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1. Name 
historic Knowlton Hat Factory 

and/or common Kartiganer Hat Factory 

2. Location 

For HCRS use only 

received ^ p g c g 

date entei 

ai 
LJ 

street & number 154 Main Street N/A not for publication 

city, town Upton N/A vicinity of congressional district 3d 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
^ public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
N/A in process 

being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: corrniiunity cen-^ te r 

4. Owner off Property 

name Milhaus Associates 

street & number 23 Central Avenue 

city, town Lynn N/A vicinity of state Mass. 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester Registry of Deeds 

street & number 2 Main Street Courthouse 

city, town Worcester state Mass. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of Historic Assets 

title of the Commonwealth. #9 has this property been determined elegible? . yes . no 

date 1981 . federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission 

city, town Boston state Mass. 



7. Description Knowlton Hat Factory. 134 Main Street, Upton 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated _X_ unaltered _x_ original site . 
good ruins altered moved date '^'^ 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Knowlton Hat Factory is located on Main Street in the village of West Upton, 
bounded on the east by Hartford Avenue and on the west by Centennial Court and Farm 
Street. The property occupies 5.21 acres of land, sloping nearly 30 feet from 
street grade at Main Street down to the southem edge of the site. Surrounding 
this prominent complex is a neighborhood of small-scale residential structures 
associated with the manufactory. 

The factory complex today contains six major structures. A l l of the buildings 
are brick, ranging from one to six stories in height. (The number of stories is 
given as the maximum number visible on any one side, usually that number seen on 
the south (rear) elevation.) In i t s present state, the Knowlton Hat Factory is the 
product of two major periods of construction: the 1872 Main Street sections (Buildings 
A, B, and C) and the 1908 rear additions (Buildings D,E, and the Upton Community 
Center), At least seven other major structures existed on the site between 1840 and 1925 
but have since been demolished. Brief descriptions of the extant structures follow. 

Building B (1872), which lies parallel to Main Street without setback, is 4 stories 
high and 3 bays by 11 bays large. I t s paired rectangular windows have granite s i l l s 
and l i n t e l s ; those on the facade are framed by 2 story segmental blind arches which 
approach pilaster construction. Pairs of sawn wooden brackets support the slate-
t i l e d mansard stoiy. An interesting design feature of this building is i t s Queen Anne-
style dormers, whose segmental arch windows are recessed within gabled and bracketed 
frames. An incised scroll design decorates the dormers' pediments. 

Building A (1872) is 3 stories high and 4 bays by 13 bays large, placed perpendicular 
to and behind Building B. Its segmental arch windows have granite s i l l s and gauged 
brick l i n t e l s ; a bracketed comice tops the walls. Above are a slate-tiled mansard 
roof and dormer windows with f l a t comice molding. Placed behind Building B, the two 
structures have recently been connected by a glass-enclosed walkway. 

The main section of Building C (1872) is a large 5-story structure placed perpendicular 
to Main Street, on which i t fronts. The top story of the building is treated as a 
mansard roof and is covered with slate t i l e s . Further articulating the box are segmental 
arch windows with gauged brick l i n t e l s and granite s i l l s , a comice formed by a brick 
corbel table and dentil course, and a tower on both the north and west sides. The 4-story 
tower on the north facade connects Buildings B and C and contains the principal entrance, 
which is marked by a Queen Anne-style hood and segmental arch doorway. Attached to the 
northwest comer of the main block is a small 2-story office; i t s 3-sided facade has 
a f l a t roof and detailing similar to the main block. 

Building E (1908), continuous with Building C, is 5 stories high plus a basement. The 
block has a f l a t , comice-less roof, and i t s segmental arch windows have granite s i l l s 
and gauged brick l i n t e l s . A sixth floor was destroyed by the 1938 hurricane and was 
never replaced. 

Building D (1908) lies perpendicular to Building E, to which i t is attached by a narrow 
tower. The six story block (3 bays by 10 bays) culminates in a corbelled comice and 
f l a t roof. Segmental arch windows with granite s i l l s and gauged brick l i n t e l s are 
separted by wide piers. 
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The Upton Community Center (1908) is a small square structure of one stoiy, resting on 
a fieldstone foundation. Under i t s f l a t roof are t a l l , segmental arch windows 
with granite s i l l s and gauged brick l i n t e l s . Although the building has lost i t s comice, 
i t remains a contributing structure on the site. 

The Knowlton Hat Factory is presently under renovation for use as rental housing 
units. Alterations made for this purpose have included replacement of original 
sash (much of which had seriously deteriorated), insertion of a new doorway on 
the facade of Building B, the addition of a glass-enclosed walkway between Buildings 
A and B, and cleaning of the exterior brickwork. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L. 1800-1899 
_ X 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1872, 1908 Builder/Architect Unknom 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Knowlton Hat Factory is significant for i t s associations with the growth of local 
manufacturing, for i t s association with a prominent manufacturer and developer, and 
as an example of industrial architecture from the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The complex possesses integrity of location, design, setting, and materials, meeting 
c r i t e r i a A,B, and C of the National Register. 

William Knowlton, a Boston native (1809-1886), entered the hat-making business in 1835. 
His i n i t i a l operation was established in the Fay building in Upton Center. At that time, 
local women braided straw in their homes and brought the braids to the Fay building, 
where the hats were completed. 

Around 1838-39, Knowlton relocated to West Upton, b u i l t a home, and purchased land for 
a new factory building. The f i r s t structure to be used for making hats here was 
erected in 1840 and later tumed into a dormitory for the workers; this stucture is 
no longer standing. Machinery was introduced into the manufacturing process in 1850, 
boosting production significantly. Peak production occurred from the 1870s through 
the 1890s. By the late 19th century, a New City office was opened, mangged by Knowlton's 
son, Edwin. By 1925, Knowlton's industry was valued at $610,000, and by the mid-20th 
century the Knowlton Hat Fctor>' was the largest manufacturer of straw hats in the world. 
During the factory's hey day, as many as two shipments per day were sent out. 

For decades the Knowlton Hat Factory was the major employer in West Upton and surrounding 
communities. At the factory's peak, i t employed approximately 800 people and brought 
in female operatives from as far away as Maine and Nova Scotia. 

The catalytic effect on the local economy is evident in a number of ancillary businesses. 
For example, a manufactory of hat boxes opened in Upton and a railroad was constructed 
through the town specifically to service the hat-making industiy. In the 1890s, hat-
making spread to the nearby towns of Westborough and Framingham'. 

William Knowlton is also remembered for his considerable contributions to the physical 
development of the community, Knowlton erected housing for his operatives, a school, 
store, church and hotel. A f i r e department was b u i l t near the complex, and in 1888 
Knowlton installed a water supply system and b u i l t a gas plant to provide e l e c t r i c i t y . 
An early experiement was the cattle farm Knowlton established next to the factory circa 
1847. 

In 1925, the Knowlton Hat Factory pased out of the family i n a sale to the Merrimack Hat 
Company, who later sold to Charles Kartiganer. Hats were last produced here i n 1972 by 
Lish Brothers Industries, who closed the shop. 

The Knowlton Hat Factory is a prominent landmark in the village of West Upton, located 
directly on Main Street at a bend in the road. Despite i t s industrial function, the 
complex is humanized by i t s small scale, asymmetrical plan, and elaborate omamentation. 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 

See attached continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property S. 21 
Quadrangle n.n.. Mi l ford , Ma. 
UMT References 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See attached sketch map. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N A code county 

state code county 

code 

code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
name/title Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Jeffrey Lechter, Design Alliance 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1, 1981 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Mass. 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state . ^ ^ l o c a l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

date *'*'^t':xeciitiA;r^ni r e c t o r . Nfassarlmsetts l l i s f n r i r a l rnnnni nn 
For HCRS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 
Entered I n tlia -
totloaal Hesl&toB ^ 

^ ^ e e p e r of the National Register 

Attest: 

I 
date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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These features -- unusual for the building type -- enhance the factory's visual and 
cultural connections with the surrounding area. The current adaptive re-use of the 
property promises to maintain and strengthen the Knowlton Hat Factory's historical 
importance to the community. 
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Bibliography To Accompany Statement of Significance 

Millhaus at Upton 

West Upton, Mass. 

1. "Upton, MA. 1735 - 1935", The Charlescraft Press, 1935, Valorous 
Taft, Arba Thayer Wood, Reverend George S. Ball, William Knowlton: 
This book was sponsored by descendants of four friends of the 
Town's second century. 

2. "Making the Headlines", Merrimac Hat Corporation, Amesbury, MA, 1944, 

3. "History of Worcester County, MA"; Volume I I , J. W. Lewis & Company, 
Philadelphia, PA, 1889; compiled under the supervision of Hamilton 
Hurd. 

4. "The Industrial Development of Upton"; Address delivered by Major 
George W. Knowlton, Jr., July 4, 1935. 

5. "Straw Hats", taken from a newspaper clipping 1899, author unknown. 

6. Conversations with Nancy Beatty, President, Upton Historical Society, 
Box 89, West Upton, MA 01587, September 3, 1981 and March 9, 1982. 

7. Conversations with Otis Inman, Upton resident and Upton Historical 
Society member on March 9 and 26, 1982. (529-5292). 
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N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Stat*. rn»nty . ^ / / / A r / ^ ^ / ^ / - -

Federal Agency: 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 

.-Appeal 

United S t a t M D*parttfMnt of th* lnt»rior 
National Park Sanrlea 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date.vE£B-L_im_ 
Date Dti«- :r/vj/6i^ — ^-/^~is-. 
Action: -i^CCEPT ^/^/^2=-

Entered in tEa RETURN 
National Eegister 

photos.^i:r 
iMpa t- ) 

R E J E C T . 

Substantive Review: _ sample request appeal .NR decision 

tn 
z 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date \ 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: • technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ipt ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

IN ha 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



















COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
m i n i I Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 
H I Q T O R i r * A [ Boston, Massachusetts 
n i O I V j n i \ ^ M L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

A p r i l 22, 1982 , / r . ) 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper ^l'^'^ 
National Register of Historic Places \f-\ 

X 

National Park Service 
Department of the Interior V^'\ '••"•''^r-<^-^ 
Washington, D.C. 20243 ' -

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Boston - Adams Nervine Asylum (state) 
Boyalston - Keyes - Dakin House (local) 
Grafton - Willard House and Clock Museum (state) 
Hatfield - The Old Mill Site Historical District (local) 
Holden - Rogers House (local) 
Needham - Tolman - Gay House (local) 
Nei\-ton - Slade - Hovey House (local) p̂ sTier objects 
Sturbridge - Oliver Wight House (state) 
-Upton - Knowlton Hat Factory (local) 
Weston - Isaac Hobbs House (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 0\vners were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to 1±e nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jcmkii 
Regis t r a t i o i r ^ i r ec to r 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

CJ/amf 


