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Town Worcester 

Address 21 Je f fe rsor . St reet 

Historic KaweBridget Shea Three-Dprkpr 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1888 

Source Worcester Fiouse D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne s t v l e Thrpp-Ppck-,^^ 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wonri ni^phnp^^ri 
cut sh ingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) Replacement 

of o r i g i n a l porch balus t rade and pos ts . 

Condition "^^^^ 9 ° ° ^ 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting urban, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t 

UTH REFERENCE 19/269410/4681520 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by ^'ontine Jordan 

Organization Clark U n i v e r s i t y 

Date February 1981 

Revised by Michael S t e i n i t z f o r MHC 
12/8; 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Bridget Shea Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for. i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the e a r l i e s t focus of three-decker development on Grafton 
H i l l , a neighborhood whose residents were p r i m a r i l y of I r i s h descent. I t 
i s also an unusually well-preserved example of the modestly designed Queen 
Anne s t y l e three-deckers t h a t characterized t h i s l a t e 19th century h i l l s i d e , 
working class area. The Shea Three-Decker thus meets C r i t e r i a A and C of 
the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . . . . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOIIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 21 Jeffe r s o n Street i s a remarkably well-preserved example 
of the use of Queen Anne s t y l e elements i n three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n . The 
house i s clad i n wood clapboard and cut s h i n g l e , w i t h simple cornerboards. 
The hip r o o f s h e l t e r s large decorative corner braces set i n the cornice 
overhang. The b u i l d i n g has a t y p i c a l s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h a s i d e - w a l l j o g . 
The asymmetrical main facade contains an e n t r y bay w i t h a s i n g l e - s t o r y , . 
p r o j e c t i n g porch, flanked by a t h r e e - s t o r y , p r o j e c t i n g square bay window. 
The bay window has shingled window s k i r t s between s t o r i e s . The double-leaf, 
panelled e n t r y door contains geometric p a t t e r n stained glass l i g h t s w i t h 
pedimented caps. Second and t h i r d s t o r y windows i n the s t a i r w e l l above the 
entr y also have small, stained glass l i g h t s . Other windows have 1/1 or 2/1 
sash, and decorative casements and caps. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comBwnity. 
The Shea Three-Decker i s located i n the e a r l y core area of the I r i s h r e s i d e n t i a 
d i s t r i c t t h a t developed on the northwest slope of Grafton H i l l i n the l a s t 
decade of the 19th century. More fashionable, m u l t i - f a m i l y , working-class 
neighborhoods developed on the h i l l s l o p e s of Worcester's e t h n i c East Side 
as f a m i l i e s moved out of the older, c e n t r a l c i t y r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s . The 
e a r l i e s t known owner of 21 Jefferson was Bridget Shea, and the Shea f a m i l y 
resided here u n t i l ca. 1920. Residents i n 1890 included Jeremiah and Michael 
Shea, both machinists, and Sven and Pontus Roos, both molders. In 1910, 
besides the Sheas, r e s i d e n t s included Morris M o r i a r t y , a l a b o r e r ; John 
M o r i a r t y , a c l e r k ; and John Strozina, a weaver. By 1920, the b u i l d i n g was 
owned by Michael Doherty, a watchman, and l a t e r a flueblower f o r the Boston 
and Albany Railroad. Doherty owned the b u i l d i n g through 1930. Residents 
i n that year included Thomas McGinn, a j a n i t o r ; and Michael I n n i s , a 
garage foreman. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester Directory,- Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1888, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1930. 
L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 
J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Tnree-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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