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1. Name of Property
historic nhame EASTHAM CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  Depot. Mill, Samoset Roads, State Highway 6 not for publication
city or town  Eastham vidnity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Bamstable code J»rr” zip code 02642

3. State/Federal Agencv Certification

As the designated authority under fhe National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisjf**omination

« request for detenmination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"Mmeets ¢ does not meeUhe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide p~pcally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

nature of Aﬁg official/Title Judith'fijMEDonough, Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (O See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, heraby certify that this property is:
‘entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
O other (explain):



Eastham Center HD
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce: General Store

Domestic: single dwellings, seasonal cottages,
secondary buildings

Government: Town Hall, Public Library
Religion: Chapel

Agriculture: outbuildings, barns
Industry/Processing: Windmill

Landscape: Windmill Park

Transportation: depot, baggage house

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial: Georgian: Mid 19 C. : Greek Revival
Late Victorian: Italianate, 2** Emp., Stick, Queen Anne
Colonial Revival Craftsman  Repro. Cape

Cottages

Narrative Description

Barnstable. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
35 18 JBuilding
1 sites
.structures
_ objects
40 19 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce: General Store

Domestic: single dwellings, seasonal cottages
Secondary buildings

Government: Town Hall, Public Library

Religion: Chapel

Culture: Museums

Landscape: Windmill park

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone, brick, concrete

walls wood shingle, clapboard, brick
roof asphalt shingle, wood shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. Narrative I ntroduction

The Eagham Center National Regigter District isasmall, semi-rurd village cluster located neer
the town's geographic center. Eagham isthe oldest of saverd towns in the region known asthe
Lower Cgpe Orleans to the south and Wellfleet to the north are both offshoots of the original
Eagham sattlement. Like mogt of the townsin this"narrow land,” Eagham gpans the entire area
between the Atlantic Ocean on the eest and Cepe Cod Bay on the west.

The district encompeassss c. 31 acres, focused on the esst-west corridor of Samosat and Depot
Roadsfrom their intersection with the State highway on the eest to Bridge Road onthe wedt. 1t
a0 includes severd properties on the west Sde of the State Highway, north and south of
Samosat and Depot Roads. The didtrict incdludes atotal of 59 resources, 40 of which contribute to
the historic character. Most datefrom c. 1870-1940, which isthe primary period of significance
of the district. This corregponds with the period of most active use of therailroad. Single-family
resdences, dongwith their assodaed outbuildings, are the predominant building type,
accounting for mogt of both contributing and non-contributing resources Other property types
include one musaum houss, one windmill, watering trough and park; three municipa buildings; a
church; one monument and severd commercia establishments. Mogt of the latter occupy former
dwelling houses The Eagham Superette isthe only purpose-built commercia building.

All of the roadsin the district are paved, but generdly lack the formality of curbing and
ddewdks. Mogt remain ratively narrow and tree-lined, with wooden utility poles on one sde.
The roads are framed by individual properties with generous setbacks and ample spacing between
neighbors. Landscaping is confined to lawns, shrubs and trees. A small number of dwellings on
the eadt shore of Long Pond are accessed by long, unpaved drivewaysthat run off of Depot Road
and the State Highway, and are invisible from thoseroads. On the north Sde the land fallsof f
sharply to Long Pond, precluding building. On the south Sde, awooded fed is preserved by
large lotsand two small 9de roads whose deveopment is st back from Samost Road.

The State Highway (Route 6- aso U.S. Route 6), which forms the eestem boundary of the
digtrict, isthe most heavily traveled roadway in the district and town. 1t isthe exception tothe
generd roadway character described above. 1t isawide, four-lane, two-direction highway that is
lined by amix of historic and contemporary buildings from al periods of Eagham'shistory. The
amal ssgment included in the district islined by apaved, curbed Sdewak onthe west sde. The
intersection with Samoset Road isone of few in thispart of Cgpe Cod that isregulated by atraffic
light. The Highway followsthe course of the Colonial period's Old King's Highway. Traversng
the length of the Cgpe Cod peninsula it was the primary regiond transportation corridor from
Colonial timesthrough the mid-20"" century when it by bypasssd by the Mid-Cape Highway from
Orleans to Sandwich. It remains the primary regiond corridor in towns beyond that point

(continued)
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including Eastham. It was paved in 1920 and widened to four lanesin 1938 to accommodate the
increesed traffic assodated with the congtruction of two motor vehicle bridges over the Cgpe Cod
Candl.

Mogt of Eastham's ponds are clustered in the vicinity of the district. They include Sat Pond on
the north and northeast. Muddy or Mill Pond on the south, Jemima and Herring Ponds on the
southwest, and Great and Long Pondson the west. The latter isimmediately north of Samoset
Road and abuts the northwest comer of the district. The unusudly fertile soils associated with
these ponds have medethis areadesrable throughout the town's history. The district
encompas=s generdly leve terrain except on the shoresof Long Pond where it descends sharply.
There are no other important topographical features.

The grassy triangle of Windmill Park (c. 1897; NR mep #29, photo #6), encompasing 16 acres
and endosed by agplitrail fence, isthe focal point of the district and itsonly significant
landscepe dement. The park was creasted & the tum-of-the-century as part of the effort by the
Village Improvement Society to preserve the windmill and generdly upgrade the gppeerance of
public buildings and spaces It isbounded by Samoset Road on the south. Depot Road on the
north, and the State highway on the eet. In the late-1950s, three buildingsthat sood & the
eagtem end of the park, facing the State Highway, were demolished to create a green open spece
in front of the Town Hall and improveviews of the windmill from the State highway. The
windmill, from which the park takesits name, islocated west of the center. A sone pump and
watering trough sands eedt of the windmill. A 1913 photograph shows the pump/trough in place
but no fence; the ground was maintained in very rough turf and utility poles marched downits
south sde on Samoset Road which was then unpaved.

Buildings and Structures

The district includes amix of resdentid, ingtitutional, commercial and industrial buildings and
dructures, with the former predominating. Mogt reflect the region's typical building and
locational pattems, and are united by a common adherence to the smple dictates of the regiond
vemacular. Almost without exception, they are free-standing, small scde, 1 Y2 gory, wood-frame
dructures that are st beck from the road, with generous spacing between neighbors. Wesathered
wood shingle siding, gable roofs, and brick foundations predominate. The few buildings that date
to the second half of the 20* century follow historic precedent, this complementing rather than
overwhelming their older neighbors.

The following text is organized by building type and date of constmction. References to specific

examples include the property name, address, date of constmction, MHC inventory number, NR
mep number and photo if any.

(continued)



MPS Farm 1»4aa« OMO »ppnnl Ma. tOU-COIt

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces

Continuation Sheet

Eastham Center Historic District
7 3 Eastham (Barnstable Co.), Mass.
Section number Page

Structures

Windmill (Windmill Park; c. 1790s, MHC #901; NR map #29; photo #6)

Thevertical, eye-catching form and open park setting of the windmill command attention. The
dructure isa classic, octagond, "hat and smock” or Hemish style windmill whose top, or "hat"
could be rotated by meansof along timber tail to direct itsarms into the prevailing wind. The
ams are do referred to as blades, svegpsand sals. Theterm "sail” isderived from the pieces
of canvasthat were often atached to the arms to enhancetheir wind-catching ability. The
tapering, octagond tower risesfrom a20' diameter base to a 13'4" diameter curb. Like most
buildings in the region, the eight doping walls are covered with weathered wood shingles. The
interior isilluminated by four smal windowswith pedimented cgpsand six pane sash that gppear
on dternating walls & saggered heights. Two entrances are located on opposing esdt and west
walls. They display gabled cgpsand aboard and batten door. Four datted arms, which span 55'
to 60', are attached to asmall geble in the conical cgp. Thishouses the cadt iron neck bearing that
makesrotation possble. Thetailpole, which was usad to rotate the sails to the most advantageous
wind-catching position, hes been removed.

Thewindmill isbdieved to have been congructed in the late-18* century and moved to the
present Ste in the early 19"-century. Itwas fully restored in the mid-1930s after the town
purchasad it fromthe Village Improvement Society. Measured drawings and photographs were
prepared in 1935 for the Historic American Buildings Survey [Mass. Site 2-21]. The windmill
remaned operational until 1984 for demongtration purposes. When functioning, it was cagpable of
grinding 400 pounds of corr/hour. The arms tumed awooden, vertical shaft, which intum
rotated a 15 ton granite millstone over afixed gone. The Sones are 6" thick and mesaure4' 10"
in diameter. Oxen or horseswere used to adjust the position of the ams to catch the optimal
wind by meansof thetailpole.

Town Pump/Watering Trough (Windmill Park; 19* century-1905; MHC #901; magp #29)
Thetown pump and granite watering trough were originally located a the triangle formed by the
intersection of SAt Pond and Locust Roads, north of the proposad district. The cat iron pumpis
a C 53 Red Jacket model. The granite trough beers the date 1906 and the words: "Blessed are the
Merciful." Both pump and trough were moved to Windmill Park in the early-20th century, under
the auspices of the Village Improvement Society.

Institutional Buildings

The district began to develop as an ingtitutional focusin the late-19* century, gradualy usurping
the role of the SAt Pond areaimmediately to the south. A Universalist Chapd was Sted here in
1889, and the town's first library building was erected next door in 1897. In 1912, the town hall
location was shifted southward, confirming the importance of the district as an ingtitutional
center.

(continued)
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Firgt Universalist Chapd/Chapd in the Pines (220 Samoset Road, 1889; MHC #71; mgp # 17,
photo #4)

This small picturesque building is an excdlent example of the Stick Style, which isavariant of
the Quean Anne. Both gyles are rare on Cape Cod, which was indecline in the late-19* century
while they were a their zenith. The chapd isbuilt on an L-plan that condgts of a front-gable
wing on the east and dightly taller Sde-gable wing on the west. Both wingsrise one gory from
brick foundationsto intersecting roofs that were originally topped by cresting dongtheridges. A
belltower surmounts the south front geble of the eest wing, and includes an open belfry with
stick-work detail that gives rise to ahexagond segplewithflared base All of these dements
work together to create the type of lively dlhouette that typifies Stick and Quean Anne syles.
The main entrance is located beneath the bell tower in arecessed porch decorated with aspindle
vaance. Fenedration isvaried. The small scaleand wood shingle siding complement the
chapdl'sresidentia neighbors. Elkany Hopkins has bean identified as the builder.

The Universalist Chapd gands on the north sde of Samosat Road immediately west of the
Eagtham Library, overlooking Long Pond to the reer. The property isst off from the street by a
granite pogt and iron rail fencethat gopearsinan 1892 podcard view and was probably erected a
about the same time as the building. Open carriage shedsoriginally located on the west dde of
the church have been logt.

Eagham Public Library (190 Samaset Road, 1897; MHC #69; mgp #15; photo #3)

The Eagham Public Library sandson the north dde of Samosat Road, immediately eedt of the
Chapd. The original two by three bay building now sarves as the entrance to amuch larger 1961
addition that extends back from Samosat Roed toward Long Pond. The diminutive origina
building sufficed to sarvethe neadsof apopulation numbering only 502 in 1900. The origind
building rises one story from ahigh brick foundation to a hip roof. Walls are sheethed with the
typical weethered wood shingles, while the roof is covered with asphdt shingles. Windows,
which are paired on the faBade, are smply framed and contain 6/6 double hung seeh. Itissad
that they are placed high on the wall because Capt. James Savage, chairman of the building
committee, did not want readers attention to be distracted. The south faBadeis centered on an
open, pedimented entrance porch which digplays Tuscan columnsrising to atwo-part entablature
and dosed pediment. Railings with square bausters have been added to the porch and half
sddights have been removed from the door frame. Louvered shutters have been removed from
the windows. The original building contains a single room that now functions primarily asa
reading room.

The addition is atached to the rear of the original building, replacing a much smdler rear wing.
It rises one gtory from a concrete foundation to ageble roof that echoes the form of the origina
entrance porch. It dso maintains the weathered shingle siding, minimal trim painted white, and
windows with 6/6 double-hug seeh. Additional entrances on the Sde and rear evations ae

(continued)
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convenient to patrons who park in the surface lot-behind the building. The basament wes
remodded in 1975 for use as achildren's room named the Merrill Room after alibrary
benefactor. The basement dso houses the Eastham Historical Society archives and severd small
meeting rooms.

Eagham Town Hall (2500 State Highway, 1912; MHC #29; map #28; photos #1,6)

The Eagham Town Hall isahandsome Colonial Reviva style building whose red brick, English
bond exterior and formal detail dand in contragt to the simplewood-frame architecture that
prevails in the community. The Town Hall was funded by philanthropic native son, Timothy
smith, and designed by architect George C. Wades. Built on asaven by two bay rectangular plan,
it rises one story from a high basament to a hip roof with boxed comice. The basement dory is
= off by arow of vertical heeder bricks. A dlightly over-scaed, open cupola, conssting of eight
columns supporting a semi-circular dome, is centered ontheroof The building's symmetrical
sven bay fafade is centered on a projecting pavilion with four Tuscan columnsrising to afiill
entablature and closed pediment. Thisbold dement announcesthe location of the original main
entrance which isgpproached by abroad flight of saven gairs framed by brick embrasures. The
door isframed with amulti-pane transom, full-length sddlights, and wide pilegters that are
aigned with the two inner columns. Long, narrow 6/6 lights above panded gorons complete the
portico treetment. The wooden double-leef door isareplacement. Round-arched windows, s in
recessd pandls, contain 6/6 double hung saeh. A similarly detailed and massad original wing is
centered on the rear (eest) elevation.

The Town Hall was expanded with alarge, compatiblerear wing in 1950—51, the time of
Eagtham's Tercentenary. It originaly houssd an auditorium which wes replaced by office goece
in arecent remodeling. Severd meeting rooms of varying Sze were crested in the basement a
the same time. Theoriginal rear wing now acts as a bridge between the two primary wings. The
addition was designed by Wdter M. Gaffney in asimplified versgon of the original Colonial
Revival style. Likethe origina building, the wing rises one story to ahip roof, hes ared brick
exterior, and marks its entrance with aprojecting, pedimented portico. Thisnow sarvesasthe
primary entrance to the building.

A small lawn area sgparates the west building faBade from the State Highway, while alarge,
paved parking lot is located on the south side. On the north half of the lawn isa 1920 Society of
Colonia Wars First Encounter Memorial, which congsts of alarge granite boulder with bronze
plague. The inscription notesthe December 6, 1620 skirmish with Natives, and liststhe members
of the Mayflower company involved, including Miles Standish, John Carver and William
Bradford.

Commercial Buildings
Eagham Superette (2475 State Highway, 1930; map #27; photo #5)

The Eagham Superette sandsa the southwest comer of Samosat Road and State Highway. The
(continued)
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building issurrounded by alarge, paved parking lot and consds of an origina 1 % story main
block with large one story wings now covering the south and west elevations. A gable roof
dorage shed sheathed with weathered wood shingles is located a the rear of the Site, southwest of
the main building.

Despite itscommercid use and larger scae, the Superette clearly rdates to its residential
neighbors by continuing many typical features, including wood-frame constmction, weethered
wooden shingles, smpletrim, single story height, and gable roofs. In particular, the design of the
origina main block reinterpretsthe traditionfive-bay"full Cape' cottage form a alarger scde.

It faces Sde-gable to State Highway and rises 1 % Sories from a concrete foundation to agable
roof with acenter chimney. A full, shed-roof, five window dormer with gabled end pieces
extends across the front (east) northem half and two smadll irregular windows on the south half.
An open, shed-roof porch extends across the entirewall. A small, one story shed roof wingon
the north e evation now serves as the main entrance to the store. The gablle areaebove contains
two windows at the upper story and asinglewindow in the attic; al contain 6/6 wooden sash.

According to Eagtham Assessorsrecords, the Superette wias built in 1930 and hes been expanded
and renovated severd times subsequently. Their record of dterations go back only to 1974. The
bugness was established by OtisBarton and hiswife, who operated it as acombination store and
redaurant, eech with asgparaeentrance. Thebuilding was fronted with a U-shaped driveway,
landscaped with shrubbery, mnning off State Highway. The Sone fireplace that remainsto day is
areminder of itsearly use Aspogmeaders, the Bartons d o kept the Eagham Center Pogt Office
in arear wing. In addition to the main building, the Ste once included gas pumps and a group of
small cabins which rented to tourists. One of those cabins now servesas an information booth a
the town landing a Rock Harbor on Dyer Prince Road. Following Otis' deeth, Edward and
Bemice Brown purchased the budnessin 1952, Under their ownership, and their son David's,
the origina building has been expanded severd time, the Ste hes been paved, and the associate
uses discontinued.

Dwellings
Colonial Period

Swift-Dalev House. (2375 State Highway, c. 1741, MHC #28; mep #24)

The Swift-Daley House is owned by the Eagtham Historical Society and operated as a musaum
house. Dating to the mid-18t" century, it isthe oldest property in the district and defines the
southem end. Itisadassc five bay "full-Cape" that rises 1 Vi gories from alow brick
foundation to a gable roof with center chimney. A 4x 1 bay, one gory wing is centered on the
rear devation. Typically, the houseis sheathed with weathered wood shingles and trimmed with
narrow comerboards and fascia. Theroof isdso covered with wood shingles. Windows are st

(continued)
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in projecting frames with molded caps most contain 69 sseh, double-hung. The eedt falBade,
facing State Highway, is centered on an entrance framed by dender, fluted pilasters and a
dentilated lintel. The locally eaborate trestment probably represents an early-19* century
improvement to the house The 20* century wooden panded door includes afour pane transom.
Flanking windows are st directly benesth the comice. Sde devations contain two windows &
the first story and two in the gable. The latter are smdler and contain 6/6 saeh. A small 4/4
"eaves' window isadded on the south geble.

The house gands above acircular cdlar rather than afull basement as istypical on the outer
Cape. Itisaccompanied by three one story, wood-frame outbuildings. One isa"Dune Shack”
donated to the EHS by Thomeas Dill; ancther isalate-19* century shed. Thethird isa mid-20*
century former garage that now sarves as atool museum.

Front-gable houses

Eliiah Knowles House (10 Depot Road, 1831-58; MHC #63; map #1; photo #2)

The Elijah Knowles House and Stone, which occupies aprominent Ste & the corner of Depot
Road and State Highway, is one of the oldest and mogt architecturally interesting buildingsin the
district. Itisthe only two story dwelling, and, athough smple initsdetails, it is more daborate
than most. The building consstsof a2 I2 story, three by three bay, front-gable main block
extended southward by aone dory laterd wing, that, unlike most other loca examples, is st
back from the main block. Later wings extend to the rear. A chimney risesthrough the ridge of
the main block roof; asimilar chimney hes been removed from the wing. The eedt facades of the
main block and lateral wing are sheathed with clapboard, while the remaining walls are covered
with wood shingles. Itistrimmed with plain comerboards and fascia. Windows contain 2/2
double-hung sseh which probably replaced an original 6/6 sash configuration; some are equipped
with shutters.

In the late-19* century, Stillman P. Doane usad the house as a ummer resdence. Under his
ownership the house assumed a charming picturesque gppearance. Higtoric views from that
period show the current, generous veranda extending across the entire eest feBadeincluding both
main block and wing. The veranda was detailed with abadudraded rail, tumed pogs sawvn
brackets, anarrow spindle screen apron, andflamboyantcresting aong the roof edge The
cresting was repeated inamore subdued manner on the ridge of the wing roof and abovethe bay
window on the south elevation. A large rectangular plan windmill with observation deck stood
behind the house, where it carried on adidogue with its venerable ancestor on windmill park.
Most of those dementsremain with the exception of the cresting. The bay window on the south
elevation on the wing now hes agabled roof Currently the first story servesas ared edae

agency.

(continued)
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Knowles-Penniman House (2645 State Highway, mid-19* century; MHC #30; mgp #32)

The Knowles-Penniman House announces itsmid-19* century construction date by facingits
three bay gable-front to the street. 1tis Smply desgned, as many historic Easham dwellings are,
and lacks specific stylistic detail. 1t isawood-frame dructure that rises 1Vi dories from abrick
foundation to a gable roof covered with agphdt shingle. The 3 by 3 bay main block is extended
by aone sory rear wing. A corbeled brick sove chimney rises near the center of the roof The
main block walls are sheethed with wood clapboard, while vinyl gopears on the reer wing. Trim
condsts of wide comerboards and entablature, and a boxed comice with molded retums.
Windows are simply framed and some are equipped with louvered wooden shutters. Most
contain 1/1 double-hung replacement saah, but two openings with origina 6/6 sseh remain in the
attic gable. The main entry occupies the north bay of the three bay faBade. The late-19* century
door includes aglass upper pand. At the tum-of-the-century, averanda was built across the
falade, and wrapped part way around the north Sde eevation. Itissmply detailed with square
posts, arailing with square bauders, and alattice base. A smdll, free-standing, Sde-gable bam
dands southwest of the house, recalling the agricultura history of the houseand district.

The Knowles-Penniman is one of severd houses on State Highway to testify to itsearly character
which has steadily become more commercia and modem. The survivors become ever more
important as their comrades are lost or undergo mgjor alteration.

Nickolas P. Knowles House (60 Depot Road, 1858-63; MHC #64; mgp #3; photo #8)

The Nickolas P. Knowles house sits on the north sde of Depot Road where it is st of f from the
dreat by awooden picket fence. 1tisone of the ample, late-19* century, front-gable dwellings
that are mogt characteridtic of the district. Itisbuilt on atwo by two bay rectangular plan and
rises 1Vi gories from abrick foundation to agable roof. A chimney rises near the center of the
roof ridge. The building is sheethed with weethered wood shingles and trimmed with narrow
comerboards and fascia. Windows are smply framed and contain 2/2 double-hung sash. An
entrance with bracketed hood occupies the eest bay of the south faBade and athree-sded, hip roof
bay window occupies the west bay. Often assodiated with the Itdianate style, these are the two
primary features of the house. Small, later wings extend from the west elevation. Knowles
saved asthe first railroad station magter from 1870 until his deeth in 1883.

Cheger Horton House (155 Samost Road, ¢. 1863; MHC #67; map #12)

The Chester Horton House is located on the south Sde of Samosat Road, west of the intersection
with Depot Road, near the gpex of Windmill Park. It ishbuilt on athree by three bay rectangular
plan and rises 1 Vz gories to agable roof with chimney rising through the north dope. The house
is dted dde-gable to the dreet, but placesthe main entry on the eest gable, and isotherwise
smilar tothe district's saverd front-gable houses. The Sde-gable orientation, low proportions,
and sometrim dements lend amid-19* century gppesrance

The house is shesthed with wooden dapboards and trimmed with wide comerboards, entablature,

(continued)
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and boxed comice with retums, all are painted white. Shingles gppeer in the east geble and some
of thewing walls. Windows have plain framesand generdly contain 2/1 double-hung sseh; some
are equipped with louvered shutters The main block is extended southward by a rear wing with
full shed roof dormers on both dopes of its gable roof and a seoond chimney rising through the
ridge. A small, one story, hip roof wing is atteched to the west Sdesof both block and rear wing.
The north faBade and eedt elevation of the main block are wrapped by a continuous veranda
detailed with square pogs and railing with tumed bausters. Thisfine feature was probably added
in the early-20 century. A pedimented porch that projects from the veranda indicates the
location of the main entrance in the south bay of the east end gable. The entry is more daborate
than mog housesin the district, conssting of full-length sdelights contained within a surround of
pilagters and entablature. The wood panded door with square upper light issimilar to those seen
on severd other district houses.

William H. Nickerson House (215 Samosat Road, ¢. 1880; MHC #70; map #16)

The William H. Nickerson House gands on the south Sde of Samosat Road, oppodte the
Universalist Chapd. It issa off from the sreat by awooden picket fence sdlvaged from the
Tough Guys Don't Dance movie location across the dreet a the Chapd, and afront yard dotted
with mature trees. Itisone of severa smple front-gable housesin the district. Similar to the
others, itisbuilt on atwo by three bay rectangular plan and rises 12 dories to agable roof with a
chimney rising through the ridge. In this cass, the roof overhangs and lacks retums or other trim.
Walls are sheathed with wood shingles that are painted white. Aress of decorative shingles, cut
in a scalop pattem in the gable, and in adiamond pattem and between the upper story windows,
are derived from the Quean Anne style. Windows have plain surrounds and contain 2/2 double-
hung sseh. An early 20* century veranda extends across the faBade. 1t condsts of shingled rails,
quare posts and abaudtraded upper deck. The main entry hes apanded wooden door with
uare upper light. The main block is extended esstward by arecent wing that isnearly as large
as the main block and to the rear by a small one gory wing.

Cheger Horton House (55 Samoset Road, ¢. 1900; MHC #65B; map #3, photo #6)

The Cheger Horton House is located on the south Sde of Samosat Road, opposite Windmill Park.
It isalate example of the savera front-gable housesfound in the district, anouncing its data
through itstaller, more vertical form. Itisbuilt on athree by two bay rectangular plan and rises 1
P doriesto agable roof with anarrow sove chimney rising neer the center of theridge. It is
sheathed with weathered wood shingles and trimmed with narrow comerboards and fascia.
Windows have thinly molded heeds contain 2/2 or 2/1 double-hung saeh, and are equipped with
modem louvered shutters. The main block has been extended westward with severd large wings.

Second Empire Style

The didtrict includes three examples of the Second Empire style. They are 90, 285 and 295

Samosst Road. Thisstyle is uncommon on Cgpe Cod which experienced population loss and

economic hardship in the late-19* century due to the decline of the maritime industry. The
(continued)
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prevaence of this stylein asmdl areareflectsits dgpot-based economy of the late-19* and early-
20* centuries. Thedwelling a285 Samosat Road originated as the carriage house of 295
Samos=.

Capt. Eldad Higgins House (295 Samosat Road, 1885; MHC #72; map #23; photo #9)

The Capt. Eldad Higgins House is one of three examples of the Sescond Empirestylein the
district. Thisisthe mog fully developed of the three, but remains quite Smplein comparison to
the syleas awhole. The houseisbuilt on arectangular, three by two bay plan and rises one
gory to amansard roof which isthe dgnature dement of the style. The straight-sided lower roof
dope is covered with wood shingles, with upper course aranged in adecorative fishtail pattem.
Two dormer windows are st into the eest and west dopes, and three are st into the north and
south dopes. On the primary eevation (north), the third window isdightly smaler and hes a
gabled head. Thistreatment cdlls attention to the location of the main entrance. Three sandard
dormers are located on the eest dope. The low-profile upper dope is covered with asphalt
shingles, anarrow stove chimney rises through the front north dope. The ?Higgins House rests
on brick foundation. It iscovered with wooden clgpboards, and trimmed with smple
comerboards and fascia. The main entrance iscentered on aglazed and screened veranda covers
the north sde, facing Samosat Road. The main entrance, centered on thiselevation, containsan
original four pand wooden door with long, glazed upper pands. The current Sained glass
probably replaced etched glassoriginas. A veranda extends across thissde. Windows,
including the dormers, are heeded by narrow, molded caps. The windows contain 2/2 double-
hung sesh and are equipped with modern, louvered shutters.

The Higgins House occupies alarge, levd ot & the corner of Samosat and Bridge Roads, whose
Foadiousness s=ts the house off to advantage. The lot ismaintained in turf punctuated by many
trees, including severd large oaks, and foundation plantings. A small, one gory, front-gable, 19*
century workshop and two-car, ¢. 19205 garage and southeedt of the house. Both of the
outbuildings contribute to the significance of the house and the didtrict.

Earl Rvder House (90 Samosat Road, 1865-75; MHC #66; map #9; photo #7)

The Earl Ryder House is one of three examples of the Second Empire stylein the district,
sanding just west of the intersection of Samaoset and Depot Roads near the gpex of Windmill
Park. The houseisbuih on arectangular 3x 2 bay plan and rises one gtory from abrick
foundation to the characteristic mansard roof Theroof is covered with wood shingles. Dormer
windows are &t into the straight-sided lower roof dope on all 9des; one on the eest and west
dopes, and two on the north and south dopes. A narrow corbeled sove chimney rises neer the
center of the roof The houseis covered with wooden dapboards, and trimmed with plain comer
boards and fascia. The main entrance, which is centered on the south Sde, contains a panded
wooden door with aglazed center pandl. Windows are smply framed and contain 2/2 double-
hung sash. A veranda, which wragps around the south, eest, and west Sdes of the houseis one of

(continued)
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itsmog distinctive features. 1t digplaystumed posts and decorative sawn brackets. A railing
with square baugers has been removed. The main block isextended westward by a pair of
small, one story, geble roof wingsthat terminate in afront-gablebam. This"connected
farmstead” form is common in many parts of New England, but israre on Cgpe Cod. This
building conveys Eastham's agricultural history more clearly than any other in the district.

20** Century Houses

175 Samost Road (c. 1920; MHC #68; map #13)

Thedistrict's only example of aCraftsman style Four Square house, and one of the few in town,
dandsa 175 Samoset Road. 1tisasmple, but well-preserved example of its type, that exhibits
many characterigtic feetures. The houseisbuilt on athree by four bay rectangular plan and rises
two gories from abrick foundation to ahip roof with exposed rafter ends A squat, hip roof
dormer occupies the front dope and abrick chimney rises through the center. The houseis
sheathed with weathered wood shingles. Windows are smply framed, equipped with period
louvered shutters, and contain original 6/2 saeh. Paired windows are found & the first story of the
west elevation. A bank of three windows a the back of the eedt eevation indicates the kitchen
aea The north faBade isfronted by afull-length veranda with Tuscan columns and arailing with
uare baugers. Itship roof echoes the exposed rafter ends of the main block. A small, one
gtory, shed roof wing extends from the rear elevation.

Beach Plum Motor Lodge (2555 State Highway, 1900/1949; mep #30)

The Beach Plum Motor Lodgeis located on the west Sde of the State Highway, two buildings
north of Windmill Park. It conggs of amain housedated to 1900 and afour-unit motel deted to
1949 by town assessor'srecords. A swimming pool takes up much of the desp front yard. The
main housewith its Sde-gable orientation, followsthe regiona vemacular. Itis5 x 2 baysad
rises 1 V2 dories from arusticated concrete block foundation to agable roof with a gove chimney
offset tothe west. Full shed-roof dormers, with two pairs of 6/1 windows, are located on both
front and rear roof dopes. The exterior is shesthed with wood shingles and trimmed with narrow
comer boards and wide entablature, all painted gray. The overhanging roof hes gable retums.
Windows contain 6/1 double-hung saeh. The eedt faBade is centered on an entrance fronted by a
pedimented porch supported on Tuscan columns. Paired windows occupy the outer bays A 1 x
4 bay, one story, gable roof el extends from the south Sde eevation. 1t digplays paired windows
on the eest wall and a sscondary entry on the south geble end. A four-unit, L-plan motdl is
located behind the house. Although condructed later, it adheres to the design of the main house
including one story height, gable roof, wood shingle siding, and windows with 6/1 sash.

(continued)
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Effect of Modern Change

The digtrict has not experienced significant change since the end of the period of significance in
the 1940s The mogt visible change isthe 1958 demolition of three buildings that ood on the
eed end of Windmill Park, facing the Town Hall across the Siate Highway. Otherwise, post-
190s change has generally been limited to building additions and infill residentia congtmction.
All of the additions and new houses conform to the dominant characteristics of the historic
buildings including small scale, one-to-two sory height, wooden materids, and overal simplicity
of desgn. Additionsto the Town Hall conform to its historic red brick Colonia Revival style
character.

More radical change hes occurred in surrounding area, especialy the heavily traveled Sate
Highway, accounting for boundary sdections in that area Mid-20* century loss of therailroad
depot complex southwest of Long Pond acoounts for the westem boundary. SeeVerbal
Boundary Justification (section 10) for additional information.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric Stes are recorded in the district, Stesmay be present. Forty-six Stesae
recorded in the generd area(within one mile), including five stes (19-BN-262, 273, 274, 341,
and 681) which border the eestern boundary of the district and may extend into the district. Most
known prehistoric dtesin the areaborder the Nauset MargvHarbor locae, however, prehistoric
Stesare d 0 located dong the Cgpe Cod Bay shordine, itsrdated esuaries and around inland
ponds. Known prehistoric Ste types in the generd areaindicate the potential for awide range of
dte types including small, short term specid purpose type dtes (shell middens, lithic workshops),
habitation stesand burials. Environmental characterigtics of the district dso represent locational
criteriathat are favorable for awide variety of Stetypes. Thedistrict islocated on awell drained
level to moderatdy doping outwash plain landform within 1000 feet of a marine rdated
ecosysdem and fresh water ponds. Nausst Harbor/Marshis located eedt of the district and Depot
Pond formsthe northwestem district boundary. Given the above information, the relatively high
dte dengty for Eagham (69 dtes), and the location of mog Stesin the eestem portion of townin
the generd areaof the digtrict, ahigh potential exists for locating prehistoric Stesin the district.

A high potentid dso exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceswithin the district.
Structural evidence may survive from three buildings that originally sood a the eestem end of
Windmill Park bordering the State Highway. Thaose buildings were demoalished in the late 1950's
to creste open gpecein front of the town hall and improve viewsof the windmill. Stmctura
evidence may aso survivefrom a 19* century house originally located a 125 Samosst Road and
demolished in 1993. Evidence of additional gructures no longer extant whose locations are
presently unknown may dso survivein the district dating tothe 17 and 18* centuries. The
village of Eagham was scattered across the southem portion of town during those periods.
During the late 19* century the district areabegan to develop as an ingtitutional focus, gradually

(continued)
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usurping the third meetinghouse center for the town located inthe Sat Pond areaimmediately to
the north. Most known historic archaeologicd and extant historic resources assodiated with the
district should deteto the late 19* century and later period. Outbuildings (bams, sheds) represent
another structural type that may survive as an archaeologica resource inthe district.  Evidence of
earlier outbuildings may survive with the extant Swift-Daly House (ca.l741), the only 18*
century structure in the district. Evidence of outbuildings can dso survive with later 19* and 20*
century residential, commercia and ingtitutional structures. Structural evidence may survive
from open carriage shedsoriginally located on the west Sde of the First Universaist
Chapd/Chapd in the Fines(1889) a 220 Samaoset Road. Evidence may a0 be present froma
group of 1950's cabins, no longer extant, assodated with the Eagtham Superette (1930) located &
the corner of State Highway and Samost Road. Occupationd  related features (trash pits, privies,
wells) should represent another important archaeologica resource category with both extant
dructures and those which no longer survive. Archaeological evidence may d<o be present
documenting congtruction details and changeswhich occurred  to the Old Kings Highway or State
Highway, originally laid out through the district areaduring the Colonial period.

(end)
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8 Statement of Significance

Criteria Statement

The Eagtham Center National Regigter District represents the third phese of Eagtham'slong and
digtinguished 350-year history. This century-long segment (1839-1949) is characterized by the
protracted population lossthat affected the entire region. 1n Eagham, the losswes a leedt
partialy counteracted by the arrival of the railroad in 1870. Constmction of the Eagtham Center
Depot on Samaoset Road directly influenced development of the district, causng a southweard shift
in the third town center a SAt Pond. Initially attracting residential, commercid, and industrial
enterprises, ingtitutional uses gradualy followed. The Village Improvement Society, activefrom
1891 to 1927, played an important role in shgping the physical character of the district, which
remains the town center today. The Village Improvement Society's recognition of the vaue of
the oldwindmill, and their efforts to purchase and maintain it represents one of the earliest
successful historic preservation efforts on Cgpe Cod.

The Eagtham Center National Register District possessssintegrity of location, design, setting,
materids, workmanship, feeling and association. |t medts National Regigter criteriaA and C on
the local level. Asacivic, institutional and resdentia corethat developed in reponseto the
arriva of the Cgpe Cod Railroad in 1870, it meatscriterion A for its associationswith Eastham's
community development. The district dso meatscriterion C for its representative collection of
late-19* and early-20* century architecture and isasignificant illustration of late-19* century
civic beautification efforts of the Village Improvement Society. The period of significance
broadly extendsfrom c. 1741 when the earliest extant buildingswere congructed to the 1940s
when rail service was curtailed.

I ntroduction

The Town of Eastham has had three successve town centers as defined by the location of the
Congregationa Meeting Houseand TownHall. Until the mid to late-19* century, none could be
congdered centersin the more generd sense of the word which impliesatight cluster of

buildings serving avariety of purposes. Many historians have noticed this fact and have offered a
variety of explanations. The strongest and mogt valid resson isthe fertility of the soil and the
comparaive paucity of maritime facilitiesand opportunities.

County higtorian Frederick Freeman, writing c. 1860, obsarved that:

"Different partsof the township have distinctive appellations; but there can

scarcely be said to beavillage within itsbounds; the dwellings are scattered...

The post office designations are Easthamand North Eastham." (Freeman: 352)
(continued)
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Simeon Deyo, a later county historian writing in 1890, supported and expanded upon Freeman's
observations, and aso noted the rise of the Eagtham Center Historic Didtrict in the years that hed
dapsad since 1860:

"This town does not contain the compact villages that are seen insister towns,
but the store, post office, mill, railroad station, town house and churches in the
south part of the town form the nucleus of the village of Eastham. It isthe
largest centre of the town and embracesthe territory upon which the pioneers
erected their first dwellings in 1644. That the village is scattered acrossthe
southem portion of the town is due tothe fact that the excellent quality of the
soil hasrendered mral pursuitsthe leading industry, in the absence of good
harbors and commerce that would tend to develop a more compact business
center. A rural, sparsely-settled New England village now greetsthe eye,
with roadswinding over knolls and around ponds. Thrift appears in the neat
surroundings of the cottages, and the two towering church spiresin the
distance and whistle of the approaching locomotive remind theseaspiring
denizens of their approximation tothetitle of villagers." {Deyo: 735)

Summary History of Eastham: Local Context

Eastham was settled and incorporated inthe 1640s. In that same decade, itsfirst Congregational
Meeting House and burying ground were established at Town Cove, defining the original town
center. At thistime Easthamencompassed alarge15 by 2 mile territorythat included the
present towns of Orleans and Wellfleet aswell. The settlement was characterized by large,
dispersed farmsteads that were initially concentrated in the southem half of the community, with
itsfertile soils and proximity to Town Cove. Theland between Salt and Great Ponds, where the
Eastham Center Historic District lies, was especially prized. The town prospered, growing from
an original population of seven freeman voters and their families to atotal of 948 in 1703.
{Freeman 1869: 377)

By 1718, "Eastham's long and narrow sea-bounded area made one central meeting house
inconvenient toany" {Trayser: 17), and a controversy arose over the best location for the new
house. It was agreedto divide Eastham into North and South Parishes, with outsiders given
responsibility for determining the exact location of the dividing line. A new South Parish
Meeting House was erected in 1718, southeast of Town Cove inwhat isnow Orleans. {Freeman
1869: 382-383) The North Parish occupied the old meeting house until 1720 when their new
house and burying ground were completed on Bridge Road. In 1723, Billingsgate, the
northernmost portion of Easthamwas established asthe North precinct, creating a de facto third
ParishinEa. {Freeman 1869: 385-336)

(continued)
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In 1763 the former North Precinct of Billingsgate was incorporated into the new town of
Wellfleet. The South parishwas established asthe Town of Orleans in 1797, resulting in loss of
territory for Eastham and reducing its population to 840. {Deyo: 723). By 1800, Easthamwasthe
second smallest town on Cape Cod in population. According to a description penned by the
Reverend Shaw in 1802, therewere atotal of 122 families at that time, constituting over 800
individuals, residing in 100 dwelling houses, only seven of which were two story stmctures.
Other buildings included bams, two windmills for grinding "the cereals,” two schoolhouses, and a
meeting house. {Deyo: 726 and Freeman 1869: 404) By 1830 the population had risento 970,
but this till left Eastham asthe smallest town on Cape Cod; the 1830 figure was not exceeded
until 1951. {Deyo: 724)

Eastham's established Congregational Church and burying ground were challenged by another
religion for the first time when the Methodist Episcopal Church organized in 1820, the direct
resuh of acamp meeting held in Wellfleet the previous year. The Methodists built a church with
adjacent burying ground the following year. {Trayser: 38) Both were located on the King's
Highway (present day route 6), northwest of Salt and Meeting House Ponds. Ten yearslater, in
1830, the Congregational Meeting House and cemetery were moved for athird and final time to a
site 1.5 miles north of the Bridge Road site, adjacent to the Methodists. {Deyo: 731)

The dwindling Congregational Society didhanded in 1864 and sold their meeting house to Edward
Clark, who reused portions of the smctureto erect his tannery on the shoreof Great Pondin
1866.

Little remainsto remind us of Eagtham'sfirst two town centers. The original center & Town
Coveis now marked only by the Cove Burying Ground (ca. 1660, MHC #800). The sscond
(1720) center is remembered through the Bridge Road Cematery (c. 1720; MHC #303) ad the
Congregationd Parsonage. (1955 Bridge Road, ¢. 1720; MHC #62) In contragt to its
predecesors, the third Eastham Town Center developed as arelatively sizableand varied village
center.

Historical Eventsand Trends Associated with the Eastham Center Historic District
The rise of the third town center was herdded by the constmction of the 1821 Methodist Church
on the Old King's Highway (today's route 6 or State highway), northwest of Sdlt and Meeting
House Ponds. Its central rolewas confined by relocation of the Congregational Meeting Houseto
a nearby dtein 1830 (comer of presant Beach Road). In 1851, the Methodist Church was rebuilt
and the first town hall was constmcted a the comer of State Highway and SAt Pond Road. They
were soon joined by a school on the opposite Sde of the Highway. Joshua Atwood kept a store
and post officein his house a the comer of State Highway and St Pond Road during this period
as well. These public-oriented buildings were accompanied by a cluster of dwelling houses The
higtorical significanceand integrity of the areawere both recognized and enhanced in 1986 when
the 25-building Old Town Center Historic District was designated as a Local higtoric District.
(continued)
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The gar of thismid-19* century cluster & Salt Pond soon began to wane however, while that of
the district rose, as the center shifted southward.

Thewindmill (2515 State Highway, map #29), which played a centrd rolein a predominantly
agricultural economy such as Eastham's, was the first structure of importanceto be located in the
digtrict. Itsorigins are undear, but mogst sources agreethat it was built dsawhere and moved to
Eagham c. 1795-97.

Windmills were an important power source inaregionwith few strong water privileges, and none
on the Lower Cgpe beyond Brewster. As dructures that were eesy to disasssemble, many
windmills shareatrait of moving from steto ste. Eagham wasfirst served by a water-powered
grist mill on Stony Brook in what is now Brewster. 1t was congructed by millwright Thomas
Paine for Govemor Thomas Prence (1661-63) and wes later operated by members of the Clark
Family. The digtance to thismill made development of wind and tidal mills attractive. Eagham
hed atidemill on Sdt Pond before 1684, the same year in which Paine built Cgpe Cod's first
windmill for the Town of Eagtham, in what is now Orleans.

Seth Knowles isthe name most commonly assodaed with the early history of the windmill a
Eagham Center. According to historic mgpsand severd secondary sources, the mill wasfirst
located eedt of the State Highway a Sat Pond and moved to its present Ste in the first decede of
the 19* century. It played acmcid role in Eagham where agriculture remained the maingtay of
the economy from the time of initial settlement well into the 20* century, despite a serious soil
depletion a the beginning of the 19* century. The earliest settlers from the 17* century colonia
govemment seat @ Plymouth were attracted by the fertility of Eegtham's soilsand, inlater years,
it was the only town in the region producing sufficient grain for export.

Thewindmill is sad to have ground not only thetypical grains from areafarms, but dso sdt from
local sdtworks, and tree bark for the tannery that sood on Great Pond, a short distance west of
the district.

Other properties in the district with recorded agricultural assodiaions include the Knowles-
Penniman House (map #32) a 2645 State Highway, which was occupied by fanner James
Penniman c. 1876-1908. The Swift-Dalev House (map #24) a 2375 State Highway, which dates
to c. 1741, wes the centerpiece of alarge farm owned by members of the prominent Knowles
family until the mid-19* century. The Earl Rvder House (map #9) a 90 Samaosat Road, with its
rambling connected farmstead form, remains as the dearest physica reflection of agricultura
activity. Many of the other dwellings in the district undoubtedly had agricultural associations as
well.

The areaaround the windmill, which now condtitutes the district, remained very sparsdy

populated until the mid-19t"century when thethird (early 19* century) town center around Salt

Pond began to expand southward. The Elijah E. Knowles House and Store (map #1) a the comer
(continued)
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of State Highway and Depot Road is an early example of that trend. Elijah weas the son of
Harding Knowles. He married twice; first to Mercy Myrick in 1841 and later to Tabitha
Holbrook. Elijah served as posgmaster from 1841 to 1843, was amember of the Town Hall
building committee in 1851, and acted as asdgant ass=s3or of internal revenue from 1863 until
the division was abolished. {Deyo: 736). In the 1870s he kept a gore a his house

At the same time, asmall commercia/industrial node was beginning to develop on Samosat Road
in the vicinity of Great Pond. It was herethat Edward Clark built alarge three story tannery that
operated from 1866 to 1875, followed by abrief stint as acannery. Clark obtained hides by boat
from Boston, and probably received others from Gudavus and Nathaniel Swift's daughter house
a Thumpertown which was in operation during the same period. The Brothers owned the Swift-
Ddev House (2375 State Highway; mep #24) for a short time in the mid-19* century (c. 1859
63). Gudavus darted his career by peddling dressed meat door-to-door, and gradualy expanded
to become acattle deder, making weekly tripsto Boston's cattle market in Brighton. By 1875,
he had edablished offices as far west as Chicago, where he founded the highly successful mesat
packing firm of Swift & Company. Originally capitaized a $300,000, the busnesswas worth $3
million within two yearsand $25 million by the time of his degth in 1903.

The Clark tannery closed in 1875 due to competition from larger factorieswith more efficient
modem methods dsawhere. Prophetically the tannery reused timbers from the third
Congregational Church which had bean dismantled in 1864 after the congregeation dissolved.
This single act symbolized anew era in Eagham and foreshadowed the southward shift of the
town center.  This symbol was given substance by the introduction of the Cgpe Cod Railroad in
1870, and congtmction of a depot on Samosat Road, between Great and Long Ponds Thisline
had dowly been progressing down the peninsula Snce the first ssgment a Boume was complete
in 1848; the first pessenger train arriving in 1870. Nickolas P. Knowles (map #3) who lived & 60
Depot Road, sarved as station mader until his degth in 1833. He was sucoeaded by Capt. Eldad
Higgins (map #23), who resided a 295 Samosat Road, just eest of the depot.

The Town of Eagham was sarved by two depots, one in Eagham Center and one a North Ea
The Eagham Center depot, located on the south Sde of Samoset Road, was the primary station.
Simeon Deyo, writing in 1890, described the gtation as a " pretty building, with its sitting room
and offices for railroad purposes' and "the center of attraction for Sghtseers and tourists.” { Deyo:
736) According to the Massachusetts Historical Commission, "The depot became the center of
activity from which dairy and poultry farmers shipped milk to Provincetown and their eggs to
Boston." Deyo impliesthat the depot was instrumenta in bringing summer resort development to
Eagtham, and in connecting Eastham's citizensto the larger world.

The railroad d <o fiirthered the commercia development that had been initiated by the tannery.

As s in higtoric views, and described in avariety of sscondary sources, the depot cornplex

quickly grew to include awater windmill and doragetank, afreight house, grain house, abam of
(continued)
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the Station Agent's horse and wagon, Clark’'s Generd Store and Pogt Office, and the depot. The
generd gore opened in 1871 under the ownership of Edward Clark and later operated by hisson
George H. Clark.

The coming of the railroad dso stimulated resdentia growthin the district. Many houses date to
this period including the Nickolas P. Knowles House (60 Depot Road, ¢. 1863; mep #3), the Earl
Ryder House (90 Samost Road, ¢. 1865-75; mgp #9), the Chester Horton House (155 Samoset
Road, ¢. 18605 map #12), the William H. Nickerson House (215 Samosat Road, ¢. 1830; mgp
#16), and the Capt. Eldad Higgins House (295 Samosat Road, 1885; mep #23) and its former
carriage house, now adwelling a 285 Samoset Road (mgp #21). Most are smple front-gable
houses, but three are examples of the Second Empire style.

The character of the district took another tum in the late-19* and early-20* centuries, largely
influenced by an active Village Improvement Society who brought forth the issues of aesthetics
and higtoric preservation for the first time. During this period, the district developed as acivic
ingtitutional focus, usurping one more role from the older Sdt Pond areaito the north. Residentia
congtruction continued as well.

The efforts of the Village Improvement Society were preceded by constmction of the First
Universalist Chapd (map #17) a 220 Samosat Road in 1899. Thiswes the first ingtitutional use
in the district, initiating the migration of such functions from the SAt Pond area. Eastham's
Universalist Society was organized on August 12,1889. Theorigina twenty-three members held
their first meeting in the 1851 Town Hall that ood on SAt Pond Road, north of the NR district.
Rev. Donald Frazer of Orleans served as part-time minister from 1889-92. John E. Ryder was
dected presdent and Luther Smith heeded the Sunday School. Ceptain Edward Penniman (see
Fort Hill NR form), who was one of the wedlthiest and mog respected men in Eagham, wasa
parishioner and strong supporter, who saved as chairman of the building committee. Elkany
Hopkins has bean identified as builder of the chapel. The Society had grown to 49 members by
the timethe chapd was dedicated on January 29, 1890. The Eagham Universalist Society joined
the Cgpe Cod Conference of Unitarian, Congregationdist, and other liberal Chrigtian Churchesin
1932.

In many communities, esablished Congregationd societies merged with other denominations,
like Unitariansand Universalists. In Eagtham, the Congregationa society dissolved in 1864 and
its meeting house had been recycled as atannery in 1866, long before formation of the
Universalist Society. The Universdist Chapd remains today as the only surviving ecclesagtical
building in Ea. Non-extant Eastham churches include three Congregational meeting housss and
two Methodist churches There former presence isrecaled today by the locations of their
burying grounds.

Eagtham's Village Improvement Society was organized in 1891 and remained active for about 35
years. Their gated purpose was the improvement of public buildings and grounds. During that
(continued)
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period, and especidly in the early years, the Society played amajor role in sheping the character
of the Eagham Center NRHD. They were respondgble for the acquisition and preservation of the
old windmill, for creation of Windmill Park, for the congtruction of the Public Library, and for
other civic improvement and beautification projects. By the end of itsfirst year in 1892, the
Society boaged amembership of 137, with eech paying dues of 25 cents. Additional funds were
raised by bake sdes, dam bakes, fireworks, dramatic performances, etc.

In 1895, the Society proposed linking their two major objectives by commissioning architect
Charles A. Rogers to sudy reuseof the windmill as alibrary. A surviving eevation drawing a
the Eagham Historical Society archives adds afew windows to the octagond windmill and
encircles itwith averanda to creste abuilding of consderable charm. This schemewes not acted
upon, however. Ingead the Society accomplished their god in 1897 when they financed
construction of the Eagham Public Library (mep #15) a 190 Samoset Road. The land wes
donated by William H. Nickerson, who lived across the dreat a& 215 Samosat Road (map #16).
Capt. James Savage, chairman of the building committeg, is said to have influenced the design of
the library through his desire to place the windows high enough 0 as not to didract reeders
atention. Thetown leasad the building from the VIS from 1897-1903, & which time they
purchesed itfor $1. Eastham'slibrary originated in 1878, and was housed for many yearsin the
hall above George Clark's store, which stood just west of the railroad tracks on Samoset Road.
By 1890 the library had a collection of severa hundred volumes and was supported by an annud
town grant of $60.

Having accomplished their god of providing Eastham with a proper library building, the Society
immediately tumed their attention to preservation of the old windmill (map #29) which hed fallen
into disrepair. Thomas K. Paine, who took over operation of the mill after retiring as kegper of
the Billingsgate Light in 1884, was the lag full-timemiller. In 1904, after severd yearsof fund
raising, the Society sucocesded in purchaang the windmill and two adjoining lotsfrom James E.
Sedefor $113.50. The appedingly quaint windmill quickly becameatourist attraction and
aubject of many early 20* century postcards; it was managed by the VIS and operated on a part-
time badsuntil 1928. At that time the Society offered the mill to the town, which gppropriated
$500 for that purpose with the stipulation that the money be usad to establish atmst fiind. 1t was
fully restored in the mid-1930s. Messured drawings and photographs were prepared in 1935
when the mill was recorded in the Historic American Builders Survey as Massachusdits Site 2-21.

The actions of both the VIS and town represent one of the earliest successful historic preservation
efforts on Cgpe Cod, an accomplishment even more impressive in atown whaose population
hovered around 500 resdents through the early-20* century.

The centra role of the digtrict in the life of the community was once again confirmed in 1912-13

when a handsome new Colonia Revival style Town Hall (mep #28) was congtructed at 2500

Sae Highway, replacing the smdler wood-frame town hall that hed been congtructed in 1851 a

the intersection of State Highway and St Pond Road. After the new Town Hall was completed,
(continued)
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the old building was sold a public auction to John H. Smart, who remodded itfor ue asa
dwelling house. Prior to 1851 town meetings hed bean held inloca churches, giving riseto the
term "meeting house" A plan for enlarging the old town hall was conddered a town meeting in
1902, but the motion did not carry.

In 1911 the town voted to pay $200 ayear for eight yeersto any individual who was willing to
build a suitable town hall. Ingtead, asingle philanthropist, Timothy Smith (1835-1917), donated
the present town hall in memory of hisfamily. It was competed a acogt of $15,000 and
dedicated on May 22, 1913. The ceremony was amajor public event that included music,
Foeaches and refreshments aong with ademondration of the ges lighting sysem.  Smith was
bom in Eagham on May 27, 1835 and leamed the retail trade in nearby Harwich before moving
to Bogtonin 1862. He and his cousin, James Knowles, esablished a large department tore
known as the Timothy Smith Company in Boston's Roxbury section. Smith and hiswife, Ellen
Brett, died without heirs and left their fortune to avariety of charitable organizations. In
Eastham, they established a $25,000 fund whaose proceeds were to be used to support the needy,
purchase books for the library, provide scholarships, ad maintain the Town Hall. Bronzewall
tablets were placed in the Town Hall inaceremony on August 26, 1916, dedicated to the memory
of Eegham'sfounders. Lt. Governor Calvin Coolidge represented the Commonwedth and
unveiled the plague honoring Govemor Thomas Prence. 1n 1920, the Society of Colonial Wars
placed the First Encounter Memorial onthe lawn of the Town Hall.

In the years between the two World Wars, the district shared in someof the summer resort
deve opment that characterized Eagham during that period. Thewindmill was an important
tourist attraction, with regular grinding demondgtrations until 1984. The attraction gpawvned
related private commerciad endeavors like Begtrice M. Barrett's Old Windmill Gift Shop and
housekesping cottages on Samosat Road acrossfrom the windmill. Mrs. Raymond L. Daey
operated abakery a her home, the Swift-Dalev House (2375 State Highway; MHC #28; mep
#24), and ds0 operated Daley's Cottages in the Fines a Cook's Brook Beech.

The Eagtham Superette (2475 State Highway, 1930; magp #27) established by Mr. And Mrs. Otis
Barton in 1930 was probably the most important business of the period. Housed inan over-
scded Cape Cod cottage, it originally served as combination dore and redaurant. Thegone
fireplace that remains today isareminder of that early period. Aspodmeder as assgant
postmeagter, the Bartons dso kept the Eagham Center Pog Officein arear wing. Following Otis
Barton's desth, Edward and Bemice Brown purchasad the businessin 1952, converted the
resaurant to additional generad sore goace, and added gas pumps and tourist cabins. 1n a 1954
vacation handbook, the Browns advertised the "Windmill Cabins $5/cabin” in addition to
"Groceries-Cold Meats-Frozen Foods-Magazines-Gulf Station-Sneck and Dairy Bar." When the
Browns curtailed this part of their busness, severd cabins were moved to Sat Pond Haven a
Locust Road and State Highway; one was moved to the town landing and parking lot a the end of
(continued)
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Dyer Prince Road on Rock Harbor where it now serves as an information booth. The Brown's
son David now mnsthe busness.

In addition to commercia enterprises and tourist cabins cited above, severd summer cottages
were congmcted on the shore of Long Pond during this period.

Modern Period

The Modem Period has been one of continuation and consolidation for the Eastham Center
Historic District. |t remains the town center and retains itssmal scde, small town character.
Severd events of particular importance are noted below.

The most important was the cessation of passenger rail service in the early 1940s and dismantling
of the depot, which was recycled as abeachsde summer cottage. The other buildings that mede
up the depot complex, including Clark's Store, have dso disgppeared.  Thetracks were removed
in 1967, and abicycle path subsequently created on the right-of-way. The declinein rail sarvice
wes paraleled by improvements to local roadways, especidly the State highway. 1t was paved in
1920, then widened to four lanesin 1938 after new auto bridges over the Cgpe Cod Cand
increesed motor traffic to the Lower Cape

Eagham cdebrated its Tercentenary in 1951-52. Many activities took place in the didtrict,
centered around the town hall and Windmill Park. Soon afterward, in 1958, Sdectman Bemard
C. Collins persueded town meeting to gppropriate $35,000 to purchesethree lots of land and
buildings that sood on the eest end of Windmill park, where they blocked viewsof the windmill
from the town hall and State Highway. Demolition of thase buildings to improve Windmill Park
might befrownedupon by preservationists today, but it was certainly in the spirit of the tum-of-
the-century vision forged by the Village Improvement Society.

Recent development in the district hes conssed dmogt entirely of residentid infill with
dwellings that conform to the scale, materials, massing and generd simplicity of their
predecessors. 1n addition, severd pond-side summer cottages have been expanded and
winterized, but generdly retaintheir higtoric charecter.

Severd dwellings have been converted to other uses while maintaining their historic cheracter.
Ore isthe Swift-Daley House (2375 State Highway, c. 1741; MHC #28; map #24) which wes
granted to the Eagham Historica Society by Verena Ddey in 1974 as part of alifeetate. Snce
1937 the property has bean oparated as ahistoric house museum. The age, high degree of
preservation, and muUi-layered historical assodiations of this property lend sufficient sature to
define the southem end of the district from the more recent commercia devel opment that

A characterizes State Highway south of this point. The Elijah Knowles House (10 Depot Road,
1831-1858;, MHC #63; map #1) which served as ahouse and restaurant in the 19* century and a
summer house in the early-20* century, hes retumed to itsorigina use It now housesa redl
edae office onthefirst floor.

(continued)



NPS fom  1»«0(X O<ua Adpra®™W Mat t(B*.00t$

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Eastham Center Historic District

. Eastham (Barnstable Co.), Mass.
Section number Page ( )

Additions have been made to town buildingsto kegp pacewith rapid pos-1940 growth. A large
wing was congmcted & the rear of the Town Hall in 1951 following apopulation jump from 582
in 1940to 859 in 1950. At the same time, asmadl two-bay fire station was erected on the north
dde of town hall, and outgrowth of the Eagham Volunteer Fireman's Association, organized in
1941. A large rear wing was added to the library in 1961, and alarger fire Sation erected in
1967; reflecting major population increesed to 1,200 in 1960 and 2,043 adecade later. Following
continued rises to 3472 in 1980 and 4,462 in 1990, the town hall underwent a major
rehabilitation in 1995.

Archaeological Significance

Although sixty-nine prehistoric sStes have been identified in the town of Eagham, mog are
poorly documented with locational information only. Few Stes have been systematicaly studied
a theintra- dtelevel. Recent archaeologica gudies within the boundaries of the Cgpe Cod
National Seashore have produced the mog rdiable and detailed dudies in the area, however, they
are biasad by the seeshore boundaries. Additional survey and testing isnesded in Eagham and in
other neighboring townsto form amore representative and unbiased modd of prehigtoric
sttlement and subsgencein the area Given the adove information, any Stesfound in the
district areacould potentialy be significant. Prehistoric dtesin the district may contain
information that helps better underdand the importance of interior coastal aress within larger
Native American settlement systems  Potentiad dtesin the district may dso contain information
relating to the effects of s leve rise on Native subsgence in the areaespecialy the point a
which shdllfish bedsin Nausst Harbor and the Town Cove became an important food resource to
loca Native Americans. Prehistoric Stesmay dso contain information relating to the changing
availability of different goedesof shellfish and rdated climatic and coagtd change. Information
may aso be presant relating to lithic procurement and technologies. Podt glacial soilsin this area
contain lithic materids in the form of cobbles that were usad by Native Americansfor tool
manufacture. Potentia prehistoric Stesin the district may contain information indicating how
these materias were obtained and reduced to varioustool forms.

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potentia to document many of the
socid, cultural and economic characterigtics that typified Eastham's settlement and growth
throughout much of the 18* through 20* centuries. Further documentary research together with
archaeological survey and testing may provide additiona details on Eagtham's scatered 17% and
early 18* century settlement for which few details survive. Asdefrom potential archaeol ogica
resources assodiated with the Swift-Daly House (ca. 1741) and State Highway, little additional
evidence, if any, survives from this periodin the district area Structural evidence from
outbuildings and detailed analys's of occupationa related features assodated with the Swift-Daly
House can provideimportant information relating to 18* century lifewaysin the Lower Cgpe

(continued)
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locde and the extent to which self-sufficiency may have characterized the local economy. This
andyss may document the importance of agriculture in the town and the extent to which
additiona indugtries were pursued inindividual and locad economies. Similar information can
a0 be obtained for 19* century reddencesin the district. During the late 19¢ and 20* centuries,
information may aso be present to help better understand the growth of the tourist industry and
it'srolein the local economy. Thisinformation may help to underd¢and and document the
southward shift of the third town center a Sat Pond after the railroad and later institutional focus
grew in the Eagham Center area. Analysis of soil dratigraphy assodated with the State Highway
may aso contain information which ties together over 300 yearsof Eastham's occupation.
Beyond itsuse as aprobable Native trail, evidence may be present detailing the history of road
building technology from the town's initial settlement in the 17* century to the present.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundaries for the Eagham Center Historic District recognize the village clugter that
developed around the Eagtham Depot of 1870.

The State Highway forms the eestem boundary which encompasses severd historic properties
that have survived on the west Sde of this mgjor thoroughfare. The Eagham Town Hall is the
only property on the eest Sde of the highway that detes to the period of significance and retains
higtoric integrity, and isthe only property onthat 9de included in the district.

The southem boundary isdefined by the Swift-Daley House, which is the oldest property in the
district. Theage, excdlent gate of preservation, and multi-layered historical assoaations of the
Swift-Daley House, coupled with its Satus as an historic house musaum giveit enough stature to
define the southem end from the more recent commercial development that characterizes State
Highway south of this point.

The westem boundary on Samoset Road fallsjust short of the fomier railroad tracks despite the
semind role played by the railroad in digtrict history. Thisis because the depot complex and
related commercid buildings disgppeared after cessation of rail sarvice in the 1940s and the
tracks themsdves have been replaced by abicycletrail, following acommon regiona pattem.
The Second Empire style Ceapt. Eldad Higgins House & the comer of Samaoset and Bridge Roads
now presents a strong visual anchor & thisend of the district. 1t also possesses direct historical
associaions with the railroad, thus representing that agpect of district history. The former
ummer cottage a 290 Samosat Road isincluded becauseit dates to the period of significance,
while dwellings further west do not.

The northem boundary was the mogt problematic because Eastham'sthird town center originated
in thisarea. The Knowles-Penniman House was sdected as the northem terminus on Sate
Highway for severd reasons Thisareaisdreedy recognized and protected as aloca historic
district known as the Old Town Center Historic District, and because the NR district represents a
distinct and important theme of railroad-rdated development that caused the mid-19™ century
center to expand southward in the late-19™ and early-20™" centuries.

The northwest boundary is formed by the Long Pond which defines the rear ot linesof properties
on the north sde of Samosat and Depot Roads Many of these properties originated as summer
cottages and were later converted to year-round use. The boundary includes one property on Mill
Road, because it rdates to that early to mid-century trend, and becauseit helps to even out the
north boundary.

(continued)



M>SFoni<1»40»<a OMB AppteftiMa. 1024-O0ia

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Eastham Center Historic District
1Q/II 211 Eastham (Barnstable Co.), Mass.

Section number Page

Northward expandon of the didtrict, to include the local higtoric district, dong with intervening
properties on Mill Road and State Highway, and possibly others in the vicinity of the LHD,
should be considered in the future.

(end)

11. PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs taken by Candace Jenkins, negatives in possesson of photographer
April 1998

Town Hall, 2500 State Highway, facing NE [2.13]

Elijah Knowles House, 10 Depot Road, facing NW [2.14]

Public Library, 190 Samosat Road [4.98]

First Universalist Church/Chapd in the Pines, 220 Samoset Road [2.3]

Eagham Superette, 2475 Sate Highway, facing SV [5.1]

Facing E on Samoset Road, Town Hall, with Windmill Park to left [4.6]

Earl Ryder House and atached bam, 90 Samosat Road, facing NE [2.6]
Nickolas P. Knowles House, 60 Depot Road, facing NE [2.8]

Capt. Eldad Higgins House, shaop and garage, 295 Samosat Road, facing E [2.16]
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(end)
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Street Address

10 Depot Road

20 Depot Road

60 Depot Road

70 Depot Road

80 Depot Road

50 Mill Roed

55 Mill Road

25 Samosst Road

55 Samos=t Road

90 Samosat Road

125 Samoset Road
150 Samoset Road

155 Samost Road

District Data Sheet

Historic Name

Elijah Knowles House and Storre
"Meadow Marsh"

House
2 sheds

Nickolas P. KnowlesHouse
2 Sheds

House (sat back)

Cottages/outbuildings (set back)

House (Tea Hummock)

undeveloped; volley ball court

House

Chegter Horton House
Cottage

Earl Ryder House
Attached bam

Undeve oped/wooded | ot
House

Cheser Horton House
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Date
1831-58
1956
lae 20* C.

1858-63
C. 1940/1990

1968
1946 (5)
1957(2)
1987(1)

Early 20* C.

C1900
Cl 900

1865-75
19* C.

C.1863

Style

Itdianate/lQueen Anne

Reproduction Cepe

Italianate dements

Summer cottege

Summer cottege

Summer cottege

Ranch

No style, front gable
No style

Second Empire

Ranch

Status/
Type

C/B

NC/B

2NC/B

2C/B
NC/B

NC/B

5CB

3NC/B

cB

\Y

NC/B

2C/B

2C/B

\Y

NC/B

Greek Revival demeants C/B

front gable



MHC #

70

71

M ap#/photo

13

14

15/3

17/4

5

21

23/9

24

Eastham Center Historic District, Eastham (BarnstableCo.), M A

Street Address

175 Samos=t Road

185 Samos=t Road
190 Samos=t Road

215 Samos=t Road

220 Samosst Road

260 Samost Road
279 Samost Road
280 Samos=t Road
285 Samos=t Road

290 Samosst Road

295 Samosst Road

2375 Sate Highway

District Data Sheet

Historic Name

House
2 ca gaage
House

Eagtham Library

William H. Nickerson House
shed

First Universaist Chapd
granite post/ironrail fence

Undeve oped/wooded | ot

House

Undeveloped pond frontage

House (ex-Eldad Higgins Carriage H.)
House

Capt. Eldad Higgins House
Cottage/workshop/ 2 car garage
Swift-Daley House

Dune Shack (movedto Site)

Shad
Garage/Tool mussum
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Date Style
Cl920 Four Square
C.1950
1959 Reproduction Cepe
1897 No Style
Cl1880 Queen Anne dements
C.1980 front gable
1839 Stick Style/Queen Anne
Early 20* C.
1920 Summer Cottege
c. 1830s Second Empire
1944 Summer Cottage
Updated
1836 Second Empire

late 19*/early 208'C. No Style

C174 Georgian; five bay

Status/
Type

C/B
NC/B

NC/B
C/B

CB
NC/B

CB
s

C/B

C/B

C/B

C/B
2C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B



MHC #

01

30

M ap#/photo

25

26

27/5

28/1,6

29/6

30

31

32

Eastham Center Historic District, Eastham (Barnstable Co.), M A

Street Address

2425 Sae Highway

2455 Sate Highway

2475 Sate Highway

2500 Sate Highway

2515 Sate Highway

2555 Sate Highway

2605 Sate Highway

2645 Sate Highway

TOTAL RESOURCE SUMMARY

District Data Sheet

Historic Name

House
Shed

Doll Hospital/antique shop/garage
House

Eagtham Superette

Sorage Shed

Town Hall

First Encounter Memorial
Windmill Park

Windmill

Water trough/Town Pump

Beach Plum Motor Lodge; house/office

Motel Units
Swimming pool

House

Knowles-Penniman House
bara

18N/C Buildings;

Objects
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Date

mid-20* C.

1912
1920

early 20* C.
c. 1790s
lae 19¢ C.

1900
1949

late 20* C.

1960

mid 19* C.

I C Site;
40 C

Status/
Syle Type
Reproduction Cepe c/B
No Style 2NC/B
No Style
Reproduction Cgpe C/B

Reproduction Capewith  C/B
later wings

No Style NC/B
Colonia Reviva C/B
C/0
C/S
c/s
c/s
Colonia Reviva 2C/B
No Style
NC/St
Colonia Reviva NC/B
(gambrd)

No Stylefrontgable C/B
C/B

3C 1IN/C  Structures
19 N/C TOTAL
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 13, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed plesse find the following nomination for:
Eagham Center Historic District, Eagham (Bamdable Co.), Massachusetts

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Stiate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Loca Govermment

community of Eagtham were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60-120 days
beforethe meeting. One letter of objection hes been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg, National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

cc: George Abbott, Chair, Eagham Historical Commission, CLG
Candace Jenkins, Presarvation Consultant
Thomeas Newton, Chair, Easgham Board of Sdectmen
e Leven, Eassgham Town Panner
Sarah Korjeff, Cgpe Cod Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
iviviu. state, ma.  us/sec/mhc



