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1. Name of Property 

His t oric District Historic name: Ind i ana and Michigan Avenues 

Other names/site number: -------------------
Name of related multiple property listing: 

:fir oc:·s1u1 :)I ·-i::;rr rni , 111 \ .f• 

r•; '"" !n:~i ·l;.:~ .... .... -i · 't 1 

(Enter "NI A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
NIA 
2. Location 

- . 

Street & number: Roughly Indiana Avenue and Michigan Avenue between Maple Avenue and 
Kingsbury Avenue 
City or town: LaPorte State: Indiana ounty: LaPorte 
Not For Publication:□ Vicinity: □ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _x_ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

Jn my opinion, the property _ x_ meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 
I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following 
level(s) of significance: 

national statewide x local 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 

A B X C D 

Date 

Indiana DNR-Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

1 
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In my opinion, the property _ meets _ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official: 

Title: 

4. N ional Park Service Certification 

entered in the National Register 

_ determined eligible for the National Register 

_ determined not eligible for the National Register 

_ removed from the National Register 

_other(explain:) ______ __ _ 

Date 

State or Federal agency/bureau 
or Tribal Government 

& u C/. · 3CJ -/'f: ~ ___,__.>,,0.,.c:....:.=-1.-Kee~ ______ D_a_t_e_o_f _A_c-ti-on.......__,_ ___ _ 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private: [J 
Public - Local [J 
Public - State D 
Public - Federal D 
Category of Property 

(Check only one box.) 

Building(s) 

District 

Site 

□ 
0 
□ 
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Structure 

Object 
□ 
□ 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
223 40 buildings 

1 

Q_ 

Q_ 

224 

Q 

Q 

Q 

40 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register l 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

RELIGION: religious facility 

EDUCATION: library 

HEAL TH CARE: clinic 

RECREATION & CULTURE: sports facility 
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Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

RELIGION: religious facility 

EDUCATION: library 

GOVERNMENT: correctional facility 

COMMERCErTRADE: professional 

COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store 
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7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate 
LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: 

Colonial Revival 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS: Bungalow/Craftsman 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: 

Tudor Revival 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN 

MOVEMENTS: Prairie 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
foundation: Brick 
walls: Brick 

roof: 
other: 

WOOD: Weatherboard 
SYNTHETICS: Fiberglass 
SYNTHETICS: Vinyl 
STUCCO 

Narrative Description 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.) 
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The Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District is located along Indiana and Michigan Avenues on 
the south side of LaPorte, Indiana. The district encompasses several blocks between roughly Maple 
Avenue on the north side of the district and Kingsbury Avenue on the south side of the district. Within the 
district are some of the city's finest homes, representative of styles from the second half of the 19th 

century and first half of the 20th century. The district is relatively flat with large mature shade trees lining 
the streets. Indiana Avenue and Michigan Avenue are both wide thoroughfares; the side streets are 
narrower. Concrete sidewalks line the streets with a tree lawn between the street and the walk. While 
the district is predominantly residential in nature and use, there are a few churches located in the district, 
as well as the city's Carnegie Library located at the north end of the district on Indiana Avenue. A few 
residences have been converted to office and retail, and a few newer commercial buildings are also 
located in the district. Indiana Avenue and Michigan Avenue run southeast/northwest. For purposes of 
this document the front facades shall be referred to as the east and west facades. 

Narrative Description 

The resource count includes only buildings, with the exception of one site being the geographical area of 
the district. One building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places: the Francis Morrison 
House, located at 1217 Michigan Avenue. The district includes 3 contributing carriage houses, 3 
contributing civic buildings (YMCA, Ruth Sabin House, and Carnegie Library), 4 contributing church 
buildings (churches either in their current or former function), and 213 contributing buildings that were 
constructed as houses. 

The resources considered non-contributing fall into two categories. The resources whose construction 
dates fall after the period of significance are considered non-contributing. These include several ranch 
houses located on Indiana Avenue at 1412 and 1414 Indiana Avenue and 1704 and 1706 Indiana 
Avenue, to identify a few. Resources in the district that have been significantly altered but are within the 
period of significance are also considered non-contributing. Alterations that substantially change the 
historical appearance of the buildings include removal of historic details, new siding that covers historic 
details, or the change in window and door locations and sizes. These include examples of houses 
located at 705 Harrison Street and 107 Warwick Street. Both of these examples are gable-front houses 
that were built between c. 1870 and 1895, but have had alterations to windows and siding. Buildings that 
have retained integrity of design and materials, as well as form, massing, and fenestration, have been 
classified as contributing. 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues District Site. Contributing. 

The district is considered a contributing site due to the character of the mature tree-lined avenues, and 
general feel of the area due to the density and integrity of the building line. The largely intact architectural 
features of individual homes, and the mature landscaping around the homes, also enhance the general 
character of the area as an identifiable neighborhood. 

MAPLE AVENUE 

806 Maple Avenue. 
contributing 
808 Maple Avenue. 

Former Doctor's Offices, ca. 1890/1915. Romanesque Revival/Craftsman, Non

House, c. 1900. Cottage, Contributing 
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HARRISON STREET 

House, ca. 1870. Gable-front, Non-contributing 
House, ca. 1870, Gable-front, Contributing 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

705 Harrison Street. 
707 Harrison Street. 
708 Harrison Street. 
805 Harrison Street. 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church Office, ca. 1950. Non-contributing 
House, ca. 1915. Bungalow, Contributing 

OSBORN STREET 

601 Osborn Street. 

ALEXANDER STREET 

Gas Station, ca. 1970. Non-contributing 

206 Alexander Street. House, ca. 1920. Bungalow, Contributing 

WARWICK STREET 

107 Warwick Street. 
105 Warwick Street. 
103 Warwick Street. 
306 Warwick Street. 
308 Warwick Street. 

House, ca. 1895. Gable-front, Non-Contributing 
House, ca. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 
House, ca. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 
House, ca. 1890. Gable-front, Contributing 
House, ca. 1910. Free-Classic, Contributing 

108 Warwick Street. House, ca. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 
This house may be attributed to D. S. Hopkins, an architect in Grand Rapids, Michigan who published a 
book of his designs and numbered a design matching this house as No. 15. 

106 Warwick Street. 

IN DIANA AVENUE 
West Side 

House, ca. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 

2026 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival Cottage, Contributing 
2024 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 
2016 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Contributing 
2014 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1960. Ranch, Non-contributing 
2012 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Contributing 
1916 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1914 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1960. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1912 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1960. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1910 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. English Cottage/American Small House, Contributing 
1908 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1906 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1904 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1955. Massed ranch, Non-contributing 
1902 Indiana Avenue. House, 1947. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1810 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1965. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1808 Indiana Avenue. House, 1945. Gable-front/American Small House, Contributing 
1800 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1925. Tudor Revival, Contributing. Left in photo 0001 
1718 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Gable-front, Contributing. Center in photo 0001 
1716 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. American Four-Square/Prairie, Contributing. 

Right in photo 0001 
1714 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. Gable-front, Contributing 
1712 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1935. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1710 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. American Four-Square, Contributing 
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House, c. 1920. American Four-Square, Contributing 
House, c. 1970. Ranch, Non-contributing 
House, c. 1975. Ranch, Non-contributing 
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County and State 

1708 Indiana Avenue. 
1706 Indiana Avenue. 
1704 Indiana Avenue. 
1702 Indiana Avenue. 
1610 Indiana Avenue. 
160S Indiana Avenue. 

House, 1902. Gable-front, Contributing. Arthur Steigley, designer. 
House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing 
House, c. 1910. Gabled-ell, Contributing 

1600 Indiana Avenue. Hobart M. Cable, Jr. House, c. 1925. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
The Cable House is a full two stories tall with side gabled walls; it has a commanding presence on the 
corner of the block due to the unusual length of the front favade. A stone terrace wall also extends along 
the sidewalk edge and turns the corner on the north side of the lawn. The house has brick walls and 
large brick chimneys on its gabled walls. The windows have brick sills and jack arches with stone 
keystones. The windows are 8/8 wood windows and have pairs of shutters at each of these window 
openings. The front favade is divided into two sections: the south part of the fa9ade which is symmetrical 
with a center entry and a shorter north part. The south part has three 8/8 windows to each side of the 
entry on both the first and second floors. Immediately to the north and south of the entry are smaller, 
narrow windows with brick sills. The windows are wood and are divided into three panes of glass by 
wood mullions. The entry has a large limestone surround with fluted Ionic pilasters at its outside corners. 
The surround has an arched opening with a recessed door. The entry door is wood and has an arched 
top. The top of the surround has an iron balcony railing for a pair of wood doors directly above the 
surround. Each door has a window divided into ten panes of glass by wood mullions. The north part of 
the front favade has two window openings on the first floor. The openings have a framed wood panel in 
their base with a 4/8 wood window above the panel. The second floor has a single 8/8 window centered 
over the two windows on the first floor. The side gabled walls have a quarter-round fan window on each 
side of the chimney. 

Hobart M. Cable Jr. was born in Boston in 1880 to Hobart and Estella Cable. Hobart Jr. became the 
Vice-President of the Hobart M. Cable Company in 1900 upon the establishment of the company in 
LaPorte. The company produced 15,000 pianos and reed organs annually.1 

1518 Indiana Avenue. Mary Teegarden Clark House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing 
The house was constructed sometime between about 1900 and 1915 by Gilbert and Mary Tyrrell. Tyrrell 
began a plumbing business in 1907 and continued its operation until 1923; they lived at the home until 
1928.2 

1514 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1915. Bungalow, Contributing 

1512 Indiana Avenue. Charles Beal House, 1925. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
Beal was the editor of the LaPorte Herald-Argus. His grandfather established the LaPorte Herald in 1880. 
Charles became manager in 1918 and in 1924 the paper purchased the other LaPorte newspaper, the 
Argus, merging the two to become the LaPorte Herald-Argus; today the paper is known as The Herald
Argus. 3 

1510 Indiana Avenue. Fenker-Lighter House, c. 1890. Queen Anne, Contributing 
The house is two and a half stories in height and is constructed out of brick with limestone trim. Windows 
are predominantly 1/1 wood windows with the upper sash much shorter than the lower sash. The house 
is constructed with a hipped roof and lower cross gables; the gabled walls are on the north side of the 
front fa9ade and on the west side of tlie south fayade. A squared two story portion is at the intersection 
of the gabled walls. The front fa9ade of this squared section has the entry door on the first floor, a pair of 
1/1 windows with a tall stone lintel on the second floor, and a small parapeted gabled wall dormer in the 

1 Leonard, J. pg. 101-102 
2 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1998. 
3 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2001. 

Site #4 
Pg. 18 
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attic level. The wall dormer has a 1/1 window with a stone lintel centered in it and stone coping at the top 
of its parapet front wall. The front gabled wall has a stone belt course at the height of the base of a 
window bay on its first floor. The window bay is three-sided with its front wall wider than the outside walls; 
a narrow Doric column divides the bay's walls from each other. Each wall of the bay has a 1/1 window; 
the roof of the bay is metal and has a convex form. A wide segmental brick arch forms the top of the 
opening for the window bay. Two 1/1 windows with stone sills and tall brick jack arches are located on 
the second floor of the front gabled wall. An arched wood window is centered in the attic level of the 
gabled wall. It has a stone lintel and a wide brick arch framing the top of the window. The gabled wall is 
parapeted with stone coping. 

A single story porch wraps around the southeast corner of the house from the front gabled wall to the 
south gabled wall. The porch has square columns with square pickets forming a balustrade between the 
columns. A single story, hipped roof sun porch is located on the north side of the house. It has square 
columns supporting its roof with windows between the columns; the windows are composed of multiple 
panes of glass and solid wood panels at their base. 

1508 Indiana Avenue. Maurice Fox House, c. 1923. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
The home is a large two story brick building with a slate-tiled hipped roof. Large brick chimneys are 
centered in the side facades and extend high above the eave line. The corners of the walls have brick 
quoins. The front fa<;:ade is symmetrical with a center entrance and stone portico. The portico is 
constructed in a half-round plan design with stone columns supporting the roof/balcony. The columns 
have papyrus capitals. The entry to the house is recessed with a small 1/1 wood window on each side of 
the entry surround. The windows have stone sills and stone hoods formed into jack arches with 
keystones. The entry surround is wood; a large wood door with tall, narrow side-lites are located in the 
surround. A wide wood arched transom is above the door and side-lites. The portico balcony has a 
decorative iron railing. 

The front fa<;:ade has two 9/1 aluminum windows on the first floor on each side of the portico. The 
windows have stone panels below them that extend to the foundation, stone sills, and brick jack arches 
with stone keystones. A stone belt course separates the first and second floor levels. The second floor's 
windows align with the first floor's windows. The second floor's windows are 6/1 aluminum windows with 
stone sills and brick jack arches with stone keystones. Centered over the portico on the second floor the 
wall is covered with stone. Centered in the wall is a wood balcony door with a large window divided into 
multiple glass panes. A stone hood supported by carved stone brackets is located above the balcony 
door. A 4/1 aluminum window is on each side of the balcony door in the stone wall area. They have 
stone sills and stone jack arches with keystones. A cornice with modillions forms the top of the wall 
transition to the roof eaves. 

Maurice Fox was one of the sons of Samuel and Fannie Fox, founders of the LaPorte Woolen Mills in 
1864. Samuel Fox was a native of Germany and settled in LaPorte County shortly after 1856. Maurice 
was born in 1871 and died in 1930; he remained a bachelor his entire life. Maurice joined his father in the 
woolen mills and in other associations with his brothers. He was one of the city's leading philanthropists. 
His largest gift to the city was the construction of the Memorial Civic Auditorium and Gymnasium; it cost 
about $500,000 to construct. 

1502 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 

1420 Indiana Avenue. Webber-Bosserman-Scott House, 1874/1928. Italianate/Prairie, Contributing 
The house was constructed in 187 4 for LD & Sarah Webber. Webber was the president of a hardware 
store he established in the city in 1851. LD Webber died in 1895 and the home sold to the Bosserman 
Family. The Emmett Scott family moved from their home at 1421 Indiana Avenue and oversaw a 
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remodeling project in 1928. Emmett Scott was the president of LaPorte Outing & Sulky Company which 
later became Kumfy-Kab Company, manufacturers of baby and doll vehicles.4 

1414 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1965. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1412 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1965. Ranch, Non-contributing 

1410 Indiana Avenue. Mrs. F. A. Turnbull Residence, c. 1915. Tudor Revival, Contributing. George W. 
Allen, Architect 
Mrs. Turnbull was the widow of Frederick Turnbull, the son of David Turnbull who was the founder of 
LaPorte Wheel Company. The company was founded in 1870; Frederick became associated with the 
company in 1876. David Turnbull partnered with S.P. Shelly to form Turnbull & Shelly, established in 
1873, to create wagon wheels and gear, developing plants in Ohio and Indiana. Later the company 
produced wagons under the name Turnbull Wagon Company and became the largest employer in 
Defiance, Ohio. 

1406 Indiana Avenue. Nicholas Closser House, 1882/c. 1900. Free Classic, Contributing 
The house was constructed in 1882 by Nicholas Closser who moved to LaPorte from Indianapolis. When 
Closser died in 1891 the house was purchased by Sam Kessler. Kessler added the third floor and large 
wrap-around porch. Kessler owned the LaPorte Argus newspaper, which was established as the first 
newspaper in LaPorte.5 

1402 Indiana Avenue. 
1312 Indiana Avenue. 
1310 Indiana Avenue. 
1308 Indiana Avenue. 

House, c. 1895. 
House, c. 1915. 
House, c. 1915. 
House, c. 1870. 
photo 0002 

Queen Anne, Contributing 
Bungalow, Contributing. Left in photo 0002 
Bungalow, Contributing. Second from left in photo 0002 
Upright and wing/Italianate, Contributing. Second from right in 

1304 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1890/c. 1920. Gable-front, Contributing. Right in photo 0002. 
This house was altered with the addition of a portico and two story sunroom in about 1920. 

1302 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1925. Bungalow, Contributing 
1210 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1905. Queen Anne, Contributing 

1206 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1860/1915. Greek Revival/Bungalow, Contributing 
The house appears to be an early home (c. 1860) with a bungalow style porch incorporated to the front of 
the house in the early part of the 20th century. 

1202 Indiana Avenue. Rear Admiral R.R. Ingersoll Residence, 1908. Colonial Revival, Contributing. 
George Allen & Son, architect. Photo 0003 
The house is a large two story home with a symmetrical front fayade. The house has stucco covered 
walls with stone quoins at the outside corners. The eave line of the roof features modillions supporting a 
wide eave overhang. The roof is a tall hipped roof covered with clay tiles. The top of the roof has a flat 
deck with stone finials at each corner. There are three tall, slender brick chimneys irregularly located on 
the sides and back of the house. The most striking feature of the house is the massive portico enriched 
with Neoclassical detail. The portico is centered on the front of the house and features large stone 
square antea at the outside corners and Ionic columns following the curved plan of the portico. The 
balcony of the portico features spindles forming a balustrade between large, square balusters. The entry 
is recessed and features a large wood entry door with side-lites. Together they are framed by massive 
pilasters forming a surround. 

A grouping of three windows, located in a single opening, is centered in the wall to the south and north of 
the portico on the first floor of the front facade. The center window is a large wood picture window and it 

4 LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission 1997 Tour Brochure 
5 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1997. Site #4 
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is flanked by 1/1 wood windows. Wood transom windows are located above each of the three windows. 
Simple stone surrounds frame the windows. Directly above the first floor windows is a pair of 1/1 wood 
windows located in a single opening. They also have simple stone surrounds framing the pair. Centered 
above the portico is a Palladian window with stone detailing surrounding it. The center window has an 
arched top with a lancet mullion design in its top sash over a sash with a single pane of glass. The 
flanking windows are smaller and are casements with a diamond mullion design. The windows are each 
framed by short pilasters with Ionic capitals. The pilasters support a cornice flanking the center arched 
window. Above the cornice a row of pilasters frame small panels that are connected in the center with a 
keystone in the arched window hood of the center window. A large roof dormer is centered on the front 
fa9ade. Its walls are also covered with stucco. Its front wall has two 1/1 windows framed by pilasters. 
The dormer has a segmental-arched, broken pediment top. 

The home was the residence of one of LaPorte's most famous individuals, Rear Admiral Royal Rodney 
Ingersoll. The house was affectionately called "Seven Bells" by the Admiral, a term in the Navy that 
means the time when the watch is over and it is time to rest. Ingersoll was born in Niles, Michigan in 
1847 and graduated from the United States Naval Academy in 1868. He served on various fleets until 
1876 when he returned to teach at the Naval Academy. In the early years of the 20th century Ingersoll 
commanded such ships as the Bennington, the New Orleans, and the Maryland. He retired in 1909 but 
was called back to active duty during World War I. He returned to his home in LaPorte in 1919 and 
resided there until his death in 1931. In 1943, the destroyer USS Ingersol/was named for Ingersoll and a 
grandson who perished in the Battle of Midway.6 

1132 Indiana Avenue. House, 1925. Craftsman, Contributing 
1128 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1895. Free Classic, Contributing 
1124 Indiana Avenue. William & Rose Porter House, 1893. Free Classic, Contributing. Left in photo 
0011 
William Porter was a loan and note broker with the firm Butterworth & Porter. 7 

1120 Indiana Avenue. Dunk House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Center in photo 0011 

1116 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1865. Gabled-ell/Gothic Revival, Contributing. Right in photo 0011 
The house is a full two stories tall with walls constructed out of brick. The plan is a gabled-ell form with 
the front gable on the north side of the front fa9ade. Doors and windows have stone lintels and sills. A 
porch is located across the front gable and returns onto the north side of the house. The porch has round 
columns with large tapered capitals, set on brick walls. Flat wood arches frame the top of the opening 
between the columns. The front gable's first floor has a narrow door and transom on its south end. To 
the north of the door is a tall 1/1 wood window with a transom. The north side of the front gable's first 
floor has a brick entry foyer that steps out from the main fa9ade. A wide door is in the entry foyer's front 
wall. The second floor of the front gable has three 6/1 wood windows with wood shutters. A small attic 
window with a Gothic arch is centered in the attic in the gabled wall. It has mullions in a lancet design 
and wood shutters that follow the arch of the window. Quatre-foil pierced vergeboards follow the rake of 
the gable roof. A king post with drop finial is located at the top of the gable. 

The south side of the front fa9ade has a stone water table that also forms the sill of a tall 1/1 wood 
window on the first floor. The window has wood shutters. The second floor of this part of the front fa9ade 
has a brick bay projecting from the main fa9ade. The bay has a large 1/1 wood center window with 
shorter, narrower wood windows on each side of it. A stone lintel extends over all three windows. The 
south facing gable has a five sided wood bay with a metal roof on its first floor. Each side of the bay has 
a narrow 1/1 wood window. 

6 Records of the Department of the Navy, US Naval Historical Center 
7 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1998. Site #5 
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1110 & 1112 lndianaAvenue. Office Building, c.1970/c. 1990. 
contributing. Far right in photo 0011 
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Contemporary/Post Modern, Non-

1108 Indiana Avenue. John Secor House, c. 1890. Queen Anne, Contributing 
The house is two and a half stories tall with a large front gable. The foundation is brick and the walls 
have wood siding. Windows have simple wood casings. A large porch is located across the first floor of 
the front fa9ade and curves around the southeast corner of the house to the south side of the house, 
terminating at a two story sun/sleeping porch. The front porch has a wood balustrade composed of 
spindles and balusters with recessed panels. Doric columns set on the top of the balusters and support 
the porch roof. A wide set of steps lead to the entry, located on the north side of the front fa9ade. A 
cross gable in the porch roof aligns with the steps below. The entry door on the front fa9ade is a large 
wood door with a large window. Wide pilasters are located on each side of the door. A large fixed 
window is in the south half of the front fa9ade's first floor. It has a transom above. 

The front fa9ade's second floor has a 1/1 wood window in its north half and a three-sided window bay in it 
south half. The window bay has a 1/1 window in each of its sides. Modillions support the roof eaves; 
pairs of large scrolled brackets are located at the corners of the walls, also supporting the eaves. The 
eave returns on the front fa9ade at the base of the gabled wall separating it from the remaining front 
fa9ade. The gabled wall is covered in wood shingles and has a three-sided window bay centered in it at 
the attic level. A small 1/1 wood window is located in each side of the bay. A pent roof that extends 
across the entire face of the gabled wall forms the roof of the bay. Above the pent roof the face of the 
gable wall projects forward, flush with the eaves, before terminating at the roof peak. 

Secor invented the revolutionary Rumely Oil Pull Tractor in 1909 for the Rumely agricultural equipment 
manufacturer in LaPorte. The company traces its history in the city to the late 1840s. In 1895, the 
company began to produce steam powered traction engines. The oil pull tractor was its most famous 
product. Rumely purchased the Advance Threshing Company and the company reorganized as the 
Advance-Rumely Company in 1915. It became the largest employer in the city. 

1104 Indiana Avenue. Seth Eason House, 1893. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1034 Indiana Avenue. Edward F Michael House, c. 1885. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1030 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing. Left in photo 0004 

1028 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1863/1926. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Second from left in photo 
0004 
Isaac Holmes, a local architect, designed a gabled-ell carpenter Gothic styled home in about 1863 at this 
site. He and his wife parted in 1868, but she remained at the house. Her name was Susan B. Holmes. 
The home sold to Mary Barnum who directed a remodeling in 1926.8 

1022 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Second from right in photo 0004 

1020 Indiana Avenue. Swan-Anderson House, 1870. Gable-front/Italianate, Contributing 
Right in photo 0004 
The house is a two and a half story, gable-front building. It has a brick foundation and wood clapboard 
siding on its walls. Windows and doors have wood segmental arch hoods with small wood dentils below 
the arch. A porch is located on the full width of the front fa9ade. It has four chamfered square posts, and 
two chamfered pilasters, set on paneled balusters. Wood spindles form the balustrade between the 
balusters. The posts and pilasters support the porch roof. The porch cornice is supported by wood 
scrolls and brackets. The cornice also has dentil molding. A pair of wood entry doors and transom is 
located on the south side of the front fa9ade. The doors are paneled and have wood storm doors on their 
exterior. A 1/1 wood window is centered on the front fa9ade's first floor and another 1/1 window is in the 
north side of the front fa9ade. 

8 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2002. Pg. 12 
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The second floor's front fa9ade has three 4/4 wood windows. The gabled wall has a 2/2 wood window 
centered in it at the attic level. Its window hood is less ornate and does not have dentils. An entablature 
of cornice, frieze board, and pairs of brackets support the gable roof on the face of the gabled wall. A one 
story rectangular bay is located on the south fa98de of the house. It has a single 1/1 wood window on its 
south wall and a pair of narrow 1/1 wood windows on its east wall. 

George Frederick Swan was born in New York in 1847 and came to LaPorte in 1863. Swan purchase lot 
#6 in Burson's Heirs addition to the City of LaPorte in 1871 and began building the Italianate home for he 
and his future wife, Emma Porter, who he married in 1872. She became pregnant and died within two 
months of the marriage, and a few months later Swan sold the house to Jacob Vining. Swan operated a 
men's clothing store in partnership with his brother in LaPorte during the 1870s. Swan worked for a 
number of elected officials and was elected county recorder in the 1890s. Jacob and Lucy Vining came 
to LaPorte in 1869. He assisted in establishing the LaPorte Savings Bank in 1871 and was also the first 
minister of the Society of Friends Church in LaPorte. 

The Vinings sold the house in 1877 to David Thrush. Thrush served two terms as city councilman and 
operated a meat market in the city for over fifty years, later under the name of "Thrush & Barnum". 
Barnum was a son-in-law to David Thrush. Barnum died in 1909 and Thrush died three years later. 
Thrush's daughter moved in with her widowed mother and remained a resident of the house until her 
(Barnum's) death in 1952. Having no heirs, she left the home to her second cousin, Mrs. William 
Anderson. The home is featured in Wilbur Peat's book on historic Indiana architecture as an excellent 
example of Italianate details on a simple gable-front home. The home is entitled the "Fred G. Swan
William J. Anderson House"9. 

1016 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
This house was relocated to this site from 2109 Indiana Avenue when the house at 2109 Indiana Avenue 
was constructed in c. 1950.10 

1012 Indiana Avenue. 0. K. Reddington House, 1928. Craftsman, Contributing 
The Reddingtons were the proprietors of the Central Theater in downtown LaPorte. 11 

1008 Indiana Avenue. Barnum-Thrush House, 1850. Gothic Revival, Contributing 
1002 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1885. Shingle Style, Contributing 

912 Indiana Avenue. Dr. Long House, 1875/1900. Italianate, Contributing 
Dr. Long created his office and residence in this building c. 1900. The original home was constructed in 
1875 by Simon Wile who was part owner of the LaPorte Woolen Mills. Though the house retains some of 
its original stone window hoods and overall configuration, the building was modified during the period it 
was used as doctor's offices. It now has a parapeted flat roof. 

908 Indiana Avenue. Commercial Building, c. 1980, Non-contributing 

904 Indiana Avenue. Carnegie Library, 1920. Nee-Classical, Contributing. Wilson B. Parker, 
architect. Griewank Brothers, contractor. 
The large brick building has a limestone base and limestone trim. The base forms a partially above grade 
basement level and the brick area above the base is the main level of the building. The main part of the 
front fa9ade is symmetrical, balanced on either side of a large center pedimented entry portico. The entry 
is accessed by a tall set of stone steps with stone side walls. The portico is fairly shallow with four large 
stone columns with Ionic capitals forming the front side of the portico and four large stone pilasters with 

9 Peat, W. Page 105/plate and 120/text 
10 Allen, George 
u Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2001. Pg. 14 
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simple capitals forming the inside wall against the building. The columns support a stone cornice with 
"PUBLIC LIBRARY" engraved on its frieze. The pediment's gabled wall is brick with a stone carving, a 
cartouche flanked by swags and tassels, in its center. The gabled wall is framed with the cornice that 
forms the base of the roof; the cornice has modillions. The entry is a tall arched opening with stone trim 
used as a surround; a curved stone bracket forms a keystone. A pair of entry doors with tall windows in 
each door, and an arched art glass transom window are located in the stone surround. 

The stone base of the building has two windows on each side of the entry steps. A carved stone belt 
course forms a water table at the top of the base. Large arched windows on the main level are located 
above each of the base's windows. The windows are located in recessed brick panels with a decorative 
stone block below each window. A brick surround frames the recessed brick panel and forms the arch 
over the window. A stone scroll bracket forms a keystone in the brick arch above each window. The 
windows are wood with mullions forming a 3/3 wood sash configuration-the center pane of each sash is 
much wider than the outside two panes. A transom window is located in the arched opening and has 
mullions repeating the arch with an outside row of segmented panes. The top of the walls have a cornice 
with modillions. The building has a hipped roof and is covered with red clay tiles. The outside corners of 
the facade have brick quoins. The building has extensions off its south and north sides, the south side 
being longer than the north side. The extensions have the same detail as the fa9ade, including large 
arched window openings on the main level. The building's addition extends the building westward, nearly 
doubling its original depth. 

The history of a library in LaPorte traces its roots to the Library and Natural History Association 
established in 1863. The institution was believed to be influential in developing literary taste by cultivating 
the habit of reading and could become a powerful educator of peoples' growth of mind. The LaPorte 
Reading Room and Library Association negotiated with McClure's Working Men's Institute already 
established in the city for the transfer to the library of 700 volumes.12 

IN DIANA AVENUE 
East Side 

2021 Indiana Avenue. A. J. Crow House, 1930. Cape Cod, Contributing 
2017 Indiana Avenue. Leroy Kempf House, 1928. English Cottage, Contributing 

2015 Indiana Avenue. Victor & Alice Lonn House, 1925. Spanish Eclectic, Contributing 
The small single story house has a center entry with an attached garage on the north side of the house. 
The house's walls are covered in stucco. The front fa98de has two mission-styled parapet fronts, one to 
each side of the entry. The roof is a hipped roof that is covered in red Spanish tiles. A tiled roof is 
cantilevered over the front entry portico. The portico is composed of three tall arched openings; the outer 
two are much narrower than the center opening. The arched openings frame the entry door and side-lites 
in the wall behind the shallow portico. Two windows are centered in the front fa9ade below each shaped 
parapet. The windows are louvered with an arched top window. The attached garage also has a shaped 
parapet front; it steps down from the main roof line of the house. The garage door is located in a 
segmental arched opening. A tall chimney, also covered in stucco, is located on the wall between the 
attached garage and the house. 

Victor and Charles Lonn were brothers who both constructed homes in the Spanish style. Charles 
constructed his home at 1504 Michigan Avenue; it was designed by George W Allen & Son. It seems 
likely that Allen also designed Victor's home. The Lonns were part of the Great Western Manufacturing 
Company family started by their father, John, a Swedish immigrant. 

2011 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1970. Ranch, Non-contributing 

12 Chapman, pg. 623 
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2007 Indiana Avenue. Richard Roth House, 1948. Tudor Revival, Contributing 

2003 Indiana Avenue. S. D. Goldberg House, 1939. International, Contributing 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

The house is two stories with its walls constructed of blonde brick and wide limestone banding. The 
house has flat roofs and metal-framed casement windows. A shallow single story portion of the house is 
located in front of the two story section and contains the front entrance and extends to the north to 
incorporate an enclosed garage attached to the north side of the house. This single story portion has a 
tall band of limestone forming the top of the wall; it turns down at the outside edges of the garage door 
opening and to the outside (south) edge of the entry door. The entry door is located at the south end of 
the single story section and is a metal door with no window or moldings. Between the door and the 
garage door is a window bay composed of three casement windows in metal frames. The garage door is 
a metal door composed of four horizontal panels with no windows or moldings. 

The two story section of the house is partially covered by the single story section from about its middle 
and wraps around its north side. The exposed portion of the two story section's first floor (front fa9ade) is 
brick with three casement windows grouped together in a single opening. The second story's front fa9ade 
has a band of five casement windows at its south end that continue around the corner of the house in a 
band on its south fa9ade. The north half of the second story's front fa9ade has a solarium extending onto 
the roof of the single story section. The solarium, constructed inc. 1980, is glass with metal framing. The 
top of the two story section has a tall band of limestone forming the top of the wall. 

S. D. Goldberg was the manager of Steinburg's Jewelry Store in LaPorte during the 1930s and 1940s.13 

2001 Indiana Avenue. Robert Russell House, 1949. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1915 Indiana Avenue. Elmer Coddington House, 1925. Bungalow, Contributing 
1911 Indiana Avenue. C. D. Borklund House, 1942. American Small House, Contributing 
1909 Indiana Avenue. D. L. Collins House, 1942. English Cottage, Contributing 
1907 Indiana Avenue. Maurice Decker House, 1928. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing. Far right in 
photo 0005 

1905 Indiana Avenue. C. L. Taylor House, 1930. English Cottage. Contributing. Right in photo 0005 
This home is the Kenwood model home, made by G. Gordon Van Tine. 14 

1903 Indiana Avenue. Donald Collins House, 1933. English Cottage, Contributing. Left in photo 0005 
1901 Indiana Avenue. R. 0. Bard House, 1939. Contemporary, Non-contributing 

1821 Indiana Avenue. Thomas Sayles House, 1857. Italianate, Contributing 
The Sayles House is a two story wood frame house in a double-pile plan. The house has wood 
clapboard siding, simple wood window surrounds, 1/1 wood windows on its first floor and 6/6 wood 
windows on its second floor. The first floor has wood storm windows divided into four panes of glass. 
Wood shutters are located on the windows. A tall wood frieze board is at the top of the walls; scrolled 
wood brackets support the eaves. The roof is a low-sloped hipped roof covered with asphalt shingles. 
The front fa9ade is symmetrically arranged with a single story full front porch. The porch has six equally 
spaced square columns. The columns have chamfered corners and simple capitals. Scrolled wood 
brackets are located above the capitals and project forward to support the porch roof. Wood fretwork 
frames the top of the openings between the columns. The entry is centered on the front fa9ade. The 
entry is composed of a wood door with vertical panels and a wood storm door protecting the main door. 
The door has side-lites on each side with a framed panel in their base and four windows above the panel. 
A wood transom divided into three panes of glass by mullions is located above the door and side-lites. 
The entry has a wide wood surround. There are two windows to each side of the entry on the first floor. 

13 LaPorte City Directory, 1940-41 
14 Hunter, Rebecca 
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The second floor has a window directly above each of the windows on the first floor and a window in the 
center directly above the entry. 

The Thomas Sayles House was constructed on the present site of the post office (1201 Lincolnway West) 
in 1857 and relocated to this location in 1906. Sayles was a farmer who purchased the land his house 
once occupied for 10 cents an acre. 

1817 Indiana Avenue. Robert A Rocke House, 1939. American Small House/English Cottage, 
Contributing 
The house was constructed for the Rocke Family by Dr. Harold D. Kesling. 15 

The one and a half story cottage has side gables covered in wood shingles and split-granite stone on the 
first story walls. A front gable with a ridge slightly lower than the main ridge of the house is located on the 
south half of the front facade. Its wall and gabled wall are covered in stone; a large stone chimney is 
located in the center of the gabled wall. A small window is located north of the chimney. The entry door 
is located north of the front gabled wall in a slight projection from the main wall of the front facade; the 
projecting entry has a shed roof continued from the main roof of the house. The entry door is a wood 
door with a small window in its upper north corner. To the north of the entry is a 6/6 window on the main 
wall of the front facade, near the north end of the wall. The roof is covered in wood shingles. 

1811 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1945. American Small House, Contributing 
1809 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1960. Contemporary, Non-contributing 
1807 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. American Four-Square, Contributing. Far right in photo 0006 
1805 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. American Four-Square, Contributing. Right in photo 0006 
1801 Indiana Avenue. Elmer Wilhelm House, 1927. Bungalow, Contributing. Center in photo 0006 
Wilhelm served on the LaPorte City Council during the 1930s and as a LaPorte Probation Officer from 
1935-1952.16 

1719 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing. Third from left in photo 
0006 
1717 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1935. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Second from left in photo 0006 
1709 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing. Left in photo 0006 
1703 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1960. Ranch, Non-contributing. 
1701 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing. Far right in photo 0007 
1615 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Right in photo 0007 
1611 Indiana Avenue. Benjamin & Helen Rees House, 1931. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Left in 
photo 0007 
Rees was a local attorney. 

1605 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1950. Ranch, Non-contributing. Far left in photo 0007 
1603 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1930. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1601 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1935. Cape Cod, Contributing 

1519 Indiana Avenue. J.B. Shick Residence, c. 1915. Bungalow, Contributing. George W. Allen & 
Son, architect 
Shick was a partner in an industry producing picture frames under the name "Planett & Shick". 

1515 Indiana Avenue. William Higgins House, 1910-1911. Tudor Revival, Contributing 
Higgins was the inventor of the kerosene carburetor; he came to LaPorte with his uncle John Secor to 
work at the Rumely Company. He lived at the home until 1915.17 

15 Schultz, Fern Eddy 
16 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2001. Pg. 22 
17 LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission 1997 Tour Brochure 
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1507 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1925. Arts & Crafts, Contributing 
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1503 Indiana Avenue. Herbert Fox House, 1903/1925. Craftsman/Prairie, Contributing 
The house is two stories in height with a long front fa9ade. The main level's walls are constructed out of 
brick with stone coping at the top of the brick walls. This creates a strong horizontal line as the materials 
change from brick to stucco at window sill height on the second level's walls. The roof has wide 
overhanging eaves with copper gutters. The roof is a hipped roof covered with red tiles. The center 
portion of the roof is slightly taller and has a hipped roof dormer which is centered over the entry door. A 
front porch is located over the center part of the front fa9ade. It has three stone columns supporting the 
porch roof. Steps are located on the north side of the front fa9ade of the porch and align with the entry 
door. The entry door is wood with a tall window divided into multiple panes of glass; side-lites are located 
on each side of the entry door and are also divided into multiple panes of glass. A 6/1 window is located 
south of the entry door. It is below the shelter of the porch roof. Two 6/1 windows are located north of 
the porch on the main level of the front fa9ade. One window is located immediately south of the porch on 
the main level of the front fa9ade. To the south of this window is a bank of windows grouped together on 
a single stone sill. 

The second floor of the front fayade has 6/1 windows located above each 6/1 window on the first floor. A 
pair of small casement windows is centered above the entry door on the first floor below. The casement 
windows are each divided into 6 panes of glass by wood mullions. A bank of windows on the second 
floor also aligns with the bank of windows on the first floor, at the south end of the front fa9ade. The 
hipped roof dormer located on the front fa9ade has two wood windows in its front wall; each is divided into 
15 panes of glass by mullions. 

Herbert Fox was a son of Samuel and Fannie Fox, founders of the LaPorte Woolen Mills. Herbert was 
born in 1873 and received a degree from the University of Michigan in 1892. He joined his father and 
other family members in the operation of the woolen mills. In 1903 he married Julia Eppinger. In 1924 he 
became the director for the First National Bank & Trust Company, at that time the largest bank in LaPorte 
County. The Fox family was noted for their philanthropy. Herbert Fox and his brothers gave the city Fox 
Memorial Park in 1912 in memory of their parents and in 1929-30 they developed Beechwood golf course 
and donated it to the city. The original house was a large American Four-Square style home constructed 
in 1903. In 1925 a significant addition was made to the home, particularly to its south side, with details of 
the popular Prairie Style. 

1421 Indiana Avenue. Emmett Scott House, 1915. Arts & Crafts/Prairie, Contributing. Robert Spencer, 
architect. Jens Jensen, landscape architect. Photo 0008 
The house is two stories in height and also has a long front fa9ade. The walls are covered in stucco. 
Windows are leaded-glass casements with a small colored kite-like pane in the top of the window. The 
windows are framed by simple straight casings. The house has side gables with a fairly low-sloped gable 
roof; the roof is covered with red tiles. The front fa9ade of the house has its entry located just north of 
center on the main level. The entry has a shallow porch framed by columns supporting a stucco soffit 
over the porch and creating a base for a window bay on the second level. The entry door is wood with a 
full window. A small casement window is located on each side of the entry door. On each side of the 
porch is a group of three windows joined together. South of the south grouping of windows is another 
group of windows near the south end of the front fa9ade which form a sun porch. 

The second level of the house has a window bay above the porch with four windows in its front wall and a 
single window on its side walls. A pair of casement windows is located north of the window bay, centered 
with the group of windows on the first level. A group of three casement windows is located south of the 
window bay, and a pair of casement windows is located south of this group of windows, near the south 
end of the front fa9ade's second level. A small shed dormer is located on the roof's front fa9ade on each 
side of the window bay and entry. The dormers have small windows in their front walls. The south 
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gabled wall has vertical false timbers above a large group of windows forming the south wall of a second 
floor sleeping porch. 

The home was constructed for the Emmett Scott family in 1915 at a cost of $9000. Robert Spencer, a 
prote~e of Frank Lloyd Wright, designed the home which was featured in Country Homes Magazine in 
1924. 8 Jens Jensen prepared landscape drawings for Scott in 1922 (Jens Jensen, Maker of Natural 
Parks and Gardens, list of Indiana projects). It is indeterminate to what extent the landscape designed by 
Jensen is extant. Scott moved across the street to 1420 Indiana Avenue and oversaw a remodeling of 
that home. 

1417 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1925. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Probable architect was Charles 
Whitney Stevens. 

1411 Indiana Avenue. Jacob Wile House, 1861. Italianate, Contributing 
The large two story home is constructed with brick walls. The house has a tall hipped roof covered with 
asphalt shingles. Windows are predominantly 6/1 in their sash configuration and are paired together on 
the front fa9ade with a single stone lintel. The lintels have a flat pediment-shaped top. The front fayade 
is symmetrically arranged and has a front porch across the entire width of the first floor. The porch has 
square columns with chamfered corners and large, tapered capitals. The entry is centered on the first 
floor. It has side-lites on each side of the entry door and a transom above the door. The door is a six
panel wood door. A pair of windows is located on each side of the entry. They have paneled wood bases 
beneath each window. Three pairs of windows are located on the front fa9ade's second level. The wood 
cornice at the base of the roof has pairs of wood brackets supporting the eaves. A five-sided, single story 
window bay is located in the west half of the north wall. Each side of the bay has a small framed wood 
panel at its base and a narrow 6/1 window. Small decorative brackets support the window bay's eaves. 

Jacob Wile was a native of Bavaria, born in Germany in 1828. He came to the United States in 1847 and 
to LaPorte in 1852. He operated a mercantile business until 1857 when he established the Citizens 
Bank. He began a general loan and negotiations branch in 1877. Wile was the president of the Hebrew 
Congregation Society and a member of the Synagogue. 19 David Reeder purchased the home in 1899 
and operated his Home Health Club from it until he relocated the operation to Michigan Avenue in 1908. 

1405 Indiana Avenue. Guggenhime/Ballentine House, 1866/1871. Italianate/Greek Revival, 
Contributing 

1403 Indiana Avenue. George W. Allen House, c. 1860/c. 1915. Gable-front, Contributing 
The two and a half story gable-front home is under renovation. It has wood clapboard siding and an 
asphalt shingle roof. The house's entry door is located on the south side of the front fa9ade. The window 
configuration of the first and second floors on the front fa9ade are somewhat ambiguous, though it 
appears that the windows were grouped together in a single opening on each level, with one window 
directly above the door, on the second level. A single, narrow 1/1 wood window is centered in the gabled 
wall. Wood fascia and soffits exist on the roof eaves. The house is locally significant because it was the 
home of LaPorte's most prolific architect during the period the district developed. 

The house was originally constructed c. 1860 at 1401 Indiana. In 1894, Allen Chaney moved the house 
to its present location. Shortly after it was purchase by George W. Allen, who extensively 
remodeled/updated the house c. 1915. Allen lived in the house from 1895 until his death in 1950.20 

1401 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1890. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1311 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. Side-gabled, Contributing. Right in photo 0009 

18 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1997. Site #5 
19 Chapman, Pg. 666 
20 Stabosz, Tim 
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1309 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. Gable-front, Contributing. 
Governor Handley lived in this house for a period of time.21 

County and State 
Second from right in photo 0009 

1305 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Contributing. Second from left in photo 0009 

1301 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1865. Hall and Parlor, Contributing. Left in photo 0009 
The one and one-half story house has side-gables with vinyl siding on its walls. Its windows are 2/2 wood 
windows with simple pediment lintels topped with a cornice mold carved with incised scroll work on their 
faces. The front fac;ade has the entry door at its south end. The entry has a small shed porch roof 
supported by pilasters against the front wall and decorative metalwork at the outside front comers. The 
porch roof has a simple wood cornice. The entry door has a wood surround with a simple pediment over 
the door. The door is wood with a large window and has an exterior storm door. The remaining front 
fac;ade has two windows; one is just north of the small porch and the other is north of the center of the 
front fac;ade. The north and south facades are nearly identical with two windows on the first floor and two 
windows on the second floor. The roof is steeply pitched and is covered with asphalt shingles. A brick 
chimney is centered in the roof at the ridge. 

1211 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Contributing. 
1201 Indiana Avenue. Butterworth Mansion, c. 1870. Italianate, Contributing 
Benjamin Butterworth had the brick Italianate home designed for his family in about 1870. Butterworth 
operated a shoe store in LaPorte and married the daughter of one of LaPorte's earliest settlers, Colonel 
Place.22 

1129 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. American Four-Square, Contributing. Right in photo 0010 
1127 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. Craftsman, Contributing. Second from right in photo 00010 
1125 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Second from left in photo 0001 O 
1123 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Left in photo 0010 
1117 Indiana Avenue. Funeral Home, c. 1975. Contemporary, Non-contributing 
1113 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Non-Contributing 
1105 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1890. Gable-front, Contributing 
1103 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gable-front, Contributing 
1101 Indiana Avenue. House/Insurance Office, c. 1920. Bungalow, Non-Contributing 

1037 Indiana Avenue. Frank Osborn House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing. Right in photo 0012 
The house is a tall two and a half story brick house; its height is accentuated by a square tower on the 
north side of the front fac;ade and a rounded roof dormer/tower centered in the house's high hipped roof. 
The roof is covered in slate tiles. A front gable is located on the south half of the front fac;ade. Its first 
level is surrounded by a porch that curves around the north and south walls of the front gable. The porch 
has square columns with elliptical shaped capitals formed from the column shafts. These support the 
porch roof that has dentils at its eave line. The front fac;ade of the main level has a large picture window 
centered in the front gable. To the north of the picture window is the main entry door; it is a wood door 
with a full window. From the entry the front fac;ade steps back and the porch curves around the side to 
another entry door with a transom window above. The south portion of the wrap around porch is 
enclosed with windows and multi-pane transoms. 

The second level of the front fayade has a wide 1/1 wood window at its north end and a small wood 
window centered above the main entry door on the first level near the center of the fac;ade. The front 
gable has a balcony cut into the porch roof. The balcony has a small hipped roof that is supported with 
decorative metalwork. A wide wood balcony door and side-lites are centered on the front gable. A 
cornice extends across the base of the gabled wall and the eaves framing the gabled wall. The gabled 
wall is also brick and has a wide round arched window centered in it. The window is divided into multiple 

21 Stabosz, Tim 
22 LaPorte Herald-Argus, October 21, 2000, Przbyla, Daniel 

Section 7 page 19 

I 
t 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service I National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-001B 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District LaPorte County, IN 
Name of Property County and State 
small square panes by wood mullions. The eave line of the roof runs across the base of the tower on the 
north side of the front fac;:ade. The square tower has a pair of 1/1 wood windows centered on its front 
fac;:ade above the eave line. Brick corbels support the base of the roof cornice. The tower roof is a tall 
pyramidal form with a metal finial at its peak. A curved roof dormer is centered on the front fac;:ade at the 
top of the hipped roof. The dormer forms the shape of a curved tower or turret and has a large area of 
windows divided into small squares by wood mullions. The windows follow the curve of the dormer's wall. 
The front part of the roof of the turret is conical with the peak being the front part of a ridge that ties back 
into the main roof of the house. A large gable is also located on the south fac;:ade of the house. It 
features a large arched window opening centered on second level with a tall stone arch and four narrow 
arched windows in the attic level of the gabled wall. 

Frank Osborn was born in 1857 in Porter County, Indiana. He studied at the Northern Indiana Normal 
College in Valparaiso then attended law school at Michigan State University. He came to LaPorte in 1879 
and worked in the firm of Weir & Biddle prior to opening his office in 1882. He was described as a "very 
energetic, hard-working man, resourceful and successful, and as a lawyer he ranks among the best in the 
state. Above pettifogging or chicanery, he conducts his cases earnestly, honestly and skilfully." Osborn 
married Elizabeth Clark in 1882. In 1904 his residence was called one of the finest in LaPorte.23 

The home sits on the former location of the Hailmann Kindergarten School, constructed about 1885. Dr. 
Hailmann's house is directly east of the Osborn House and fronts Michigan Avenue. The Osborn and 
Hailmann houses share a carriage house constructed in the style of the Hailmann House. The carriage 
house fronts south to Osborn Street. 

1033 Indiana Avenue. Henry McGill House, 1863/1881. Queen Anne, Contributing. Remodeled by 
owner/carpenter Henry McGill in 1881. Second from right in photo 0012 
The two and a half story home is constructed in a gabled-ell form with its front gable on the north half of 
its front fac;:ade and the other gable facing south. The house is covered with wood siding with a wide 
band of wood shingles near the division of the first and second floors. Wood shingles are also located in 
the gabled walls. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A front porch is located over the southern 
third of the front gable and extending south over the remaining front fac;:ade. The porch has turned wood 
posts and scrolled brackets supporting the eaves of the porch roof. The balustrade is composed of 
turned wood spindles and a wood handrail. A wide set of steps lead to the porch on the north half of the 
porch. The entry door aligns with the porch steps. It has a full window and side-lites on each side of the 
door. A pair of 1/1 windows is located north of the entry, just north of center on the first floor of the front 
gable. A large picture window with an art glass transom is centered in the fac;:ade south of the entry. 

A pair of 1/1 windows is centered in the front gable's second floor. South of the pair of windows is a half 
round art glass window. The remaining front fac;:ade of the second floor, south of the front gable, has a 
three sided window bay directly above the picture window on the first floor. The bay's front wall is wider 
than its outer two walls. Each wall has a wood panel in its base and a 1/1 window. A cornice forms the 
eave line of the bay's roof and is tucked beneath the eave line of the main roof of the house. Another half 
round art glass window is located north of the bay. The front gable has pent roof enclosing the gabled 
wall with wood brackets supporting the pent roof. A 1/1 window is centered in the gabled wall. The south 
and north fac;:ades have a two story, three-sided window bay on their west side. A 1/1 window is located 
in each bay wall and the bay's roof has a cornice and fairly flat roof. 

Henry McGill was a local carpenter who purchased the house in 1881; at that time it was a farmhouse 
that had been constructed by Peter Mill in 1863. McGill renovated it into the Queen Anne styling featured 
on the house. The house was also associated with the Rumely family and at one time was the residence 

23 Daniels, Rev. E.D., pg 594 
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for a local inventor.24 McGill's carpentry work is maybe best exhibited in Dr. Hailmann's House at 1118 
Michigan Avenue. McGill's son David was mayor of LaPorte from 1914-1918.25 

1029 Indiana Avenue. A. J. Stahl House/Brick Carriage House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. 
Third from right in photo 0012 

1025 Indiana Avenue. House, 1848. Greek Revival, Contributing. Far left in photo 0012 
The one and a half story house has a simple gable-front form. Its walls are covered with wood shingles 
but its historic window trim and wide gable and cornice trim are intact. The house has an entry located 
just south of center on the front fa9ade. It has a pent roof covering a small concrete stoop and steps. 
The entry door and side-lite are aluminum and glass. The doorway has wood pilasters framing the 
opening. Windows are 1/1 wood windows with wood sills and casings. One window is located south of 
the entry and two windows are located north of the entry. A window is centered in the gable wall. The 
trim forming the eaves has the appearance of an entablature and the detail continues on the gable's roof 
line and includes cornice returns on the gable wall. Architect George W. Allen determined that this house 
was constructed in 1848 through research he conducted in 1930.26 

1021 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1910. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1017 Indiana Avenue. Ellis Michael House, 1870. Gabled-ell, Contributing 
1013 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1870/c. 1910. Gable-front, Contributing 
1009 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1009 Indiana Avenue (rear). Carriage House, c. 1895. Contributing 
1007 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1920. Bungalow, Contributing 

909-911 Indiana Avenue. First Presbyterian Church, 1862. Gable-front, Contributing 
The former church is two and a half stories tall and has a simple gable roof with its front gable facing 
Indiana Avenue. The front gable has a shorter and narrower gable, proportionate to the main front gable, 
centered on it. It is one and a half stories tall. Windows have a 1/1 sash configuration with stone sills and 
segmental brick arches. The roof is covered with faux slate tiles. Porches with a turned wood corner post 
are located on each side of the lower front gable, extending to the outside corners of the front fa9ade. 
The porches have spindle work and half posts framing the porch openings. There are two windows 
centered in the first floor of the smaller front gable. A pair of smaller windows is located together under 
the same brick arch, centered in the half story of the smaller front gable. A single window is located on 
the first floor of the front fa9ade, under the shelter of the porch roof, on each side of the smaller front 
gable. A window is directly above the first floor windows on the second floor. A pair of smaller windows 
is located together under the same brick arch, centered in the half story of the front gable. 

The Presbyterian congregation was first organized in LaPorte in 1832; their first building was finished in 
1837. The building was sold to satisfy loans in 1841, but was regained in 1842 at which time the building 
was dedicated. In 1862 the building described above was constructed. It partially burned in 1867, but 
was renovated and resumed use until a new Presbyterian church was constructed and this building was 
converted to residential use.27 

907 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne Cottage, Contributing 
903/905 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1890. Queen Anne, Non-contributing 
901 Indiana Avenue. House, c. 1865. Indeterminate, Non-contributing 

MICHIGAN AVENUE 

24 The Beacher Weekly Newspaper, "A Stroll Along the Avenues", Stodola, 
Barbara. Vol. 24, No. 9., pg. 2 
25 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1997. Site #2 
26 1976 Bicentennial Walking Tour of Old LaPorte 
27 Chapman C., pg. 621 
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1930 Michigan Avenue. Henry Stukart House, c. 1910. Bungalow, Contributing 
1926 Michigan Avenue. Jacob Levine House, 1929. Tudor Revival, Contributing 
1918 Michigan Avenue. House, 1948. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1914 Michigan Avenue. Lindgren House, 1928. English Cottage, Contributing 

1906 Michigan Avenue. A. H. Berger House, 1928. Colonial Revival, Contributing 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

The two and a half story house has walls constructed out of a blonde and orange brick blend with stone 
trim and a roof covered with green tiles. The house has a symmetrical front fac;ade and side gables. The 
windows are wood and have stone sills. The front facade's first floor has a center entry composed of a 
multi-paneled wood door and wood side-lites and transom. The door, side-lites, and transom have a 
decorative stone surround. A carved stone bracket is on each side of the entry; they support a pent roof 
that is covered with tiles. On each side of the entry, centered in the remaining front fa9ade's north and 
south sides, is a carved stone segmental arch surround for a grouping of three windows. The windows 
are arched with the stone surround and have multiple panes of glass. The front fac;ade's second floor has 
a pair of 8/1 windows over the two large window openings on the first floor. A smaller pair of windows 
with multiple panes of glass is centered in the second floor directly above the entry below. Three gabled 
roof dormers are spaced equally across the front fac;ade. They have pilasters at their outside corners and 
an 8/8 arched window on their front wall. A sunroom stands on the south side of the house. It also is 
brick with carved stone coping. A bank of four Craftsman style 3/2 windows is located on the east wall. 

1902 Michigan Avenue. 1925. Craftsman Bungalow, Contributing. Left in photo 0019 
The house is a one story gabled-ell form. Its walls are covered in wood shingles and it has stone 
masonry porch walls, piers, and a tapered chimney. Its windows are mostly Craftsman styled narrow 
pairs of 4/1 wood windows. The windows have wide wood trim boards. The large overhanging roof 
eaves have wide wood fascia boards; the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Wood braces support the 
eaves at building corners. The front fac;ade has a front gable on its north side and the remaining front 
fac;ade's roof has an extra wide overhang forming a porch roof. The porch is concrete with boulder stone 
walls with piers that are slightly taller than the walls at corners and flanking the porch steps. The front 
gable has three pairs of narrow 4/1 windows grouped together and centered on its wall. The entry door is 
located immediately south of the front gable. It is a wood door with windows in the top of it. Centered on 
the remaining front fac;ade, south of the entry door, is a group of three 4/1 windows. The south fac;ade of 
the house has a screened porch in its center with small gabled walls on each side. The east gabled wall 
has a stone chimney with a wide tapered base. 

1820 Michigan Avenue. Edward Stern House, 1928. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Right in photo 0019 
1818 Michigan Avenue. Orton & Myrtle Culver House, 1926. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing. 
Far right in photo 0019 
Culver was the manager, controller, and auditor for the Advance-Rumely Company. 28 

1814 Michigan Avenue. William Droberg House, c. 1880/1920. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1808 Michigan Avenue. J. Norman Woodington House, 1925. Bungalow, Contributing 
Left in photo 0020 
1806 Michigan Avenue. George Bunce House, c. 1910. American Four-Square, Non-Contributing. 
Second from left in photo 0020 
1804 Michigan Avenue. E. Krausgrill House, c. 1910. Bungalow, Contributing 
Third from left in photo 0020 
1802 Michigan Avenue. J. W. Goodall House, 1938. Bungalow, Contributing 
J. W. Goodall was the owner of Goodall & Sons, Contractors, which was a construction company. 

1712 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. Gable-front, Contributing 

28 LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission 1997 Tour Brochure 
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1710 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1708 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. Gabled-ell, Contributing 

1704 Michigan Avenue. Goodall House, 1941. Gable-front, Contributing 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

The house was originally constructed by Charles & Mary Goodall in 1941. A single story addition was 
created on the rear of the house and then the home was remodeled extensively in 1965. 

1702 Michigan Avenue. Tuesburg-Coddington House, 1904. Gable-front, Contributing. George W. Allen 
& Son, architect 
The house is two and a half stories tall with a main front gable and a slightly shorter front gable on the 
north side of its front fa9ade. The walls of the house are covered with new plank siding. The windows 
are mostly 1/1 wood windows with simple casings. The entry is located in the south side of the shorter 
front gable. It has a hipped porch roof covering the small stoop area. The door is a wood door with a full 
window. North of the door, and just north of center of the shorter front gable, is a window on the first 
floor. A slightly smaller window is located on the second floor in line with the window on the first floor. A 
small nearly square window is located above the porch roof. A small, narrow 1/1 window is located in the 
gabled wall of the shorter front gable. The main front gable has a large 1/1 window centered in on its first 
floor, south of the entry. The second floor has a 1/1 window with an arched panel above the window 
directly above the window on the first floor. A window divided into three panes of glass is located in the 
gabled wall of the main front gable. 

The house was constructed for C. Elmer Tuesburg and his wife Myra; it cost $2500 when constructed. 
Tuesburg's father was Charles Tuesburg, the head of Tuesburg Land Co. Elmer and Charles Tuesburg, 
as part of their land company, were the main figures behind the dredging and drainage of the Kankakee 
River/wetlands area. They owned over 4,500 acres at one time. The house sold to Elmer and Charlene 
Coddington in 1910. They lived at the house until 1921 when they moved to 1915 Indiana Avenue. 
Coddington was a partner in the Wilhelm & Coddington Hardware Store in LaPorte.29 

1622 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1935. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1620 Michigan Avenue. Salzwedel-Otis House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1606 Michigan Avenue. House, 1951. Ranch, Non-contributing 

1602 Michigan Avenue. Winn House, c. 1875. Italianate, Contributing 
The large two story and a half story home is designed with cross gables, a central, flat-decked hip roof, 
and walls of brick. The windows are mostly 1/1 wood windows with stone sills and either segmental or full 
brick arches. The eave line has a metal cornice with brackets. A gabled wall is located on the north half 
of the front fac;ade. This front gable has the most architectural details of the remaining walls. A 
rectangular three sided window bay is centered on the first floor. It has a brick base and recessed wood 
panels below its windows. A narrow window is located on the north and south walls of the bay and two 
larger windows are on the front wall of the bay. The bay roof is hipped and has a metal cornice at its 
eave line. Centered above the bay on the second floor is a single window with a shaped stone hood. A 
brick belt course with a middle course of corbels separates the second floor from the gabled attic wall. 
Above the stone hood over the second floor window is a brick panel with sawtooth-laid bricks creating 
the wall surface. Above the brick panel is a pair of small windows with full arches. To the south of the 
front gable is a narrow portion of the front fa9ade that has a wide entry opening centered on the first floor. 
The entry has a transom window and a wide segmental brick arch and a pair of ornately carved wood 
doors. Directly above the entry door is a tall wood window on the second floor. A porch was once 
located at the entry and its roof acted as a balcony for the second floor. 

The remaining front fa9ade's wall south of the entry is stepped back from the main fa9ade approximately 
six feet. It has a small window with a full brick arch on the first floor and a larger window with a full brick 

29 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2004. Pg. 4 
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arch on the second floor. A brick belt course with a middle course of corbels matching the detail of the 
front gable is at the top of the second floor's wall. The south fac;:ade's gabled wall has a porch with a 
hipped roof across its full width. 

Judge John Winn was the General Counsel for the Advance-Rumely factory, and a director of the 
company since 1908. Winn specialized in corporate law and practiced in Michigan and Wisconsin prior to 
moving to LaPorte. He was a government appeal agent during World War I, handling the appeals of 
individuals attempting to avoid the draft in the district. Winn's wife was a concert soprano whose 
compositions were played by John Phillip Sousa's band at the Chicago World's Fair in 1893.30 

1540 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1538 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1920. Craftsman/Tudor Revival, Contributing. Left in photo 0021 
1534 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1920. Craftsman, Contributing. Right in photo 0021 
1532 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. Prairie, Contributing. George W Allen & Son, architect. 

1530 Michigan Avenue. Hobart M. Cable, Sr. Residence, c. 1906. Colonial Revival, Contributing. 
George Allen & Son Architect. This two and a half story side gabled house appears much as it did when 
it was designed by the architect. Only one chimney is gone and the front porch appears to have been 
originally enclosed, according to an old photograph, but is now open. The carport and the brick gambrel 
roof garage are original to the house and property. 

Hobart M. Cable, Sr. was born in 1841 in New York. He married Estella Ells in 1869. In 1889 Cable 
established a piano manufacturing company with his brother Herman. Herman died in 1900 at which time 
Hobart established the Hobart M. Cable Company in LaPorte. The company produced 15,000 pianos 
and reed organs annually.31 

1528 Michigan Avenue. T. Foster Martin House, 1902. Queen Anne, Contributing. Left in photo 0017 
Dr. Frederick Rench, a dentist, originally constructed the home but he only lived at the house for two 
years. The house changed hands three times before being inherited by Aldyth Frederickson, a 
kindergarten teacher, who married T. Foster Martin in 1917. Together they made the house their 
residence. Martin was the son of William Martin and was a teller at the First National Bank in LaPorte. 
Martin opened the T. Foster Martin Appliance Store in downtown LaPorte in 1938 and continued the 
operation until 1975.32 

1526 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1920. Prairie, Contributing. Right in photo 0017 

1524 Michigan Avenue. William E. Taylor Jr. House, 1910. Craftsman Bungalow, Contributing 
William Taylor Jr. worked with in his father's business, Niles & Scott, a wheel manufacturing company for 
agricultural equipment. Taylor later formed an insurance business with his brother under the name Taylor 
& Taylor. 33 

1520 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1930. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1516 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. American Four-Square, Contributing 
1514 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. Craftsman, Contributing 
1512 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing 
1508 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Left in photo 0016 
1506 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. Craftsman Bungalow, Contributing. Center in photo 0016 

30 The Oldletter, March 2011, pgs. 2,6 
31 Leonard, J. pg. 101-102 
32 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2008. Pg. 12-14 
33 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2005. Pg. 6 
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1504 Michigan Avenue. Charles Lonn Residence, c. 1915. 
Allen & Son, architect. Right in photo 0016 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Spanish Eclectic, Contributing. George W. 

Little has changed on this small Spanish influenced cottage from Allen's original design. The veranda on 
the front has been enclosed and a porch at the front door has been altered. The house was the 
residence of Charles Lonn, one of the family owners of the Great Western Manufacturing Company, 
producer of the Crown Bicycle. Charles Lonn was the Vice-President and Treasurer of the Company, and 
Sales Director. It was said his "rare ability and untiring efforts has contributed to the development of the 
success enjoyed by the company."34 

1502 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1885. Gable-front, Contributing 
1412 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1915. Bungalow, Contributing 
1408 Michigan Avenue. K. M. Andrew House, c. 1905. Colonial Revival/American Four-Square, 
Contributing. Probable architect was Charles Whitney Stevens. 
1402 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1880. Queen Anne Cottage, Contributing 
1312 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. Craftsman, Contributing. Left in photo 0015 
1308 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1905. American Four-Square/Colonial Revival, Contributing. Right in 
photo 0015 
1306 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. American Four-Square, Contributing. Far right in photo 0015 
1302 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Gabled-ell, Contributing 

1228 Michigan Avenue. Sonneborn House, c. 1920. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
The house replaced a Victorian styled home constructed in 1857 by the Truesdell Family. Several 
architectural features including the front doors, fireplace, and stairway were salvaged during the 
demolition and reused when this home was constructed in c. 1920 on top of the original home's 
foundation. 35 

1226 Michigan Avenue. William Martin House, c. 1885. Queen AnneNictorian Gothic, Contributing 
The house is two and a half stories tall designed with cross gables and a large gable centered in the front 
facade. The walls have wood siding and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The windows are 
mostly 1/1 wood windows framed with pilasters with chamfered edges that support a simple hood. The 
front fac;ade has a large front gable in its center. The front gable has two windows on both its first and 
second floors; the first floor's windows are slightly taller than the second floor's. The front gable has a 
window centered in its gabled wall but it is partially obscured by a massive, ornamental truss with king 
post, lower diagonals and scroll cut-out panels between the truss members. The cross diagonal bracing 
is supported at the base of its outside corners by large wood braces with chamfered edges. To the north 
of the front gable is a porch on the first floor. It has simple square posts with chamfered edges, with 
braces supporting the roof. The entry door is centered in the wall south of the front gable; the door is a 
wood door with a full window. A window is centered on the second floor above the entry door. To the 
south of the front gable a group of three windows is centered in the remaining front fac;ade. They have 
multiple panes of glass and a transom window above each of the three windows. Above this group of 
windows is another group of three windows on the second floor. These windows also have multiple 
panes of glass and transoms over each window. A wood trim board is located just below the sill of this 
group of windows and continues across this portion of the front fac;ade. It forms a deep sill beneath the 
group of three windows on the second level, with small wood brackets supporting it. 

William Martin came to LaPorte in 1866 and married Rebecca Drummond in 1886. Martin was made 
Deputy County Treasurer in 1876 and held that position for eight years. He was then elected County 
Treasurer in 1882 and held that position for two years. After leaving public office he became the 
president of the LaPorte Gas & Electric Company, the Rochester Gas & Coke Company, Greencastle 

34 Dunn, Jacob P. Vol. 4, Pg. 1851 
35 LaPorte Herald-Argus, December 15, 1995. Provan, Sandra 
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Gas & Electric Company, and the John Hilt Lake Ice Company. 
National Bank and the State Bank of LaPorte.36 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Martin was also the director of the First 

1218 Michigan Avenue. Dr. Landon Rose House, 1854. Italianate, Contributing 
& Carriage House, c. 1865. Contributing. 
The house is two stories tall with a simple hipped roof and rather simple Italianate details. Its walls are 
brick. Its windows are 1/1 wood windows with stone sills and lintels. The roof has widely overhanging 
eaves supported by decorative wood modillions. The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The front 
fagade is divided into thirds with a window on the first and second floors in the south and middle third and 
the entry and a window in the north third. The first floor windows are taller than the second floor windows 
and have decorative metal railings around the bottom of the windows on the front fagade. The entry is 
slightly recessed and is framed with fluted pilasters that supported a cornice. The entry has a wood door 
with a window with multiple panes of glass, side-lites, and a transom window. The front fagade has a 
single story portion with a hipped roof north of the entry and main fagade. It has a single window 
centered in its front wall and the cornice above the entry continues onto the top of the wall at the eave 
line. 

A one and a half story brick carriage house is located at the back of the property. It has side gables 
facing north and south and a standing seamed metal roof. Its window openings have stone sills and 
segmental brick arches. It has a variety of wood windows including single sashes, 1/1, and 6/1 sash 
configurations. A large carriage door composed of vertical wood planks is located on the west wall. It 
has a hay mow door also composed of vertical wood planks above it in the upper level. The carriage 
door has a wide segmental brick arch above it. 

Dr. Rose, founder of the LaPorte Medical College, purchased the home from Ed Vail who constructed it in 
1854. It was assessed at $1600 at that time. The area in which the home was constructed was known 
as "Hail Columbia". 37 

1212 Michigan Avenue. Hallet & Dora Kessler House, 1893. Queen Anne, Contributing. 
Kessler and his father established the Kessler Furniture Store in downtown LaPorte in 1906. Hallet 
managed the store until 1937. He is credited with founding the Chamber of Commerce in 1915.38 

1206 Michigan Avenue. LaPorte Police Station, c. 1960. Contemporary, Non-contributing 

1200 Michigan Avenue. Pulaski King House/Charles Russell Residence, 1859/1903. Italianate, 
Contributing. George W. Allen & Son, architect (remodel) 
The large two story brick home was constructed in the Italianate style and remodeled in 1903 with a 
Classical two story front porch. Architect George Wood Allen designed the classical remodel. The roof is 
a low-sloped hipped roof with a square cupola at its peak. The cupola appears to have been partially 
covered by a roof remodel; however the top of it is exposed and has a cornice with decorative wood 
brackets. The front fagade is dominated by the two story porch with second floor balcony. The porch and 
balcony have a balustrade composed of wood spindles and handrail. The porch has four large fluted 
columns with square block capitals on its front wall that support a tall cornice. There are two fluted 
pilasters with Ionic columns supporting the back of the tall cornice where it meets the front wall of the 
house. The cornice has dentils and forms a continuous line from the porch roof to the main roof of the 
house at the eave line. The windows are 6/6 aluminum windows with transom windows. The windows 
have stone sills and simple pedimented hoods. A stone water table is near the division of the basement 
and first floor. 

36 Dunn, Jacob. Vol. 3, Pg. 1388 
37 LaPorte of Yesterday, 1978. LaPorte Historic Commission Brochure 
38 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2002. Pg. 20 
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The front wall of the house has two windows on the first and second floors of its north half. The south half 
of the front wall has a window at its south end on the first and second floors. Windows on the first floor 
where the porch is located have wood panels between the sills and porch floor with a recessed panel 
design. The entry is located just south of center on the front wall. The entry is framed with a wood 
surround with a paneled design. The entry has a non-historic aluminum and glass door and side-lite and 
a large wood panel above the door and side-lite in the transom area. A balcony door is on the second 
floor above the entry. A portion of the front fac;:ade steps back from the main wall approximately four feet 
at the south end of the fac;:ade. It is a narrow two story portion with a window centered in both the first 
and second floors. 

Pulaski King was born in New York in 1823; he came to Michigan City in LaPorte County in 1835. King 
formed a partnership with his brother in the dry goods business in LaPorte in 1852.39 A 1876 publication 
had an advertisement for P King as a dealer in dry goods and carpeting and called the business the 
"largest drygoods and carpet establishment in LaPorte County."40 

1118 Michigan Avenue. Dr. William Nicholas Hailmann House, c. 1885. Shingle style, Contributing 
& Carriage House, ca. 1885. Queen Anne, Contributing. Henry McGill, carpenter. Left in photo 0014 
The house is one and a half stories tall with a steeply pitched front gable. The house's walls are covered 
in wood fishscale shingles. The windows are mostly 1/1 wood windows with simple casings and window 
hoods. The roof has slightly flared eaves and virtually no overhang on its gabled wall. The roof is 
covered with asphalt shingles. The front fac;:ade has a porch on its north side with a tower forming a 
window bay above the porch on the second floor. The porch has wood shingled walls and thin columns, 
in groups of three at its corners, supporting the porch roof. The entry door is on the north end of the front 
gable which is partially covered by the porch. The south half of the front gable's first floor has a group of 
three 1/1 windows with a transom above each window. A wide line of shingles with a decorative bottom 
molding creates a band above the windows and forms a division line from the first floor and upper level. 
The band continues around the sides of the house at the top of the first floor walls just below the eave 
line. Above the band on the front gable the base of the gabled wall flares out, creating a narrow pent roof 
that continues around the base of the corner tower on the north corner of the house. Centered in.the 
front gable is a pair of windows. Near the peak of the front gable in the attic area is a narrow 1/1 wood 
window with a full arch top. The arch forms a horizontal line at its base that continues across the gabled 
wall. Above the line and arch the wood shingles have standard flat bottom edges. The tower creates a 
three sided window bay on the north corner of the house. Each side has a 1/1 window. The tower has 
flared roof eaves; the tower roof is bell-cast.. The peak of the roof is lower than the peak of the front 
gable. The house also has a projecting cross gable on the east half of its south fac;:ade. The dormer's 
side walls are curved. A tall narrow chimney is located on the east side of the gabled wall dormer. It has 
two clay chimney pots. 

An interesting feature on the property is a large two story carriage house that is shared with the property 
fronting Indiana Avenue. The carriage house fronts Osborne Street and is constructed in a cross gable 
form. It has side gables facing east and west and two front gables facing south (Osborne Street). The 
carriage house has narrow wood siding on its walls and fishscale shingles on its gabled walls. A single 
wood window with a pointed top is centered in each gabled wall. The west front gable has two aluminum 
garage doors. The east front gable has one aluminum garage door slightly east of the center of the 
gable. The base of the second level of the carriage house on the west front gable flares out slightly 
creating a narrow pent roof covering for the garage doors. The second floors of the front gables are 
mirrored with a hay mow door at the outside edges and a 1/1 wood window to the inside edge. The hay 
mow door is composed of vertical wood planks with cross bracing. An eight sided cupola is located at the 
ridge line where the east front gable and the east side gable cross. It has wood siding and a polygonal 
roof with a finial at its peak. 

39 Encyclopedia Americana, 1920, Vol. XIII 
40 Packard, J., pg. 5 

Section 7 page 27 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District LaPorte County, IN 
Name of Property County and State 
Dr. Nicholas Hailmann was born in 1836 in Switzerland and immigrated to the United States. Hailmann 
was a pioneer in public education by the introduction of the Kindergarten model to the United States. He 
became Superintendent of LaPorte County Schools in 1883. He and his wife, Eudora, established the 
first kindergarten classroom in Indiana behind their residence (the schoolhouse faced Indiana Avenue 
and was designed in a similar style to the residence). They also established an academy to train 
kindergarten instructors. He left LaPorte in 1894 to accept an appointment as National Superintendent of 
the Indian Schools in Washington, D. C. 

1114 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1885. Gabled-ell, Contributing. Center in photo 0014 
1112 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1885. Italianate, Contributing. Right in photo 0014 

1108 Michigan Avenue. Abram Sommerfield House, 1913. Craftsman/Colonial Revival, Contributing 
Far right in photo 0014 
Abram and Francine Sommerfield had the house constructed for themselves in 1913. Abram and his 
brother Charles were partners in a livery stable in LaPorte. Abram became the president of the LaPorte 
Theater Company in the mid 1920s. 41 

1106 Michigan Avenue. Apartment House, c. 1950. Contemporary, Non-contributing 
1014 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Gable-front, Contributing 

1008 Michigan Avenue. First Church of Christ Scientist, c. 1890/1920. Nee-Classical Revival/Colonial 
Revival, Contributing. George W Allen & Son, architect (1920 remodel). Left in photo 0013 
The former church building is a single story tall with a hipped roof and a pedimented entry portico. The 
building's walls are covered in wood shingles. The building's windows are 6/6 wood windows with art 
glass panes; simple wood casings surround the windows. There are eight equally spaced windows on 
the north and south fac;ades' main walls. The front fac;ade has a single window centered in its walls north 
and south of the entry portico. The outside corners of the front fac;ade have tapered pilasters with 
recessed panels on their sides. Pilasters are also located on the outside corners of the entry portico and 
frame the opening for the recessed entry of the portico. The space between the pilasters on the portico's 
corners and those framing the entry opening is walled and covered with shingles. A small 6/6 wood 
window is located on both the north and south facades of the portico. The entry is composed of a pair of 
wood doors with 15 panes of glass forming a window in each door. Above the doors is a wide elliptical 
fanlight transom window. The entry surround has simple pilasters and a wood bracket keystone at the 
top of the transom arch. The main pilasters support a wood entablature with dentils that forms a 
continuous line around the entire eave line of the building. A semi-circular fanlight is centered in the 
gabled wall of the pediment. 

The original building was constructed c. 1890 as a parish house for the congregation of St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church. The Episcopalians sold the building to Christ Scientists congregation in 1910. In 
1920, the original building was doubled in size and dramatically remodeled. It served as the First Church 
of Christ Scientist for 80 years and is now vacant. 

1006 Michigan Avenue. St. Paul's Episcopal Church Rectory, 1964. Contemporary, Non-contributing. 
Center in photo 0013 

1000 Michigan Avenue. St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 1895-1898. Gothic Revival, Contributing. Right in 
photo 0013 
The building is constructed in mostly rusticated stone with a front gable facing Michigan Avenue and a 
rear cross gable facing Harrison Street at the western end of its north fac;ade. The building is located on 
the corner and is part of a larger complex of buildings for the church. The main church building has a 
parish hall addition on its west side, constructed in 1955. The parish hall also has rusticated stone on its 
front wall that terminates at a parapet. The hall has metal windows and a small gabled entrance on its 

41 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 2001. Pg. 16 
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east side. The rectory (c. 1965, 708 Harrison) is located south of the church and is a two story brick 
house with side gables and the entrance facing a courtyard between the church and the rectory. A rear 
entrance to the church is located at the west end of the courtyard. The entrance has a gabled stone wall 
with a pair of wood doors and a tall pointed arch transom window. 

The main church building has a parapeted front gable with buttresses on its south corner. A stone cross 
is located on the peak of the gable. Two pairs of windows with tracery are centered in the front gable. 
They have stone sills and lintels. Above the pairs of windows is a large pointed arch window divided into 
four tall, narrow windows also with Gothic arches and tracery. The front gable has a short entry tower on 
its south corner. The tower has buttresses on its corners and a pointed arch entry on its front wall. The 
entry has a single wood door. The top of the tower wall is crenellated. The north corner of the front gable 
has a tall corner entry tower. The entry tower has stepped buttresses at each of its corners and a large 
pointed arch entry on its front wall. The entry has a pair of tall wood doors and a pointed arch transom 
window with tracery. Above the entry are two small 1/1 pointed arch windows. In the top of the tower is a 
wide pointed arch opening for the belfry on each of its four sides. The opening has louvers and stone 
tracery that forms three pointed arches. The top of the tower wall is crenellated with stone pinnacles on 
each corner. 

A c. 1955 parish hall addition was attached to the west wall of the church. The hall fronts Harrison Street 
and has a 706 Harrison Street address. It is not counted as a separate building. 

St. Paul's Episcopal congregation was organized in 1839. In 1845, the con~regation constructed a 
building on Michigan Avenue that continued in use through the late 1800s.4 

912 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1880. Gable-front, Contributing. Left in photo 0030 
910 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1880. Gable-front, Non-contributing. Second to left in photo 0030 
908 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1880. Gable-front, Contributing. Middle of photo 0030 
904 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing. Second to right in photo 0030 
902 Michigan Avenue. Bay Tree Inn, c. 1910. Tudor Revival, Contributing. Right in photo 0030 

MICHIGAN AVENUE 
East Side 

1919 Michigan Avenue. Welcome Short House, 1925. Bungalow, Contributing. 
The rear of the house is shown in photo 0018, third from the left side 
1915 Michigan Avenue. Helen Russell House, 1942. Gable-front, Contributing. Second from left in 
photo 0018 
1907 Michigan Avenue. Ernie Ribordy House, 1925. Bungalow, Contributing. Left in photo 0018 
1905 Michigan Avenue. C. H. Goodall House, 1939. Colonial Revival/Garrison type, Contributing 
1819 Michigan Avenue. Robert Wallace House, 1918. Prairie, Contributing 
1815 Michigan Avenue. AG. Tamlin House, 1939. Colonial Revival, Contributing 

1805 Michigan Avenue. Dorland House, 1873/c. 1930. Italianate/Colonial Revival, Contributing. 
Right in photo 0022 
The two story brick building was remodeled from an earlier brick home constructed by Aaron Henderson 
Miller in 1873; it was converted and used as a duplex during the 1920s. Evidence of its Italianate roots is 
seen on the south facade where a two story brick bay exhibits 1/1 windows with decorative stone lintels. 
The current building has a flat roof with a shaped front parapet with stone coping. Tile coping is located 
on the top of side parapet walls. The front facade appears to be new construction dating to the remodel. 
It has a large two story bay over the southern two-thirds of the main facade. The bay has a group of four 
4/1 wood windows centered in both its first and second floors. The groups of windows have a stone sill. 

42 Chapman, pg. 622 
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Between the groups of windows is a brick panel with a frame of brick soldiers and stone blocks at the 
corners. A diamond shaped stone is in the center of the brick panel. The bay has a flat roof with wide 
overhanging eaves. North of the bay is the entry door centered on the wall of the remaining portion of the 
front fac;ade. The door is a wood door with panels. An arched porch roof covers the entry stoop. It is 
supported by large wood brackets. A 6/1 wood window with a stone sill is located on the second floor 
above the entry door. The south fa9ade has a one story sun porch on its west side; it has a flat roof also. 
Its west wall has brick pilasters with stone caps. Segmental brick arches with keystones are located 
between the pilasters. The arches form large window openings for pairs of wood casement windows. 
Each window is divided into fifteen panes of glass. A transom window is located over each pair of 
windows. 

1801 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1970. Contemporary, Non-contributing. Second from right in photo 
0022 
1711 Michigan Avenue. John Wilk House, c. 1915. American Four-Square, Contributing. 
Second from left in photo 0022 
1709 Michigan Avenue. William Roy Boyd House, c. 1915. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing. Left in 
photo 0022 
1705 Michigan Avenue. House, 1963. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1703 Michigan Avenue. House, 1956. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1613 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1930. Dutch Colonial Revival, Contributing 

1603 Michigan Avenue. Ruth Sabin Home, 1888-1889. Queen Anne, Contributing. John Van Osdel, 
architect. Obadiah Evory, contractor. George W Allen & Son, architect (south addition). Photo 0023 
The building is two and a half story stories tall with a mansard roof. The windows are 1/1 wood windows 
with stone sills and brick jack arches. Brick corbels are located at the top of its walls just below the eave 
line. The roof's eaves have a slight flare and are terminated with a cornice. The building has a 
commanding presence on the block, though set back further from the street than other homes in the 
district. The building has a wide front fa9ade that was originally symmetrically arranged. The polygonal 
south addition breaks the original symmetry. The facade is divided into three sections. The north and 
south section have two windows in its basement level, first and second floors. The basement windows 
are small and positioned at grade. The first floor windows are slightly taller than the second floor 
windows. There are brick roof dormers aligned with the windows in the bays. The dormers have hipped 
roofs and small 1 /1 windows on their front walls. 

The center section is divided from the outside sections by wide brick pilasters that have two deeply 
recessed vertical panels. These denote locations where massive chimneys once pierced the eave line 
and continued above the roof. A three sided tower is centered in the center section; the tower's roof is 
polygonal and ties back into the main mansard roof. The tower has a pair of window doors and transom 
forming the entry on its front wall on the first floor. Each of the angled walls of the tower has a window 
with a wood panel base extending to the ground, and a transom window on the first floor. The second 
floor of the tower has a wide window on its front wall and a window in each of its angled walls. Below the 
wide window on the front wall is a carved building name block with "RUTH SABIN HOME 1888" on it. 
Below each window on the angled walls is a deeply recessed brick panel. The tower roof has a wall 
dormer with a hipped roof and a large 1/1 window in its front wall; this window was added after the 
building's original construction. To the south and north of the tower the center bay's walls have a small 
window on the first floor and a window on the second floor. A wall dormer with a hipped roof is aligned 
with the windows of the center bay, to each side of the tower. The wall dormers have 1/1 windows with 
stone sills. A wide hipped roof porch is located over the center section of the building. It has decorative 
metal supports and brackets. These took the place of pairs of large turned wood posts in about 1955. 
The porch was extended across the full width of the front fa9ade. 

A two story brick addition created c. 1920 is located on the south end of the building. It has a parapet 
wall with stone coping. Its windows are pairs of tall, narrow metal casement windows with a transom 
window over each pair. The windows have stone sills and brick jack arches. 
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Ruth Clark was born in Massachusetts in 1802. She married Sydney Sabin in New York in 1832. In 1870 
they came to LaPorte County and established a farm in Noble Township. Sydney Sabin died in 1886. 
Three years later Ruth Sabin constructed the home for herself and other widowed women at a cost of 
$25,000. She established a fund for $33,000 for the upkeep of the home. When it opened in 1889 Ruth 
and three other women occupied the 35 room home. It was soon filled. Ruth Sabin passed away at the 
home in 1894. 43 It continues to operate as a home for the elderly. 

1541 Michigan Avenue. House, 1988. Contemporary, Non-contributing 

1537 Michigan Avenue. Dr. David Reeder House/C. H. Paschall Residence, 1908. Craftsman/Tudor 
Revival, Contributing. George W. Allen & Son, architect. Photo 0024 
The house has varying roof lines with cross gables on its south half forming a two and a half story portion 
and a side gable at its north end with a long roof extension covering a front porch. This half of the house 
is one and a half stories tall. The house has small stone boulders covering its first floor walls and stucco 
and half-timbering on its upper level walls. The roof is covered with red clay tiles and its eaves have 
simple wood fascia boards. Windows are predominantly 1/1 wood windows with limestone lintels and sills 
on the first floor. 

The south half of the front fagade has a front gable and a terrace with low stone walls continuing from the 
covered porch across its width. Centered in the first floor of the front gable is a three sided window bay. 
The windows are Craftsman styled casement windows that are divided into small diamond patterns at 
their tops and bottoms by mullions. Two 1/1 windows are located on the second floor of the front gable 
and a single rectangular window is centered in the gabled wall of the attic. The north half of the front 
fagade is dominated by the long slope of the porch roof which is supported at its corners by stone piers. 
A wood entry door is positioned near the center of this north half. It has multiple panes of glass and a tall 
limestone lintel over the doorway. A pair of small casement windows is located to each side of the entry 
door. They also have multiple panes of glass divided by wood mullions. A large gabled roof dormer is 
centered above the porch. Its front wall is composed of large corner posts that frame a group of four 1/1 
windows. The gabled wall of the dormer has stucco and half-timbering with a small square window in its 
center. The dormer appears to be an early addition. An early photograph shows an open balcony in the 
location of the dormer. 

A large stone and stucco covered chimney is located on the west side of the north fagade. Another 
interesting architectural feature of the house is the two story semi-circular tower that acts as both a sun 
porch and sleeping porch on the east half of the south fagade. It has a stone base and a flat roof with 
wide overhanging eaves. Its first floor has a curved wall composed of a band of narrow casement 
windows. The division between the second floor and first floor is marked with a tall band of trim. The 
second floor has a low paneled wall following the curve and a band of narrow casement windows above 
the paneled wall. A tall frieze board is located between the tops of the band of windows and the eave. 
An early photograph shows the porches without windows, but they appear to have been enclosed very 
early. 

Dr. David H. Reeder was one of the early health practitioners in LaPorte. He was first associated with the 
Interlaken Sanitarium. He treated patients with mineral baths and opium cures and founded the Home 
Health Club in 1899. He was a Professor of Dietetics and Hygiene in the College of Medicine & Surgery 
of Chicago. He produced a number of books in the first part of the 20th century including a compiled Dr. 
Reeder's Practical Hygienic Lectures and Medicinal Plants of America series. The Library of Congress 
includes a copyright entry for "Dynamic Magnetism" found in the October 1906 issue of Woman's World 
magazine. Not everyone was a fan of Reeder. In the Journal of American Medical Association's 
Propaganda for Reform article they refer to Reeder as a "quack" and reference an arrest of Reeder by the 

43 Daniels, Rev. E.D. pg. 301-302 
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State of Illinois and subsequent fine of $25.00 for practicing medicine without a license in 1913.44 Reeder 
had the home constructed in 1908 and lived here until 1916 when he sold it to Charles Paschall. 

Charles H. Paschall founded C.H. Paschall & Company in about 1900. The company later became the 
American 3-Way Prism Company which produced a variety of products including prism glass, skylights, 
sidewalk lights, and transom systems for buildings. A 1906 Sweet's Catalog features the company 
stating that their main office and factory were located in LaPorte but with production facilities in Chicago 
and New York. The company acquired the American Luxfer Prism Company durin~ the 1920s. Paschall 
owned the house from 1916 until 1923 when it appears he sold it back to Reeder. 4 

1533 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1920. American Four-Square, Contributing 
1529 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1920. Prairie, Contributing 
1527 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Non-contributing 
1525 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Gabled-ell, Contributing 

1519 Michigan Avenue. Walter Fox House, 1917. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Shattuck & Hussey, 
architects. 
Walter Fox was one of the brothers who owned and operated Fox Woolen Mills in LaPorte. During World 
War II, the home was owned and occupied by Don Stevenson, who boarded men that were working at 
the Kingsbury Ordnance Plant.46 

1515 Michigan Avenue. Robert Fox House, 1918. Tudor Revival, Contributing 
1511 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1509 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1905. Queen Anne, Contributing. Right in photo 0025 
1505 Michigan Avenue. James Frederick Bradley House, 1925. Colonial Revival, Contributing. George 
W. Allen & Son, architect. Cook Brothers, contractors. Center of photo 0025 

1501 Michigan Avenue. Orran Fox House, 1894. Queen Anne, Contributing. Franklin Burnham, 
architect 
Left in photo 0025 
The house is two stories in height with a tall hipped roof. The walls are covered with narrow wood siding. 
The base of the first floor walls flare out slightly above the foundation. The house's windows are mostly 
wide 1/1 wood windows with simple wood casings. A wide frieze board follows the perimeter of the house 
at the top of the walls and forms the lintels of the second floor windows. The eave line is fairly simple and 
the roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The south half of the front fayade has a large three sided bay 
with angled side walls; the bay is two stories tall. It has a polygonal roof that ties back into the main roof 
of the house. Each wall of the bay has a 1/1 window on both the first and second floors. The north half of 
the front fayade has a large porch that wraps around the northwest corner of the house and continues on 
the west side of the north fayade. The porch has a balustrade composed of sections of wood spindles 
separated by short piers covered in wood siding. The piers form the bases of large round posts that 
support the porch roof. Wood trim frames the tops of the openings and curves down to meet the posts' 
caps. The entry door is located on the south side of the porch near the point where the two story bay's 
angled wall connects with the main fayade. The entry door is a wood door with a large window. 
Centered in the wall to the north of the entry door is a 1/1 window. The second floor above the porch has 
a narrow 1/1 window above the entry door and another 1/1 window centered in the wall north of the 
narrow window. 

A two story, three sided bay with angled side walls is also located on the east side of the south fayade. A 
two story semi-circular bay is located on the north fayade at the east end of the wrap around porch. Two 
tall brick chimneys are located on the house; one is near the southwest corner of the house and the other 

44 "Propaganda for Reform" JAMA, 2/27/1926. Pg.642 
45 1537 Michigan Avenue Abstract 
46 Candle-Light Tour of Homes, 1997. Site #6 

Section 7 page 32 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District LaPorte County, IN 
Name of Property County and State 
is on the rear of the house, near its center. Dormers with hipped roofs are located on the south, north 
and west sides of the house. The west dormer is centered on the front fagade. The dormers have 1/1 
wood windows centered in their front walls. The upper sash of the window is divided into a decorative 
pattern by wood mullions. 

Orran Fox was a railroad engineer and LaPorte City Councilman.47 

1411 Michigan Avenue. House, 1927. Craftsman, Contributing 
1407 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1910. Colonial Revival, Contributing. Far right in photo 0027 
1317 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1900. Queen Anne, Contributing. Right in photo 0027 
1315 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing. Second from right in photo 0027 

1311 Michigan Avenue. Edith Morrison House, c. 1895. Shingle Style, Contributing. The home was 
designed by Miss Edith Morrison, a sister to Frank Morrison, a local designer.48 

Third from right in photo 0027 
The house is one and a half stories tall. It first floor walls are covered with wood siding and its upper level 
walls are covered with wood shingles. The first floor walls flare out slightly at their base just above the 
foundation. The second floor walls also flare out slightly at their base with a row of fishscale shingles that 
divides the first and second floor levels. The house has side gables with two significant features 
composing its front fagade. There is a polygonal tower on the south corner of the front fagade. It has a 
polygonal roof with flared eaves and a bell-cast roof. The other significant feature of the front fagade is a 
front porch that extends to the north and creates a carport. The porch and carport each has a large full 
round arch opening in their front wall. The porch and carport have an upper level covered by the slope of 
the main roof that acts as an enclosed porch. 

The tower has 1/1 wood windows centered in each of its first and second floor walls. A tall band of 
fishscale wood shingles is located between the top of the second floor windows and the eaves of the 
tower roof. The entry door is centered with the full round arch opening of the porch wall. The door is a 
five panel wood door with a wood transom window above the door. A low brick wall forms a terrace wall 
in front of the porch wall. The upper level enclosed porch over the porch and carport has a row of four 
small wood windows over each arched opening below. The windows are deeply recessed with the 
shingled walls curving inward to them. Between each window is a narrow curved wall, also covered with 
shingles. The rows of windows have a single wood sill with ogee molding. The windows have a vertical 
mullion dividing it into halves and small mullions at the top creating a diamond pattern. A sun porch is 
located on the west end of the south fagade. The porch's roof forms a second story balcony; the 
balcony's walls are a continuation of the first floor's walls, but are covered in wood shingles. The west 
wall of the sun porch has three tall 2/6 wood windows. 

1303 Michigan Avenue. E. Julius Lonn House, c. 1890. Queen Anne, Contributing. Left in photo 0027 
The house is two and a half stories tall with a cross gabled roof. The walls of the house are covered with 
wood siding; its gabled walls have wood shingles that are laid in a pattern to create irregular waves. 
There are a variety of wood windows; they have simple wood casings. The roof has wide overhanging 
eaves supported by decorative wood brackets with a fan pattern carved into their sides. The eaves are 
flared and have a tall fascia board and cornice trim that create a pent roof framing the bottom of the 
gabled walls. The roof is covered in asphalt shingles. 

A porch is located across the entire width of the front fa9ade and extends north creating a carport. The 
porch walls are brick, laid in a Flemish bond with two alternating colors of brick. Simple Doric columns 
support the porch and carport roof. The porch roof is a low sloped hipped roof that becomes a side 
gabled roof as it extends over the carport. A wide gable in the porch roof marks the porch steps and 

47 Stabosz, Tim 
48 LaPorte Herald-Argus, August 22, 1957. Gross, Sally "Century Old Homes 
Still Stand Today" 
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entry centered on the front fa9ade. The entry is composed of a wood door with a large window and wide 
multi-paned side-lites. Wood pilasters with a paneled face frame the entry. A 1/1 window is south of the 
entry and a wood entry door is located near the south corner of the front fa9ade. The door has a large 
window. A grouping of three windows is centered in the wall north of the entry. It has a 1/1 window in the 
center and a narrow 1/1 on each side of the center window. 

The second floor of the front fa9ade has a sleeping porch in its south half with a row of eight narrow 
casement windows enclosing the porch. The wood windows are divided into four panes of glass. A 5/1 
window is centered on the second floor, above the entry. The top sash of the window has a square 
center pane of glass surrounded by rectangular panes in a pattern similar to a pinwheel. The north half of 
the second floor's front fa9ade has a three sided window bay. It is centered below the gabled wall and 
the bay's top is covered by the pent roof/overhanging eave of the main roof. The bay has a wide front 
wall with two 1/1 windows. The side walls of the bay are angled and have a single 1/1 window in each. 
The front two windows are separated by decorative wood panels with Maltese cross motifs. The bay's 
windows have a top sash configuration matching the top sash of the window centered on the second 
floor. 

The side gables and front gable have a triangular section in the top of the gable that is jettied. It creates a 
cover for a group of three small windows that extends across the full width of the gabled wall. The group 
of windows is also extended forward from the main face of the gabled wall. The group is supported by a 
tall ogee wood molding at the base. The group of windows has a wood cornice at its top that creates the 
bottom frame of the jetty. The center window is divided into nine square panes of glass with wood 
mullions. The outside two windows are divided into three rectangular panes of glass by wood mullions. 

Lonn was the President of the Great Western Manufacturing Company, manufacturer of Crown Bicycles, 
whose annual output, at one time, was 20,000 bicycles. The company began in 1897 as John Lonn 
(father of Julius and a Swedish immigrant to the United States) and Sons Company, and became Great 
Western in 1899. The company formed a merger in 1902 with two plants in Chicago and became the 
second largest producer of bicycles in the United States; the largest producer was actually a consortium 
of companies operating under a single name.49 The front cover of the April, 1915 issue of Bicycle News 
has an image of the LaPorte factory and the claim of 500 bicycle daily capacity. Lonn and his sons 
operated the company. 

1225 Michigan Avenue. First Methodist Episcopal Church, 1927. 20th Century Gothic Revival, 
Contributing. George W. Allen & Son, architect. Larson-Danielson Construction Company, contractor. 
Photo 0026 
The building is constructed out of smooth limestone and has a slate tile gabled roof. Most windows and 
doors have pointed arches, or pointed arched portals. The church portion of the building is located at the 
northeast corner of Michigan Avenue and Alexander Street. Its front fa9ade is dominated by a tall tower 
on its northwest corner. The entry portal is located in the center of the front gable. The entry is 
composed of a pair of wood doors; each door has three small pointed arch windows in its top. An art 
glass transom window is located over the pair of entry doors. Above the entry portal in the upper part of 
the front gable is a large pointed arch opening with four tall narrow windows. The windows have stone 
tracery that forms a clover-like foil at their tops. To each side of the entry portal and large upper level 
window is a wide buttress with tall chapel-like finials with blind cusped arches. The top of the front gable 
has a shaped parapet wall with recessed stone panels with triangular tops in the top of the gable. The 
narrow center panel extends above the peak and forms a pinnacle in the center of the gable. 

The tower has narrow buttresses on its corners that extend to above the belfry level of the tower. The 
tower's front wall has a small pair of rectangular windows centered on its main level and at about a mid
level point on the building. Two large windows are located in the tower's upper level, near the top of the 
large window on the front gable. These windows are framed on the north and south by the corner 

49 Dunn, Jacob P. Vol. 4, Pg. 1850 
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buttresses. The windows are divided into a pattern of pointed arches by stone tracery. Just above these 
windows are two tall pointed arch openings in the belfry; this is repeated on the sides of the tower. Each 
opening is divided into two narrow openings with trefoil tracery at the tops of the openings. More tracery 
divides the openings between the foils and the underside of the pointed arch. Stone louvers are located 
in the narrow openings of the belfry. Vertical stone trim extends above the belfry to the tower's 
crenellated parapet. Three stone pinnacles are located on the crenellations centered at the top of each 
tower's wall. 

The Alexander Street elevation has a small gabled projection at its west end and a tall cross gabled 
transept at its east end. These gabled walls also have stone buttressing and parapet walls. Main level 
windows have stone sills and flat lintels. Upper level windows have pointed arches and stone tracery. A 
courtyard is located on the north side of the church. A cross gable connects the back of the church to a 
large education wing on the north side of the courtyard. The education wing has a large front gable 
facing Michigan Avenue. The wing also has walls constructed with smooth limestone with a slate tiled 
roof. The front gable has a pair of rectangular windows centered in its main level and a large pointed 
arch opening above them in its upper level. The large window is situated between stone buttresses and 
has stone tracery. A narrow rectangular opening is located in near the top of the gable. 

The Methodist Church was organized in 1831 in LaPorte. In 1837, the congregation constructed their first 
building, which was also the first church building in the city. The second Methodist Church was 
constructed in 1850 and served the congregation until the completion of the current building.50 

1217 Michigan Avenue. Francis Morrison House, 1905. Colonial Revival, Contributing. National 
Register of Historic Places. Charles Whitney Stevens, architect. Photo 0028 
The house is two stories in height with a large hipped roof. The walls of the first floor are covered with 
wood siding. The walls of the second floor are covered with stucco framed by wood trim boards to create 
panels of stucco between windows. The windows are wood and are a variety of sash configurations. The 
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A porch is located across the entire width of the front fa9Sde. It has 
large rectangular piers covered in stucco that support the porch roof. Intricate scroll brackets are located 
on the piers and support the lintels over the porch openings. The balustrade between the piers is 
composed of wood spindles with a short pier dividing the balustrade into two sections. The entry is 
centered on the front fa9ade. It is composed of a wood door with wood side-lites. The side-lites have a 
wood panel in their base with a diamond design. A shallow three sided window bay with angled side 
walls is located on both the north and south sides of the entry. The south bay has 1/1 windows in each of 
its angled walls and a 3/1 window on its front wall. The north bay has three shorter 1 /1 windows in each 
of its walls. 

The front fa9ade of the second floor is symmetrically arranged. A three sided window bay with angled 
side walls is centered on the fa9ade. It has a framed stucco panel in the bottom of each bay wall and a 
pair of short casement windows with wide casings filling the remaining surface of each bay wall. A wide 
3/1 window is centered in the north and south sides of the second floor. A framed stucco panel is located 
on each side of the 3/1 windows. The framing has curved bracing in each corner which breaks the simple 
rectangularity of each panel. A tall entablature is at the top of the walls. The roof has wide overhanging 
eaves supported by large beams at each corner and on each side of the window bay. The beams are 
treated as extensions of the main entablature. A large, arched roof dormer is centered on the front 
fa9ade. It has wood siding at the base of its front wall and stucco covering its side walls. The front wall 
has a highly detailed wood Palladian window with pilasters and wood capitals dividing the windows, wood 
dentils, and a scroll keystone in the face of the wood arch of the center window. Each wood window is 
multi-paned. A tall, slender chimney is located near both the southwest and northeast corners of the 
house. The chimneys are brick, and have multi-faceted cross-sections. 

5° Chapman, C., pg. 620 
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A two story enclosed porch was added to the south wall of the house in about 1920. The porch has wood 
siding on its walls and rows of pairs of wood casement windows on both the first and second floors. A 
transom window is located over each pair of casements. The windows have extensive wood tracery. 
Corner posts with recessed panels frame the outside edge of each row of windows. A wood cornice is 
located at the top of the first floor rows windows and the cornice design from the main house is continued 
above the second floor rows of windows. The porch has a low sloped shed roof. 

Francis Morrison was born in LaPorte County in 1866 to Henry and Mary Morrison. Francis attended 
Earlham College and later the Maryland Military and Naval Academy. Francis and Maren Downing were 
married in Nebraska in 1891 and shortly after they returned to LaPorte. Morrison was heavily involved in 
the banking industry, particularly in the operation of the First National Bank.51 

1215 Michigan Avenue. House, 1953. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1211 Michigan Avenue. House, 1951. Ranch, Non-contributing 
1209 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1885. Queen AnneNictorian Gothic, Contributing 
1207 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 
1201 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1895. Queen Anne, Contributing 

1101 Michigan Avenue. St. Peters Catholic Church & Rectory, 1930. Lombard Romanesque Revival, 
Contributing. Photo 0029 
The building has a tall gable front with walls constructed out of brown brick and stone trim. The front 
fac;ade has towers of equal height (72') at each outside corner of the gable wall. The front fac;ade has a 
simple symmetrical design. The center of the front gable has an entry composed of three stone arch 
springs resting on columns with cushion capitals. The arches frame pairs of tall wood doors with art glass 
transoms above. The doors have multiple small square recessed panels. In the front fac;ade between the 
outside columns of the entry and the inside corners of the tower is a small arched art glass window with a 
stone sill. A stone belt course continues from the base of the arches across the fac;ade to the towers' 
walls. Below the belt course brick soldier belts alternate with belts of stretcher brick coursing, creating a 
rusticated base for the front gable and towers. Two narrow windows with art glass are centered in the 
main level of the towers' front walls. They have stone sills. Above the windows are two courses of brick 
soldiers followed by a course of bricks in diamond and circle patterns. 

Centered in the front gable well above the entry is an engaged colonnade of short stone columns on a 
stone base with a stone cornice. Stone corbels are located below each column supporting the base. The 
columns frame five small rectangular windows with art glass. A large stained glass rosette window with a 
wide surround composed of three courses of brick is just above the colonnade. A wide band of brick 
framed by rowlocks extends from each side of the rosette window to the towers' walls. Above the band 
the brick coursing is broken into vertical sections by stacked courses of brick. The stacked courses of 
brick form an arched blind arcade over half-round stone tympanum panels near the top of the gable. The 
top of the gable wall has a parapet composed of alternating courses of brick soldiers and rowlocks. The 
peak has a carved stone pinnacle base. 

In each tower's front wall is a stone belt course nearly in line with the bottom of the colonnade on the front 
gable wall. The belt course has an arched window below it. The window has art glass with a stone sill. 
The belt course steps up above the window and becomes the base for the tower's corner brick pilasters. 
The pilasters continue to the top of the tower and have stone caps. They frame a recessed brick panel 
with brick corbel arcade at its top. The top of the tower's walls have stone coping. Tall pyramidal roofs 
covered with metal crown the towers. A metal cross is at the peak of each roof. 

The flanks of the church have one story aisles flush with the towers. A tall clerestory with one arched 
window per bay projects above the aisle roof. 

51 Candle-Light Tour of Homes Brochure, 2007. Pg. 11 
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A rectory is located on the back (east side) of the church. The rectory, c. 1940, has walls composed of 
bricks and its roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The rectory is constructed in a T-plan with a one
story additions on its front (east) wall. 

The history of the Catholic Church in LaPorte began with the construction of its first building in 1853/1854. 
The present church was constructed in 1930 after the establishment of a school. The school was 
constructed on the east side of the church's property; it was designed by George W Allen & Son, 
architect. The church was dedicated on Thanksgiving Day, 1930. The original church was demolished in 
1931 to provide room for a playground for the school. 

St. Peters School, 1922. Neoclassical Revival/Craftsman, Contributing. The building faces Monroe 
Street and its address is 1104 E Street Highway. The building is one-story and its walls are composed of 
bricks. Its roof is covered with clay tiles. The building fa9ade is symmetrical. It has a front gable-center 
bay with a parapet. The center bay contains an entry portico with two pairs of metal doors. 

1011 Michigan Avenue. Office Building, c. 2000. Contemporary, Non-contributing 
1005 Michigan Avenue. House, 1895. Colonial Revival, Contributing 
1001 Michigan Avenue. House, c. 1885. Queen Anne, Contributing 
907 Michigan Avenue. Trinity Lutheran Church, 1868/1957. Contemporary, Non-contributing. 
903 Michigan Avenue. YMCA Building, c. 1910. Colonial Revival, Contributing 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing.) 

□ 
□ 
0 

□ 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 
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Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

D A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

D B. Removed from its original location 

D C. A birthplace or grave 

D D. A cemetery 

D E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

D F. A commemorative property 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

D G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1848-1948 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person (last name, first name) 
(Complete only if Criterion Bis marked above.) 
Allen, George Wood 
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Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder (last name, first name) 
Allen, George Wood (& Son) 
Stevens, Charles Whitney 
McGill, Henry 
Burnham, Franklin 
Van Osdel, John 
Spencer, Robert 
Parker, Wilson B. 
Shattuck & Hussey 

Period of Significance (justification) 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

The period of significance is a one hundred year period that begins in 1848 with the construction of the 
first contributing resource in the district and ends in 1948 with the construction of the final contributing 
resource in the district. 

Criteria Considerations ( explanation, if necessary) 

Not applicable 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.) 

The Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District derives its primary significance from the architecture 
of the district under criterion C. The district contains some of the best examples of architectural styles 
during the period of significance within the City of LaPorte. Styles range from early Gothic and Greek 
Revival examples to Italianate and impressive Queen Anne styles, and include later Tudor Revival and 
impressive Colonial Revival examples. The styles show not only a range of impressive architecture, but 
also the development of the city over a period of time, during its sustained industry-based prosperity. 
Indiana and Michigan Avenues could be characterized as LaPorte's most prominent residential streets of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It remained so for decades, despite shifts in architectural 
expression. 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.) 
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ARCHITECTURE 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Some of the finest examples of residential and public architecture in LaPorte are found in the Indiana and 
Michigan Avenues Historic District. Churches and other public buildings in the district display a variety of 
styles including Greek Revival, Second Gothic Revival, Romanesque Revival, Queen Anne, and the Neo
Classical Revival style applied to the city's Carnegie Library. Residential architectural styles also are 
found in a wide variety of mid-19th century styles through mid-20th century styles. The Queen Anne, 
Colonial Revival, and Bungalow/Craftsman styles together comprise about half of the buildings found in 
the district; each style is about equally represented. Other styles represented in large numbers in the 
district include the Tudor Revival style combined with the English Cottage form, the Italianate style, Free 
Classic style, and the Prairie style. Simple gable-front and American Four-Square designed homes are 
also found in significant numbers in the district. As would be expected, many of the earliest styles are 
found near the north end of the district, closest to the center of the city. As the period during which larger 
homes were constructed came to a close, smaller, later examples of parent forms emerged such as the 
English Cottage and Colonial Revival Cottage forms; these developed toward the south end of the district 
as the city expanded outward. 

Representative Styles in the Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District: 

MID-19TH CENTURY 
The Greek and Gothic Revival styles represent the earliest surviving styles in the district, which includes 
only five buildings. Houses at 1116 and 1008 Indiana Avenue represent the Gothic Revival style while a 
house converted to an office at 1025 Indiana Avenue, a house at 1405 Indiana, and a former church 
building located at 1008 Michigan Avenue represent the Greek Revival style. 

Greek Revival 
The house that was converted to an office at 1025 Indiana Avenue is an example of the Greek Revival 
style applied to a one and a half story gable front cottage. The house has appealing proportions with a 
lower sloped roof line. The most identifying mark of the style is the wide gable and cornice trim, with 
cornice returns on the gable face. The house also has wood pilasters framing the entry door. A home at 
1405 Indiana Avenue has an impressive Greek Revival open front portico with two-story tall Doric 
columns that support a full pediment. 

The former church building located at 1008 Michigan Avenue (left in photo 0013) is a more elaborate 
example of the style. It has a wide cornice band with dentil molding around the base of its hipped roof 
and a pedimented partially enclosed entry on its front fa9ade. Large tapered square pilasters are located 
on the front corners of the main building and frame the pedimented portico. The house at 1025 Indiana 
Avenue was constructed in 1848 and is the oldest building in the district. The church was constructed c. 
1895 and was enlarged and remodeled with a Colonial Revival portico in 1920. 

Greek Revival was the dominant style of American domestic architecture between about 1830-1850 
during which its popularity led it to be called the "National Style". The style was particularly common in 
areas of rapid development during the 1830s-1850s. There was increasing interest in classical buildings 
to the United States at the close of the 18th century thanks to archaeological investigations of Roman and 
earlier Greek ruins. Two factors enhanced the Greek influence in the United States: the Grecian war for 
independence during the 1820s and 1830s and the American War of 1812. The Grecian war found 
sympathetic citizens in the United States and our war with the British in 1812 lessened the interest in 
British architecture. 52 The Greek Revival style seemed only appropriate for a nation undergoing a new· 
experiment in governing, democracy, that had philosophical roots based on Grecian models of governing. 

52 McAlester, pg. 182 
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Features of the Greek Revival style are treatments near roof lines of porches and the main house 
mimicking the classically ordered entablature with trim boards creating the architrave, frieze, and cornice. 
These are usually visually supported by corner pilasters or physically supported by simplified Doric 
columns on porches. The cornice detail may or may not return across the face of the gabled ends. 
Where the cornice returns across its entire face it creates a triangular pediment; often a broken cornice 
return is located on the gable end suggesting the pediment but not fully articulating it. The most common 
window surround in Greek Revival is a simple flat hood with a piece of trim at its top implying a narrow 
cornice. Small pediments and hoods with "ears" are also common. These features were used for door 
surrounds as well. Doors frequently had side lites and/or transom windows and were typically centered 
on the front fac;:ade. Door and window openings were also typically symmetrically arranged. Windows 
were commonly some configuration of double-hung windows with multiple panes in their sashes. 

Gothic Revival 
The house at 1008 Indiana Avenue is a simple example of the Gothic Revival style applied to a gable
front 1 ½ story wood framed house. The most identifying mark of the style is found its upper level's front 
fac;:ade where two pointed-arch windows are paired together under a drip mold. The example found at 
1116 Indiana Avenue (third from left side in photo 0011) is a gabled-ell, 2 story brick house with 
decorative vergeboards with a finial on the front gable. A lancet window is centered in the attic of the 
front fac;:ade. The homes were constructed in 1850 and c. 1865. 

The Gothic Revival style was popularized by Alexander Jackson Davis in his 1837 book, Rural 
Residences, the first American plan book. The style had larger appeal when Davis's friend, Andrew 
Jackson Downing created two pattern books in 1842 (Country Cottages) and 1850 (The Architecture of 
Country Houses).53 The Gothic Revival style was popular between about 1840 and 1870, but still not as 
common as the Italianate and Greek Revival styles. Its roots can be traced to England where medieval 
stylistic features had begun to be used as early as 1749 (Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, by Horace 
Walpole). 

LA TE VICTORIAN 
This period of architecture is represented by approximately a quarter of the buildings found in the district; 
the style with the highest number of examples is the Queen Anne with over forty examples. Other styles 
of this period found in the district are Italianate, which represents some of the oldest buildings of the 
district, the Shingle Style, Romanesque Revival and Second Gothic Revival styles. Congregations chose 
the latter two for three church buildings in the district. This period also exhibits the burgeoning prosperity 
found in the City of LaPorte as more elaborate homes began to replace cottages. 

Italianate 
The Italianate style can be found in approximately a dozen examples in the district which range in 
complexity from the simple wood-frame, gable-front Swan Anderson House (1020 Indiana Avenue-right 
side of photo 0004), constructed in 1870, to the more elaborate brick examples like the Pulaski King 
House (1200 Michigan Avenue, constructed in 1859) and the house at 1602 Michigan Avenue (c. 1875). 
The Sayles House (1857) was relocated to 1821 Indiana Avenue from a location nearer the center of the 
city; it is a double-pile form constructed out of wood. The popularity of the style in the district declined by 
the early 1880s as the Queen Anne style came into fashion. Architectural features indicative of the 
Italianate style represented in the district include either single or pairs of wood brackets that support 
widely overhanging eaves, porches with wood posts and decorative bracketing between the posts, and 
arched windows or window hoods. 

The Italianate style was popular between 1850 and 1880, particularly in Midwestern towns where the 
expansion of railroads brought wealth to communities and created the building boom of the period. The 
style traces its roots to England as part of the Picturesque movement; the movement rejected formal 

u McAlester, pg. 200 
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classical ideas of art and architecture that were popular for 200 years.54 The Picturesque movement 
emphasized rambling, informal Italian farmhouses but Americans often modified and embellished English 
prototypes into a truly Americanized style.55 Scholars believe the first Italianate house in the United 
States was constructed in the late 1830s. The style was popularized by house pattern books, such as 
those by Andrew Jackson Downing during the middle part of the 1800s but its po~ularity be~an to wane 
as it began to be replaced by the Queen Anne style in the last decades of the 1 gt century. 5 

Queen Anne 
Some of the largest and most elaborate homes in the district were constructed in the Queen Anne style. 
The style is also the most prolific style used in the district exceeding the next most used style, the 
Colonial Revival, by approximately seven examples. The oldest known example of the style in the district 
is a small wood cottage constructed in about 1880, located at 1402 Michigan Avenue. The style was 
most popular between about 1890 and 1900 and several are adjacent. Such is the case at 1201, 1207, 
and 1209 Michigan Avenue, 1303, 1315, and 1317 Michigan Avenue (seen in photo 0027), and 1029, 
1033, and 1037 Indiana Avenue (photo 0012). The style was applied to the large Ruth Sabin Home for 
women (1603 Michigan Avenue, photo 0023) when it was constructed between 1888 and 1889. Several 
Queen Anne homes in the district have carriage houses embellished with Queen Anne elements. An 
example is found on the north side of Osborn Street between Indiana and Michigan Avenues. Some of 
the more elaborate examples of the style are found at 1037 Indiana Avenue (right in photo 0012), a tall 2 
½ story brick house with a square tower, and at 1402 Indiana Avenue, a brick house with a round three 
story shingled turret. 1226 Michigan Avenue is a rambling two story example constructed in wood and 
1315 Michigan Avenue (second from right in photo 0027), a wood frame house, has a narrow corner 
turret with ans-shaped conical roof. While there are several examples of the style constructed out of 
brick, most are of wood clapboard or shingle siding. Most feature large wrap-around porches and 
asymmetrically arranged facades. The style waned in popularity after 1900 as a shift began toward the 
bungalow and on the one hand and the period revival on the other. 

The Queen Anne style was popular between 1880 and 1910; it was named and popularized by a group of 
19th century English architects led by Richard Norman Shaw. The historical precedents used had little to 
do with the Renaissance style popular during Queen Anne's reign; rather they borrowed from late 
medieval examples of the proceeding Elizabethan and Jacobean era. Half-timbering and patterned 
brickwork found in the Queen Anne style in the United States most closely follow the work of Shaw and 
his colleagues in England. The spindlework and free classic subtypes are American interpretations and 
became the most dominant form of the style in the United States. Pre-cut architectural details from lumber 
mills were made readily available by the increasing use of railroads which transported the products to 
growing towns. As free classic adaptations were made to the Queen Anne style, they increased in 
popularity and the transition to Colonial Revival and other competing styles occurred with ease.57 

Shingle Style 
Also found in the district is a style uncommon in the Midwest, the Shingle Style. There are three 
examples of the style located at 1118 Michigan Avenue (Dr. Hailmann House-left in photo 0014), a house 
at 1311 Michigan Avenue (second from left in photo 0027), and a house at 1002 Indiana Avenue. The 
Hailmann House was constructed about 1880 and features a polygonal-sided two story entry/window bay 
and a polygonal dormer. As the style suggests, the Hailman House is covered with wood shingles. The 
example at 1311 Michigan Avenue features a large two story turret on the southwest corner of the house 
and wide open arches that form a porch and carport on the front of the house; the second story is 
covered with wood shingles. The example at 1002 Indiana Avenue dates to about 1885; it has shingles 
covering its secorid story and polygonal two story bay on it south fa9ade. The shingles in its attic gable 
have been covered. 

54 McAlester, pg. 212 
55 McAlester, pg. 212 
56 McAlester, pg. 213 
57 McAlester, pg. 268 
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The Shingle style was an adaptation of several styles including the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and 
Richardsonian Romanesque. Architects active in the northeast states developed the style. Many early 
examples were associated with seaside settings. Formal window configurations and gambrel roofs were 
borrowed from the Colonial Revival, while porches and spindlework were borrowed from the Queen 
Anne. 58 Overall massing, including the use of wide arched openings, was borrowed from the 
Richardsonian Romanesque, which typically executed arches in stone rather than wood like the Shingle 
style did. 

Romanesque Revival 
St. Peter's Catholic Church (photo 0029) was constructed in 1930 in the Lombard Romanesque Revival 
style. The large brick building features an austere front fayade with towers flanking the entrance to the 
Latin cross-plan sanctuary. A group of three arch springs form entries centered on the front fayade and a 
large stained glass rose window is centered high on the fayade. Unlike Victorian-era Romanesque 
Revival churches the architect clearly took inspiration from Italian-Lombard Romanesque buildings. It is 
the only example of the style found in the district. 

Second Gothic Revival 
This style was applied to two churches constructed in the district: the First United Methodist Church 
(photo 0026), constructed in 1927, and St. Paul's Episcopal Church, constructed in 1895-1898 (seen at 
far right in photo 0013); these are separated by a few blocks on Michigan Avenue and are on opposite 
sides of the street. St. Paul's Church is a smaller example of the style constructed out of rough-cut 
limestone and includes a corner entry tower. Its designer had a more Victorian outlook than that of the 
later Methodist Church. The Methodist church is a larger example of the style that was more influenced 
by Tudor architecture; it includes a large corner tower, but its entrance is centered in its front wall. It is 
constructed in a smooth-cut limestone. Both have pointed Gothic arches, crenellations, and other Gothic 
details. 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS 
This later period of architecture is represented by approximately a quarter of the buildings found in the 
district. The most prevalent of the styles of this period is the Colonial Revival and includes subsets such 
as Dutch Colonial Revival and Cape Cod. Another popular style of this period used in the district is the 
Tudor Revival style and the English Cottage form, represented in fifteen examples. The Neo-Classical 
Revival style is represented in one example, the LaPorte Carnegie Library at the north end of the district, 
and the Spanish Revival style is represented in two small homes. 

Colonial Revival, including Dutch Colonial Revival and Cape Cod 
The Colonial Revival style is represented in the district by about thirty examples of typical Colonial Revival 
detailing and nine examples of the Dutch Colonial Revival form. The basic Colonial Revival examples are 
predominantly two story side gabled homes with the primary part of their front facades symmetrically 
arranged. Excellent examples of this are located side-by-side at 1611 and 1615 Indiana Avenue (photo 
0007). Both are very similarly constructed though 1611 is brick while 1615 is covered with wood siding. 
Both have single story sun porch additions on their south sides, windows with multiple glass panes in 
their top sashes over a single pane of glass in their bottom sashes, gabled entry covers, and cornices that 
return onto the gabled sides. More elaborate versions of the Colonial Revival style stand at 1417, 1508, 
and 1600 Indiana Avenue. Each of these examples has brick walls and limestone keystones above their 
window openings. The examples at 1417 and 1508 Indiana Avenue have hipped roofs; the latter also has 
modillions around the cornice line of its roof and an elaborate half-round limestone entry porch. Another 
fine example is the Ingersoll House at 1202 Indiana Avenue (photo 0003). The house has stucco 
covered walls and an elaborate half-round entry porch with a balcony roof supported by a series of Ionic 
columns. The style also has some interesting variants in the district including its application on simple 

58 McAlester, pg. 290 
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one and a half story cottages (1509 Indiana Avenue), more contemporary gable-front homes that are 
nearly identical (1704 and 1915 Michigan Avenue; 1915 is shown second from left in photo 0018), and 
asymmetrical designs at 1505 and 1815 Michigan Avenue (1505 is shown in the center of photo 0025). 
There are also more modest versions of the asymmetrical design; one is located at 1620 Michigan 
Avenue. 

The Dutch Colonial Revival examples all display the stylistic gambrel roofs with side gables and wall 
dormers on their front facades. Most of the examples have symmetrically arrange front facades with 
center entries, but there are also two examples of the style with the entry door positioned to the right side 
of the front far;ade (1712 and 1717 Indiana Avenue; 1717 is shown second from left in photo 0006). 
Good examples of the style are located at 1613 and 1818 Michigan Avenue, both with wood siding, and 
at 1719 Indiana Avenue (third from left in photo 0006), which has brick walls. There are two examples of 
the Cape Cod style, one at 1601 Indiana Avenue and the other at the southern boundary of the district at 
2021 Indiana Avenue. Both were constructed between in about 1930 with side gables and centered front 
doors. The example at 1601 Indiana Avenue has dormers on its front far;ade. 

The Colonial Revival style gained popularity after the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 
where it was heralded as an expression of the American identity. The style became increasingly popular 
in the early 1900's and remained a desired style through the first half of the twentieth century. This 
revival of the style borrowed from Colonial America's housing in form and ornamentation. 

Neo-Classical Revival 
The LaPorte Carnegie Library is the district's sole example of a building constructed in the Neo-Classical 
style. The library was constructed in 1920 and while it is not an overly elaborate example of the style, it 
does have well-articulated architectural features that include a pedimented entry with Ionic columns, 
modillions supporting the cornice of the roof line, and arched windows. The building has a stately 
appearance to it, accentuated by its raised main level on a stone base and its symmetrical front far;ade. 

The Nee-classical style emerged at the turn of the new century and continued into the 1930's in American 
cities. Several events and trends fed the movement toward Classicism. Planners of the World's 
Columbian Exposition of 1893 embraced Classicism for most of the fair's major buildings. The Federal 
government adopted Classicism for its expanding number of courthouses and post offices, beginning in 
the 1890's. The style lent itself well to defining a period of explosive wealth due to its formality, scale and 
sense of permanence. While the style began with fairly limited detail or classical ornamentation, by the 
late 191 O's and into the 1920's, as a robust American economy permitted, the style was being executed 
with greater attention to classical styling. 

Tudor Revival, including English Cottage 
The Tudor Revival style is also well represented in the district and is found in nine examples. Most of the 
examples have stucco and half timbering or all-stucco covered walls. Good examples of the style are 
found at 1537 Michigan Avenue (photo 0024) and 1515 Michigan Avenue (both were constructed 
between about 1905 and 1915). The former has walls covered with stone on its main level and a two 
story half-round window bay on it southeast corner. The example at 1537, which shows some Craftsman 
style influence, has its main level walls of brick and a carport off its north far;ade. 1515 Indiana Avenue 
and 1515 Michigan Avenue are very similarly constructed as gabled-ell forms; each has walls entirely 
covered with stucco but the Indiana Avenue example has half-timbering. These were constructed in 
about 1925. An elaborate Tudor Revival style cottage is located at 1926 Michigan Avenue. It was 
constructed about 1925 as a one and a half story home with half timbering in its front gabled wall. 

The small house movement of the interwar era shaped neighborhoods in large cities, but it was also felt in 
county seat towns in Indiana, like LaPorte. A form of the Tudor Revival style, the English Cottage style, is 
also found in six examples of small houses in the district. Two of these cottages are constructed next to 
each other at 1903 and 1905 Indiana Avenue (photo 0005). They have large brick chimneys on their front 
far;ades and gabled entries with deep-set door surrounds. One of the more unusual cottages is found at 
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1817 Indiana Avenue; its walls are constructed of large split granite stones and its gabled side walls have 
wood shingles. A large stone chimney is located on a front gabled wall to the left of the entry door. It has 
an aged and romantic appearance. Another fine example is located at 1914 Michigan Avenue. The one 
and one half story home was constructed in 1928; its walls are brick with a unique diamond outline 
pattern of darker brick. The house has side gables, but also a large front gable that has a tapered 
chimney and an arched entry beneath a gabled porch roof. 

The Tudor Revival style more closely follows Medieval English prototypes than architectural 
characteristics of the early 16th century Tudor period in England. Typical features of the style include 
steeply pitched roofs, multiple front gables, stucco and the use of half-timbering in the stucco walls. The 
style was popular in the United States during the 1920s and 1930s.59 

Spanish Revival 
The Spanish Revival style is found on two small homes in the district. They are located at 2015 Indiana 
Avenue and 1504 Michigan Avenue (seen at right in photo 0016) and were constructed by brothers. Both 
homes have walls covered with stucco and shaped parapets reminiscent of early Spanish missions. The 
Indiana Avenue example is slightly larger with two front parapets and a center entry door; its roof is also 
covered with curved tiles. The Michigan Avenue example has a single front parapet and includes a front 
porch that was enclosed but retains arched openings for windows. The Spanish influence in architecture 
likely developed from adaptations of the Mission style. Popular magazines and builder's pattern books 
also included Mission-influenced house designs. After the Panama-California Exposition held in San 
Diego in 1915, more elaborate and precise attention to Spanish Colonial architecture began to develop. 
The exposition was developed by Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue who had authored a study of Spanish 
Colonial architecture. As precedents were studied and the architectural styling was developed and 
adapted, the style became known as Spanish Eclectic.60 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS 
Combined there are about forty examples of the two styles represented in the district during this period of 
architecture. The Bungalow/Craftsman style is the most prolific with over thirty examples. The Prairie 
style influence is shown in seven examples; some are the largest homes in the district. 

Prairie School 
The Prairie style ranges from a restrained version found at 1716 Indiana Avenue (right in photo 0001) to 
two elaborate examples located on opposite corners at 1421 (photo 0008) and 1503 Indiana Avenue. 
The example at 1503 is an American Four-Square form expanded to create the stylistic features of the 
Prairie style including a very distinct horizontal emphasis, created by the use of brick on the first floor and 
stucco on the second. Most of the examples are covered in stucco; however the example at 1532 
Michigan Avenue is brick. All of the examples have wide overhanging eaves and horizontal delineation 
between the roof and floor planes, and groupings of tall, narrow windows. The homes were constructed 
between 1911 and about 1925. 

The Prairie style, an outgrowth of the Arts & Crafts movement, was born in Chicago with Frank Lloyd 
Wright being the architect most associated with the style. Wright's Winslow House in Chicago, 1893, is 
thought to be the first example of Prairie style architecture. The style is one of only a few truly indigenous 
American forms and its highest concentration occurs in the Midwestern United States, particularly near 
the Chicago regional area. The popularity of the style was short lived; it lasted from about 1900 through 
1930. 61 Its emphasis was on the horizontal with architectural features of the house inspired by the vast 
expanse of the prairie. Particularly important stylistic features are low-sloped roofs and floor levels acting 
as vertical planes. 

59 McAlester, pg. 358 
60 McAlester, pg. 418 
61 McAlester, pg. 440 
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Over thirty examples of this style occur in the district in various forms (also see "Other" section below for a 
discussion of American Four-Square). The forms range from simple single story bungalows to larger two 
story homes constructed in either the Craftsman style or variations of the bungalow. Basic bungalow 
design in the district ranges from single story homes to one and a half story homes, often with gabled or 
shed dormers. All examples have front porches. A good single story example is located at 805 Harrison 
Street. It has a well-detailed porch with multiple columns supporting a gabled roof on the east side of its 
front fa9ade and bay window on its west side. A good example of a 1 ½ story bungalow is located at 206 
Alexander Street. It has side gables and a full front porch whose roof is an extension of the house roof. 
A large hipped roof dormer is centered on the front fa9ade. This is the bungalow style more commonly 
found in Midwestern communities, while the example on Harrison Street may be classified as a Chicago 
Bungalow due to its popularity in that city. Another common form of the bungalow is a simple gable-front 
home with a gabled front porch. This is found at 1919 Michigan Avenue (back of house shown third from 
left in photo 0018), at the south end of the district. This house may be classified as a California 
Bungalow. There are several other mentionable bungalows in the district. One is located at 1519 Indiana 
Avenue. It is an elaborate example with brick and stucco walls and multiple roof dormers. Another is 
located at 1128 Indiana Avenue. Its walls are brick and it has a large wall dormer centered on its front 
fa9ade; the dormer has an arched roof. 

Three nearly identical Craftsman styled bungalows are located at 1127 Indiana Avenue (right in photo 
0010), 1506 Michigan Avenue (center of photo 0016) and 1524 Michigan Avenue. They have side 
gables, a full front porch, and two roof dormers paired together in the center of the front fa9ade. Only 
slight architectural variations occur; they include gabled versus hipped dormers and treatment of the front 
porches. Both have stucco on their walls with some vertical half-timbering applied in the gables. 1506 
Michigan Avenue and 1127 Indiana Avenue are nearly perfectly identical with the exception of a balcony 
railing that exists at 1127 Indiana Avenue; it likely once existed at 1506 Michigan Avenue. The three 
homes were built in about 1915. There is another grouping of three nearly identical homes. They are 
located at 1514, 1534, and 1538 Michigan Avenue (1534 & 1538 are shown in photo 0021) and were all 
constructed in about 1920. They are all two-story, gable-front homes with a single story porch across the 
full width of the house. Only exterior finishes vary slightly. One of the finest examples of a Craftsman 
bungalow is a Sears catalog home at 1902 Michigan Avenue (shown on left side of photo 0019). It was 
known as the "Ashmore" and was constructed in 1925. It is a rambling single story bungalow with gabled 
roofs, wood shingle siding, and stonework on its porches and chimney. 

The Craftsman Style was inspired primarily by the work of brothers Charles and Henry Greene in 
California. Their work spanned from 1893 to 1914; in 1903 they began applying Craftsman details to 
simple bungalows that quickly became popularized by several home magazines of the period.62 It was 
Gustav Stickley's magazine "The Craftsman" that gave name to the style. Stickley published the 
periodical in New York State and featured Arts & Crafts furniture and housing. The term bungalow 
originates in India where it refers to a low house surrounded by porches. The American form of the 
bungalow spread quickly through the country as an acceptable and desirable style for the growing middle 
class in quickly developing suburbs. These homes were popularized in pattern books and other home 
magazines. The bungalow and Craftsman style were popular from about 1905-1935. 

MODERN MOVEMENT 
Several examples of modern homes exist in the district; these include fifteen ranch styled homes that 
date from the late 1940s through the 1970s. One home from the Modern Movement in American 
architecture is particularly noteworthy and is an example of the International style. 

International Style 

~ McAlester, pg. 454 
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The home at 2003 Indiana Avenue was constructed in 1939 and represents a significant break from more 
commonly used styles in the district. The house has a flat roof line, groupings of casement windows in an 
asymmetrical pattern on the house, and horizontal belts of exterior wall materials. A tall, smooth band of 
limestone caps the primary two story portion of the house and a limestone band of equal height caps a 
single story portion of the house that incorporates the front entry and an attached garage on the north 
side of the house. The remaining treatment of the exterior walls is blonde brick and no detailing around 
the windows and entry door. 

The International Style's roots were distinctly European, being made popular by Europe's leading 
architects of the early to mid-twentieth century. Le Corbusier, Gropius, and Mies van der Rohe were all 
pioneers and well-known purveyors of the style. The style came to the United States during the 1930's 
with practitioners who emigrated to escape turmoil in Europe. In 1932 the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York City first exhibited the style to the American public. The companion book to the exhibit, The 
International Style: Architecture Since 1922 was likely the first to coin the style and its features for the 
U.S. public. The return to construction after World War II and emigres before, during and shortly after the 
war fostered the popularity of the style in the United States. 

OTHER 
Other architectural forms or loosely styled homes dating within the period of significance occur in the 
district in significant numbers. Fifteen examples of the American Four-Square are found in the district; the 
form became popular due to its simple construction and had pervasive use throughout the Midwest. 
Side-by-side examples occur at 1708 and 1710 Indiana Avenue (left side of photo 0006) and 1805 and 
1807 Indiana Avenue (far right side of photo 0006). The former pair is nearly identical in their form, but is 
mirrored. All four of these examples have hipped roofs, a hipped roof dormer centered on their front 
facades, and hipped roof single story porches on their front facades. The American Four-Square form 
often was given stylistic features as is the case at 1308 Michigan Avenue (shown at right side in photo 
0015) which has Colonial Revival details. The home has the typical hipped roof and single story hipped 
front porch, but its front roof dormer has a pedimented appearance and a pair of tall arched windows is 
located on the south wall of the house. The Free Classic style was a mix of varying architectural styles 
and details that became itself a transitional style between the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. 
There are five examples in the district. One of the most interesting examples occurs at 1406 Indiana 
Avenue. It is a three story, gambrel roofed house with a wrap-around stone porch. The third floor's front 
fagade has a three sided window bay featuring an arched window in its center wall. The house was 
constructed in 1882 with modifications made c. 1900. 

More than twenty examples of the gable-front vernacular form are also located in the district and range 
from one and a half story to two story construction. The largest example is the former Presbyterian 
Church building at 909/911 Indiana Avenue, constructed in 1862. It is constructed of brick and was 
converted to a residence. An excellent example of a gable-front home is located at 1014 Michigan 
Avenue; though it lacks elements of high-style, it possesses a high level of architectural integrity. There 
is also a hall and parlor house located at 1301 Indiana Avenue (shown on left side of photo 0009); it was 
constructed about 1865 and retains its historic form and much of its architectural details. Two brick 
carriage houses not constructed in any particular style are located in the district at the rear of 1117 and 
1009 Indiana Avenue. Both have side gables and segmental brick arched openings. 

ARCHITECTS OF THE DISTRICT 
There were several architects who produced designs in the district, including a few well known architects 
who worked from their offices in nearby Chicago. Chicago architect Franklin Burnham designed Orran 
Fox's home at 1501 Michigan Avenue. Charles Whitney Stevens designed Francis Morrison's home at 
1217 Michigan Avenue (photo 0028) and was the probable designer for the homes at 1417 Indiana and 
1408 Michigan Avenues. John Van Osdel designed the Ruth Sabin Home at 1603 Michigan Avenue 
(photo 0023). Robert Spencer, a Prairie School colleague of Frank Lloyd Wright, was the architect for the 
Emmet Scott House at 1421 Indiana Avenue (photo 0008); Scott turned to Jens Jensen for landscape 
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design on his home in 1922. Wilson B. Parker, an Indianapolis architect who specialized in Carnegie 
libraries, designed LaPorte's Carnegie Library. The firm of Shattuck & Hussey, architects in Chicago 
(1904-1916) who specialized in YMCA design, designed Walter Fox's house at 1519 Michigan Avenue. 

George Wood Allen 
The most prolific architect in the City of LaPorte was George Wood Allen. Allen, and later his firm of 
George W. Allen & Son, was responsible for fourteen known building designs in the district. Allen himself 
lived in the district at 1403 Indiana Avenue. His house is a simple gable-front residence that is being 
restored to return it to its appearance during Allen's time. Allen's largest works in the district include the 
First United Methodist Church on Michigan Avenue (photo 0026) and the Admiral Ingersoll House on 
Indiana Avenue (photo 0003). His important works outside the district, but still in the City of LaPorte, 
include the Central School Building, People's Trust and Savings Bank, and the Eason Memorial Chapel at 
Pine Lake Cemetery. 

Allen received his original training under C. Powell Carr, engineer and architect of New York City. Later 
he completed a four year course at Northern Indiana University. He opened an office for practice in 
LaPorte in 1894. He purchased a home that had been constructed in about 1860 and began remodeling 
it in about 1915. Allen lived there for fifty-five years. Allen found an immediate need for his services as 
LaPorte was experiencing a building boom. By 1916, a publication stated that "after 22 years there are 
few streets in LaPorte which do not show evidence of his (Allen's) work" (The Ohio Architect, Vol. XXVII, 
pg. 11-12). His son, William Allen, became a junior member of the firm in 1906 at the age of 21. William 
Allen left the firm in 1915 to oversee the Advance-Rumely Corporation's building projects. George Allen 
was involved in the Indiana Engineers Society, the South Bend Architectural Club, and the Indiana 
Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.63 Allen was also an accomplished writer; he wrote and 
published six volumes of poetry and short essays. Along the Way was published in 1942 and includes 
anecdotal comments on the practice of building and places. Allen's motto was "it pays to build well."64 

Allen designed in a variety of styles. He designed several examples of the Colonial Revival style that 
include the Ingersoll House (1202 Indiana Ave.) in 1908 and the Hobart Cable, Sr. House (1530 Michigan 
Ave.) in about 1912. He designed in the Tudor Revival style which is exemplified in the Turnbull 
Residence (1410 Indiana Ave.) and the Reeder/Paschal House (1537 Michigan Ave., photo 0024) both 
constructed around 1910. He also designed in the Craftsman/Bungalow form that is exemplified in the 
Shick House (1519 Indiana Ave.) and the Tuesburg House (1702 Michigan Ave.), both constructed 
between about 1912 and 1925. Allen displayed his mastery of the 20th century Gothic movement in his 
design of the large First United Methodist Church on Michigan Avenue. His work also includes the small 
Spanish influenced cottage of Charles Lonn at 1504 Michigan Avenue (shown on right side of photo 
0016), constructed in about 1912. 

Developmental History/ Additional historic context information 

Development of the City of LaPorte, Indiana 

LaPorte, French for "the door", was established at the edge of the prairie in LaPorte County in northern 
Indiana. The village was first platted in 1833 by five men who purchased 400 acres at the land sales 
office in Logansport, Indiana. In that same year a government land office was established in LaPorte and 
with its establishment a number of pioneers and land speculators began to move through the community. 
LaPorte was chosen as the county seat of LaPorte County and the town was incorporated in 1835.65 

63 The Ohio Architect, Vol. XXVII, pg. 11-12 
64 LaPorte Herald Argus, October 20, 1982 
65 Chapman, C., pg. 616-617 
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LaPorte incorporated as a city in 1852 when the population reached 5,000; ten years later the population 
reached 8,000. The city's streets were described as "wide and well shaded" with "long rows of dark green 
maples" and "groves and lakes and charming drives".66 In 1852, the Michigan Southern and Northern 
Indiana Railroad was completed from LaPorte to Chicago. In 1856, the Cincinnati, Louisville, and 
Chicago Railroad, later the Indianapolis, Peru, & Chicago Railroad reached LaPorte. It was completed to 
Chicago by 1871.67 The railroads provided extensive access to large city markets which bolstered the 
city's manufacturing industry. 

By 1916, LaPorte was described as the "City of Maples" and had a population of 15,000. Interurban lines 
had been developed by this time and connected "suburban retreats" with the downtown.68 The Lincoln 
Highway had been routed through the city in 1913, bringing motorists and a national channel for 
distributing the products manufactured by LaPorte's leading industries. The growth and prosperity 
realized in the city's manufacturing sector during the late 19th and early 20th centuries is witnessed by the 
grand and imposing homes constructed by their founders in the Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic 
District. 

A substantial addition was created on the south side of the original plat of the city by Capt. A. P. Andrew 
Jr. which includes much of the housing in the northern part of the Indiana and Michigan Avenue 
neighborhoods was created. As additional plats followed, the boundaries of the city continued to push 
south. The size and styles of housing also changed from early to mid nineteenth century homes, to more 
substantial brick and frame Queen Anne homes, to early 20th century styles as the city expanded. The 
houses at the far south end of the district are more modest and begin to fall into mid 20th century styles, 
including ranch homes. 

One area of particular interest was a small community unto itself called "Hail Columbia" that was 
established in about 1850. A few homes from that period still exist in the area and include the Pulaski 
King House and the Dr. Rose House. Hail Columbia loosely included the area between the west side of 
Michigan Avenue and the east side of Indiana Avenue, along Osborn Street, also known as "King's Alley" 
due to its relationship with Pulaski King's house. The area was eventually surrounded by the city by 
1860, and then finally incorporated by LaPorte.69 An early map of LaPorte from 1871 shows housing in 
fair density from the original plat of the city south to Osborn Street. The area bounded by Indiana and 
Michigan Avenues and Harrison and Osborn Streets were fully developed on the map in 1871 and it is 
assumed this area was "Hail Columbia". 

66 Packard, J. pg. 117 
67 Packard, J. pg. 115 
68 The Ohio Architect, Vol. XXVII, pg. 11-12 
69 LaPorte Herald-Argus, August 22, 1957. "Century Old Houses Still Stand in 
City", Gross, Sally 
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LaPorte County Interim Report, Indiana Historic Sites and Structures Inventory. Indianapolis: Historic 
Landmarks Foundation of Indiana, 1989. 
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Leonard, John W., The Book of Chicagoans: A Biographical Dictionary of Leading Living Men of the City 
of Chicago. Chicago: A. N. Marquis & Co., 1905. 
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S. E. Taylor & Company, Steam Printers, 1876. 
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Schultz, Fern Eddy, Editor. The Oldletter. LaPorte County Historical Society, March, 2011. 

Small Houses of the Twenties, Sears, Roebuck & Co. 1926 Catalog Reprint, The Athenaeum of 
Philadelphia & Dover Publications, Inc. of New York, 1991. 

Smith's LaPorte City Directories, Dorchester, Mass.: Edgar Smith, 1919, 1921, 1923, 1924-25, 1926-
27, 1929-30. 

Swasey's LaPorte City Directory, LaPorte: LaPorte Press, Inc., 1934-35. 
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Rodgers, James. Comments from LaPorte County Museum Director 

Schultz, Fern Eddy. Comments from LaPorte County Historian 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CPR 67) has been requested 
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__ previously listed in the National Register 
_previously determined eligible by the National Register 
__ designated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # _____ _ 
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ____ _ 
__ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey# ____ _ 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 

__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 

Other 
Name of repository: ________________ _ 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): 091-344-34001-231 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 107 acres 

Use the UTM system 

UTM References 
Datum (indicated on USGS map): 

□NAD 1927 or [JNAD 1983 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

1. Zone: 16 

2. Zone: 16 

3. Zone: 16 

4. Zone: 16 

Easting: 523141 

Easting: 523400 

Easting: 524298 

Easting : 524269 

Northing: 4606386 

Northing: 4606570 

Northing: 4605294 

Northing: 4604797 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Beginning at the southeast corner of the intersection of Madison Street and Maple Street, face 
northeast and continue in a line to the southwest corner of Maple and Monroe Streets. Turn 
southeast and follow the west side of Monroe Street to the south property line of 901/903 Michigan 
Avenue. Turn southwest and follow the property line of 901/903 to the east property line of 907 
Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow the east property line of 907 Michigan Avenue to the 
south side of Harrison Street. Turn northeast and follow a line to the north property line of 1001 
Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast along the north east lot lines of 1001-1011 Michigan Avenue and 
follow a line to the south side of Noble Street. Turn northeast and follow a line to the west side of 
Monroe Street. Turn southeast along the west side of Monroe Street and follow a line to the north 
side of Osborn Street. Turn southwest and follow a line to a point with a line extended northwest from 
the east property line of 1201 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow this line to the north 
property line of 1209 Michigan Avenue. Turn northeast and follow the north property line to the east 
property line of 1209 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line with the east property line of 
1209 Michigan Avenue to the south property line of 1209 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and 
follow this property line to the east property line of 1211 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow 
the east property line of 1211 and 1215 Michigan Avenue to the north property line of 1217 Michigan 
Avenue. Turn northeast and follow the north property line of 1217 Michigan Avenue to the west side 
of Monroe Street. Turn southeast and follow the west side of Monroe Street to the south property line 
of 1217 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and follow the south property line of 1217 Michigan 
Avenue to the east property line of 1225 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow the east 
property line of 1225 Michigan Avenue to the south side of Alexander Street. 

Face northeast and follow the south side of Alexander Street to the east property line of 1303 
Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow the east property line of 1303 Michigan Avenue to its 
south property line. Turn southwest and follow its south property line to the east property line of 1311 
Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line with the east property line of 1311 Michigan 
Avenue to the north property line of 1407 Michigan Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line with the 
north property line of 1407 Michigan Avenue to the property's east line. Turn southeast and follow a 
line to the north property line of 105 Warwick Street. Turn northeast and follow a line to the east 
property line of 103 Warwick Street. Turn southeast and follow a line with the east property line of 
103 Warwick Street to the south side of Warwick Street. 

Turn northeast and follow a line to the north property line of 106 Warwick Street to the property's east 
line. Turn southeast and follow a line to the north property line of 1515 Michigan Avenue. Turn 
northeast and foilow a line to the property's east boundary. Turn southeast and follow a line to the 
south property line of 1519 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line with the property's 
south boundary to the east property line of 1525 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line 
to the south property line of 1527 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east 
property line of 1529 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line to the property's south 
boundary. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east property line of 1533 Michigan Avenue. Turn 
southeast and follow a line to the south side of Franklin Court. Turn northeast and follow a line to the 
east property line of 1537 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow the east and south property 
lines of 1537 Michigan Avenue to the east line of 1541 Michigan Avenue. Face southeast and 
continue in a line with the east property line of 1541 Michigan Avenue to the south side of South 
Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line to the east property line of 1603 Michigan Avenue. Turn 
southeast and follow a line to the south property line of 1603 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and 
follow the property's south boundary to the east property line of 1613 Michigan Avenue. Turn 
southeast and follow the rear lot lines of 1613-1805 Michigan Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a 
line to the property's east boundary. Turn southeast and follow a line to the north property line of 
1815 Michigan Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line to the property's east boundary. Turn 
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southeast and follow a line to the south property line of 1815 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and 
follow a line to the east property line of 1819 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line to 
the south property line of 1905 Michigan Avenue. Turn southwest and follow the property's south 
boundary to the east property line of 1907 Michigan Avenue. Turn southeast and follow a line to the 
north property line of 1915 Michigan Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line to the west side of 
Kingsbury Avenue. 

Turn south and follow a line with the west side of Kingsbury Avenue to the west side of Indiana 
Avenue and the south property line of 2026 Indiana Avenue. Face southwest and continue in a line 
to the property's west boundary. Turn northwest and follow a line to the south property line of 2024 
Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east side of Fox Street. Turn northwest and 
follow the east side of Fox Street to the south property line of 2012 Indiana Avenue. Turn northeast 
and follow the property's south boundary to its west boundary. Turn northwest and follow a line to the 
property's north boundary. Turn southwest along the lot line and follow a line to the east side of Fox 
Street. Turn northwest and follow a line to the north side of Marion Street. Turn northeast and follow 
a line to the west property line of 1916 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest along the rear lot line of 
1916-1800 Indiana Avenue and follow to the south property line of 1800 Indiana Avenue. Turn 
southwest and follow a line to the property's west boundary. Turn northwest and follow the west 
property line of 1800 Indiana Avenue to the property's north boundary. Turn northeast and follow a 
line to the west property line of 1718 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow the property's west 
boundary to the south property line of 1716 Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the 
east side of Fox Street. Turn northwest and follow a line to the north property line of 1716 Indiana 
Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line to the west property line of 1714 Indiana Avenue. Turn 
northwest and follow a line to the property's north boundary. Turn northeast and follow a line to the 
west property line of 1712 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow the rear lot lines of 1712-1706 
Indiana Avenue to the south property line of 1706 Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line 
to the east side of Fox Street. Turn northwest and follow a line to the north property line of 1706 
Indiana Avenue. Turn northeast and follow the property's north boundary to the west property line of 
1704 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow a line to the south property line of 1610 Indiana 
Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east side of Fox Street. Turn northwest and follow a 
line to the south side of South Avenue. Follow the south side of South Street to the rear lot line of 
1518 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow rear lot lines of 1518-1514 Indiana Avenue. 

Face northwest and follow a line to the south property line of 1512 Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest 
and follow a line to the property's west boundary. Turn northwest and follow a line to the south 
property line of 151 O Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east side of Fox Street. 
Turn northwest and follow a line to the south side of Webber Street. Turn northeast and follow a line 
to a point extended from a line with the west property line of 1420 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest 
and follow the west/south property line of 1420 Indiana Avenue to the property's north boundary. 
Turn northeast and follow a line to the west property line of 1414 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest 
along the rear lot line of 1412 Indiana Avenue and follow a line to the south property line of 1410 
Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east side of Fox Street. Turn northwest and 
follow a line to the north property line of 1410 Indiana Avenue. Turn northeast and follow the 
property's boundary to its west property line. Turn northwest and follow a line to the south property 
line of 1406 Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to the east edge of Fox Street. Turn 
northwest and follow a line to the north property line of 1406 Indiana Avenue. Turn northeast and 
follow a line to the west property line of 1402 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow a line along 
the west line of 308 Warwick Street to the north property line of 308 Warwick Street. 

Face northeast and follow the north property line of 308 Warwick Street to the west property line of 
1310 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow along the lines of 1302-1202 Indiana Avenue to the 
north side of Alexander Street. Turn southwest and follow a line to the west property line of 1132 
Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow a line to the east side of A Street. Turn north and follow 
a line to the south side of Osborn Street. Turn northwest and follow a line to the north side of Osborn 
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Street. Turn west and follow a line to a point from a line extended southeast from the west property 
line of 1034 Indiana Avenue. Turn northwest and follow the line to the north property line of 1034 
Indiana Avenue. Turn northeast and follow a line to the west property line of 1030 Indiana Avenue. 
Turn northwest and follow the rear lot lines of 1030-1002 Indiana Avenue and the west line of 805 
Harrison Street to the south property line of 904 Indiana Avenue. Turn southwest and follow a line to 
the east side of Madison Street. Turn northwest and follow a line to the south side of Maple Avenue, 
or the place of beginning. 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

Within the described boundaries is a cohesive collection of buildings representing some of the finest 
late 19th Century and early 20th Century architecture in the City of LaPorte. The parallel streets of 
Indiana Avenue and Michigan Avenue feature some of the largest and finest examples of the styles 
defining the area as a contextual neighborhood south of the main historic commercial district with 
Kingsbury Avenue being the accepted southern boundary of the neighborhood. To the east and west 
of the district, the scale of the homes generally changes to smaller sizes with less influence of 
architectural styles. These homes, and the commercial buildings north of the district, lie outside of 
the boundaries of the Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District. 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title: Kurt West Garner 
organization: Partners In Preservation 
street & number: 12954 6th Road 
city or town: Plymouth state: IN zip code: 46563 
e-mail: kwgarner@kwgarner.com 
telephone: 574-936-0613 
date: March 14, 2011 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

• Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 

• Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. Key all photographs to this map. 

• Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 3000x2000 at 300 
ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must 
be numbered and that number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log. 
For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, etc. may be listed once on the 
photograph log and doesn't need to be labeled on every photograph. 

Photo Log 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0001. Looking northwest on Indiana Avenue from Hathaway 
Street 

1 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0002. Looking northwest on Indiana Avenue from Warwick 
Street 

2 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 
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Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0003. Looking northwest at 1202 Indiana Avenue (Ingersoll 
House) 

3 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0004. Looking southwest on Indiana Avenue from near 
Harrison St. 

4 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 O 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0005. Looking southeast on Indiana Avenue from Dysard 
Street 

5 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0006. Looking northeast on Indiana Avenue from Hathaway 
Street between Dysard and Hathaway Streets 
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6 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0007. Looking southeast on Indiana Avenue between South 
and Winn Sts. 

7 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0008. Looking northeast at 1421 Indiana Avenue 

8 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0009. Looking southeast on Indiana Avenue from Plummer 
Street 

9 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 
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County: LaPorte State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 00010. Looking northeast on Indiana Avenue from Alexander 
Street 

10 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 O 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0011. Looking north on sidewalk of west side of Indiana 
Avenue, 1100 block 

11 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) arid number: 0012. Looking northeast on Indiana Avenue from Osborn 
Street 

12 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 
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LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0013. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue from St. Paul 
Court 

13 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0014. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue from Osborn 
Street 

14 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0015. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue from Plummer 
Street 

15 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 O 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0016. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue between 
Warwick & Wile Sts. 

16 of 30. 
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Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0017. Looking west at 1526 & 1528 Michigan Avenue 

17 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0018. Looking southeast on Michigan Avenue from Dysard 
Street 

18 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 201 O 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0019. Looking northwest at 1902 Michigan Avenue 

19 of 30. 

Name of Property: Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

City or Vicinity: LaPorte 

County: LaPorte State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 
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Date Photographed: December 9, 201 0 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0020. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue between 
Hathaway & Dysard Sts. 

20 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0021. Looking northwest at 1534 & 1538 Michigan Avenue 

21 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0022. Looking northeast on Michigan Avenue between 
Dysard & Hathaway Sts. 

22 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0023. Looking east at 1603 Michigan Avenue 

23 of 30. 
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Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0024. Looking northeast at 1537 Michigan Avenue 

24 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0025. Looking southeast on Michigan Avenue from Warwick 
Street 

25 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0026. Looking northeast at 1225 Michigan Avenue 

26 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 
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Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0027. Looking southeast on Michigan Avenue from Alexander 
Street 

27 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0028. Looking east at 1217 Michigan Avenue 

28 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: December 9, 2010 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0029. Looking northeast at 1101 Michigan Avenue 

29 of 30. 

Name of Property: 

City or Vicinity: 

County: LaPorte 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 

LaPorte 

State: Indiana 

Photographer: Kurt West Garner 

Date Photographed: May 19, 2011 

Description of Photograph(s) and number: 0030. Looking northwest on Michigan Avenue from Harrison 
Street 

30 of 30. 
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NPS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District 
Name of Property 

LaPorte County, IN 
County and State 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including 
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATI ONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION : NOMINAT I ON 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic Di strict 

STATE & COUNTY: INDIANA , La Porte 

DATE RECEIVED : 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

8/15/14 
9/23/ 1 4 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY : 

9/08/14 
10/01/14 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST : 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 14000807 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N 
N 
N 

DATA PROBLEM : N 
PDIL : N 
SAMPLE: N 

N 

RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD : N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT 

E1dered ir~ 
The N~tlo~¼-~l Elegls~Gr 

off 
Historic Yiecr.is 

RECOM . /CRITERIA ---------
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE -------------

TELEPHONE DATE 

LESS THAN 50 YEARS : 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED : 
NATIONAL : 

----------

------------ -------------
DOCUMENTAT I ON see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 



Ottt 
~EtEiVEB 

~I§f: PRES. & ARCRt 

BLAIR MILO 

November 26, 2012 

Dr. James Glass 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

801 MICHIGAN AVENUE 

LA PORTE, INDIANA 46350 

~Et o 3 2012 

10tif\ 

Director, Indiana Division of Historic Preservation And Archeology 
402 W. Washington, W274 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Dr. Glass, 

219-362-8220 
FAX 219-362-1102 

Please accept this letter as my approval for the National Register listing of the Indiana 
and Michigan Avenues in La Porte, Indiana. The City of La Porte, Indiana, endorses 
and supports this designation. Listing of this property will not only assist in preserving 
its integrity and unique character, but will serve to increase public awareness of the 
need to preserve our heritage. 

I recommend that the State Historic Review Board approve the nomination and forward 
the appropriate documentation to the National Park Service. Should you have any 
questions on the submission, please contact Todd Zeiger at 574.232.4534. 

Sincerely, 

11{2 
Blair E. Milo (,_ 
Mayor, City of La Porte 
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Certified Local Government Report 
on the Nomination of Indiana Michigan Avenues District 

to the National Register of Historic Places 

I. Introduction 

City of LaPorte, Indiana 
November 1, 2012 

The LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission in partnership with the local preservation 
group People Engaged in Preservation (PEP) and Indiana Landmarks and a grant from 
Partners in Preservation initiated the nomination of the Indiana and Michigan A venues 
Historic District in LaPorte, Indiana. With assistance from Indiana Landmarks and the 
City of LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission (Commission) the enclosed 
nomination has been prepared, reviewed and hereby submitted. As a Certified Local 
Government (CLG), the Commission was required to review the nomination and 
determine the eligibility of this district in accordance with criteria established by the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. 

Pursuant to all applicable state and federal regulations, this report and its supplemental 
attachments, documents the procedures followed by the City of LaPorte. Along with the 
Commission's findings, the report presents Mayor Blair Milo's recommendations 
concerning the subject nomination. 

II. Documentation Submission 

Working with consultant Kurt Gamer, the nomination was drafted in accordance with 
current policies and procedures outlined in Bulletin #16 and by the DHPA, the 
nomination, accompanied by the appropriate maps and photographs, was submitted to the 
Commission and made available for public review by the owners of properties in the 
district. 

Comments from members of the Commission, staff of Indiana Landmarks and any public 
comments were forwarded to Kurt Gamer and the requested changes, modifications and 
additions were made to improve the document. Once those were completed and pursuant 
to 36CFR Part 60, letters of notification were sent to public officials and each of the 
individual owners ofrecord within the boundaries of the district. Notification was also 
published in the local LaPorte newspaper, The LaPorte Dispatch, prior to the public 
hearing in accordance with Indiana Code. In addition to the one official public hearing 
held by the Commission, an earlier public information meeting was also held. (Refer to 
Attachment A for notice of official public hearing), Additionally, prior to the official 



public hearing a letter was sent to each individual property owner within the district 
notifying them of the proposed district, the date of the hearing and a summary sheet about 
the National Register of Historic Places. A copy of an example of the letter and the 
summary sheet are included as part of this report. Public officials were notified as well of 
the pending application. 

III. Public Hearing and Board Review 

On June 6, 2012, the Commission held the public hearing at the LaPorte County Public 
Library in LaPorte, Indiana, to solicit comments from the general public concerning the 
subject nomination. There was no one from the public who spoke against the nomination 
at the meeting. Of the 250 properties within the district the Commission received ten 
letters in objection prior to the public hearing and two letter in support prior to the public 
hearing. Copies of those letters are included as Attachment B. A quorum of the 
Commission was present to take action. (Refer to Attachment D for minutes of the public 
hearing.) 

IV. Board Findings 

The Commission approved the final nomination at the meeting on June 6, 2012, based on 
the district's, concurring that the district meets Criterion C for its possessing distinctive 
architectural characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction related. 

V. Board Recommendations 

Based on the documentation presented as a part of the nomination and by staff, the 
Commission recommends the State Historic Preservation Review Board consider this 
district to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, and 
approve the nomination for submission to the National Park Service. 



Certified Local Government Report 
on the Nomination of Indiana Michigan Avenue District 

to the National Register of Historic Places 

City of LaPorte, Indiana 
November 1, 2012 

Attachment A 
Letter examples for Notifications 



AFFP 

General Notice to Newspaperfor 

Affidavit of Publication 

STATE OF INDIANA} SS 
COUNTY OF LA PORTE } 

Lory Samford, being duly sworn, says: 

That she is Administrative Assistant of the Herald Argus, a 
Daily newspaper of general circulation, printed and 
published in La Porte, La Porte County, Indiana; that the 
publication, a copy of which is attached hereto, was 
published in the said newspaper on the following dates: 

May 04, 2012 

Publisher's Fee: $ 58.37 

That said newspaper was regularly issued and circulated 
on those dates. 
SIGNED: 

chn~~tmD 
Subscribed to and sworn to me this 4th day of May 2012. 

Carlena Kellems, Notary Public, La Porte County 

My commission expires 04/10/2016 

60010636 60301486 

MARY ANN RICHARDS 
OFFICE OF COMM DEVELOPMENT 
801 MICHIGAN AVE 
LA PORTE, IN 46350 

General Notice to Newspaper 
for Districts 
to be Considered for the National Register 
The Indiana Avenue Historic District will be considered by the La Porte Historic 
Preservation Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places, 
Washington, D.C. The meeting will be held at the La Porte County Library, 904 
Indiana Avenue, La Porte, Indiana, 46320, in the Large Meeting Room, at 6:00 p.m. 
local time, June 6, 2012. The meeting is open to the public and you are welcome to 
attend. 
The National Register was created by Congress in 1966 by the National Historic 
Preservation Act (P. L. 89-665) to identify prehistoric and historic properties of local, 
state, or national significance worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register 
results in the following: 
Consideration in planning for Federal, federally licensed or federally assisted 
projects. 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal 
agencies allow for the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an 
opportunity to comment on all projects affecting properties listed in the National 
Register. For further information, please refer to 36 CFR 800. 
Federal tax provisions. 
Certain provisions of the Federal Internal Revenue Code may apply which may 
provide for a 20 percent investment tax credit (ITC) with a full adjustment to the 
basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. 
A Federal tax deduction for conservation purposes of partial interests in historically 
important land areas or structures applies (see 36 CFR 67). Whether these 
provisions are of benefit depends upon the circumstances of individual taxpayers. 
Individuals should consult legal counsel or the Internal Revenue Service for 
assistance in determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. 
Consideration of historic values. 
The historic values of the property are considered in the decision to issue a surface 
coal mining permit, in accordance with the Surface Mining and Control Act of 1977. 
For further information, please refer to 30 CFR 700 et seq. 
Qualification for Federal grants-in-aid whenever funds are appropriated by 
Congress. 
Owners of private property nominated to the National Register are given an 
opportunity to concur in or object to the nomination in accord with the National 
Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 and federal regulations 36 CFR Part 
60. Any owner or partial owner of private property who objects to listing must submit 
a notarized statement, certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the 
property and is objecting, to Mary Jane Thomas, Director of Community 
Development and Planning, City of La Porte, Office of Community Development and 
Planning, 801 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, Indiana, 46350. 
Notarized Objections and other comments must be submitted before June 6, 2012 to 
Mary Jane Thomas, Director of Community Development and Planning, City of La 
Porte, 801 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, IN 46350. Each owner or partial owner has 
one vote regardless of how many whole or partial properties that party owns. If a 
majority of the owners object to the listing, the district will not be listed. 
If the district application is approved by the La Porte Historic Preservation 
Commission but cannot be listed because of owner objection, the State Historic 
Preservation Officer shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National 
Register for a determination of eligibility for inclusion in the National Register. If the 
property is determined eligible but not formally listed, the Advisory Council rriust still 
be given an opportunity to comment on Federal projects which may affect the 
district. 
Unless negative comments are received within thirty (30) days, the property may be 
listed in the Indiana State Register of Historic Sites and Structures, independently of 
the La Porte Historic Preservation Commission decision on nomination to the 
National Register. If objections to State Register listing are received, a hearing on 
the nomination to the State Register will be held by the Indiana Historic Preservation 
Review Board which will make a recommendation regarding the listing. The final 
decision regarding any State Register nomination shall be made by the Indiana 
Historic Preservation Review Board. 



Form Prescribed by State Board of Accounts 

Office Of Community Development-60010636 
(Governmental Unit) 

General Form No. 99P (Rev. 2009A) 

To: Herald Argus 
70 I State Street 
La Porte, IN 46350 
Federal# 61-0301090 

LaPorte County, Ind PUBLISHER'S CLAIM 

LINE COUNT 
Display Matter ( Must not exceed two actual lines, neither of which shall total more 

than four solid lines of type in which the body of the advertisement is set) -number of 
equivalent lines ................................................................................ . 

Head-number oflines ...................................................................... .. 

Body-number oflines ....................................................................... . 

Tail -number of lines .......................................................................... . 

Total number oflines in notice ............................................................ . 

COMPUTATION OF CHARGES 
256.00 lines columns wide equals equivalent line 256 at 0.228 

cents per line ............................................................................................................... . 

Additional charge for notices containing rule or tabular work 
(50 percent of above amount) ............................................................. . 

Charge for extra proofs of publication ($1.00 for each proof 
In excess of two) ........................................................................... . 

TOT AL AMOUNT OF CLAIM .................................................. . 

DA TA FOR COMPUTING COST 

Width of single column 14ems 
Number of insertions 1 
Size of type 7 .5 point 

Pursuant to the provisions and penalties of!C 5-11-10-1 
I hereby certify that the foregoing account is just and com:ct, that the amount claimed is legally due, after allowing all 
just credits, and that no part of the same has been paid. 

I also certify that the printed matter attached hereto is a tJ.ue copy, of the same column width and type size, 
which was duly published in said paper_! __ times. The dates of the publication being as follows: 
4-May-12 

Additionally, the statement checked below is true and correct: 
___ Newspaper does not have a website. 

$ 

$ 

_X __ Newspaper has a website and this public notice was posted on the same day as it was published in the newspaper 
___ Newspaper has a website, but due to technical problem or error, public notice was posted on ____ _ 

256 

256 

$58.37 

58.37 

___ N,wsp...,,-""', ~h,i<o b,<refuses ID p,m Ore p,b!W notire ~ ~ <() 
Date: May 4, 2012 Title: ~ Legal Clerk 



RESULTS OF LISTING IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Consideration in planning for federal, federally licensed, or federally assisted projects. 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies allow for the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an opportunity to comment on all projects affecting 
properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places. For further information, please refer to 36 
CFR 800. 

Federal Tax Provisions. 

If an income-producing property is listed in the National Register, certain Federal tax provisions may 
apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revised the historic preservation tax incentives authorized by 
Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 
1980, the Economic Recovery Act of 1981, and the Tax Reform Act of 1984, and as of January 1, 1987, 
provides for a 20% Investment Tax Credit (ITC) with full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic 
commercial, industrial, and rental residential buildings. The former 15% and 20% ITCs for rehabilitation 
of older commercial buildings are combined into a single 10% ITC for commercial or industrial buildings 
built before 193 7. 

The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 provides Federal tax deductions for charitable contributions for 
conservation purposes of partial interests in historically important land areas or structures. Whether these 
provisions are advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of the 
property and the owner. Because tax aspects outlined above are complex, individuals should consult legal 
counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office for assistance in determining the tax 
consequences of the above provisions. For further information on certification requirements, please refer 
to 36 CFR 67. Federal ITC programs are administered in Indiana by the Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology. 

Consideration of historic values. 

The historic values of the property are considered in the decision to issue a surface coal mining permit, in 
accordance with the Surface Mining and Control Act of 1977. For further information, please refer to 30 
CFR 700 et seq. 

Qualification for Federal grants-in-aid. 

Certain non-income-producing properties listed in the National Register may qualify for Federal grants
in-aid administered in Indiana by the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology whenever funds 
are appropriated by Congress, pursuant to eligibility criteria established by the Indiana State Historic 
Preservation Review Board. 



CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The following criteria are designed to guide states, Federal agencies, and the Secretary of the Interior in 
evaluating entries for the National Register. 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and culture is present in 
districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, 
material, workmanship, feeling, and association, and: 

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history; or 

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 
distinction; or 

D. that yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious 
institutions or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations, 
reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that have 
achieved significance within the last 50 years shall not be considered for the National Register. Such 
properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that meet the criteria, or if they fall within the 
following categories: 

A. a religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or 
historical importance; or 

B. a building or structure removed from its original location but which is the surviving structure 
most importantly associated with a historic person or event; or 

C. a birthplace or grave of a historic figure of outstanding importance, if there 1s no other 
appropriate site or building directly associated with the person's productive life; or 

D. a cemetery that derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent 
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events; 
or 

E. a reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a 
dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure 
with the same association has survived; or 

F. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has 
invested it with its own historical significance; or 

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years, if it is of exceptional importance. 



Date 

Inside Address 

Re: Public Meeting for the proposed Indiana Michigan Avenue National Register District 

Dear 

We have received an application for the above historic district to be considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation 
Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The purpose of this letter is to provide 
information on the National Register program and to afford you, as owner of a private property in the district, an 
opportunity to concur with or object to the application. 

The National Register is the Federal Government's official list of prehistoric and historic properties worthy of 
preservation. In Indiana, this program is administered by the Department of Natural Resources and is assisted by the 
LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission as a Certified Local Government. Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under 
which properties are evaluated. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our nation's heritage. It does not 
prevent a private owner form altering, demolishing, or disposing of the property as he wishes. The results of listing 
are also explained on the enclosure. 

After a National Register application is received by our office, it is processed in compliance with Indiana's Certified 
Local Government regulations and considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission which will either 
reject or approve the nomination of the property to the National Register. The LaPorte Historic Preservation 
Commission will study any written comments, favorable or unfavorable, that you care to submit prior to the date of the 
public hearing which is currently scheduled for 7:00 c.d.t., June 6, 2012 at the LaPorte County Public Library, 904 
Indiana Avenue, LaPorte. You may attend this meeting if you wish. The Commission's determination and the Mayor's 
opinion are transmitted to the Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology for consideration by the 
Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board, which will either reject or approve the nomination of the property to the 
National Register. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register must be given an opportunity to concur with or object 
to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, and federal regulations 36 CFR 
part 60. If a majority of private property owners objects, the district will not be listed. 

Any owner or partial owner of private property who wishes to object to National Register listing must submit a 
notarized statement, certifying that he is the sole or partial owner of the property and objects to the listing. The 
notarized statement must be sent to the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission attention Mary Jane Thomas, and 
must be received before the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission meeting on June 6, 2102. Each owner or 
partial owner of private property has one vote regardless of what part of the property that person owns. If a sole 
owner of private property or majority of owners of private property objects, the property will not be listed. 
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If the district application is approved by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission and the Indiana Historic 
Preservation Review Board but cannot be listed because a majority of private property owners objects, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer is required to submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register for a decision 
on its eligibility for the Register. If the district is then determined eligible but not formally listed, federal agencies will 
still be required to allow the State Historic Preservation Officer and the federal Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation an opportunity to comment on federal projects which may affect the properties in the district. 

Unless objections are received within thirty (30) days, the property will be listed in the Indiana Register on Historic 
Sites and Structures, independently of the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission decision on nomination to the 
National Register. If objections are received, a hearing on the nomination to the State Register will be held by the 
Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board which will make a recommendation regarding the listing. The final 
decision regarding any State Register nomination shall be made by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board. 

A copy of the nomination and more information on the federal tax credit or National Register programs may be 
obtained by calling (219) 362-8260 or by writing to the City of LaPorte, Planning Office, 801 Michigan Avenue, 
LaPorte, Indiana 46350 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure 

203-2 



Date 

Inside Address 

Re: 

Dear: 

We have received an application for the above property to be considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation 
Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The purpose of this letter is to provide 
information on the National Register program and to afford you, as public owner of the property, an opportunity to 
comment on the application. 

The National Register is the Federal Government's official list of prehistoric and historic properties worthy of 
preservation. In Indiana, this program is administered by the Department of Natural Resources and is assisted by 
LaPorte as a Certified Local Government. Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under which properties are evaluated. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our nation's heritage. It does not 
prevent a private owner from altering, demolishing, or disposing of his property as he wishes. The results of listing 
are also explained on the enclosure. 

After a National Register application is received by our office, it is processed in compliance with Indiana's Certified 
Local Government regulations and considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission which will 
preliminarily reject or approve the nomination of the property to the National Register. The LaPorte Historic 
Preservation Commission will study any written comments, favorable or unfavorable, that you care to submit prior to 
the date of the public hearing which is cyrrently scheduled fofJuQ~ 6, 2012, at7:0O ¢.d.t.atthelaPqrte CoUntY 
Publictibrary, 904 Indiana Avenue, LaPorte. You may attend this meeting if you wish. The Commission's 
determination and the Mayor's opinion are transmitted to the Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology for consideration by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board, which will either reject or approve 
the nomination of the property to the National Register. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register must be given an opportunity to concur with or 
object to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, and federal regulations 
36 CFR Part 60. If the owner of an individual private property or the majority of private property owners within a 
district object, the property will not be listed. 

If the property is approved by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission and the Indiana Historic Preservation 
Review Board but cannot be listed because of private owner objection, the State Historic Preservation Officer is 
required to submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register for a decision on its eligibility for the 
Register. If the property is then determined eligible but not formally listed, federal agencies will still be required to 



allow the State Historic Preservation Officer and the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity 
to comment on federal projects which may affect the property. 

Unless objections are received within thirty (30) days, the property will be listed in the Indiana Register of Historic 
Sites and Structures, independently of the Commission's decision on nomination to the National Register. If 
objections are received, a hearing on the nomination to the State Register will be held by the Indiana Historic 
Preservation Review Board which will make a recommendation regarding the listing. The final decision regarding 
any State Register nomination shall be made by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board. 

A copy of the nomination and more information on the federal tax credit or National Register programs may be 
09tai~ed by 9alling (219) 362-826o•·orhy writing·to theCitfof·•LaPortef PlanriibgDepartrnent,. 801 M[chiganAvenue, 
LaPorte, lndiana,A6350. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure 

203-4 

cc: 



Date 

Inside Address 

Re: 

Dear: 

We have received an application for the above property to be considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation 
Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The purpose of this letter is to provide 
information on the National Register program and to afford you, as public owner of the property, an opportunity to 
comment on the application. 

The National Register is the Federal Government's official list of prehistoric and historic properties worthy of 
preservation. In Indiana, this program is administered by the Department of Natural Resources and is assisted by 
LaPorte as a Certified Local Government. Enclosed is a copy of the criteria under which properties are evaluated. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our nation's heritage. It does not 
prevent a private owner from altering, demolishing, or disposing of his property as he wishes. The results of listing 
are also explained on the enclosure. 

After a National Register application is received by our office, it is processed in compliance with Indiana's Certified 
Local Government regulations and considered by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission which will 
preliminarily reject or approve the nomination of the property to the National Register. The LaPorte Historic 
Preservation Commission will study any written comments, favorable or unfavorable, that you care to submit prior to 
the date of the public hearing which is currently scheduled for June 6, 2012, at 7:00 c.d.t. at the LaPorte County 
Public Library, 904 Indiana Avenue, LaPorte. You may attend this meeting if you wish. The Commission's 
determination and the Mayor's opinion are transmitted to the Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and 
Archaeology for consideration by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board, which will either reject or approve 
the nomination of the property to the National Register. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register must be given an opportunity to concur with or 
object to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments of 1980, and federal regulations 
36 CFR Part 60. If the owner of an individual private property or the majority of private property owners within a 
district object, the property will not be listed. 

If the property is approved by the LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission and the Indiana Historic Preservation 
Review Board but cannot be listed because of private owner objection, the State Historic Preservation Officer is 
required to submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register for a decision on its eligibility for the 
Register. If the property is then determined eligible but not formally listed, federal agencies will still be required to 



allow the State Historic Preservation Officer and the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity 
to comment on federal projects which may affect the property. 

Unless objections are received within thirty (30) days, the property will be listed in the Indiana Register of Historic 
Sites and Structures, independently of the Commission's decision on nomination to the National Register. If 
objections are received, a hearing on the nomination to the State Register will be held by the Indiana Historic 
Preservation Review Board which will make a recommendation regarding the listing. The final decision regarding 
any State Register nomination shall be made by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board. 

A copy of the nomination and more information on the federal tax credit or National Register programs may be 
obtained by calling (219) 362-8260 or by writing to the City of LaPorte, Planning Department, 801 Michigan Avenue, 
LaPorte, Indiana, 46350. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure 

203-4 

cc: 
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05.17.2012 

La Porte Historic Preservation Commission 
c/o Mary Jane Thomas 
801 Michigan Avenue 
La Porte, IN 46350 

Dear Ms. Thomas, 

Although I am unable to attend the June 6 public meeting on the 
topic of listing Indiana Michigan Avenue in the National Register 
of Historic Places, I am in support of the proposition. In fact, 
I am thankful that my home at 308 Warwick Street was eligible for 
inclusion. Please note my favorable position on this matter 
during the meeting as a matter of public record. 

Thank you for your time and support of the District. Please 
forward a copy of the actual nomination, sketch map and photos to 
my home address or by email: sustainableretrofitting@gmail.com at 
your earliest convenience; I would appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on that as well prior to the June 6 public meeting. 



June S, 2012 

La Porte Historic Preservation Commission 
801 Michigan Ave. 
La Porte, IN 46350 

Re: National Register of Historic Places 

We, the owners of the property and home at 1505 Michigan Avenue, La Porte., Indiana, do object to the 
designation of Michigan Avenue as an historic place on the National Register of Historic Places. Our 
specific concerns regard Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 which allows for 
input by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation on projects involving designated properties. 

Sincerely, . f/f-.. · f 1 '. t !,I v 
·IUth~ /0A 

I ') 

- :e~-•-" ~G-~ 
Teresa S. Pickford 
James C. Pickford 



1519 Indiana Ave 

La Porte, IN 46350 

June 5, 2012 

City of La Porte 

Office of Community Development & Planning 

801 Michigan Ave 

La Porte, IN 46350 

I received your letter about listing my home in the National Register of Historic Places. 

I am sole owner of my home at 1519 Indiana Ave and upon much reflection and 
consideration I have decided I do not want to list my home on this register. 

I find there are too many variables involved in this process and very little guarantees 
and although I am a proponent of preservation this is not something I want to be 
involved with regarding my personal dwelling. 

Sincerely, 

Christine D McShane 

State of Indiana 

County of La Porte 

SS: 

cc 

Before me the undersigned, a Notary Public for La Porte County, 
State of Indiana, personally appeared Christine D McShane, and 
acknowledged the execution of this instrument the 6th day of 
June, 2012. 

T AAA GARRITANO-AIRY 
La Porte County 

My Commission Expires 
February 14, 2018 

My Commission Expires February 14,2018 
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State of Indiana, LaPorte County, ss: 

; Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in 
and for said County and State, this 1st day of 
June, 2012, personally appeared Nadine Dunk 
and acknowledged the execution of the 

' foregoing document In witness whereof, I have 
hereunto subscribed my name and affbced my 

, official seal. 

~ 
Corinne Fitzger~ . 

Resident of LaPorte County. 
My Commission Expires: 6-27-2017 

COPJNWEflTZGEAALD 
La Porte County 

My Commission Expires 
June 27, 2017 



LaPorte Historic Preservation Committee 
Attention: Mary Jane Thomas 
Director of Community Development and Planning 
801 Michigan Avenue 
LaPorte, Indiana 46350 

Dear LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission, 

May 14, 2012 

RE: Objection to Historic Places Listing 

As sole owner of the property located at 1022 Indiana A venue in LaPorte, Indiana, I 
OBJECT to listing my property at 1022 Indiana Avenue in the National Register of Historic 
Places. In addition, I object to the listing of the Indiana Avenue and Michigan Avenue areas in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

Respectfully, 

,nwvy !f,u.ttn, s ~U>t 

Mary Lucia Simerlein 
1022 Indiana Avenue 
LaPorte, Indiana 46350 
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La torte Historic Preservation Commission 
801 Michigan A venue 
La Porte, Indiana 46350 
219-362-8260 

certify that we are the sole owners of the property 
this address: 1532 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, IN. 
oppose this project as stated in this letter. 

May4,2012 As you requested, we have it notarized. IM 
. '. .· !William G. Moore, M. D .w@?tnn ~ ~ 'SI Yf(lujl~ 

Wilham G & Barbara C Moore /'), / 'J ,, r..- '. J 0 
1532 Michigan Avenue Barbara c. Moore~]Vtc--1,.:.L;o{. { , } 71 Pt-..z.., ,.J / 6 1 J 'J... 

La Porte, IN 46350-5169 NUTAil ~ ~ ~ lJIITE:05/Jt /2012 
y 'NA ES. t M TARlj EXPIRA7ION:11/07/2016 

Re: Public Meeting for the proposed lnd'ffna Mrc~1g~WTu:Na~Register '6istrict 

Dear William G & Barbara C Moore, 

We have received an application for the above historic district to be considered by the La Porte Historic Preservation 
Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. The purpose of this letter is to provide 
information on the National Register program and to afford you, as owner of a private property in the district, an 
opportunity to concur with or object to the application. 

The National Register is the Federal Government's official list of prehistoric and historic properties worthy of 
preservation. In Indiana, this program is administered by the Department of Natural Resources and is assisted by 
the La Porte Historic Preservation Commission as a Certified Local Government. Enclosed is a copy of the criteria 
under which properties are evaluated. 

Listing in the National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our nation's heritage. It does not 
prevent a private owner form altering, demolishing; or disposing of the property as he/she wishes. The resultsof 
listing are also explained on the enclosure. 

After a National Register application is received by our office, it is processed in compliance with Indiana's Certified 
Local Government regulations and considered by the La Porte Historic Preservation Commission which will either 
reject or approve the nomination of the property to the National Register. The La Porte Historic Preservation 
Commission will study any written comments, favorable or unfavorable, that you care to submit prior.to ,the date of 
the public hearing which is currently scheduled for 6:00 p.m. local time, June 6, 2012 at the La Porte County Public 
Library, 904 Indiana Avenue, La Porte, in the Large Meeting Room. You may attend this meeting if you wish. The 
Commission's determination and the Mayor's opinion are transmitted to the Indiana Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology for consideration by the Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board, which will either reject or 
approve the nomination of the property to the National Register. · · 

Owners of private properties nomil)c3ted to the National Register must be given an opportunity to concur with or • .• 
object to listing, in accord with the National Historic Preservation Act Amendments orrnao, and federal regulations 
36CFR part 60. l_f a majority of private property owners objects, the district will not be listed. 



I John Moylan Michigan Ave. LaPorte, In. 46350 object to the 
National Register l sed by the LaPorte Historic Presertration 
Commission. Signed ,t'.-4-::....!....,c.J...+.--cµ..i=,;.>,J.1,u:.;,.e-,C->,l.-- May lBth,2012 
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May 21, 2012 

Mary Jane Thomas - Director of Community Development and Planning 
La Porte Historic Preservation Commission 
801 Michigan Avenue 
La Porte, IN 46350 

Re: Objection to National Register Listing 

I do not wish to have my property listed in the National Register. 
I am the President of R.M.F. Limited that is the sole owner of 
the property located at 1101 Indiana Ave., La Porte, IN. As President 
I have the authority to make any and all decisions pertaining to this 
property. 

If you have any questions please direct them to me in writing at 
my home address 8341 N. Mary's Lane, La Porte, IN 46350-7027 . 

. , 

' ')I I ! ) 
.'::>,J ,_,'._, 

Sincerely, 
R.M.F. Limited ~ / 1 ,, 

/1J/Mttl/4~lfe 
Margita Froehlk£: President 

.JJfrP 7-2-1--13 

S'/Zl ro 
,,.--. 

(Y\0:-..-~ ~ ' \-f-€-o/ 



May 16, 2012 

To: LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission 

From: Joanna L. Green 

Re: 902 Michigan Ave. property 

I am the sole owner of 902 Michigan Ave. LaPorte, IN 46350 and I do not want my 
property listed on the National Register of Historic Places. I object to the listing of 902 
Michigan Ave. LaPorte, IN 46350. 

Sincerely, 



First United Methodist hurch 
1225 Michigan Avenue 

La Porte, Indiana 46350-3583 

Ph: (219) 362-2443 Fax: (219) 326-1044 

Web Site: laportefumc.org 

La Porte Historic Preservation Commission 
Ms. Mary Jane Thomas 
Director of Community Development and Planning 
801 Michigan Avenue 
La Porte, IN 46350 

May 30, 2012 

Re: The listing of First United Methodist Church of La Porte on the National Register of Historic 
Places · 

Our congregation is very proud of our Church structure at 1225 Michigan Avenue, and we are 
pleased to be a part of this historic neighborhood. 

Our church home is a beautiful building, designed by famed local architect, George W. Allen, and 
is a tribute to the members of the congregation who have loved and cared for it since its 
construction in 1927 and 1928. 

In addition to the church building itself, we also own the parking lot and three houses adjacent to 
the property. Our future plans include necessary changes to these houses to meet ministry needs. 

At the present time, we do not wish any of the church property to be included in the National 
Registry. The future needs of the congregation could require substantial changes to the present 
building, and adjacent properties, and we would not want to be limited in any way. 

Thank you for your time and efforts on behalf of the La Porte community. 

Michael Liberatore 
Chair Trustees 

_,.,.~ 
--~ / / 

~ 
Evan Lash 
Pastor 
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Staff Review of the Nomination 
of the Indiana and Michigan Avenuess Historic District 

to the National Register of Historic Places 

Historic Name of Property: Indiana and Michigan Avenuess Historic District 

District Boundaries: 

Beginning on the west side of the street at Indiana A venue, at the southeast comer of 
1800 Indiana A venue, continue a line west to the southwest comer of 1800 Indiana 
A venue. Tum north and continue in a line north to the south edge of Maple A venue. 
Tum east and continue in a line east, crossing Indiana A venue, to the northeast comer of 
907 Indiana A venue. Tum south and continue in a line south to the north side of 
Harrison Street. Tum east and continue in a line east, crossing Michigan A venue, to the 
northeast comer of 1001 Michigan A venue. Tum south and continue in a line south to 
the north property line of 105 Warwick A venue. Tum east and continue in a line east to 
the northeast comer of 103 Warwick A venue. Tum south and continue in a line south to 
the southeast comer of 106 Warwick A venue. Tum west and continue in a line west to 
the east property line of 1509 Michigan Avenue. Tum south and continue in a line south 
to the north edge of Kingsbury A venue. Tum southwest and continue in a line southwest 
with the north edge of Kingsbury A venue to the east edge of Indiana A venue. Tum north 
and continue in a line north to a point directly east of the southeast comer of 1800 
Indiana A venue. Tum west and continue in a line west, crossing Indiana A venue, to the 
southeast comer of 1800 Indiana A venue, or the point of beginning. 

Date of Review: May 15, 2012 

Case History 

The LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission in partnership with the local preservation 
group People Engaged in Preservation (PEP) and Indiana Landmarks and a grant from 
Partners in Preservation initiated the nomination of the Indiana and Michigan A venues 
Historic District in LaPorte, Indiana. With assistance from Indiana Landmarks and the 
City of LaPorte Historic Preservation Commission (Commission) the enclosed 
nomination has been prepared, reviewed and hereby submitted. As a Certified Local 
Government (CLG), the Commission was required to review the nomination and 
determine the eligibility of this district in accordance with criteria established by the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, the enclosed nomination is now 
formally submitted for action by the State Review Board. 

Criteria for Evaluation 

In order to be considered eligible for inclusion in the National Register, a historic 
property should be at least 50 years old and must be a possess local, state, or national 
significance in relation to at least one of these following criteria: 



Criteria A 

Criteria B 

Criteria C 

Criteria D 

is associated with the events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history; or 

is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic 
values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction; or 

has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by 
religious institutions or used for religious purposes, structures which have been moved 
from their original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties commemorative 
in nature, and properties which have received significance within the last 50 years, shall 
not be considered eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will 
qualify if they are integral parts of historic districts which meet the criteria or if they fall 
within the categories established by the National Park Service as Criteria 
Consideration/Exemptions. 

Evaluation of the Nomination 

The Indiana and Michigan A venues Historic District is located along Indiana and 
Michigan A venues on the south side of LaPorte, Indiana. The district encompasses 
several blocks between roughly Maple A venue on the north side of the district and 
Kingsbury Avenue on the south side of the district. Within the district are some of the 
city's finest homes representative of styles from the second half of the 19th Century and 
first half of the 20th Century. The district is relatively flat with large mature shade trees 
lining the streets. Indiana A venue and Michigan A venue are both wide thoroughfares; 
the side streets are narrower. Concrete sidewalks line the streets with a tree lawn 
between the street and the walk. While the district is predominantly residential in nature 
and use, there are a few churches located in the district, as well as the city's Carnegie 
Library located at the north end of the district on Indiana A venue. A few residences have 
been converted to office and retail, and a few newer commercial buildings are also 
located in the district 

The district is considered a contributing site due to the character of the mature tree-lined 
avenues, and general feel of the area due to the density and integrity of the building line. 
The largely intact architectural features of individual homes, and the mature landscaping 
around the homes, also enhance the general character of the area as an identifiable 
neighborhood. 

As elaborated further in the full nomination, The Indiana and Michigan A venuess 
Historic District derives its primary significance from the architecture of the district. The 



district contains some of the best examples of architectural styles during the period of 
significance within the City of LaPorte. Styles range from early Gothic and Greek 
Revival examples to Italianate and impressive Queen Anne styles, and include later 
Tudor Revival and impressive Colonial Revival examples. The styles show not only a 
range of impressive architecture, but also the development of the city over a period of 
time, and in prosperity. The district also represents the development of residential 
districts in Midwestern towns as it is connected to the increase in prosperity due to 
industrial and commercial growth. Finally, the district also is important due to its 
connection to an accomplished architect with local significance, George Wood Allen. 

Staff Comments 

Staff has evaluated the submitted nomination according to procedures, policies, 
standards, and criteria established by the National Park Service and the Division of 
Historic Preservation & Archaeology pursuant to Certified Local Government and 
applicable federal regulations. The contextual development, format, supplementary 
documentation, and information presented are considered accurate and appropriately 
executed. Staff has also determined that Indiana and Michigan Avenuess Historic 
District meets the applicable criteria as defined in this review and considers the area, as 
delineated by the justified boundaries, to be eligible for inclusion in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

As set forth in 36 CFR, Part 60; staff has notified the property owner of the nomination 
via individual letters and a notice published in The LaPorte Dispatch along with personal 
contact made by members of the Commission and People Engaged in Preservation. 
Public officials and interested parties have been notified by letter of the pending 
nomination. All have been given the opportunity to provide the Commission written 
comments or objections. 

Staff Recommendations 

It is recommended that the State Historic Review Board concur with staff that the subject 
district meets the criteria for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. In 
addition, staff requests that the Commission direct staff to submit the appropriate report 
to Mayor Blair Milo for her concurrence, in compliance with Indiana's Certified Local 
Government regulations. 
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La Porte Historic Preservation Commission 
801 Michigan A venue 
La Porte, Indiana 46350 
219-362-8260 

CITY OF LA PORTE IDSTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday June 6, 2012 
4:00 P.M. 

City Hall, Council Chambers 

A meeting of the City of La Porte Historic Preservation Commission ("Commission") was held at the La 
Porte City Hall, Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Avenue, La Porte, Indiana on Wednesday, June 6, 
2012, at 4:00 P.M. ("Local Time"), pursuant to notice duly given in accordance with the rules of the 
Commission and the Indiana Open Door Law. 

This meeting was called to order at 4:01 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

Ron McAtee led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

On call of the roll, the members of the Commission were shown to be present or absent as follows: 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Diane Noe, Beatrice Owen, Tim Stabosz, Clara Lawrence, and Neill 
Doherty. 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mike Lancioni, Cathy Eldridge 

GUESTS PRESENT: Paul Hayden and Todd Zeiger, Indiana Landmarks; Mary Jane Thomas, 
Director of Community Development & Planning; Councilman Ron 
McAtee, City Council Liaison; Mason Fleisher, Associate Member of 
Historic Preservation Commission. 

MINUTES: Clara moved and Bea seconded to accept minutes from May 2, 2012 
meeting with correction to strike the sentence referring to the table linens 
for the awards presentation. Unanimously carried. 

HEARING OF VISITORS: None. 

CLAIMS: None. 

DEMOLITION REPORT: None. (See Sec. 106 review below) 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT: None. 



TREASURER'S REPORT: Previous balance reported at $1,971.32. 

OLD BUSINESS: A. Historic Awards Ceremony: The consensus was that the event was 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a rousing success, affording great media visibility to the Commission 
and its mission, and to give appropriate recognition to the stalwart 
individuals who have made a difference for preservation in La Porte. All 
certificates were mailed to winners and nominees who were unable to 
attend. Diane reported major expenses as $180 to Cookery TT, $60 for 
invitations, and Al's floral at $48.15. Diane donated additional floral 
arrangement. [Tim Stabosz noted during the event how beautiful the 
table "spread", and floral arrangements were.] Donation also received of 
$50 from Dr. Gorecki, and his family, on Michigan Avenue. 

B. Indiana Michigan Avenues Proposed National Register District: 
Mary Jane reported approximately two hundred (200) notices went out: 
thirty (30) returned as undeliverable, ten (10) objected, two (2) 
supported. Required public hearing to be held at the La Porte County 
Library at 6:00 pm today. 

C. Recording of local designations with La Porte County: Mary Jane 
reported that the City Attorney is working on affidavits, that will allow 
the designation to be "attached" to each individual property, so that any 
properly done title search will "bring up" the designation. The County is 
to make all necessary filings, at no additional cost to the City or 
Commission. 

A. Bronze "designated historic property" plaques: The Commission 
is currently out of plaques, with the last one given to PEP for its 1008 
Michigan designated property. Bob Cutler, of Cutler Funeral Home, had 
sourced the plaques in the past. Upon Mary Jane's inquiry with Mr. 
Cutler, it was determined the cost would be $233 per plaque, plus 
shipping. The only change is to change the name to "Historic 
Preservation Commission," from "Historic Review Board." The 
dimensions to remain the same: 8.75" by 5.75". There may be a 
possible discount for 8-10 or more signs. 

B. Review of Design Review Guidelines: Tim moved and Bea 
seconded to form a subcommittee consisting of Tim and Neill, plus staff 
involvement from Mary Jane and Paul. Unanimously carried. Tim 
Stabosz suggested a media piece announcing the Commission's intent to 
review its standards, to be shared with the committee, before release. 
Members concurred. 

Separately, Diane and Bea will be overseeing a review of the process 
and procedures specific to filling-out a COA. There is a desire to have 
the application on the website, as a form that can be submitted on-line. 
Bea also expressed the need for more detail in the guidelines book of 
what the process of applying for a COA is all about. 

C. 102 First Street COA for roof replacement: Nicole and Joe 
Marusak. Cottage red shingles, architectural style. Pre-authorized by 
Paul Hayden, based on "emergency" situation. Bea moved and Neill 
seconded to approve the COA. Unanimously carried. 



D. Section 106 review for 719 Rose, 1203 Farrand, and 312 
Roosevelt: Paul Hayden indicated that he does not always make site 
visits, but judges the structures based upon their historic merits in the 
photos, which is the purpose of the review. When Councilman McAtee 
indicated that the lots remaining from any house demolitions could 
possibly be donated to Habitat for Humanity, Tim Stabosz, while 
acknowledging the lack of any material historic significance of the three 
(3) houses, expressed concern about the structures that may replace what 
is proposed to be tom down. Mary Jane suggested Tim contact the 
Board of Works with his concerns, since they would be responsible for 
the disposition of the properties. Tim expressed particular concerns 
about the house at Rose and Ludlow, noting the area itself is historic, 
with a very significant circa 1860 house across the street on Tecumseh. 
Tim expressed concern of the quality of houses that Habitat for 
Humanity is building in the City of La Porte, and that their "low slung" 
nature is often scaled improperly for areas of historic homes. Neill 
expressed strong objections to the quality of the structures that Habitat 
built in the historic neighborhood on "F" Street. Paul Hayden suggested 
there had been an improvement in the kind of housing that Habitat had 
been constructing in South Bend, from its earlier days. One member 
suggested a possible conversation with Habitat. Tim suggested that it 
was the Commission's responsibility to oversee the quality of the 
architectural fabric of the City, and that if the City is being a force for 
tearing down houses that results in a "net negative," in terms of what 
replaces what is tom down, in historic areas, that is a bad policy choice, 
which he strongly objected to. Bea moved and Tim seconded to give 
Section 106 approval for demolition of two (2) houses: 312 Roosevelt 
and 1203 Farrand. (The 719 Rose structure was excluded, primarily 
because of Tim's concern about its potential to be donated to Habitat for 
Humanity, with the risk of a historically inappropriate structure being 
constructed on what he described as "a highly prominent comer" in the 
City. Tim stated that the City had an interest in utilizing the Code 
Enforcement Department to compel more of these kinds of houses to be 
renovated, rather that tom down.) 

E. Strategic planning review and recap (Diane Noe): 
1. Possible Designations of Houses: No designations year-to-date. 

Karen Matthews of 1111 Jefferson A venue wishes to have her 
house designated. Tim to follow-up. 

2. National Register District: Up for approval tonight. 
3. Continuing Education: Neill attended workshop. Other 

members attended events in South Bend, Nappanee, and 
Mishawaka. 

4. Public Relations: Several articles in the Herald-Argus by Matt 
Fritz. What's New La Porte has also had excellent coverage. 
The Commission's award ceremony gave high visibility 

5. Packet for Historic Homeowners 
6. Complete and Submit COA on internet: Good idea or bad? 

Currently, there is an electronic form, but one must use pen and 
ink. Need form that one can type in directly. Bea says this 
would be a timesaver for the homeowner. Todd says the forms 
need to be submitted to one person, so there is accountability. 
There needs to be a point of official receipt. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

7. Communication with Elected Officials: HPC President has 
attended City Council meetings. Council members have been 
given design guidelines. 

8. Celebrate Historic La Porte signs: Signs placed in HPC 
members' lawns for Historic Preservation Month. 

9. Meeting moved from 5 pm to 4 pm. 

F. Treasurer: It was discussed that the treasurer, Mr. Lancioni, has had 
a less that 25% attendance rate, since February 2011. Cathy Eldridge 
has stated a willingness to serve as Treasurer. Neill moved and Bea 
seconded to appoint Cathy Eldridge, replacing Mike Lancioni, as 
Treasurer. Unanimously carried. 

A. Symposium with Donovan Rypkema: June 14th in Richmond, 
Indiana. 

B. "Stroll Through The Avenues": Bea indicated that the City is 
almost out of the "Stroll Through The A venues" brochures, and that 
getting the parties involved together for a reprinting is a "must." Diane 
indicated that a "cell phone" walking tour should also be reconsidered, 
which could include more properties that the walking tour brochure. 

Bea moved and Neill seconded to recess at 5:06 pm. Unanimously carried. The meeting was reconvened 
by Diane Noe at 6:08 pm at the La Porte County Public Library. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

GUESTS PRESENT: 

Diane Noe, Beatrice Owen, and Tim Stabosz. Neill Doherty arrived at 
6:35 pm. 

Paul Hayden and Todd Zeiger, Indiana Landmarks; Mary Jane Thomas, 
Director of Community Development & Planning; Councilman Ron 
McAtee, City Council Liaison; Councilman Cary Kirkham; 
Approximately 25-30 members of the public. 

A. Paul Hayden reviewed what National Register is, and what it is not: 
• Communities with large number of historic properties have 

higher housing values. 
• Contrasting National Register with local districting. 
• National Register is a good tool for marketing and tourism. 
• Rehab tax credits are available. 
• With any grant application, you look for advantages. National 

Register is one. 

B. Diane Noe formally opened the public hearing portion of the 
meeting. A number of members of the public spoke, and asked 
questions. 

C. Councilman McAtee and Todd Zeiger both noted that National 
Register, with regard to Indiana A venue, would protect from urban 
renewal or "inappropriate" street widening. It gives a higher level of 
local oversight with regard to State and Federal roadway projects. 
Mr. McAtee indicated that Tiffany Bley, Downtown Director, talked 
about this enhancing tourism for La Porte. 



D. Mary Jane Thomas indicated written correspondence received as 
follows: 

• Pickford at 1505 Michigan - Objects 
• Christine McShane at 1519 Michigan - Objects 
• Patricia Ann Jonusas at 1708 Michigan- Objects 
• Nadine Dunk at 1012 Indiana - Objects (Objection retracted 

at meeting) 
• Simerlein at 1022 Indiana- Objects 
• Gil Fairchild at 1016 Indiana - Objects 
• William and Barbara Moore at 1532 Michigan - Objects 
• Margita Froelke at 1101 Indiana- Objects 
• John Moylan at 1710 Michigan- Objects 
• Joanna Green at 902 Michigan- Objects 
• First United Methodist Church- Objects (Objection not 

notarized, as required) 
• Elecia Feasel at 308 Warwick- Supports 
• Jim Rodgers at 1702 Michigan - Supports 

Diane Noe declared the public hearing closed. 

Tim Stabosz moved and seconded by Neill Doherty that the Historic Preservation Commission of the 
City of La Porte recommend approval of the establishment of the Indiana and Michigan A venues 
National Register Historic District, and that the recommendation be sent on to the State Historic 
Preservation office for its approval. Unanimously carried. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business, move to adjourn by Bea and seconded 
by Neill; unanimously carried. 

Next meeting: Next regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday July 11, 2012 @4:00 p.m. City Hall 
Council Chambers. 
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July 28, 2014 

Carol D. Shull 
fnterim Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 11! 11 (Eye) Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20005 
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Re: Indiana and Michigan Avenues Historic District, LaPorte County, Indiana 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

Enclosed is a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Indiana and Michigan Avenues 
Historic District, LaPorte County, Indiana. The application was processed, approved, and forwarded to 
our office by the Certified Local Government of LaPorte, LaPorte County, Indiana. The Indiana 
Historic Preservation Review Board reviewed the application and voted to recommend its approval to 
the National Register of Historic Places . 

The enclosed disk contains the true and correct copy of the nomination for the Indiana and Michigan 
Avenues Historic District (LaPorte County, Indiana) to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Please address any questions you or your staff may have about this nomination to my National Register 
staff members, Paul Diebold or Holly Tate. 

Sincerely, 

Cameron F. Clark 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CFC:PCD:pcd 

enclosure: nomination package 

The DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preser;,e and wisely use nature.', 
cu/turai and recreational resources for the benefit o! Jndiane 's cirizens 
through p rofessional leadership , mam1geme11t and edt1c11ticn. 

www.DNR.IN.gov 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 
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