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DescriEtion

The Gooseville Mill measﬁres 34" x 40'. I* ic a iwo-story frame building constructed of
10" x 10" oak timbers with cedar vertical board and batten siding (the only one in the
county) and a stone foundation.  On the north side of the mill the building extends into
a board and batten covered basement. This porfion is where the mill race runs through the
building and where the turbine is housed. Judging from the position of the race to the
building, the paddlewheel which existed on the original mill wasmost likely an overshot
type. However, no evidence of this wheel remains. The mill is situated on the east side
of Silver Creek-Cascade Road about one tenth mile north of Highway SS and is on Sfoney
Creek. The 38 acre mill pond extends to the east and north of the mill site. (1) The
dam and mill race are functional and are inciuded in the nomination as the only extant
example of the fully intact race-pond-mill complex, in its original isolated setting.
There are office and sawmill additions to the east of the structure, which are not a part
of the original mill, but do not detract from its integrity or setting. The interior
features, although intact and operable, consist of a burr mill and elevator which don't

relate to the period of pioneer milling

Significance

The mill is in excellent condition and has the burr mill, elevator and turbine (Leffel)
which are still operable with water power, but don't relate to the wheat era. The saw-
mill, run on water power, is in fact still used occassionally by the owner. The shafts,
belts and pulleys remain in tact as well. The character, setting and integrity of the
mill remains unchanged from early days. It is the last mill in the county with water
power capability and is one of two remaining custom mills in the county. Although custom
milling was a common feature in this county, this mill gains exceptional significance be-
cause it is the best remaining example of this pioneer industry, so important to the

early settlers of the county.

Unlike most situations for channelling water from the pond to the mill, the Gooseville Mill
has virtually no sluiceway._ The water spills directly from the pond to the turbine located
in the lower portion of the mill-building. The amount of water flow and therefore the power
is controlled by a sluice gate. The dam controls the water level of the pond. It was at
one time made of stones and wood, but was reconstructed of concrete when the earlier dam

weakened and broke in the early seventies. The dam was fixed and after two years as a dry
bed, the pond was once again filled in 1973. (2)

References

(1) Department of Natural Resources RAilraod Commission, June, 1915, File #59
(2) 1Ivid
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