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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wakeley Tavern, also known as Old Ferry Farm, is situated on
the Wisconsin River opposite Nekoosa. It is located at the end
of a series of rapids and falls which made it a convenient stopping
place for river travellers. Near the tavern stood Pointe Basse a
flourishing little village in the mid 1800s which became a ghost
town in the 1870s when the railroad went through Nekoosa. The
Wakeley tavern is the oldest extant building in the area. It was
built in 1837 and is a simple two-story frame structure 20' x 30'.
There is a hint of a Greek Revival pediment at each end of the
house in the rather heavy cornices and the returned eaves. Large
Victorian porches which had been added at the front and rear of the
house have been removed by the present owners to restore the house
more to its original appearance. •'The present owners have also
created French doors on the river side, but the east facade remains
much as it must have originally appeared. On a large hill near m
the house Indian "sporting games" were held, and this hill serves
as an Indian burial ground.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wakeley Tavern is the oldest extant building in Wood County and 
the site of the christening of the first white child born in the 
county. The tavern was built by Robert and Mary Wakeley of Lake 
George, New York. The Wakeleys arrived in the area by water in 1837, 
having taken a lumber raft to Cincinnati, a steamboat up the Mississippi, 
a smaller boat to Portage, and a poled raft up the Wisconsin River. 
They were forced to stop at Pointe Basse by the rapids and realized 
that other travellers would be inclined to do likewise. Indeed, their 
tavern stood at a convenient place for both land and river travellers 
to break their journey. Not only did it stand at the foot of the 
rapids, it was also at one of the very few natural fording places in 
the river. The tavern served as an inn and trading post for trappers, 
hunters, Indians, lumbermen, traders and settlers. It was -an over­ 
night stop on the stagecoach route from Necedah to Stevens Point and 
was on the military road which ran north from Galena, Illinois. In 
the 1870s when Pointe Basse began to shrink in size and importance, 
Robert Wakeley established a cable ferry running from his backyard 
to Nekoosa, thus the name "Old Ferry Farm." The ferry operated 
until 1916 when the farm was sold as a private residence.

Wakeley's Tavern is a Wisconsin Registered Landmark.
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