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The Cordenio Severance House is situated on spacious grounds at the 
intersections of County Road 20 and County Road 19, one mile northeast of Cottage 
Grove. Landscaping includes a high hedge border along the traveled roads, and 
spacious front lawn (east of the house), a formal rose garden to the south of the 
house, and a gravelled driveway to the north.

The exterior of the house indicates a chronology of significant modifications. 
The original farmstead house (now the kitchen portion) is a simple frame structure 
virtually devoid of architectural embellishment. To this structure was added 
an Italianate two story section which contained dining room and parlors. The 
style of this addition suggests a date of ca. 1880. Although most of these 
portions have been covered over with aluminum siding, the original wood clapboard 
remains on the southernmost gable and facade. Of note is the broken pediment 
and fan window in the attic portion.

In 1917, Severance commissioned the architect Cass Gilbert to add a two story 
ballroom and bedroom section to the north face of the building to accommodate 
distinguished guests. This addition was designed to virtually double the expanse 
of the east facade to unify the addition to the former by similar proportion in 
window treatment and roof configuration. At this time two Neo-Classic doric 
hexastyle porticoes were placed at the two major entrances. Fan windows grace 
the pediments. Other than these porticoes, only shutters convey the decorative 
feeling of the Georgian Neo-Classic plantation house. The north facade of the 
ballroom section is graced by a two story, multiwindowed semicircular bay. 
Narrow clapboard siding has been retained on the South, East, and North facades 
of the 1917 alteration.

Other than the ballroom and reception hall, the interior of the house is 
virtually without architectural embellishment. The ballroom is graced by molded 
plaster beamed ceilings of classis foliate design, maple flooring, paneled walls 
with original fabric inserts, perforated panels for pipes of the built-in organ, 
and carved wood and marble fireplace. Above the ballroom on the second floor 
are nine bedrooms and ten baths, and a section known as the "President's suite".

In general, the present owners have conscientiously preserved the house and 
immediate grounds in their appearance during the occupancy of Cordenio Severance.
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The significance of this house lies in its association with Cordenio Severance, 
a leading St. Paul attorney from 1887 through the 1920s, and as an example of an 
opulent country estate.

In 1887, Cordenio Severance, one time President of the American Bar Association 
joined in partnership with Cushman Kellogg Davis, Governor of Minnesota, United 
States Senator,'Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and scholar, 
and with Frank B. Kellogg, United States Senator, Ambassador to Great Britain, 
Secretary of State, co-author of the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact, and Justice of the 
World Court. The firm of Davis, Kellogg, and Severance enjoyed a large practice 
and handled a number of important cases in the state.

Cordenio Severance's country estate took its present shape in 1917. Cass 
Gilbert was commissioned at that time to transform an existing house into a massive 
Neo-Classic residence suitable for entertaining large groups of people. Although 
not documented, Severance's house was reported to have been a meeting place fot 
government officials. The guests are said to have included not only St. Paul's 
elite but also Queen Marie of Romania, Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, William H. 
Taft, and Warren G. Harding. It has been reported that during the 1920s drafts of 
the Kellogg-Briand.Peace Pact were written by Kellogg at this house.

The Cordenio Severance House is currently privately owned and serves as a 
single family residence.
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