INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTVMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
(Rev. 6-72)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries -

complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Wisconsin
COUNTY:

Wood

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE

C OMMON:

01d Ferry Farm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Wakeley,--Robert;-Tavern

(Wakeley's Tavern)

L;L\F -

oot

STREET ANO NUMBER:

West end of Wakeley Road

CITY OR TOWN:

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Nekoosa Third
STATE CODE |COUNTY: cobe
Wisconsin 55 Wood 141
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) . TO THE PUBLIC
[ District & Building |[] Public Public Acquisition: ) Occupied Yes:
O site ] Structure Private [ in Process ) Unoccupied 0 Restricted
[ Object [ Both [J Being Considered ] Preservation work ) Unrestricted
in progress K‘ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[C] Agricultural [[] Government [ Park

[ Scientific

[ Commercial {0 Industrial K] Private Residence ] Other (Specify)

] Educational [ Military [ Religious el W~ N
| B9

] Entertainment [0 Museum '/

[] Transportation ] Comments

Charles D. Otto

LEEYET

007 ¢ 1974

-3LVLS

STREET AND NUMEER

(Wakeley Road) Box 49, Route 2

NAT &Ql
RF(VEE&éé ~

CITY OR TOWN:

Nekoosa

STATE:

UTSUODSTM

<

Wisconsin “k )

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

County Court House, Wood County

STREET AND NUMBER:

400 Market Street

poom
FALNNOD

CIiTY OR TOWN:

Wisconsin Rapids

STATE CODE

55

Wisconsin

Wisconsin Historic Preservation Plan, Vol.

I1, The Inventory

DATE OF SURVEY:

O] Federal

X] State [ County [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Wisconsin

STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street

HIEWNN ANLNI

CITY OR TOWN:

{Madison

b6l 2 293

STATE: CODE

55

Wisconsin

Ilva r

ATINO 3SN SN 3404




CONDITION

(Chec. ne)
7] Excellent K1 Good [ Fair [} Deteriorated [J Ruins [ Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [J Unaltered (] Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wakeley Tavern, also known as 0ld Ferry Farm, is situated on
the Wisconsin River opposite Nekoosa. It is located at the end

of a series of rapids and falls which made it a convenient stopping
place for river travellers. Near the tavern stood Pointe Basse a
flé?ishing little village in the mid '1800s which became a ghost
town in the 1870s when the railroad went through Nekoosa. The
Wakeley tavern is the oldest extant building in the area. It was
built in 1837 and is a simple two-story frame structure 20' x 30'.
There is a hint of a Greek Revival pediment at each end of the
house in the rather heavy cornices and the treturned eaves. Large
Victorian porches which had been added at the front and rear of the
house have been removed by the present owners to restore the house
more to its original appearance. 'The present owners have also
created French doors on the river side, but the east facade remains
much as it must have originally appeared. On a large hill near

the house Indian "sporting games' were held, and this hill serves
as an Indian burial ground.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wakeley Tavern is the oldest extant building in Wood County and
the site of the christening of the first white child born in the
county. The tavern was built by Robert and Mary Wakeley of Lake
George, New York. The Wakeleys arrived in the area by water in 1837,
having taken a lumber raft to Cincinnati, a steamboat up the Mississippi,
a smaller boat to Portage, and a poled raft up the Wisconsin River.
They were forced to stop at Pointe Basse by the rapids and realized
that other travellers would be inclined to do likewise. Indeed, their
tavern stood at a convenient place for both land and river travellers
to break their journey. Not only did it stand at the foot of the
rapids, it was also at one of the very few natural fording places in
the river. The tavern served as an inn and trading post for trappers,
hunters, Indians, lumbermen, traders and settlers. It was -an over-
night stop on the stagecoach route from Necedah to Stevens Point and
was on the military road which ran north from Galena, Illinois. 1In
the 1870s when Pointe Basse began to shrink in size and importance,
Robert Wakeley established a cable ferry running from his backyard

to Nekoosa, thus the name "0ld Ferry Farm." The ferry operated

until 1916 when the farm was sold as a private residence.

Wakeley's Tavern is a Wisconsin Registered Landmark.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National

Name
iéﬁgs Morton Smith

Director; State Historical
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Society of Wisconsin '
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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Keepef of T ational Register

DEC 2 6 1974
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GPO 931.894
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