


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if apnliQjtjle)

The Dani and Soldani Factory is significant as a building associated
with the optical industry that domi nated the Southbridge econony

through the late [~ fch and CdyW ZDth centuries, bringing economc
expansion that contr buted to the growth of the town. 't meets
National Register criteria A and C at the local level and retains
integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship, design,
feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the attached

assessors mp are those of current ownership.

ARH IE]LFPLS H Describe inportant architectural features axd evaluate in terns of
ot her bur | di ngs v(\?\tlhin the conmuni ty. b

Typical of early-ZOth century brick factory buildings in Southbridge, this structureis
simple in design with corbellingat the eaves and broad segmented arched wi ndows. |ndicative
of itsperiod of construction are the cement wi ndow sills.

Today the. building remains intact as an early—20th century light industrial shop. It still
retains itsmultipaned wood wi ndow sash and an appropriate painted sign on the street

facade.

HSTORCL SANHCANE FExplain the role omwers pIayed inlocal o state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity:

This buildingws originally built to house the Optical Lens Conpany, about x“hich [little
information has been found. A study of available Southbridge directories suggests that the
conpany was established ab<?ut 1914 when the buildingwas built. |t remained in business

into the 1920's. The conpany was not listed in the 1930 directory. Following the success
of the American Optical Conpany during the late-19th and early—20th centuries, a nunber of
smal| optical manufacturers hopefully set up business here also. A few were successful and
remai ned i n business for nmany years, others® such as this one* asted only a few years.

Dani and Soldani, established by Eugenio Dani and G ovanni Soldani, was the earliest
[talian manufacturer to establish itself in Southbridge. A early as 1912 the tw men were
listed inthe directory as carpenters living at the sane address, 5 Em Street. The
conpany was officially founded about 1914, first operating from the rear of their Hm Street
house. Later i t moved to the Armory on Central Street. In 1926 Dani and Sol dani noved to
the present location where the conpany still remains in business today. Mkers of counter
di splay cabinets, the conpany enployed forty hands in the 1930's.

Italians began arriving in Southbridge in the late—19th century. The greatest Italian
influx, however, cane between 1910 and 1916, just before World Wr | . Dani and Sol dani
appear to have arrived during this period as they were not listed in the 1902 directory.
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000294



