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DESCRIPTiaJ
Dae 1820
Source  Merrill-Woodbury List
Style Federal
Ardiitect Elias Boardman
Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard
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NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

"Boardman's Folly", so dubbed because |ocal residents thought |t nuch too grand
for Wakefield, i sanexcellent andwell-preserved exanple of high style

Federal design andreflects theBoston/Beacon Hill influence of itsbuilder,
Elias Boardman. The house retains integrity of location, setting, design,
materials, workmanship, association andfeeling, andneets criterion G of

the NRHP on t helocal level. - . .

ARH | ECTURAL S OGN H CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate i nterns of
other buildings within the connunity.

ne of t he nost higfh style Federal houses i nWakefield, this 5 bay, three
story. Federal dwellingwith ahip roof andinterior chimeys had been extended
and slightly altered, butretains itsmnsion house form andelegant details.
It would not be out of place i nthe nore affluent, stylish Salem Massachusetts,
Ornanment i sfocused onthecenter door surround. |t i sconposed of very narrow
pilasters supporting anornate andfull classical Doric entablature with
modi | lion blocks, anelliptical |eaded "fanlight, and3/”. length sidelights.
Third floor windows aresmaller than theothers, a typical'Federal device.

The cornerboards areenbellishedwith capitals andbases, andthe whole i s set
on Ion% granite block foundations. Therear el | i sprobably Geek Revival and
has 6/6 wi ndows. | hePalladian w ndow, which cane from a house i n Groton,
Mass., appears t o have been added at a |ater date.

HSTRCAL SANHCANE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and howt he
building relates to the devel opment of the coi Baunity.

Wen Elias Boardman, a contractor, designed andbuilt this |arge, ornate
house. South Reading, as i t was called before 1868, dubbed i t "Boardnman's
Folly", as they though i t an extravagance. | ndoing sothe nore conservative'
town residents distanced thenmselves from those of Beacon Hill, where
Boardaman's earlier building experience was gained.

Boardman's fam |y continued t odom nate this area, with three other famly
residences t othesouth on Pleasant Street, which was laid out i nl839
just up t othis house.
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