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1. Name
higoric ~ Knowlton Hat Factory

and/or common

2. Location

Kartiganer Hat Factory

Srest & numba 154 Main Street

city, town Upton N/A vicinity of
state ~ Massachusetts code 025 county
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status
district A public A occupied
X building(s) private unoccupied
Sructure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object N/A in process X yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

being considered

4. Owner off Property

name Milhaus Associates

Sreet & number 23 Central Avenue

Lynn N/A vicinity of

city, town

For HCRS use only
received “pg c g

date entei

congressional district

Worcester

Present Use
agriculture

commercial
educational
entertainment
government

industrial
military

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regidiry of deeds, etc.
street & number

city, town Worcester

Worcester Registry of Deeds

2 Mai n Street Courthouse

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Assets
titte of the Gonmonweal th. #9

date

1981

depogitory for survey records

city, town Boston

Massachusetts Historical

. federal

Conm ssi on

sState

al
LJ

N/A not for publication

3d

027

code

museum
park

private residence
religious

scientific

transportation,

other: corrniiunity o8p-

Mass.

state Mass.

has this property been determined elegible?

X

sState

sState

.yes .no

county local

Mass.



[ Descrlptlon Knowl t on Hat Factory. 134 Main Street, Upton

Condi tion Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered _X_ original site .
good rui ns altered nmoved date A
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Know ton Hat Factory is located on Main Street in the village of Vst Upton,
bounded on the east by Hartford Avenue and on the west by Centennial Court and Farm
Street. The property occupies 521 acres of land, sloping nearly 30 feet from
street grade at Main Street down to the southem edge of the site. Surrounding
this promnent conplex is a neighborhood of small-scale residential structures
associated with the manufactory.

The factory conplex today contains six major structures. All of the buildings

are brick, ranging fromone to six stories inheight. (The nunber of stories is

given as the naxi numnunber visible on any one side, usually that nunber seen on

the south (rear) elevation.) In itspresent state, the Knowton Hat Factory is the
product of two nmmjor periods of construction: the 1872 Main Street sections (Buildings
A B and Q and the 1908 rear additions (Buildings DE and the Upton GCommunity

Center), At l|east seven other mmjor structures existed on the site between 1840 and 1925
but have since been denolished. Brief descriptions of the extant structures follow.

Building B (1872), which lies parallel to Main Street wthout setback, is 4 stories
high and 3 bays by 11 bays large. [Itspaired rectangular w ndows have granite sills
and lintels; those on the facade are franmed by 2 story segnmental blind arches which
approach pilaster construction. Pairs of sawn wooden brackets support the slate-

tiled mansard stoiy. An interestingdesign feature of this building is its Qeen Alne-
styl e dorners, whose segnental arch w ndows are recessed within gabled and bracketed
frames. An incised scroll design decorates the dorners' pediments.

Building A (1872) is 3 stories high and 4 bays by 13 bays |arge, placed perpendicular
to and behind Building B Its segnental arch w ndows have granite sills and gauged
brick lintels; a bracketed com ce tops the walls. Above are a slate-tiled mansard
roof and dorner windows with flat com ce molding. Placed behind Building B the two
structures have recently been connected by a gl ass-enclosed wal kway.

The main section of Building C (1872) is a large 5-story structure placed perpendicular

to Main Street, on which i tfronts. The top story of the building is treated as a
mansard roof and is covered with slate tiles. Further articulating the box are segnental
arch windows with gauged brick lintels and granite sills, a com ce formed by a brick
corbel table and dentil course, and a tower on both the north and west sides. The 4-story
tower on the north facade connects Buildings B and C and contains the principal entrance,
which i s marked by a Queen Anne-style hood and segnental arch doorway. Attached to the
northwest comer of the main block is a small 2-story office; its 3-sided facade has

a flat roof and detailingsimlar to the main block.

Building E (1908), continuous with Building G is 5 stories high plus a basement. The
block has a flat, com ce-less roof, and its segnental arch w ndows have granite sills
and gauged brick lintels. A sixth floor was destroyed by the 1938 hurricane and was
never replaced.

Building D (1908) lies perpendicular to Building E to which i tis attached by a narrow
tower. The six story block (3 bays by 10 bays) culmnates in a corbelled com ce and
flat roof. Segnmental arch windows with granite sills and gauged brick lintels are
separted by w de piers.
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The Upton Community Center (1908) i s a small square structure of one stoiy, resting on

a fieldstone foundation. Under its flat roof aretall, segnental arch w ndows

with granite sills and gauged brick lintels. Althoughthe building has lost its com ce,
it remains a contributing structure onthe site.

The Know ton Hat Factory i s presently under renovation for use as rental housing
units. Alterations nade for this purpose have included replacenent of original

sash (much of which had seriously deteriorated), insertion of a new doorway on

the facade of Building B, the addition of a glass-enclosed wal knay between Buildings
A and B, and cleaning of the exterior brickwork.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture. relli gion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law SCl ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature SCU] pture
1600-1699 architecture education military socl aI./ .
1700-1799 art engineering music hurani tari an
2L. 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement phi | 0$0phy t heat er
~ X 1900- communications industry pol i ti cs/ gover nnent transportation
- invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1872, 1908 Bui | der/Architect Unknom

Staterment of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Knowl ton Hat Factory is significant for itsassociations with the growth of |ocal
manufacturing, for itsassociationwth a promnent manufacturer and devel oper, and
as an exanple of industrial architecturefrom the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
The conpl ex possesses integrity of location, design, setting, andmaterials, nmeeting
criteria AB and Cof the National Register.

W liam Know ton, a Boston native (1809-1886), entered the hat-making business i n1835.
His initial operation was established inthe Fay building in Upton Center. At that time,
local wonen braided straw i n their hones and brought the braids tothe Fay building,
where the hats were conpl et ed.

Around 1838-39, Knowlton relocated t oVWest Upton, built a hone, and purchased |and for

a new factorybuilding. The first structureto be used for naking hats here was

erected in 1840 and | ater tumed into a dormtory for the workers; this stucture i s

no longer standing. Machinery was introduced into the manufacturing process i n 1850,
boosting production significantly. Peak production occurred from the 1870s through

the 1890s. By the late 19th century, a New City office was opened, nmangged by Know ton's
son, Edwin. By 1925, Knowton's industry was valued at $610, 000, and by the m d-20th
century the Know ton Hat Fctor> was the |argest manufacturer of straw hats in the world.
During the factory's hey day, as many as two shi pments per day were sent out.

For decades the Know ton Hat Factory was the major enployer in Vst Upton and surrounding
communities. At thefactory's peak, i t enployed approximtely 800 people and brought
in female operatives from as far anay as Mai ne and Nova Scoti a.

The catalytic effect onthe local econony is evident in a nunber of ancillary businesses.
For exanple, a manufactory of hat boxes opened i n Upton and a railroad was constructed
through the town specifically toservice the hat-making industiy. I nthe 1890s, hat-
maki ng spread t othe nearby towns of Wst borough and F am ngham.

W lliam Knowlton i s also remenbered for his considerable contributionst othe physical
devel opnent of the commnity, Knowton erected housing for his operatives, a school,
store, church and hotel. A fire departnent was built near the conplex, and i n 1888
Knowl ton installed awater supply systemandbuilt a gas plant toprovide electricity.
An early experienent was thecattle farm Know ton established next tothefactorycirca
1847.

In 1925, the Know ton Hat Factory pased out of the famly in a sale tothe Merrinack Hat
Gonpany, who |ater sold toCharles Kartiganer. Hats were |ast produced here i n 1972 by
Lish Brothers Industries, who closed the shop.

The Know ton Hat Factory is apromnent landmark inthe village of Vst Upton, |ocated
directly on Main Street at abend inthe road. Despite itsindustrial function, the
conpl ex i s humani zed by it ssmall scale, asymetrical plan, and el aborate omamentati on.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

See attached continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property S.21

Quedangen.n.. Milford, Ma Quadrangle scale. 1:25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached sketch nap.

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N A code county code
state code county code
11« Form Prepared By

namefite Waxdy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Jeffrey Lechter, Design Alliance

organizetion Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae March 1, 1981
dregt & numbe 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Mass.

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

**IAthxeciitiA;r*ni rector. Nfassarlmsetts Ilisfnriral rnnnni nn date
For HCRSuse only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered In tlia - I
totloaal Hed&toB A

Aneeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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These features -- unusual for the building type -- enhance the factory's visual and
cultural connections with the surrounding area. The current adaptive re-use of the

property promses to maintain and strengthen the Know ton Hat Factory's historical
Inportance t o the community.



NPS Form 10 900-»

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service i For NPS use only
National Register off Historic Places f received
Inventory—Nomination Form 1date entered
Qntinuation sheet ltemnunber 9 Page

Bi bl i ography To Acconpany Statenent of Significance

M1l haus at Udton
Vst Ut on, Mhss.

1. "Utton, M\ 1735 - 1935", The Charlescraft Press, 1935, Val orous
Taft, Arba Thayer Wod, Reverend George S Ball, WIIiam Know ton:
This book was sponsored by descendants of four friends of the
Town' s second century.

2. "Making the Headlines", Merrimac Hat Corporation, Amesbury, My 1944,

3 "H storY of Wrcester Gounty, M; Volune |1, J. W Lew s & Gnpany,
EBI Idade phia, PA 1889; conpiled under the supervision of Hamlton
rd.

4. "The Industrial Devel opnent of Upton"; Address delivered by Mjor
George W Know ton, Jr., July 4, 1935.

5 "Sraw Hats", taken froma newspaper clipping 1899, author unknown.

6. Conversations with Nancy Beatty, President, Uton Historical Society,
Box 89, Wést Upton, M\ 01587, Septenber 3, 1981 and March 9, 1982

7. Conversations with Qtis Inman, Upton resident and Wton Historical
Society nenber on Mrch 9 and 26, 1982. (529-5292).
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1908 phot ographs provi ded by
Upton Historical Society
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EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET

Stat*. rn»nty A [TTA [ ~NNIN] - -

Federal Agency:

resubmission

nomination by person or local government
owner objection
-Appeal
Substantive Review: sample request
Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:
.Substantive

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

IN ha

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

PLACES

United StatM D*parttfMnt of th* Int»rior
National Park Sanrlea

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date.VEEB-L_im_
Date Dti«- :rivj/6i® — A-IN~is-.
Action: -i"CCEPT AN N2=-
Entered in tEa RETURN
National Eegister REJECT.
photos.Mi:r
iMpa t- )

appeal .NR decision

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date \
see continuation sheet

etechnical corrections cited below
reasons discussed below



























COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
mini | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HIQTORIr*A]| Boston, Massachusetts

nioO IVjni\~AML 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

April 22, 1982 Jr.)

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper AN

Nat i onal Regi ster of H storic Pl aces \f-\

National Park Service

Depart nment_of the I nteri or AVARR ‘oo et AL AN

Véshington, DC 20243 Yo-

Dear M. Shull:

Encl osed youwi |l find thefollowng nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Gafton - Wllard House and 0 ock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - The AdM Il Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (I ocal)

Needham - Tol man - Gy Hbuse élocalg _

Nei\-ton - Slade - Hovey House (local) p'sTier objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

-Uton - Know ton Hat Factory (local)

Wston - |saac Hobbs House (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Olvners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded t he opportunitytocomment. Conments received t o date
are attached t o1+e nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jemkii
Registratioir™irector
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

CYamf



