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The Ham lton Historic District runs i na northeasterly-southwesterly
direction for approxi mtely three-quartersof amle along Bay Road (Route | A)
and contains 62.10 acres. There areno cross roads i nthedistrict but two
streets lead of f of i t: Paddock Lane on t he east side and Cutler Road farther
north ont hewest side. Tall trees, |lowstone walls, hedges, and picket and
wi de board fences border theroad on either side. There i sa sem -circular

driveway |eadingtothelarge Colonial Revival Town Hall. The one comercial
structure i nthearea, theformer village store, now contains thelocal post
office and an antique shop with a residence above. The building still retains

its country store appearance with a covered veranda rtming t hewi dth of the
facade.

There aretwenty houses i nthedistrict, ranging i nage fromtheearly
ei ghteenth through t henineteenth century. Al | areprivately owied and pre-
sently occupied, i nexcellent condition. Large barns flank many of the two-
or three-story structures, nost of which areclapboard with shuttered wi ndows
Four of t hedwellings and t hechurch have been noved back fromoriginal sites
on thestreet and turned end on, creating spacious green lawns intermittently
anong t hehouses |eft standii)<* near t heroad. Eighteen of t hedwellings were
built before 1872, one i nIBASand one i n1900. Boundaries for thehistoric
district were made along back | ot [ines wherever possible.

The district also includes, besides thestore (c. 1840) and t he Town Hal ]
(1898) already mentioned, theHamlton Cenetery (1706), Hamilton Village Geeij,
an early cobbler's shop (not visable fromthe street and used as a dwelling),
and t heCongregational Meeting House, first gathered i n1714, rebuilt i n 1762,
turned and again rebuilt i nGeek Revival style i n1843. The village (or nus-
tering) green i s nowa small triangle at thejunction of Bay Road and Cutl er
Road, -surrounded by t hechurch, cemetery and a dwelling that was formerly
an early tavern and thefirst post offilce.

e of theearliest homes (c. 1700) i nthehistoric district i sfound at
638 Bay Road. The house i sa wood-franed clapboard saltbox with the |arge
center chimey, small w ndows and pedi mented doorway typical of the period.

The W gglesworth-Cutler House at 624 Bay Road was built i n1714. I n 1790
athird story and | arge wing were added, resulting i nthepresent Federal
style structure, with a hip roof interrupted by two chimeys seti nfromt he
front and back, an enclosed entranceway with a small Palladi an wi ndow above
it and thethird story windows smaller than those on thefloors bel ow

An inposing Greek Rey/val house (pre-1850) at 621 Bay Road has pedi nent ec”
gabl es on each side eleva-dion and a three-bay facade divided by pilasters
The center bay contains t heporticoed entrance, topped by a balustrade and a
smal | center pediment set above t hedeep cornice.

The Town Hall (1895-98) i sa large and inpressive Col onial Ile'vi
ture, with thefive-bay center sectionset forward fromthethree-bay wr m_
at each side. The three center windows on t he second floor, arched as .is
entrance door and two flanking wi ndows, have a deep pedi mented gable above . ,
them The roofs arehipped on all three sections and crowned over thecenter”
section by @ balustrade and a small cupola. The second floor wintfcws j""Ti""o
wi ngs have small triangular pediments above them heavy dentil tI?%hiv topgQttSit]j
cornice aroilnd theentire building. . X/ »

The stucco house at 568 Bay Road, built by Maxwell Norman i n
the nost recent i nthedistrict., Though®not academic, many of i ts features
(continued)
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7. Description (continued) - HAMLTONH STORIC DI STRICT

reflect theColonial Revival style, particularly thetwo-story section con-
taining -the entranceway, which i sset forward from themin block and has a
classical pedinented gable, corner pilasters and a broken pedi ment overt he
door. The house i sset onthecrest of ahill and thesite contains |arge
shade trees, evergreen groves and a pond.

The bal ance of thearchitecturei nthedistrict is minly Geek Revival,
with some bracketed additions. Hamlton Center remmins very nmuch as i t was

shown on early maps of 1856, 1872 and 1884; t he atnosphere i sstill that of a
residential, rural small town.
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Ham lton's Historic District includes -the conpact section on Bay Road
dRoute | A) from #540 through #700-,:on t hewesterly side and from #563 through
#641 on t heeasterly side. This i s old HamIton Center, fromwhich thepre-
sent town developed. Here were t hedwellings of theleaders and prom nent
citizens of thetown, themeting house, thetown green, thecenetery, the
post office, thetavern, thestore and theblacksmth's shop.
The town history begins with that of Ipswich i nt heMissachusetts Bay
Col ony when, i n1633, John Wn-throp, Jr., son of t he Governor, nade t he
first permanent settlement there'and, i n1638, secured a deed tothe area
now enconpassing t hetowns of |pswich, Essex and Ham Iton from Mascononet,
saganore of t he Agawam | ndi ans. The area now Hamilton was called The Haml et
the sou-thern or Third Parish of Ipswich, after theparish established its
own church i nl1714. The Ham et separated entirely from | pswich i n1793 when
it was incorporated as a town and named for Al exander Hamlton, theAnerican
statesman. The first recorded land grant i nThe Haml et area was t o Matthew
VWi pple i n1638. Bay Road (originally called Main Street) was laid out
through his land i n1640; along this road thevillage of Ham|ton was de-
veloped. Due t ot hetopography and agricultural interests, therg are even
today no parallel back roads i nthis area. Pres\ined t obe -the first state
hi ghway. Bay Road becane -the post road and soon ranfrom H ngham through
Boston t o Newbury. The nane was officially changed from Main Street t oBay
Road i n1953 for historical and traditional reasons.

The first meeting, house.- was built i n1714 and by then thefirst minis-
ter. Rev. Samuel W ggleswo:”h, had already conpleted his dwelling next to it
The Wi pple home, also a -tavern, was on t heother side and t he cenetery was
across -the road. The village green next tothechurch was thesite of the
mustering place for all military activities and cerenonies.

The tenure of thefirst twomnisters. Rev. Wggleswor-th and Rev. Cut-
ler, spanned nore -than 100 yea‘its at t he same church (1714-1768 and 1771-
1823). The Rev. Manasseh Cutler, LL.D. (1742-1823), who lived at 624 Bay
Road, won national recognition for his work for theChio Conpany of Asso-
ciates i nitsdealings with Congress for -the purchase of land withinthe
Nor-thwest Territory i nGhio, and for his contribution totheOrdinance of
1787 governing that territory. A Massachusetts Bay Colony Tercentenary
Commi ssion marker indicates thespot outside his house from which a conpany
of local nen (nunbered by Chio among it s"original forty-eight pioneers")
left with a covered supply wagon on Decenber 3, 1787 -to establish the first
permanent settlement i nChio at Mariettai n 1788.

The town's first public library was establishedi n1890 i n"the3rd
(continued)
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Felt, Joseph B. History of |pswich, Essex and Ham Iton. Ipswich, 1966

Safford, Daniel "Hamlton", History of Essex County, DH Hurd, Phila., 1888

Sprague, Geo. H AMHistory of theFirst Congregational Church of Ham|ton,
1714-1964 Salem 1964

Cutler, Wh P. Life, Journals and Correspondence of Rev. Manasseh Cutler,LLD
Cincinnati, Onhio, 1888

Town of Ham Iton -Vi'tai Records and Town Reports

1893 Cel ebration of t he 100th Anniversary of thelncorporation of the Town
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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NE 42 37 23" 70 50 47
SE c 42 36 56 70 51 05
oW 42 37 OJh 70 51 36
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.UNTY: ~ JrN g ~973

NATIOP, AL
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Elizabeth R Amadon, Regional Director

ORGANIZATION

Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
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CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Boston 02108 Massachusetts T775~~
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTtFICATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

727-8470
4/ 11/ 72

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended Preservation
. L. ) . . . Director, Otlice ol Archeology am
level of significance of this nominationis:
iational - State - Local H
Date
ATTEST:

F.X. DAVOREN, secretary of the
wealth, Ch. of the Massachusetts
"MW Historical Commiooion

ler of The Natfonal/Register

Date Decenber 1, 1972
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8. Significance -

Ham I ton Historic District (continued)

room back on t heleft

side" of t hehouse of John L. Wodberry (588 Bay Road).
In 1898 t helibrary was noved into thenewly built Town Hall

across theroad.
In March of 1972 this area was made an Historic District by unani mous
vote of t hetownspeopl e of Ham |ton.
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40 fieacon Street

January 2, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Att: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED NAI L
Dear Jerry:
Encl osed i sa National Register siibmssionfor:

Essex County, Ham lton, Ham lton Historic District
This has been declared elegible for submssion by t he Massachusetts
Historical Commi ssion, theState Review Board, and ha««i been signed
by Secretary of t he Conmonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the

Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion and designated the State Liason
Officer.

Cordially,
5/\
Robert B. Rettig

Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

Enc-
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