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[Statement prepared by Gordon Orr for the City of Madison Landmarks 
Commission. Material in brackets added for clarification.]

The Eugene A. Gilmore House is constructed in a manner typical of the best 
of the Prairie School architecture. The house exhibits strong horizontal 
lines by virtue of extended walls, sweeping eaves and windows grouped to­ 
gether in horizontal bands. Wood trim, set against the stucco, encircles 
the house, further emphasizing the feeling of a building united with the 
site. The casement windows contain lights with geometrical patterns of 
leaded glass. The skin-effect of stucco, as an exterior material, provides 
sharp junctures at the corners of the building, and where building forms 
join one another. The batten-seam roof of copper\ises a material that 
Frank Lloyd Wright was fond of, although found only infrequently in his 
homes. Usually less expensive materials with shorter lives were used.

The house has remained virtually unchanged except for a minor alteration at 
the front entrance, and the addition of a three-car garage to the rear, all 
constructed in 1929 and designed by the firm of Law, Law and Potter [a 
local Madison architectural firm now called Law, Law, Potter and Nystrom.] 
The altered front entrance now allows one to enter the house at the main 
level. Originally one entered the house via a ground-level entrance, 
similar to the forms found in the Heurtley House (Oak Park, Illinois, 1902) 
and the Robie House (Chicago, Illinois, 1909), to cite several of the 
better-known examples, raising the main living-room floor one-half story 
above the surrounding grade. The garage addition to the rear cannot be 
sighted from Ely Place.

The Gilmore House is recognized by Manson as among those [houses] that 
were created by Frank Lloyd Wright during the "heyday" of Prairie homes. 
He likens the Gilmore House to the Hardy House in Racine as "dramatically 
related to the site."2

This house fulfills the criteria found in Gebhard, Brooks, Manson and Hitch- 
cock^ to classify it as one of the finer examples of this architectural 
form so unique to the Midwest and so specifically the creation of fertile 
architects that produced an American architecture related to the character­ 
istics of their land...the prairie.

Manson, p. 126, and pp. 198-200 for descriptions of these houses.

>; v-and Hitchcock, p~. 40. 

See "Major Bibliographical References" for information on



f Check One or More as. Appropriate) 

C3 Pre-Columbian | d 16th Century 

n J5*H Century D '7th Century

18th Century 

79th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEts) (If Applicable and Known) 1_Q()8

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

d Historic 

I | Agriculture 

(X) Architecture 

D Art 

I | Commerce 

I | Communications 

I | Conservation

[ i Education 

[ | Engi neeri ng 

| | Industry 

1 I Invention 

iI Landscape

Architecture 

I| Literature 

n Military 

D Music

[U Political

n Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

I | Science

| | Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 

itarian

| | Theater

| | Transportation

Urban Planning 

Other-..

U

LLJ 

LLJ 

CO

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[Statement prepared by Gordon Orr, AIA, for the City of Madison Landmarks 
Commission. Bracketed material added for clarification.]

The Eugene A. Gilmore House stands as the most significant example of 
Prairie architecture in MadisonX While many minds share in the develop­ 
ment of Prairie architecture, it was Frank Lloyd Wright who continuously 
espoused this new form in his work, his talks, and his writings. Prairie 
architecture was the form that would relate the sweeping horizontals that 
nature had given to the complete rejection of prevailing architectural 
forms derived from past historical styles. Some midwestern architects 
courageously swam against the tide in developing this form.

As the Prairie Style matured under the hand of Frank Lloyd Wright, a par­ 
ticular form became identified with his work. The Gilmore House is indica­ 
tive of this form, with its feeling of horizontality, suggested by sweeping 
roof overhangs and horizontal trim members set in the stucco girding the 
structure. Groups of casement windows create a linear pattern. A fresh­ 
ness of thought is found in the use of simple geometric forms combined 
in an understandable composition, the use of exterior materials, such as 
stucco, which emphasizes the "skin" effect of the wall and creates sharp 
creases at the intersection of wall planes. Decoration is limited to 
the geometric leaded glass patterns set within the windows. All of these 
characteristics have been treated by scholars of American architectural 
history.

The Gilmore House represents an exemplary piece of architecture created 
by one of America's greatest architects. In acknowledging the great con­ 
tribution that Wright has made to American architecture, one would also 
seek an example of his work in the city [Madison] that was home and school 
to him for a portion of his life. Madison has several such works, but the 
Gilmore House stands as the finest example of Prairie architecture from 
his hand for many miles around. It must be recognized that the Gilmore 
House is a dual contribution to Madison's architectural heritage: it is 
an excellent example of Prairie architecture and it is an example of 
Frank Lloyd Wright*s work.

The Eugene A. Gilmore House was built in 1908 for Professor Eugene A. Gil- 
more of the faculty of the University of Wisconsin. The house was occupied 
by Professor Gilmore and his wife, Blanche, until about 1922 when Phi Chi 
fraternity occupied the building. In 1929 Mr. and Mrs. Howard Weiss
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purchased the house. In 1911 Professor Edward C. Elliott and his wife, 
Elizabeth, also resided with the Gilmores while the Prairie Style house next 
door, designed by Claude and Starck [a local Prairie-Style architectural firm 
no longer in existence] was built.

Addendum. [Since Mr. Orr prepared the preceding statement, additional infor­ 
mation about Eugene Gilmore has come to light in Leonard Baton's book, Frank 
Lloyd Wright and Howard Van Doren Shaw; Two Chicago Architects and Their 
Clients. The following information is from that book.]

"Of all Wright f s early clients Eugene A. Gilmore probably had the greatest 
impact on American life in the twentieth century. While the Robies, Martins, 
and Coonleys are known to history only through their connection with Wright, 
Gilmore occupies a small but secure place of his own making."

Professor Gilmore was known as a dynamic administrator who was able to organ­ 
ize everything he touched with a Midas-like efficiency. He attended the 
Harvard Law School, where he contributed to the Harvard Law Review and in­ 
stalled a card catalogue system to keep student records straight. He took 
his LL.B. there in 1899 and, in 1902, came to the University of Wisconsin 
Law School as an assistant professor, serving later as acting dean in 1912- 
13. In 1919-20 he was president of the Association of American Law Schools, 
and in 1922 he was appointed Vice-Governor of the Philippines by President 
Harding, serving there eight years. In 1930 he became dean of the University 
of Iowa Law School, where he was named university president in 1934. He 
died in Iowa City in 1953 at the age of eighty-two.

Professor Gilmore and his wife hired Wright to design their house after 
perusing the spring 1908 issue of Architectural Record, which was devoted 
to Wright f s work, and upon the advice of faculty friends. They had pre­ 
viously purchased a 120-by-200 foot site in western Madison, and asked 
Wright to build a house within their $8,000 budget. During the design 
process Mrs. Gilmore visited Wright in his Oak Park studio. The house 
cost $2,000 more than the budget allowed because of difficulty the carpenters 
had with such unfamiliar construction. Gilmore, himself, supervised the con­ 
struction, and Wright visited the site only three times.
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