlopment over the
soond half of the 20th century, and is now occupied by recent houseson large lots. While the farm itself
wes gradualy reduced over time to the presant 7.2-acres, Eadt Lake Waushacum, one of Sterling's mogt
picturesque bodies of water, still formsthe property's west boundary, which condsts of more than 600
wooded feet of the lake shore The famsead parcd till covered 13 acres between the lake ad
Squareshire Road in the early 20" century, dthough dnce that time two short dreets of amdl homes
running from Sguareshire Road to the lake have been divided out dong its former north and south
borders. Mogt recently, two houses have been built between those dreats and the Hagtings House

The name of the main road has been changed severd times dnce the house was built. Beginning as "the
county road between Lancagter and Worcester," it was caled the Old Boylston Road in the late 19*
century, then Fitch Pond Road, and later Campground Road before the name was changed to Squareshire
Road in the late 20" century.

Exterior description.  Acknowledged to be the finest, and ane of the largest, dwellings of its eain
Sterling, the Haglings House is dso believed to be the earliest of the town's handful of historic brick
buildings. It is a large rectangular Federd dwelling, 43 x 37 feet. The building has wood trim, and
dands on a granite-block foundation. The brick islaid in Flemish bond on the main eest facade, but in
English bond on the other three walls. Four tall end-wal chimneys rise through the massve dde-gabled,
agphdt-shingle roof While mogt of the details of the house, both interior and exterior, are executed in
the Federd style, the upper part of the building, including the roof with its projecting boxed comice and
the encdlosed, dapboarded end gables, is more characterigtic of the early Greek Revival. Mog of the
windows in the house—6/6 sash in molded wood casings—are dso more Greek Reviva than Federd, and
it islikely that many of them were installed inthe mid-19* century.

Five gable-roofed dormers pierce the front and rear roof dopes. Four of them, two on the front and two
on the rear, were added in 1935. The fifth, centered between the others on the west rear, datesto 1986.
A onedory, Sdegabled dapboarded kitchen el with atached end porch was d<o built agand the
southwes comer of the house in 1985-86. The addition replaced an earlier kitchen- and laundry €l built
in about 1912. Initsowntime, that ell had replaced aline of 19th-century wood-frame sheds Map ad
photo evidence indicates that a 9de-gabled bam or carriage house once abutted the south end of the
sheds Early 20* century photographs dso show asmall, square brick sructurejust behind the southwest
comer of the house which stood until the 1920s or 1930s , when it bumed down. Used as aprivy by the
early 20* century, it isbelieved to have been a smokehouse originally.

(Cont.)
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Except for the series of southwest éls and the dterations above the roofline, the exterior gopearance of

the houseislittle changed from the way it would have looked when first constructed. The main facede
is symmetrical, five bays wide, with a narrow central, dliptical-arched entry. The masive 6-pand

door isrecessed into apanded surround. The fanlight above the door, which originally condsted of a
sngle pane of crown glass (now replaced with plexiglass), was a rare early indance of such alarge
piece, and one of many details inthe building that are illustrative of the first owner's wealth and gatus

Another isthe sophisticated rope molding that trims the panded entry surround. There isno wood trim
on the face of the wall around the entry; the top of the arch is adomed only by the ends of the bricks
that form it. The rear wall of the house nearly mirrorsthe front facade, athough there is only one
window south of center a the second story, rather than two, and the door, a near-twin of the front door,
is surmounted by a divided fanlight with wooden muntins. All four eevations have cdlar window

openings in the granite foundation—jprobably an dteration of the early 20* century. Those & the rear

and on the dde wallshave granite lintels, those a the front have none.

The two gable ends of the house are nearly identical. Each hes aline of four symmetrically placed 6/6
windows a the second gtory, ad in the dgpboarded gable, two 12/12-sash, with a amdler window

high in the gable pesk. Each of the small gablepesk windows is a 6/6-sadh; the upper sseh of the south

window hes been replaced with alouvered vent. The first story of each end wall hes two 6/6 windows
forward of the center, and just to the rear of the midline, a 6-pand door surrounded by amolded

architrave. Inthe north end wall, athird 6/6 window is located west of the doorway; on the south end,

there is no third window a the first story. PFintels for the building's 19th-century exterior blinds (no

longer in place, but stored on the premises) remain besde many of the window openings.

Interior description.  The interior of the Hagings House exhibits the mog sophisticated Federd
detailing to be found in Sterling. Most details are typica of the years just before and after the turn of
the 19th century, including aprofusion of Federd moldings, early wrought-iron latches, and 6- and 4-
pand doors with raised pands on one Sde and recessed pands on the other.  The house featurestwo
types of interior window blinds—diding pands in the southeest parlor, and hinged panded blindsin the
northeest parlor. Some windows <0 have a rudimentary ssshrweight sysem in which weights are
hung from the inner sde of the sash.

The house contains severd examples of woodwork derived from the 1792 Bogton edition of William
Pan's Practical Builder, which guided many American carpenters and joiners during the latter part of
the 1790s and early 1800s Other interior details bear more similarity to illustrations in later builders
guides, suggedting that the woodwork was not executed all & once. Rather, as was common & the
time, some rooms gppear to have beenfinishedlater than others.

(cont.)
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The building has atypical Federd four-square, or "double’ house plan, with four rooms a eech story, two
on ether 9de of acenter through-hall. (See Sketch Plan.) Each room hes afireplaceinitsouter wall. The
first sory hes two parlors a the eest front of the house, and two kitchens a the rear, each with abrick
cookingfireplaceand a bake-oven which is st outsde the firebox. (While such an arangement suggests
that the building was designed to accommodate two households, no information has yet come to light about
early occupants other than Rufusand Silence Hadtlings) The north and south Sde exterior doors provide
entry through an interior vestibule into each kitchen Of the four chambers a the second gory, those south
of the stairhall lost some floor area to the back-to-back bathrooms that were added in the early 20th
century.  (The eedt bathroom was later removed and replaced by closets) A smadl room of unknown
function, probably dating to the early 20* century, fills the rear end of the hallway a the sscond story.

The stair hall (Photo 9), which is divided mid-way at the first story by atransomed doorway, hes back-to-
back daircases with square-dowd baugers and scrolled treed ends. The newd podts are 3 inches square,
with dightly beveled, molded tops. A 28-inch-high dedo of wide horizontal boards with molded chair rail
rings the lower part of the walls. Both the front and rear exterior doors hang on their origina drgp hinges.
The rear door hes a Suffolk latch; the front door hes abrass box lock with brass knob which was added by
the Jonesfamily inthe 20™ century.

The two front parlors, the mogt formal rooms in the house, display a profusion of carved omament
derived from the influential builders guides of the times. Apparent references from William Pain's 1792
Bogton edition of The Practical Builder include the liberal use of reeding and gougework in both rooms,
the rosettes in the capitals of the southeedt parlor fireplace surround, and the mantd frieze in the northeest
parlor, which is carved in intersecting ovals. (See Photos 11 and 12, and photocopy from Pain, Plae 47.)

Both rooms continue the low dado of the stairhall, have alarge single raised pand on the chimney breedt,
and between the two front windows display the horizonta mirror boards that were popular in Federd

interiors. While the stairhall has a Smple ogee crown molding, however, the comices in these two rooms
ae more daborate. The one in the southeest parlor condds of a cove crown molding over a frieze of
reeded triglyphsand metopes adomed with ova rosstes  The comice of the northeast parlor, with its
andl curved brackets over paired triangular guttae, may have been ingtalled severd years after thet inthe
uthead,, as it is shown as the lower part of a comice inthe 1797 edition of Asher Benjamin's Country
Builder's Assgant. It isthus not likely to date to as early as 1794-95, the traditiona date for the house

(See Photo 12 and Figure B, from Benjamin, Plae 6.)

The trestiment of the windows in the two parlors d0 illudtrates two different, yet stylish. Federd
gpoproaches All four windows of the southeest parlor have diding interior blinds, composad of asngle
two-pand piece for each sash, which retracts into the wall cavity when opened. The windows of the
northeest parlor, however, have hinged panded shutters, and are the only ones in the house fitted with
window sedts

(Cont.)
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Like the front parlors, the two rear kitchens are near mirror-images of each other. (See Photos 13 and
14.) Each has acooking fireplace with bake-oven and ashpit outside the firebox to the west. Whilethe
fireplace in the northwest kitchen is dightly smdler overall than the southwest one, the two are similar
in their ample board surrounds and the chimney cabinet centered ebove them. Alterationsto the
fireplace walls include a smple mantd shelf added over the northwest fireplace, and around-topped,
20*-century opening cut into the panded door of the southwest chimney cabinet to show the face of a
clock. Other dterations include severd more changes dating to the early 20th century, including the
addition of two shalow china dosats with 4-pand doors in the front wall of the southwest kitchen, a
hardwood floor inthat room, and alarge doset, dso with 4-panded doors, agang the front wall of the
northwest kitchen. A built-in bank of bookshdves againg the south wall of the northwest kitchen dso
datesto the 20* century. Typical of ahigh-style Federd house, the detail of these utilitarian roomsis
minimal and less upto-date than that in the front parlors. The main doors ae hung on the less
fashionable "H" hinges, and show their rasedpand dde to thexe oaces Comer pods which are
hidden in the walls of the front parlors, protmde into these reer rooms, where they ae finished with
dmple board casngs. The door surrounds and basgboards of the southwest kitchen are unmolded, the
windows are uncased, and there is a Smple 2-inch board around the top of the walls of both rooms.
The presence of a high dado in the northwest comer of the northwest kitchen suggests that this was
used as adnk room.

The finish of the second gory of the house shows more evidence of Stephen Hastings high gatus and
influence, but dso displays something of the lifestyle of the Jones family a century later. Of the four
main chambes three—the southeed, and the two north of the darhdl—have compound Federd
moldings a the window and door surrounds, and stylish comices. Each of thefireplacesin those
rooms is fitted with a molded surround surmounted by a frieze with concave ends, and a shdlow
mantd shelf Asinthe two parlors, apair of mirror boards goans the goace between the east windows
in both front chambers While the southeast chamber has afairly smple cove comice, the cove comice
of the two north chambers is mounted above an daborate frieze of reeded triglyphs and plain metopes
An early technologica experiment is still in place in the southeest chamber, where pulleys and hooks
for sash weights are mounted on the interior surface of the sseh of two of the windows.

An outganding feature of the second gory is the remaining evidence of a movable, panded partition
wall that once divided the northeest and northwest chambers. With the partition opened, that sde of
the house could be opened up into one large ballroom-like spece, which is bdieved to have been usd
for medtings, socid events, or other regiona or local gatherings hogted by its first owner. After the
Jones family purchased the house in 1912, the movable partition was taken down and aframed,
plastered wall built between the two rooms. Portions of the partition, however, ae still inthe house
Fecesof it are gored on the premises, and one section of its two-range paneling formsthe north dde of
a dost that was built into the southwest comer of the northwest chamber under the Jonesss
ownership.

(Cont.)
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The smple tmish of the southwest chamber, smilar to that in the kitchen below it, suggests that it
might have been usad as anursery or abedroom for anon-family member. Itstinyfireplacehss only a
smple molded surround without amantd shelf and the door and windows are cased with plain boards
A highlight of this room is the painted murd of hollyhocks on the plagter of the north wall, which was
painted by members of the Jonesfamily in the early 20th century.

Both south chambers were reduced in 9ze by the constmction of apair of bathrooms between them in
the late 1910s or 1920s Only the west bathroom survives, with its original bead-board wainscoting,
wagh badin, toilet, and clawfoot bathtub. A linen cabinet with a two-pane door over a st of drawers
was built north of the bathrooms a about the same time.  The bathroom and cabinet may occupy the
Foece of the former dairs to the upper floor and attic.

Like many large housss of the Federd era, the Hagtings House had finished, plastered roomsin athird
haif-story from an early date. At the present time, the south half of that floor is occupied by a
bedroom and a meger bath. The north half formerly divided into two small bedrooms, is now one
large meder bedroom. Three early wall cupboards, one of which still has its batten door with clinched
cut nails, are located beside the southwest and the two north chimneys.

The samdl attic gpace above bears evidence that the sde-gabled roof is likely to date to the mid 19*
century. The 7 x 7" and 2 Vi x 6" rafters gppear to be modified and reused timbers, and are nailed a the
top to acirdular-sawn, 1 x 6" ridge board.

OutbuildinRS and ste features. The Hastings House sands fairly close to the road on abroad 7.2-ecre

parce that dopes back to more than 600 feet of curving shordine dong Eag Waushacum Lake. Most

of the property conssts of open meedow dotted with gpecimen plantings, including more than thirty

goedies of trees, saverd of which began as seads or seedlings collected by the Jones family in the 20th
century. A tall arborvitae hedge lines the roadside mfront of the house, and mature Carolinahemlocks
line the shore of the lake. A few venerable gpple treesremain from the small orchard which occupied

the meedow southwest of the house through the 1930s  Northwest of the house, descending to the lake,
ae the remaining trees of Eliot Joness "philosopher’'s walk," a line of beeches, oeks axd megples. A

large rectangular garden (MHC #9004,) endosed by alow wall of cut-granite gones, is located just
north-northeest of the house. The date of the garden is unknown, but it is believed to have been the

original kitchen garden, later used as an animd enclosure. The similarity of the granite blocks to those
in the foundation of the house suggeds thet it may date to & leest the early 19* century. A granite-
block bench occupies the center of the garden; one of its outstanding plant goecimens is a large

Kentucky coffee tree with atrunk 3'3" in diameter.

Close to the southeest comer of the house is adegp well, covered by alarge granite capstone (#9005),
a0 of early date. The gone is aroughly circular dab about 7 feet in diameter and about 18 inches
thick in the center, where acircular hole, about two feet across, ispoditioned over the well shaft.

(Cont.)
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Two early 20th-century outbuildingsremain on the property, both put up by the Jones family. Just

south of the house is the one-gtory board-and-baiten garage (MHC #578) of about 1915, ganding on a
bese of loose fieldstone reinforced with granite and concrete pilings. The agphdt-shingle roof hes
recendy been replaced. This somewhat dtered building was enlarged a leedt twice, and is actudly a
combined garage/tool shed/woodshed, of three distinct parts. The main garage section of the building

is dde-gabled, with the rear roof dope descending lower than the front. Two satsof paired board-and-

batten carriage doors are located in the north part of the front eest wall; to their south is a full-height
diding door, dso board-and-batten. The north and south ends of this main section each have alarge
6/6-saeh window positioned just rear of the roof ridge. Behind the window in the north wall is a4-

panded pededtrian door. A low shed-roofed addition, gpparently built later for atool shed, abuts the
southwest comer of the garage. That part of the building has adiding four-panel door in the main front
wall, and a 9x-pane window inthe south end wall. The three-bay woodshed, which extends wes from

the south end of the garage, is another addition, gpparently dating to the 1940s or 1950s It is gable
roofed, with the ridge running perpendicular to the ridge of the garage, and is open on the north Sde.

While only the southwest toolshed section has exposad rafter ends al parts of the building have smple
trim details of unadomed boards and casings and fairly degp, unboxed roof overhangs.

Southwest of the house, closer to the lake, is a small, picturesque early 20th-century pumphouse
(MHC #9003) on afieldstonebasa The building, which was built by the Jonesesto house apump that
brought water from the lake, meeaures about 12x6 feet, ad hes vertical-board siding and a wood-
shingle roof On each dde of the building, large horizontal-board shutters cover abroad opening. The
pumphouse has a degply overhanging gabled roof  the rhythm of its exposed rafter ends providing the
only decorative note to this utilitarian structure.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known on the Hastings House property, Stes may be
prest.  Seven dtes have been identified in the genard area (within one mile). Environmenta
characterigics inthe vicinity of the Hagtings House represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native American sites. The Hagtings
House occupies alevel to moderately doping Ste within 1,000 feet of the southeast shordine of Eagt
Waushacum Pond. Well-drained upland soils formed in glacia till characterize the area The arealis
pat of the Nashua River waterdhed within the Merrimack River dranage. Given the above
information, the sze of the nominated property (7.2 acres) and known pattems of Native settlement in
the Worcester Plateau uplands, ahigh potential exigs for locating ancient Native American Steson the
nominated property.
(continued)
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A highpotential ds0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the vicinity of the Hagtings
House. Additional documentary research combined with archaeological survey and

testing may locate structural evidence of the Littlejohn House, possibly demolished on the Hadiings
House property. Stephen Hagtings married Slence Sawyer and purchased the Tilly Littlegjohn Farm in
1793. Hadings and his wife are believed to have lived in the Littlejohn farmhouse during construction
of the brick Hagtings House in 1794. In 1824, the farm was known to include two houses, one of
which was probably the Littlejohn House. Historical reseerch combined with architectura andysds,
archaeologicd survey and testing may a<o identify structural, artifact, and festure evidence that
confirms local speculation that the house acrass the road a 25 Sgquareshire Road may have been the
Littlejohn House. Historical and archaeologica evidence may dso exist that identifiesthe dructure
aoossthe road from the nominated property, & 25 Squareshire Road, as the 1854 house built by Rufus
Hagtings, probably built for farm employees Evidence of the 1854 house may d<o be located in an
archaeologicd context.

Structural evidence of a cal912 addition to the Hagtings House, a leadt three bams, and severd
outbuildings may aso survive on the nominated property. In 1912, akitchen and laundry ell was built
on the southwest comer of the house, replacing aline of wood framed sheds. Among the three bams
known to exist in 1824, only one bam has been located from map and photographic evidence abutting
the south end of the sheds. Structural evidence may exist from severd outbuildings demolished on the
property. Archaeological evidence may survive from a brick stmcture originally located behind the
southwest comer of the house where it bumed sometime after the 1920s or 1930s  That sructure is
believed to have been a smokehouse originally then usad as aprivy in the early 20* century. Structurd
evidence may exist from an ice house originally located on the pond shordine and demolished m
cal912.

Occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) oanning the 18* through 20* centuries may
exig throughout the property but especidly near the farmhouses bams and outbuildings.
Occupationd-rdated features may exis from the Littlejohn and Haglings farmgteads, occupation by
mid-19* century farm employees, tenant farmers after 1878 and use of the house as a summer hotd or
boarding house. One brick Sructure originally usad as a 9noke house, then later as a privy, has been
noted above. Earlier privies are expected to exist. A well reported to be of an early date is known neer
the southesst comer of the house. Additional wellsmay aso exist. Trash pits and/or dumping arees
may exig throughout the property assodated with the long period of 18* through 20* century
occupation of the farm and variety of functions it served.

(End)



Stephen Hastings House
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_XA Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

J<C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Worcester, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
ca. 1794-1955

Significant Dates

ca.1794

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Stephen Hagtlings House, Sterling, MSissignificant at theloca level as an extremdy well preserved, high-
dylerura Federd farmhouse, built for a man who was a wedthy farmer, military officer, and country "squire
It meats Criterion A for its assodiaion with the prominent Hastings family, who played amgor role inthe
devdopment of the southeest part of Sterling, and, as owners of the town's highest-vaued early- and mid-19"-
century farm, in the agricultural evolution of the community as awhole. The property marks important trendsin
19*-century farming prectices through two generations of the Hagtings family's productive and increasingly
Soecidized modd farm, and inthe late 19"-century tenant farming era during its occupancy by Fuller family.
Subssquently, under the Fitches and Martins, it dso embodied the tum-of-the-century transition which shifted
many rural farmhouses away trom agriculture to vacation use as summer hotds and boarding houses The
housgs long 20* -century ownership by Bogion attorney Eliot Jones and his family epitomizes ancther later
trend—the converdonin the early modem era of older country estates to summer homes for high-ranking Boston
resdents. The property dso medts Criterion C as Sterling's finest example of Federd residentid architecture,
with awedlth of sophigticated, finely crafted interior woodwork, aswell astechnically advanced festures such as
alarge sngle-pane crown glassfanlight, two types of interior blinds, and an early counter-badance sygem for the
windows. The property maintains integrity of location, desgn, setting, materids, workmanship, feding, and
asociion.

By the early 1640s, the area around the Waushacum Lakes where the Hadtings House is Stuated waas the Ste of
much native activity. A village known as Waushacum, located between the two lakes, was the heedguarters of
the group of Nashaways led by the regiond sachem, Sholan. In May of 1676, during King Philip'sWar, a
colonid force atacked a group of Indiansin canoes on Ead Lake Waushecum, killing or captunng mod of them.
In 1701, a group of Lancader citizenspurchased a4 by 10 mile-widetract of land from Sholan's nephew and
uccessr, George Tahanto, and in 1781, mog of the southem part of this Lancagter Additional Grant was
incorporated asthetown of Sterling. Sterling'sborders were dtered in 1808 as some temtory was logt to the new
town of Wegt Boylston, and again in 1837 when part of Lancader was annexed.

By the middle of the 18th century, numerous scattered farms had been established within the future borders of
Sterling by owners who relocated from other eesem Massachusetts communities, and by about 1760 houses
were being built in what was later to become the town center. After the town was incorporated, sttlement, land
division, and clearing of forest rapidly accderated. Sterling's population increased from 1,428 in 1790 to 1,614
in 1800.

The southeest comer of Sterling, known from an early date esthe "Squareshire’ for the large souere parcd which
originally congtituted most of it, was among the more fertile aress of the town. It was well watered by dreams
that descended its broad south/southeast-facing dopesto the Nashua River. 1t dso included Sterling's largest
body of water, the pair of connected lakesthat snce the daysof Nashaway occupation had cometo be cdled
Ead and West Waushacum.  The main route leading southwest from Lancagter to Worcedter, as part of the
county road sysem, passed through the Squareshire, and by the latter part of the 18th century another regional

(continued)
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road, known locally as the "road to Sawyers mills," branched southeastfi“omthe LancederAVorceter road
toward millsthat had been esablished by the Sawyer family neer thetown line. 1t was & thejunction of these
two roadsthat the Hagtings Farm was esteblished in the 1790s

According to local and family tradition, the Hastings House was built in 1794, shortly after the young Stephen
Hastings paid 400 pounds for the 62-acre farm and 41-acre woodlot of the late Tilly Littlejohn, who hed died
the year before. Stephen Hagtings (1771-1840) had married Slence Sawyer in April of 1793. Both came from
prominent landed familiesin towns adjoining Sterling to the south and east. Stephen was the son of Johnand
Elizabeth Hagtings of Shrewsbury, and Silence was the daughter of Aaron and Abigail Sawyer, ovnars of alarge
farm which extended from the Sawyers Mills areaof Lancager into Sterling, where it aboutted part of the land
that Stephen purchased.

The January 1794 purchase datefor theland, the record of the birth of Stephen and Silence's first child, Rufus,
in Sterlingin September of that year, and a late 19th-century newspgper account stating that Stephen hed lived
on thisfarm for nearly 50 yearsprior to his degth in 1840, and hiswife for 68 yearsbefore e died in 1862,
have traditionally formed the badis for the ascribed date of the house. However, the sophidtication of the
carpentry, suggeststhat it could have taken over ayear to finish thebuilding. Moreover, detals that gopeer to be
besad on builders' guides published after 1794 point to acompletion date later inthe 1790s  Itislikely that
Sephen and Slence resided for awhile in the former Littlejohn house, which is believed to have sood on the
eed 9de of the road, both before and during the congtruction of their grand brick dwelling.

Sephen Hadtings quickly became one of the principal farmers in the Squareshire district. While he dso bought
and sold many other pieces of real estate during hislifetime, by 1804 he hed essambled the core 135+/- aores
which wereto be known for well over a century asthe Hastings Farm. By 1824 the farmincluded 180 acres of
improved land, two houses, and three bams, one of which was a com bam. At that time there were four oxen,
two horses and 13 cows on the farm~a large amount of livestock for the town a that time. At the end of the
1820s the Hadtings Farm had the highest velue of any in Sterling.

In addition to his importance as amgjor farmer in the local agricultura economy, Stephen Hagtings played an
influential rolein other agpects of Sterling's deveopment. While early town records are scant, his name gopears
& amamber of committees for building the sscond Sterling megtinghouse in 1799, and he owned not one, but
two pewsin the old medtinghouse as early as 1797. He bought and sold land, held mortgages and administered
edaes and was known as "Sguire’ Hadlings in hislater years Hewas d<o one of Sterling's highest-ranking
military officersin the early 19th century. He was commissoned a Lieutenant in the cavary of the Second
Brigade, Seventh Division ofthe Massachusatts Militiain 1800, and a Captainin 1802. He was made Mgjor of
the sameunit in 1805. Itislikely that Stephen Hagtings hosted mestings, military gatherings and ballsin the
north part of the sacond story of the house, which could be opened to create one large gathering goece

(continued)
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Stephen and Silence had three sons, one of whom, Aaron S died a the ege of Sx in 1805. Theyounges child,
Solon S Hadtings (b. 1806) apparently maneged the farm for his father until 1840, when Stephen died. Solon
married that same year and moved to Princeton, where he later became both a State Representative ad Sandtor.

Stephen Hagtings will left dl hisred edate to histwo surviving sons equally, with the exception of Silence's
"rights of dower." In an amicable family settlement. Slence gave up her dower rights, and Rufus and Solon
divided their father's property between them, with Rufus taking the entire farm.

Rufus Hastings (1794-1883) who hed relocated briefly to neighboring Berlin asayoung man, returned in 1822
to Sterling, where he lived a other locations prior to moving beck to the farm after his father's desth. He was
schoolmegter of the Rowley Hill district school for @ leest onetermin 1822, and taught in other schodlsin town

in subbsequent years. Alsoin 182, he married |sabella Howe, daughter of Solomon Howe, Esg. Of Berlin. By
184, with his father's hdp he had begun to buy and sdll red estate on his own, and during the mid-1820s

owned a half-interest in atavemin the Squareshire. By 1830 heweasoperating a 71 -acre farm on Kendall Hill a
mile north of his parents farm. Heand hisfamily moved briefly to Worcester in the late 1830s, but in 1840-41
returned to Sterling to take possesson of the Hadings Farm. Rufus continued to be involved with the Sterling
digtrict schools over the years, and in 1845 conveyed a smdl parcd of land adjoining the farm for anew

Squareshire District schoolhouse

Rufus and Isabellahad eight children, three of whom died young. The youngest, Abby Sawyer Hadtings (1842-
18 mey have beentheonly onebom in the HastingsHouse. Abby graduated from the Massachusatts Normal
School in Bridgewater, and as a young woman continued in her father's footsteps as ateacher. She became
schodmidress of the Sgquareshire District school in 1862, and in 1863 she was the teacher of School #1 & the
town center. Slence Hagtings continued to resdewith her son's family until her degth in 1862.

Like his father, Rufus Hagtings was a commissioned officer in the Massachusetts Militia, as was his brother
Solon. In 1820 Rufus was commissioned a Lieutenant of cavalry and eppointed a brigede ingpector, and later
roseto the rank of Major before resigning.

Whilefew records of the farmin Stephen Hastings time survive, moreinformation is available about the farm
and household during the four decades of Rufus Hagtings ownership, which spanned one of the mog productive
periods in the devdopment of Sterling as an important \WWorcester County agricultural community. The 1850
Federd Cenaus for Sterling indicatesthat in themid-19* century Rufus Hagtingswashy far the wedthiest man
in town. His property covered 188 acres, 170 of which wereimproved for agriculture, and the overal vaue of
his farmweas still among the three highest in Sterling. He owned vauable livestock, includingfivehorsssand 20
cows and other cattle, and a0 gpecidized in theraisingof grainsad potatoes. Whilethe farm tied for the most
rye produced in Sterling that year, its harvest of 300 bushdsof Indian com and 600 bushds of oats were much
larger thanthose on any other local farm. And a 800 bushds, the Hagtings Farm's potato harvest wes four times
that of the nearest local competitor.

(continued)
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Also in 1850, in addition to Rufus, Isabella, Slence, and six of Rufusand Isabellds children, the Hagtings
farmgtead wes home to five farmhands. Aswas the cas2on many farmsof thet era, severd of the employess
were young men and teenagarsfrom the same family-Alexander, Lewis, and Martin Coutermarsh. Four of the
five farmhands had been bom in VVermont, while one had been bom in Irdand.

After the Civil Wa, the Hadgtings Farm was conddered one of the best farmsin Worcester County. By 1870,
a $13,000, its vaue hed again become the highest in Sterling, and its 76-year-old owner was paying the third-
highest amount of wages to hisfarm employees Thevaueof the livestock daughtered on the farm wasd 0
the third highest intown. In additionto the large brick "mandon housg' and three bams, the farmstead
included a smdl house of 1854, probably built for farm employees  (Contrary to some loca speculation that
thehouse aoosstheroad & 25 Squareshire Road may  have been the Littlgjohn Housg, it is more likely that it
is this 1854 house, built by Rufus Hadtings.)

IssbdlaHadingsdied in 1876, and afew years later Rufus, who waswell over 80, moved to Westborough to
live with their daughter Sarah and her third husband. By 1880 he had conveyed al of the farmto histhree

surviving children. William H. H. Hastings, who hed become a physician in Boston, and Sarah Hastings

Potter of Westborough each got a one-fifth share, and Abby Hastings Fiske of Neadham received three-

fifthsof the property. With the transfer to the third generation, none of whom lived in Sterling, the Hastings

Farm entered along period during which the 136-acre property was leesed to tenants. For severd years

beginning in 1878, the occupants were ardative-by-marriageto Abby Hadlings Fiske, farmer Asa Fuller

(1826-1907,) and his family. (Abby's husband Josgph E. Fiske, Eg. was one of the mog prominent citizens

of the Grantville secfion of Needham, [incorporated as thetown of Welledey in 1881.] AsaFuller's mother

wes a Fiske)

By 1801 AsaFuller had acquired hisown farm onnearby Chace Hill Road, and in 18934 the Hadings heirs
sold their family farm to another prosperous Squareshire digtrict farmer, Andrew L. Fitch. In 1854 Andrew
Fitch (1837-1904) had inherited his family's homesteed farm on the west dde of Chace Hill Road a Fitch
Pond. He gpparently bought the Hastings Farm for his son, George A. Fitch (1866-1937,) who opened the
goecious brick house as a summer hotd or boarding house, which he named the Waushacum House Withits
rural setting and lawns descending to the shore of East Waushacum Lake, the old Hagtings farmhouse could
offer more sadate bathing, boating, and fishing activities than the west lake with itsbusy deamer service,
railroad stop, and amusameant park. Easy aooess from the city was provided by the regiona ralroadsto nearby
Sterling Junction, and for saverd years the gatdy old home mug have dtracted many guests 1n 1903,
however, public use of both Waushacum lekes was severdly curtailed by the Metropolitan Waterworks Board,
which had begun devdoping the nearby Wachusett Resarvoir in the late 1890s The use redtrictions, which
laged until the 19305 effecfively put an end to much of therecregfiond activity on the lakes and mug have
had an immediate impact on Mr. Fitch's summer busness

Neverthdess, in 1909 he sold the remaining property with the farmstead, which had been subdivided into five
lotsby the Hadgtings heirs, to two brothers from Clintonwho planned to continueits commercid use asa ummer

(continued)
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vacdion retregt. The purchasarswere William Martin (with hiswife. Fora) and John Martin and his wife,
Elizabeth. Both Martin familieshad dready occupied the Hagtings House for sometime, possibly as both
tenantsand hotd managers.

A 1908 newgpape artide reported the Martin brathers application for a liquor license It isnat knoan whether
thelicense wasever granted. However, the Martinswere liged as Clinton resdentsin 1911, when they conveyed
a 13-acre parad with the Hagings House to thar mortgagee Rufus Haglings granddaughter, |sabellaHowe
(Fiske) Conant.

Isabella Conant was the daughter of Abby (Hagtings) Fiske, and had inherited her mother's share in the farm m
184 while till aminor. After the property weas sold to Andrew Fitch, and even after her marriage to Wadter
Conant and her relocation from Welledey to Temple, New Hampshire, she hed retained afinancid intere in

some family properties in Sterling and Clinton, owning some parcels outnght, and holding mortgages on others
She continued to own the house acrossthe road a 25 Squareshire Road for many years, using it for a summer

resdence. Mrs. Conant was an accomplished poet and author; some of her books are in the possession of the
Sterling Historical Society.

After the conveyance from the Martin brothers, Isabella Conant owned the Hastings House for less than ayesr.
In 1912, e sold the 13-acre parcd with the old farmhouse, dong another piece of seven acres, to Eliot and
Theodora Jonesof Beacon Hill, Boston. The magjor farm outbuildings had been demalished, and the Joneses
soon removed therest. Shortly after the purchase they built anew southwest el on the house and an icehouse &
the edge ofthe pond. By 1919 the present garage was standing, as well, and later the little pumphouse wes buiilt.
(The ell and the icehouse are no longer extant.)

Eliot Jones was an atorney. His law firm was Stoneand Jones, (later Johnson, Clapp, Stone & Jones) withan
office & 50 State Stret, Boston. He and hiswife usad the Hadtings property es a summer retregt for many years
until Mr. Jones death shortly after World War 1.

Eliot and Theodora Joneshed two daughters, Sdma and Dorotheas Sdma was active in the recongtmction of
Europe after the war, and was ateacher in private schodls in the Boston area. Se lived in the house with her
mother after her father died, but in the late 1940s she married Homer Wheaton , and Theodora Jones moved to a
nursing home until her deeth ca 1969. Sdma and Homer were later divorced, and she subsegquently returned to
live full-timeinthe housa Sdma Wheaton wes active inloca affairs, including as afounder of the Sterling
Historica Society, to which she left an endowment upon her death in 1989. Dorothea Jones who wes employed
in socid work, lived doser to Boston, but occupied the house for about half the yeer.

By the mid-1980s, when the Jones daughters sold the property to the present owners, it had been reduced to the
present 7.2-acre parcel. Before the sale, both a conservation redtriction and a preservation restriction were placed
on the property. The latter is held and administered by Presarvation Worcester, Inc.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsgtence in Sterling are poorly understood, any
surviving dtes in the nominated area could be significant. Ancient dtes in the area can be significant by
contributing information relating to Native American subddence and sdtlement pattems in the Centrd
Massechusatts\Worcester Plateau uplands and the interior zone of the NashuaRiver drainege. Potentid Native
American dtes on the nominated property may include larger Stes with a focus on Eag Wauschacum Pond and
its surrounding resources or amdler, short-term campdteswith a focus on upland resources and pond rdated
wetlands Ancient dtes in the areamay contain important information that assodiaes them on a functiona,
ses0ndl, and tempord bags with larger habitation Steslocated neer larger lakes and ponds or the Neghua River.

Higtoric archaeologicd resources described above have the potentia to document three centuries of devdopment
on two family farmsin the Centrd Massachusettsuplands Historical reseerch combined with archaeologica
aurvey and testing should locate the Site(s) of the Littlgjohn farmhouse, the 1854 house for farm employees (s
section 8, p.4),and lay to rest any debate over the origins of the house located across theroad & 25 Squareshire
Road. Higtorical and archaeologicad ressarch can document the complex land use history of the nominated
property that begen with the 18" century Littlejohn farm and its evolution to the 18, 19"\ and 20™ century
Hadtings farm. Historical and archaeologica research can document the layout and agricultura role of the
Littlggohn farm and the changesthat occurred &s it evolved into a high style and Federd period farmhouse ad
asodaed agricultural role. Similar reseerch can a0 be usad to document later changesthat occurred s the
farm trangtioned from agriculture to a vacation area umme hotel and boarding house. Location, identification,
and careful mapping of farm residences, bams, and outbuildings combined with detailed andlyss of the contents
of occupationd related features can help trace the agriculturd evolution of the farms and the community from the
18* through 20* centuries. Occupationd-related features may dso contribute important evidence related to the
socid, cultural, and economic livesof the farm owners, farm workers, and tenants. Important information may
a0 exid rdaed to 19* and early 20" century pattems of recreation and leisure.  Stmcturd remains from
outbuildings on the property can help document the layout of the farm over time, possibly identifying dnangesin
the types and scale of agricultura production. Information may a0 be present identifying functional changesin
dmctures or adgptive re-use as resdency, possibly for recregtion, became more important than agricultura
production. Information from occupationd-reated festures can potentially contribute information on specific
periods of occupation a the farm and by extrgpolation different periods of life in the town and region.
Archaeologica resources can potentially contribute information that describes three centuries of socid, culturd,
and economic change on asmall Central Massechusetts farm.

(End)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 7.2 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 274480 4698500

Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing
2. Norttiing 4.
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing
Northing See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
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11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, Nationai Register Director, MHC
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street & number_ 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone 617-727-8470
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Frank and Ann Heinemann
street & number 20 Squareshire Road telephone  978-368-8860
city or town Sterling state MA zipcode 01564
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
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PHOTOGRAPHS

All photographs and negeatives by Anne Forbes, 2002, 2003.
8 X 10" photographs
1. Stephen Hadtings House, 20 Squareshire Road: esdt and north devations, ca 1915 garageto south
2. Sephen Hadlings House, 20 Squareshire Road:  view to north, with 1980s clgpboard el
3. Sephen Hagtings House, 20 Squareshire Road:  south eevation

4. Stephen Hadlings House, 20 Sguareshire Road: north and west devations

Supplementary 4 x 6" photographs
5. Gaage ca 1915
6. Pumphouse, ca 1920s-1930s
7. Wadledgarden, ca 1800
8 Sonewdl
9. Stairhal, looking west
10. Ezet entry
11. Southeed parlor, looking south
12. Northeedt parlor, looking north
13. Southeedt kitchen, looking southwest
14. Northwest kitchen, looking north
15. Northeast chamber, looking northeast
16. Northwest chamber, looking southwest, with panded doset wall

(Cont.)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approva No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Stephen Hastings House
Sterling, Worcester County

Section number Photos Page 2 Massachusetts

PHOTOGRAPHS, oat.

17. Southwest chamber: fireplace
18. Southwest chamber: murd on north wall

19. Bathroom, ca 1912

Photooopied illudrations
A. William Pain, ThePractical Builder, Bogon edition, 1792: Pae 47.

B. Ksh”r*eniamin, The Country Builder's Assgant, Gretnf\Q\di,M.A\ Thomeas Dickman, 1797: Pae 6.
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RESOURCE COUNT

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B =hbuilding; O = object; S =gte

3 = drudure
MAPH# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
i Stephen Hastings House mic-1790s C B
2 Jones garege ca 1915 C B
3 Jones pumphouse ca 1920s1930s C B
4 Walled garden ca 1800 C St
5 Well and capstone unknown C @)
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributiuk Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 3 0
STRUCTURES: 1 0
OBECTS ! 6
STES 0 0

TOTAL: TOTAL: 0
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Hastings, Stephen, House Worcester County, 05001363
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #4)

USGS Map
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The Commonwealth of MassacHusetts - FARK'S
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 26, 2005

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief
National Register of Historic Places
Depatment of the hiterior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Stephen Hadtings House, 20 Squareshire Road, Sterling (Worcester), MA
The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State

Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg Cj
Nationa Regiger Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC. Fak & Anme Hanamam
Caherine diGrazia, Sterling Higoricd Commisson
Ame Forbes conaultant

Donlin Murray, Board of SHedimen
Michad Pedula Fanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate, ma usmhc



