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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Baldwin Hotel, located in the original section of Klamath Falls, is
situated on bedrock against a slight hill and faces SE toward Lake Ewauna
linking upper Klamath Lake and Klamath River. Constructed in 1905 at the

behest of Senator George Baldwin, the hotel remains essentially unaltered todhy.
The Baldwin Hotel is a large, four-story brick building in which the facphde

is organized into four bays on either side of a wide central bay. Openings
of the central bay are coupled, double~hung sish windows with segmental brick
arch heads. Other window openings also have segmental brick arch heads. The
cornice appears to be tin., There is a course of simple decorative brick
work beneath the cornice, Brick flues with corbeled caps are intact. The
building is slightly rectangular, measuring ca., 72' by 100', The ground
story is lighted by bay windows. Ground story walls are concrete and masonry
26" to 28" thick. The remaining exterior walls are brick, 14" thick. For
added support, steel beams brought to the bulding site around Cape Horn were
utilized. There are stone or cast concrete belt courses extending across
each of the three major sections of the facade at the lintel level. The
sections are defined vertically by slight projections of brick work at the
corner and the wide central bay. The interior is finished with varnished
wood paneling. A central interior stairway has clerestory lighting. The
hotel's 60 rooms are furnished in period styles. Among furnishings are 32
hollow western brass beds, 36 wood burning stoves which are still operative,
ironstone toilet tanks, and a table upon which President Theodore Roosevelt's
agreement extablishing Crater Lake National Park is purported to have been
signed. Many of the antiques have been added since 1905, but the building
itself shows few signs of alterationms. i
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Baldwin Hotel, named for its original owner, State Senator George
T. Baldwin, was constructed between 1900~1905 in Linkville (now Klamath Fall
a town Senator Baldwin believed would become the center of activity for Sout
Oregon. ‘ '
George T. Baldwin, a native of St, Louis, Missouri, came to Ashland,
Oregon,as a boy of 16, and moved to Linkville in the neighboring county in
1875, Hauling goods 180 miles from the uncompleted Southern Pacific railway
at Redding, he built up one of the largest retail hardware businesses in

{Southern Oregon. He was instrumental in establishing transportation between

the isolated Klamath Country and the outside world by promoting a rail line
to Klamath Falls.

In 1878 Baldwin and others built the Linkville Water Ditch, an irrigaf
project later developed into the Ankeny Canal, which was acquired by the U.S
Reclamation Service as the main artery for the great Klamath Project.
Baldwin, described as "one of the leading upbuilders of Southern
Oregon," pioneered many other commercial and civic enterprises, including
power and real estate projects. He served as city councilman, County Judge
and State-Senator (1917-1919) before the end of his industrious career.

Due to Linkville's inland location, much of the material used in the
construction had to travel great distances, being hauled from the coast by
mule-drawn freight wagon., Steel beams used in the foundation were brought
to Linkville via Cape Horn. The hotel was intended to be up-to-date and
comfortable. Original features were individual warming stoves and hot and
cold running water. The hotel served as a rest stop or terminus for a
succession of transportation lines, including a stage coach company, an early
boat passenger service, a freight line, and after 1909, a branch line rail-
road of the Southern Pacific System. At various times, the hotel housed
offices of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Geographic Society.

' [The Baldwin Hotel proved to be the center of social activities for South

Central Oregon during the early 1900's. Among the dignitaries to visit
Linkville and sign the guest register were: John Muir of California; Zane
Grey, the novelist; E.G. Harriman, the railroad baron; James Garfield, while
serving as Secretary of the Interior; and three Presidents while in office:
Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft and Woodrow Wilson. Theodore Roosevq
vacationed several times in the Linkville area, gateway to Crater Lake.

The current owners are Vera and Mart Jones. Mrs. Jones' parents
purchased the hotel upon Senator Baldwin's death in 1920. In May 1972, the
Oregon Historical Society designated the hotel an Oregon State Historical
Landmark.
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BALDWIN HOTEL

2. Location

The Baldwin Hotel is located in NE % SW % Section 32, T. 38 S., R 9 E.,
of the Willamette Meridian, Klamath County, Oregon. It occupies Lots 1 and 2
ob Block 24, original town plat of Klamath Falls.

9. Major Bibliographical References

Preliminary Statewide Inventory Form submitted by Vera Moore Jones, Klamath
Falls, August 24, 1971.

Portrait and Biographical Record of Western Oregon (Chicago: Chapman Publish-
ing Company, 1904), 1023-1024.

GPO 921.724



