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Firehouse # 13 is located in the western section of the city and is several
blocks away from the Portland National Register District (listed Feb., 1980).
Seventeen firehouses of architectural and histprical merit were nominated
to the National Register in September, 1980, This structure was identified
after legal notices for the Kentucky State Review Board were published and
is an addendum teo that thematic nomination.

Firehouse # 13 is a two-story, buff colored brick structure showing the
influence of the Spanish Renaissance Revival style. The facade has a large
firedoor sheltered by a deep overhanging porch hood. The hood 1is supported

by paired brackets in ornately carved double scrolls. The first and second
stories. are arcticulated by a raised brick band. The second story has coupled
arched windows with Brick voussoirs and a twisted colonette articulating the pair.
The corner areas of the second story have circular medallions. The structure

is surmounted by a brick parapet with an inset stone balustrade, '
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Louisville retains an interesting collection of firehouses rumning the

gamut from Greek Revival to Art Deco in style.. The firehouse was often the
most important public structure built in a neighborhood and was generally
reflective of the architecture and scale which was prevelant in the area in
which it was constructed . .Firehouse #13 is an excellent example of
twentieth century revival style architecture. The structure utilizes

motifs of the Spanish Renaissance and is architecturally the finest firehouse
built during the 1920s in the city.

Firehouse #13 was built to serve the Shawnee neighborhood in estern Louisville,
an area that saw its greatest period of development in the 1920s and
1930s. This structure is the finest firehouse to survive from the

1920 s in Louisville. The decorative classical detailing and Spanish
Renaissance flavor of the building echos the interest in period revivals

found throughout the Shawnee neighborhood.

Firehouse # 13 was designed by the architectural firm of Weinedel and Sanders.
Theifirm operated in Louisville in the 1920s and 1930s.. Little is known '
about the firm but several public commission have been attributed to them. 2.

Firehouse # 13 is an important element in the stylistic evolution of
Louisville public architecture. The neighborhood firehouse represents
the expanding role of local government in meeting the needs of the
citizenry of their growing commmities. Firehouse j# 13 is an excellent
example of the broad range of revival styles popular in the 1920s.
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