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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Randall went through several development phases.

The post was established in 1856 and was built of log structures,
reputedly enclosed by a stockade.

In }@71, the log structures were torn down and replaced by frame buildings.
In 1880, still more frame buildings were added to the post. The post was
abandoned in 1892.

Today, only one of the post's structures has substantial standing remains.
This is a chapel and lodge-hall, built by the I.0.0.F. members in 1875.
Foundation ruins and cellars outline the post-1871 parade ground.

The stone-masonary shell of the 1875 chapel is the most picturesque
feature of the post today. This structure has been stabilized and
protectively fenced.

There are a number of interpretive markers on the site. These were placed
there in recent years by the South Dakota Historical Society.

At the west end of the tract, on a terrace at the foot of "target hill",
lies the old post cemetery. Most military burials were removed to Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas after the post was abandoned. Several military
burials remain along with a number of graves of civilian employees,
Indian Scouts and military dependents.

The post lies adajcent U.S. Highway 18. The chapel and foundations are
visible from that lhighway, and the Corps of Engineers road network
gives ready access to the site. The Historical Society markers already -
there form a base for very effective interpretive development for a
large visitation.
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‘STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Fort Randall was established as the main U.S. outpost on the upper
Missouri River in the wake of hostilities with the Sioux (Dakota)
Indians in 1854-55. It served longer as a continuously occupied
military post than any other post on the upper river.

The post served as a major base for operations against the Sioux in
1863, 13864, and 1865.

It was one of the chain of posts that surrounded the Sioux country

from 1865 to 1876. The campaign of 1876 substantially ended the military
aspect of the regiomal "Indian question". But the post continued to
provide the security by assuring Federal presence to settlers who flocked
into newly opened lands in the region.

After its abandonment, the post furnished a wealth of construction waterial
for farms and ranches that were springing up in the vicinity.

We believe that the site has very strong national significance, as
perhaps the post of greatest overall importance on the upper Missouri
River for the longest period of time. |
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Qutline Description of the Posts and Stations of Troops in the

Military Division of Missouri, Chicago, 107(l.
Same as above, new edition with more material, Chicago, 1872.

Linda W. Slaughter, "Fort Randall," Collections of the State
Historical Society of North Dakota, Volume 1, Pages 423-h29, 1906.

John E. Mills, Historic Sites Archeology in the Fort Randall Reservoir,

South Dakota, R. B. Papers #16, BAE Bulletin 176, 1960.
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