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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Memorial Hall is a large cathedral-like structure with walls of red ani
black brick, trim in Nova Scotia sftone, and a massive centrsl tower, The
building has a2 cruciform vlan. The long arm, running east-vest, is about
310 feet in length and two stories in height: the short {north-south) arm,
or transepts, three-stories high, is 11b feet long and, including the
flanking Sowers, about 89 feet wide. The apse and nave sections of ths long
axis have Gothic {tracery windows set in the second story level between their
exterior buttresses. The north and south endtof the transevnts are ecach
three bays wide, arcaded, contain the main entrances, agre flanked by wide
square three-story towers that are topped by high pyramidal roofs. The
second and third story levels of these ends, and also of the gable end at the
west end of the nave gpre each occupled by a giant tracery window that
includes a rose window in its design. In the center, over the crossing of
the arms, rises o massive square brick tower, about five stories in helight.
The tall pinnacled roof that once surmounted this tower was uestroyed by fire
an.i has never been rebuilt.

In function the structure is divided into three sections: At the west,
was a dining hall, in the center, a memorial hall, and to the east, a theater
or auditoriwa. The dining hall, uow called the Great Hall, is 5S¢ feet &
inches wide and 149 feet long. The interior walls show the brick
construction and there are galleries at the easgt ani west ends. The room is
ten bays long and nine of these bays, on either side, are occupied by stained
glass tracery windows, The spectacular vaulted ceiling is of the open-
timber hammer-besam type.
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The Memorial Hall, or vestibule, of the center transept section is
112 feet long (interior dimensions), 30 feet wide, and 58 fcet high. The
pavement is marble, the walls plastered, and the vaulted ceiliug with
vaulting shafts below ig of brown ash., The walls below are occupled Lo the
heizht of 10 feet by a carved black walnut screen in the form of an arcude.
Th= arches, 27 in nurber, contain a mcrbhle tablet sv a
inloy of carvrel end colored marbles. On these tablets are
nenes of the 13¢ graiuates or students of Harvard who fell in defense of the
Union during the Civil War. Abowve these the wall is occupied by inscrivtions)
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4 center .oor in the west wall gives access to the Great Hall, or
dining room, and two doors in elther end of the east wall of the hall open
into the Sanders Theater or Auwditorium. These latter doors are on tnres
Jifferent levels and are reached by meens of two staircases.

The Sanders Theater is located in the "apse” and east end of the
structure., The seven-gided room, with a stained-glass tracery window set in
each bay, is about 95 feet long east-west and 100 feet broad at the west
wall., The stagze or platform is set against the west wall and the seats,
arvanged in three general tiers, rise against the other surrouniiing wells,
Thig rooms also has a great vaulted ceiling and exposed wooden ribs.
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The Interiors, like the exterior, is still substantially original, and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by William Robert Ware and Henry Van Brunt and erected in
1870-73, Memorial Hall is one of the boldest, most drametic, and original
examples of a public building composed in the mature High Victorian Gothic

central tower, Memorial Hall remains substantially as built,
Hiatory

The competition for designing a building as & memorial to Harvard men
who die: in defense of the Union in the Civil War was won in 1365 by
illizm R. Ware and Henry Van Brunt of Boston. Their plan called for a
Victorian Gothic structure in a cathedral form in which the nave would
serve as the dining hall, the transepts as the memorial hall, and the apse
as a theater.

The foundations of the dining hall and memorial vestibule were lald in
1870, the walls and roof completed in 1872, and voth sections were dediczte
in 1374. Work on the Sanders theater portion began in the sovring of 1375
and was finished in 1373. Total cost of construction was about §375,000.
The nave and apse sections of the building have gerved a wide range of
secular purposes over the years: as dining hall and theater, refectory ani
concert hall, and also for commencement exercises. 1In the 1%40's a fire
destroyed the tall pinnacled roof that originally crowned the central ftower
and this feature has never been replaced.

style in the United States. Except for the loss of the hiszh roof of the tall

o
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1800-1900 (Cembridge, 1945), 75-76, ?8-79.

Christopher Tunnard and Heney H. Reed, American Skyline (Boston, 1955), 113.

Jonn Burcherd and Alberit wush-Brown, The Architecture of America, A/Social
and Cultvral History {Boston and Toronto, 196l), 116, 173-
75, 179, 106, 191.

4lan Gowans, Images of American Living (Philadelphia an
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Wew York, 1964),
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ey 30, 1885, 259: Feoruvary 2€, 1807, 107.
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Bulletin, IIT (Spring, 1949), 213-231.
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