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Address 21 Jeffersor. Street

Historic KaweBridget Shea Three-Dprkpr

U= Present residential

Original  residential

DESCRIPTION

Dae ca. 1888

Source Worcester Fouse Directory
Style Queen Anne stvle Thrpp-Ppck-,"
Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric wonri  ni*phnpi

o cut shingle
Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) Replacement

original porch balustrade and posts.

Condition "AAN QA

Movwd Date
Acreege less than 1/4 acre
Setting urban, multi-family residential

street

Recorded by ~'ontine Jordan
Organization Clark University

Dae February 1981

Revised by Michael Steinitz for MHC
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)
The Bridget Shea Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant for. its
association with theearliest focus of three-decker development on Grafton
Hill, a neighborhood whose residents were primarily of Irish descent. | t

is also an unusually well-preserved exanple of t hemodestly designed Queen
Anne style three-deckers that characterized this late 19th century hillside,
working class area. The Shea Three-Decker thus meets Criteria A and Cof
the National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level..

AHTEIUAL. SQIHCINE Describe inportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 21 Jefferson Street i sa remarkably wel | -preserved exanple
of the use of Queen Anne style elements i nthree-decker <construction. The
house i sclad i nwod clapboard and cut shingle, with simple cornerboards.
The hip roof shelters large decorative corner braces seti nthecornice
overhang. The building has a typical side-hall plan with a side-wall jog.
The asymmetrical main facade contains an entry bay with a single-story,
projecting porch, flanked by a three-story, projecting square bay w ndow.
The bay wi ndow has shingled w ndow skirts between stories. The double-Ieaf,
panelled entry door contains geometric pattern stained glass lights with
pedi mented caps. Second and third story windows i nthestairwell abovet he
entry also have small, stained glass lights. Ot her wi ndows have 1/1 or 2/1
sash, and decorative casenents and caps.

HSITARCAL SGNHCANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conBanity.

The Shea Three-Decker i slocated i ntheearly core area of thelrish residentia
district that developed on t henorthwest slope of Grafton Hill i nthelast
decade of t he 19th century. More fashionable, multi-family, working-class

nei ghbor hoods devel oped on thehillslopes of Worcester's ethnic East Side

as families noved out of theolder, central city residential districts. The
earliest known owner of 21 Jefferson was Bridget Shea, and t he Shea family
resided here until ca. 1920. Residents i n1890 included Jerem ah and M chael
Shea, both machinists, and Sven and Pontus Roos, both mol ders. Il n 1910,

besi des t he Sheas, residents included Morris Moriarty, a laborer; John
Moriarty, a clerk; and John Strozina, a weaver. By 1920, thebuildingwas
owned by M chael Doherty, a watchman, and later a flueblower for theBoston
and Al bany Railroad. Doherty owned t hebuilding through 1930. Resi dent s

in that year included Thomas McG nn, a janitor; and M chael Innis, a

garage foreman.

Bl BLI Q3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Worcester Directory,- Worcester House Directory, 1888, 1890, 1900, 1910, 1930.
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.
J. Callahan et al ., Worcester Tnree-Decker Survey, 1981.
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Satlooal Begister AAAAAA
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Attest
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nation”
Attest
80. Stoliker, Edna, Three-Decker Substant| ve Bevl AMAAAAN ANANVVNANK AN, N CiinC&

Attest
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