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Situated on the northwest corner of Second Street and Capitol Avenue in Frankfort, 
Kentucky, the Gooch House lies just south of the Kentucky River on the fringe 
of the residential area of South Frankfort (see photo 1). A separate community 
until its merger with Frankfort proper in 1850, present-day South. Frankfort 
comprises a collection of modest turn-of-the-century residences, including 
numerous one- and two-story T-plans and some 1920s and *30s bungalows. The 
major portion of Second Street is now lined with gas stations, liquor 
stores, a chain grocery and other such intrusive elements which contrast with 
the quiet ambience of the South Frankfort neighborhood. Capitol Avenue, a 
broad boulevard known as Main Street until the early twentieth century, stretches south­ 
ward for five blocks from the Kentucky River to the state capitol, linking 
that building with Frankfort's commercial district (listed on the National Register 
May 10, 1979) on the north side of the Kentucky River.

Constructed during the 1890s, the Gooch House is a 2 1/2-story, frame Queen 
Anne structure embodying the irregular massing and asymmetrical facade typical 
of the period (see photos 2 and 3). The main (.south) facade reveals a gable- 
roofed section displaying fish-scale shingles, louvered ventilators, and a multi- 
paned window. All windows are straight-headed with bracketed cornice strips 
accented by scalloped trim and bulls-eye molding. In the upper sash, the muntins 
are arranged in simple geometric patterns,

A highly decorative wooden verandah wraps around the front and sides of the 
house, extending to the projecting section on the east elevation which contains 
a bay window. Elaborately turned posts and scrolled trim with brackets 
adorn the verandah, adding to the rich variety of forms incorporated in the 
design (see photos 4 and 5). The steeply-pitched, multi-gabled roof is 
composed of hexagonal shingles and displays numerous finials, the most ornate 
of which is atop the front gable. Tall, panelled chimneys with corbelled collars 
project from the roofline.

The interior retains the original woodwork including molded trim, chairrail, wain­ 
scoting, and a plaster relief cornice (see photos 6, 7, 8, and 9). However, the 
mantles have been removed although the hearth tiles and those in the fireplace 
surround remain. A majority of the original light fixtures and hardware survive 
as well (see photo 10). Double parlors are located off the entrance hall which in 
turn gives access to the dining room with the kitchen and pantry located at the 
rear of the house. The second floor contains four bedrooms and a bathroom.

The nomination consists of the rectangular corner lot containing the house and 
a frame garage to the rear.
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Located at the busy intersection of Second Street and Capitol Avenue, the Gooch 
House displays a'high -quality of design and an abundance of architectural 
detail which render it the most outstanding structure of its type in 
Frankfort and among the finest of Franklin County's historic buildings. Even 
in a community that has an abundance of noteworthy structures spanning the 
full range of nineteenth century styles (including two historic districts 
listed on the National Register, and another proposed district) the picturesque 
qualities and visual richness of this Queen Anne house make it unique in 
Frankfort.

Furthermore, the Gooch House occupies a strategic location on the edge of 
residential South Frankfort. Virtually surrounded by incompatible modern 
commercial and business establishments along Second Street, the Gooch House 
is the only remaining late nineteenth century building of significance 
bordering the northern edge of South"Frankfort. The house also serves to 
anchor the northern terminus of Capitol Avenue, South Frankfort's major 
north-south thoroughfare. Due in part to its highly visible location, the 
Gooch House has become a community landmark, and more recently, a 
rallying point for the local preservation group. Preservationists and 
residents of the area see the building as threatened because the corner lot 
is considered by some to be a prime site for expanded commercial 
development. This would not only destroy one of Frankfort's more 
important buildings but would further encroach upon the South Frankfort 
neighborhood.

Constructed during the 1890s, the Gooch House derives its name from George 
R. and Sarah Elizabeth Gooch who purchased the building in 1919 and in whose 
family the house remained until 1978.1 Although George Gooch died shortly 
after purchasing the property, his wife continued to reside there and operated 
a boarding house in her home known as the Green Hedges Tourist Home. This 
boarding house functioned throughout the better part of the twentieth century 
and helped establish the building as a local landmark.
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In addition, the Gooch House was the residence of Rebecca Gooch who founded 
the popular Rebecca-Ruth Candies in partnership with Ruth Hanly Booe. The 
business was begun in the early twentieth century and is now well-known 
throughout the state for the bourbon-flavored confections it produces. 
Rebecca Gooch withdrew from the partnership in 1929, but her name remains part 
of the firmf s trademark. The candy is still manufactured in Frankfort within 
one block from the Gooch House.

   The unoccupied property is currently held in trust pending the settlement 
of the estate of Rowland Gooch.
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