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Rigid-connected, 
8-panel 

steel 
Parker 

pony truss w/ 
buttresses

span 
number: 

span 
length: 

overall 
length: 

roadway width 
:

198'6"
103'8"
20'0"

end/top chrd: 
bottom chord: 
vertical: 
diagonal: 
fir./decking: 
substructure:

2 
channels 

w/ 
cover plate and 

lacing
2 

channels 
w/ 

batten 
plates

4 angles 
w/ 

continuous 
plate

2-4 angles w/ 
batten 

plates
monolithic 

concrete deck over steel 
floor beams

concrete wingwalls
By 

1923 
the existing 

bridge over 
the 

Blue 
River at the 

small 
community of Slate 

Creek 
had 

deteriorated 
to 

the point of 
replacement. 

In May a 
construction 

contract 
under 

Federal 
Aid 

Project 
207 was 

awarded 
to 

bridge 
contractors 

Rogers 
and Pickard; 

work on 
the abutments 

began 
soon 

thereafter. 
It continued 

through 
the 

remainder of the year, 
and after 

a winter's 
hiatus 

work was 
continued 

in March 
1924. 

That month 
the 

steel 
for 

the 
superstructure 

of this 
long-span 

Parker pony 
truss 

arrived 
on-site 

from the fabricator, 
the American 

Bridge Company. 
In July 

the 
bridge was 

completed 
and opened 

to 
traffic. 

Featuring 
a 

poured-in-place 
concrete deck and 

buttress 
outriggers 

at 
the 

panel 
points, 

the 
Slate Creek Bridge 

has 
remained 

in 
use 

since, 
relegated 

to county 
road 

status 
and 

in 
unaltered condition.
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SIGNIFICANCE: 
Eng

ineering
Erected as 

a 
standard truss 

design 
by American 

Bridge, 
the Slate Creek 

Bridge 
is one of only two examples 

in 
the survey 

of this 
Pratt subtype 

- 
the 

riveted 
Parker pony. 

The other, 
the San 

Francisco Creek 
Bridge 

(LS30), 
was erected 

in 
1926 and 

subsequently moved, 
leaving 

this 
bridge as 

the only definitively 
traceable example of this 

untypical 
later 

highway bridge 
type.
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