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W nchendon Village Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
IS private  building(s)
Kl public-local Kl district
e public-State * site
* public-Federal e structure
* oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is notpart of a multiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
COMMERE department store

GOMBER\MENT: town hall, post office
RELIGON religious structure
EDOUCATI ON

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MD 19th CENIURY: Greek Revival

LATE VICTCRIAN Italianate

Narrative Description

Worcester, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
35 6 buildings
1 0 sites
0 3 structures
6 3 objects
42 12 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the National Register

0

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

CENGERE  AEpart neht ©iBPe
GO/HBERNMENT: town hall
RELIAQON religious structure
BEDUCATI ON

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Granite

walls Véod Cl apboard
Brick

roof. Asphalt, Slate

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Continuation Sheets
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Wnchendon Vil | age Historic District combines the commnity's

ni neteenth-century commercial center with allied residential devel opment
(Front Street) and part of the post-railroadto early twentieth-century
business district (Central Street). | tislocated along the |ower ends of
Central and Front Streets, the latter of which represents the conjunction of
principal, intercommunity connectors (Routes 12 and202). The district
includes intact exanples of awde variety of nineteenth and early
twentieth-century buildings. Principally comercial in character, Wnchendon
Village also includes a nunber of inpressive early nineteenth-century hones on
Front Street at the eastern end of the district, set off from the comercial
area by the small American Legion Park, aswell ascivic andinstitutional

| andmar ks.

Situated inthe center of the northern half of town, WnchendonVillage
represents the community's densest concentration of population and area of
nost intense development. Thevillage islocated at the base of Meetinghouse
Hill (Munt Pleasant, the highest point in town) about amle north of and 280
feet lower altitude than Wnchendon Center (Od Centre), the geographical
center of town. Wnchendon Villagesits onanearly level plain inthe valley
of the Mller's River at the confluence of its North and East branches;
together, inafourteen-mle course through town, these waterways powered nost
of the commnity's industrial development. Three mi|ll ponds (Tannery Pond,
Goodspeed' s Pond [al so known as Hunt's Pond], and Witney's Pond) that
generated principal, nineteenth-century industrial privileges are located
south of the district.

The district is conposed primarily of 2 1/2-story, frame buildings both
residential and commercial. Residential styles range from Federal to Col onial
Revival with a few hybrid representations andal so enconpass vernacul ar, one-
and two-story, side-gable house forms with both central and doubl e chi mey
plans. Comrercial styles are concentrated inthe Italianate Period.

The vast majority of buildingsinthe district are invery good condition and
remain remarkably intact. A consistent streetscape i s maintained in the
residential section of Front Street with houses generally set behind small
front yards onlots that are all less than half anacre. Sone houses retain
barns ontheir lots, but most have |ost outbuildings. Mst residential
alterations consist of organic expansions inthe form of rear ells added over
time. In afew exceptional cases, extensive renovations andenlargenent,
indicative of the owner's enhanced affluence, substantially transformed
properties.

Two- story, Federal houses include both pedinented, gable-roofed and hip-roofed
exanpl es. Al | but oneare based onthe double rear-wall chimey plan. Two,
Federal houses with small entrance porticos, also exhibit side porches that

(continued)
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appear t ohave been added at the t umof the century. Expansive, waparound
verandas with Colonial Revival trim are another type of turn-of-the-century
renovation added t otwoother early nineteenth-century houses.

Two mansions, the residences of promnent |ocal businessnen formerly |ocated
on Front Street, have been demolished. The site of the Ephraim Mirdock Jr.
Estate i s nowoccupied by American Legion Park and Seals Menorial Library. The
locations of the Morton E Converse Estate (demolished in the 1920s) and t he
nore nodest J. H Fairbank Residence (demolished in the 1930s), both formerly
at the foot of Acadeny Street, south andwest of district boundaries, have
been abandoned and remain as overgrown open space. Elaborate |andscaping of
the former included "ltalian Gardens,"” remants of which remain visible.

Sone changes in fenestrationand recladding has occurred on district
structures. Storefront alterations have been rmade t oseveral buildings, but
the 1. M Mirdock Building, 98 Front Street (Map #9, MC #7) has been
rehabilitated over the last twoyears toincorporate a nore conpatible
street-level facade. After afire inthe late 1920s or early 1930s danmaged
the Bank Building, 74 Front Street (Map #4, ML #6), the third-floor
straight-sided mansard was renoved.

Intrusions arelimted totwelve: three are small gaps in the streetscape
where buil dings have been renmoved t ocreate small parking lots and a secondary
plaza entrance; five are contenporary additions; and four are excessive
alterations. Boundaries have been chosen t oinclude the densest
representation of period buildings, and t oexclude the industrial and related
structures at the base of Front Street andthe mid-twentieth century
revitalization efforts that have undermined the streetscape by adding strip
mal | constructions, primarily along the east side of Central Street.

None of the early nineteenth century industrial structures built along Tannery
Pond remain. Industrial buildings at the base of Front Street (Masonand

Par ker Manufacturing GConpany, 20 Front Street [1870-1886 and ca. 1900; MC #3]
are isolated from the district in being located behind streetscape structures
and are set onthe riverbank far below street level at the base of a steep

sl ope. Although this is the oldest mill site in town, nore research is needed
to determne the dates andhistorical occupancy as wel|l as the architectural
integrity of extant structures before National Register eligibility can be
determ ned.

The remants of another major mill conplex (Baxter D Witney and Son, 25
Summer Drive, [mid nineteenth t oearly twentieth century, ML #145]) sit one
block west of the district, onthe western shore of CGoodspeed' s Pond al ong
with the Baxter D Whitney/Nelson D Wiite Cotton Mill, 25 Surmer Drive,
(1854, MHC #146). The former requires further investigation t odetermne
National Register eligibility. Thelatter could be considered eligible asan
individual nom nation.

(continued)
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The earliest propertiesinthe district are representative of the residences
built by the early businessmen who generated the devel opment of Wnchendon
Village. O dest anong these is the hybrid Federal /G eek Revival |saac Mrse
House, 135 Front Street (1790, Map #18, ML #11). Although based ona 2
1/2-story, side-gable, double rear-wall chimey plan, detailing is largely
G eek Revival: gables are pedinmented andthe entry set behind a portico
supported by Geek doric colums is surrounded by Geek Revival transom
sidelights, andfluted doric pilasters.

Al'so based on the double rear-wall chimey plan, but Federal in design, are
the 2-story, hip-roofed: Mary Murdock Whitney and Avasa Witney, Jr.

Resi dence, 165 Front Street (1791 and 1834, Map #20, MHC #13) and the Ephraim
Murdock Sr./Hatti M and Charles L. Beals Residence, 179 Front Street (1800,
Map #21, MHC #14). Both have main entries consisting of pilasters supporting
an entablature, the former including a straight transomandthe latter
sheltered by a shallow, classical portico with Roman doric col ums.

Al ways the hone of menbers of one of the ol dest and nost successful families
in Wnchendon, the Ellsha Whitney Residence, 151 Front Street (1830s-1868 and
1901, Map #19, ML #12) i s anong the nmost inmpressive dwellings i n town.
Availabl e evidence conflicts as t owhether the original house dates from the
early or md-nineteenth century. Principally Colonial Revival in design since
it was nmoved back and renpndeled at the turn of the century, the house also
retains Victorian elements in the angled, engaged tower on the east elevation
and the continuous veranda that waps from the facade t oextend along the full
l ength of the east elevation. Elaborate wall detail includes pilasters at the
corners and between the tripartite w ndow of the pedimented frontispiece that
projects over the veranda, as well as a projecting, bowfront bay on the west
el evation with banded w ndows.

More Georgian in appearance i s the Luther Richardson Residence, 27 School
Street (ca. 1830, Mp #26, ML #52), based on the doubl e-chimey plan. The
application of siding obscures detail andthe entrance porch is a Victorian
addition. Mre mdest dwellings are also part of the residential element of
the district. Qne andone-half story, vernacul ar houses are representedi n
the central-chimey Daniel M and Salmon M Scott Residence, 11 School Street
(between 1831 and 1853, Nap #24, MHC #50) and the doubl e-chi mey Aaron W nch
Resi dence, 19 School Street (between 1831 and 1868, WMap #25, MLC #51).
Entrance detail onthe former includes a straight transom beneath a small
shelf, a treatment elaborated on the latter by the application of fluted trim
with comer blocks beneath a small entabl ature.

The Greek Revival style i s conspicuously expressed inthe districtin
residential, institutional, and commercial structures. Vernacular residential
exanpl es are found inthe 2 1/2-story dwellings at 24 and 36 Spring Street
(Mp #s 6 and2). The former was nmoved from the east comer of Spring and

(continued)
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Central Streets in1936. Thelatter is based onan outsized exanple of the
wi de-gabl e, center-entryhouse form indigenous tonorthern Wrcester County.
The only tenple-~ront residence i n Wnchendon i s the WIIliamW Witney

Resi dence, 57 School Street (between 1831 and 1868, My #23, MC #49), t he
mai n bl ock of which was noved from Front Street where Lincoln Street i snow
located. Although naintenance problens andthe application of asphalt siding
have undermned its appearance, much of its original elegance canstill be
discerned. The two-story, pedimented portico i s supported by nassive G eek
doric colums. Theentry has been expanded t oinclude two doors, but still
retains 3/4-length Geek Revival sidelights andnolded trimwith corner blocks.

Anot her grandi ose house conbi nes Federal, G eek Revival and Col oni al Revi val
elements. The Dr. Alvah Goddi ng Residence, 193 Front Street (1841, My #22,
NtC #15). Originally a doubl e-chimey house of Federal design, this large
dwelling i s said t ohave been renmodel ed at t he turn of the century when t he
two-story classical portico andend piazza were added. The entrance itself
consists of 3/4-length Geek Revival sidelights andtransom with fluted
pilasters. Fenestrationconsists of 6/6, double-hung sash with nolded trim
and corner blocks onthe main block and plain triminthe ell, but topped with
an entablature onthe west elevation, perhaps indicating where the doctor's
office was |l ocated. Tripartite windows, utilized inthe gable dorner on the
facade, were also |ikely added i n the early 1900s.

Al'so inposing i s the North Congregational Church, Front Street (1843, Myp #1,
MC #4), which reveals inits enbellished detail andphysical enlargenent over
time the expanding menbership andIncreasingaffluence of the Villagei n
relation tothe conparatively spare anddi m nutivenother parish neetinghouse
that continued toserve the A dCentre. Qeek doric colums support t he
tetrastyle portico andserve as engaged colums onthe north elevation. A
heavy ent abl ature decorated with triglyphs circumscribes the building and t he
tower. Both pedinents have round, tabbed wi ndows. The paired, wood and gl ass
panel, double-leafed entrances areseparated by a | arge, stained glass w ndow
detailed with nolded trim and corner blocks. Half-wi ndows, simlar tothose

in the one-story corner room areutilized above the entries with an el aborate
surround that includes nolded trim surnmounted by a bracketed shelf on which
rest acanthus |eaf decorations.

A commercial expression of the Geek Revival style i s found in the Mirdock
Trustees' Building, 110 Front Street (ca. 1850, Map #14, MC #9). This
building is the most intact extant exanple of the frame structures that
conprised the original, comercial district i nWnchendon.

The Italianate style conpetes with the Geek Revival for predonm nant
popularity inthe district. A notable exanple of institutional inplenmentation
of the style isthe Town Hall, 109 Front Street (1850, renodel ed 1880, 1925,
and 1986, Mp #13, M #9). Thenost recent renovationelimnated the

(continued)
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storefronts that originally occupied the street level, andtuscan col ums have
replaced iron poles previously used to support the overhang that shelters the
wal kway andthe gable-roofed cover for the outside run of the side-entry stair
bay added in 1880. Themansard-roofed third story with pedinented gable
dornmers was added in the 1925 rehabilitation. Fenestration has been altered
with the installation of nodern, replacenment w dows with snape-in nullions,
but original bracketed pedinent detail remains onthe second story. Corners
are enphasized with brick pilasters with corinthian capitals. Simlar
smal | -scal ed wood pilasters remain onthe first floor, marking original
storefronts. A nodern addition connects the Town Hall to the former Fire
Station, 16 Plesant Street (1876, My #16, MC #86), now Police
Headquarters. Theformer Fire Station is also Italianateinstyle.

The Bank Building, 74 Front Street (1866, Myp #4, MC #6) andthe | . M
Mirdock Building, 98 Front Street (1878, My #9, N #7) represent brick
executions of Italianate conmercial structures. Original storefronts with
central stair anda third story with straight-sided nansard roof have been
elimnated onthe former, but Italianate, segnental-arched 2/2 doubl e-hung
sash w ndows-w th hoods and comer quoins remain onthe second |evel. As one
of the earliest masonry conmmercial buildings in Wnchendon, the Bank Buil ding
reflects the quickly expanding business needs of the town spurred by the
growth of the comunity following the arrival of the railroad. A recent
rehabilitation has retumed nore conpatible storefronts to the previously
reconfigured street |evel of the rectangular plan with adjacent stair bay of
the | . M Mirdock Building. Typical of the style, enphasis has been placed on
the mddle level, inthis case through the utilization of oversized w ndows.
Fenestration consists of segnmental -arched 2/2 doubl e-hung sash with radiating
arches, granite sills, tabs andkeystones (on the second floor).

A frame exanple of the Italianate conmercial structure can be found in the
Joseph's Bl ock, 22-24 Central Street (ca. 1880s, M #32, MC #121),
remarkable for itslack of alterationandretention of original storefronts.
Square in plan, itrises tw stories to aflat roof with projecting, bracketed
com ce. Three storefronts occupy the first floor, tw of which have
recessed, angled entrances at the building corners. Pilasters decorate the
comers of the facade onthe second story where fenestration is paired at the
ends. Paired sash and the bracketed cornice extend along side elevations.

Al'so part of the Italianateperiod is the Second Enpire-style Sidney Fairbanks
Resi dence, 32 Central Street (ca. 1853, Map #33, MC #122) to which the
roofline anddetailing nay have been | ater modifications. Nearly square in
plan with anentrance pavilion set off center, the main block risestwo
stories to a slate nmansard roof punctuated by hooded dorners. Thefirst story
is sheltered by a waparound porch supported by turned posts with curved
brackets. Fenestration onthe second floor i s surnounted by bracketed, peaked
hoods. A porch supported by colums with a curved, openwork screen and
railing sits atop the pavilion at the roofline.

(continued)
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Anong the ol dest buildings on Central Street and at the northern extreme of
the district is the Gothic Revival Church of the Unity, 126 Central Street
(1866, Nap #45, MHC #128). Constructed of random rock-faced ashlar,the
church rises t o a steeply pitched slate roof broken by gable dornmers. A
gothic-arched entry projects from the center of the facade below a tripartite,
gothic window. Side elevations are buttressed as is the tower with octagonal
spire located onthe southeast comer.

Central Street retained a substantial nunber of single-familyresidences well
into the twentieth century. Sone of these houses were replaced by the

busi ness blocks that nowconplete the accounting of the district's conmercial
structures.

Included armong these are: the Classical Revival Merrill's Block, 87-91 Central
Street (1906, Map #42, MHC #126); the Panel Brick Artisan's Block, 78-86
Central Street (1908, Map #40, MHC #125); and the Colonial Revival Wnchendon
Savi ngs Bank, 112-114 Central Street (1929, Map #s 43 and 44, ML #127).

Ot her dwellings, located on the east side of the street, were supplanted at
md century by strip mall construction excluded from the district.

Constructed of red brick trinmmed with yellow brick quoins and straight-arch
keystones, the two-story Merrill's Block is notable for itsretention of
original storefronts surmounted by a metal sign frieze with cornice. The
second story of the facade is divided into three sections andi s surmounted by
a corbeled brick com ce beneath a modillioned metal com ce withcresting.
Storefronts have been rebuilt on the two-story, flat-roofed Artisan's Block.
Brick panels set in concrete are centered above three tripartite w ndows on
the second floor and bel ow a corbeled brick cornice that continues alongthe
north elevation where wi ndows have lintels with granite keystones.

The grandi ose W nchendon Savings Bank sits onthe site previously occupied by
a small, two-story frame commercial buildingused for various purposes over
time, including a flour andgrain store operated by Charles L. Beals (who

« resided at 179 Front Street; Map #21, MC #14). Also located onthe site was
the large, frame, three-story, mansard-roofed Union Block, housing six
storefronts. The current bank buildingis basicallysquare inmass with a
pedi mented, central pavilion and nonumental portico sided by one-story lateral
wi ngs surnounted by balustrades. The truncated hip roof of the main block and
the pavilion is defined by a three-part, classical entablature surnmounted by a

- — comi ce visually supported by modillions.

Except for the extensive rehabilitation of a one-story, nineteenth-century
residence into a two-story, nodern coimerclal structure at 40-44 Central

« Street, portions of Central Street included in the district have largely
remai ned unchanged since the second decade of the twentieth century.
Revitalization efforts of 1960s and 1970s have focused on the east side of

(continued)
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Central Street andon the west side beyond the railroad tracks where shopping
center andstrip mall construction behind parking lots have underm nedt he
streetscape, both of these areas are excluded from the district.

Archaeol ogical Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites are currentlyrecorded in the district it i s
possible that sites are present. Site densities are lowinthis areaof
Massachusetts, however, locational characteristicsof the property indicate
favorable conditions for nature settlement and subsistence activities. The
district is located ona well drained nearly level plain inclose proximtyto
the Miller's River near the confluence of itsNorth andEast Branches. These
criterion conmbined with the size of the district (15.9 acres) andknown
regional site densities indicate a noderate to high sensitivity for
prehistoric resources.

There is a high potential for recovering significant historical archaeol ogical
remains within the district. Myst 18th century settlement in Wnchendon was

| ocated i n Wnchendon Centre approximately onemle south of Wnchendon
(North) Village. The town's meetinghouse, training field andburying ground
were |ocated in the centre. Only seven residences were present in Wnchendon
Village from ca. 1750-1800. Structural remains rmay survive for 18th century
residences no longer extant, in the Front Street area, however, no specific
exanples are currently known. Two residences are still extant on Front Street
from this period. Outbuilding remains (barns) andoccupational related
features (trash pits, privies, wells) likely survive associated with the 1790
|ssac Morse House at 135 Front Street andthe 1791/1834 Mary Mirdock Wi tney
and Amasa \Witney, Jr. Residence at 165 Front Street. Since nost 19th century
residential coimerclal, civic andreligious structures associated with the
growth of Wnchendon Village still survive, outbuildingremins, particularly
barns and occupational related features are probably the nmost conmon

archaeol ogical survivals with the district. Structure remains of the
district's 19th century period of growth also lately survive including theca.
1805 Issac Morse Hotel originally located at the corner of Front and Central
Streets and the Ephraim Murdock, Jr. Estate, portions or which may survivesi n
the areas of the American Legion Park. Structural remains rmay also survive
from the original locationof the Elisha Whitney Residence (1820's or ca.
1868) which was renoved from it's original locationandlater returned Mill
remai ns, responsible for the district growth, were al | located outsidet he
district's boundaries on the banks of the Miller's River.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

SI A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

* D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Marlc "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Property is:

E A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

* B removed from its original location.

» C a hirthplace or grave.

« Da cemetery.

» E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

« Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

"Worcester. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Conmrer ce

Religion
Politics/ Gover nment

Period of Significance
ca. 1790-1930

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

See Continuation Sheets

(Cite the bool<s, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
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» preliminary determination of individual listing (36
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» previously determined eligible by the National
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» recorded by Historic American Engineering
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Primary location of additional data:

S State Historic Preservation Office
» Other State agency
» Federal agency
* Local government
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» Other
Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 15.9 acres
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(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) See Continuation Sheet
Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) See Continuation Sheet
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nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director
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Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
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Property Owner
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W nchendon Village Historic District represents the growth and evol ution of
the commercial center of a New England mill town. | tincorporates the first
true cotmmercial center intown, including itsallied residential devel opment
(Front Street) and the post-railroad, principal business district (Central
Street). The district retains much of itsnineteenth-century scale, a variety
of representativeresidential and commercial architecture and a nunber of
civil landmarks as well as integrity of design, setting, materials, and
feeling; i tis significant to the devel opment of the Town of Wnchendon and
nmeets National Register criteria A and G and criteria considerationA The
district issignificant on the local level.

The Town of Wnchendon originated as a six-square mle veterans' plantation,

| pswi ch, Canada, granted in 1735. The proprietors of the town were sixty,
surviving veterans, or descendants of veterans, of the 1690 expeditionto
Canada under Sir W liamPepperell. Fifty of the group were from I pswich,
Massachusetts, but few of these people ever settled inthe town. The
proprietors made the first division of land into 100-acre lots in two groups
in 1737, but frontier warfare retarded settlement until 1752, when proprietors
offered a bounty of 100 pounds to each of the first ten families who would
settle and build a house by Novenmber 1 of that year. Ten families established
permanent residency. The church was organized ten years later and at the time
of incorporationin 1764, the populace had increased to 200. By 1776, the
popul ation reached 519.

The nucleus of Wnchendon Village, first known as Mrse's Village and later
also as North Village, was formed with constructionof a dam on Miller's River
(on a site now part of the Mason and Parker Manufacturing Conpany, 28 Front
Street, just south of the district) where the first grist mll (1752) was
located. A sawm || was added (the second i n town) and both operations
continued to function in successive buildingsthrough the mddle of the
nineteenth century.

Nonet hel ess, devel opment i n Wnchendon Village was slow as the center of

popul ation and only true village i ntow (Wnchendon Centre, later Ode
Centre, NR 1987) remmined on Meetinghouse Hill where, although later modified,
a five acre | ot had been set aside as part of the originally land division, to
include the site of the nmeetinghouse, burying ground, and training field. For
fifty years after constructionof the dam and mill. North (Wnchendon) Village
included only seven residences. |saac Morse built a small hotel in North
Village at the corner of Front and Central Streets ca. 1805.

The main inpetus to growth at "North Village" came with the creationof new
transportation routes for through traffic that noved along Front Street: a
road, later a tuimpike, from Ashburnhamto the North Village along the
Miller's River corridor (Spring Street); a new |ow and route from the

(continued)
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northwest with construction of the Fitzwilliam Worcester Tunpi ke; and a new,
direct road (West Street-Harris Road) extending northwest from North Village
to NewHanmpshire, al |l in place by 1830.

Wth this inmproved transportati onnetwork. North Village becanme the cynosure
of devel opment. Early industrial enterprises onthe banks of Miller's River
al so continued to evolve and expand. A fulling mill, which had also operated
on the previously cited m Il privilege since 1793, wasrebuilt after afire in
1818 to include spinning machines. |t wasreconstructed by Avasa Witney
after a second fire in 1825 to also house weaving machines. Until 1828, also
near the first mll site, Arasa Whitney and his brother Phineas operated an
oil mill, which both pressed flaxseed oi | and processed the residue intooil
cake for cattle feed.

Two tanneries (one erected in 1817, neither extant) were built by lsaac Mrse
on the riverbank. Two plants onFront Street were owned by Ephrai m Murdock: a
sleigh shop (later moved across the street and incorporated into a residence
of his daughter, Mary Murdock Whitney, 165Front Street [1791 and 1834, MK
#131)], and a blacksmth shop located opposite the intersectionof Lincoln
Avenue (1826, not extant). These businesses, along with Arasa Witney's
textile factory, were the three main industrial enterprises in Wnchendon
Village in the first quarter of the nineteenth century. All three of these
busi nessnmen were also identified bylocal 19th century historian Rv. A P
Marvin as large |andholders in WnchendonVillage.

The popul ation of the Town of Wnchendon nearly tripled during the Federal
Period, growing from 519 in 1776 to 1,463 in 1830. The greatest expansion
occurred between 1776 and 1790 when 427 residents were added. By the end of
the Federal Period, North Village had surpassed Wnchendon Centre (O de
Centre) asthe principal focus of settlement and had accunulated sixteen
houses.

Local entrepreneurs and professionals established prom nent Federal and G eek
Revival -style residences along Front Street; today, they remain armong

W nchendon's nost inpressive homes. Notable anong these dwellings is the
transitional Federal/Greek Revival Issac Mrse House, 135 Front Street (1790,
MHC #11). As nentioned, Mrse owned tw tanneries and a currier shop and

built Wnchendon's first hotel (ca. 1805). Located at the corner of Front and
Central Streets, the hotel was |ater expanded and renamed American House
(demol i shed 1930s). | tws due to Isaac Morse's substantial business

interests and large landholdings that North Villagews first referredtoas
"Mrse'sVillage."

Ephrai m Murdock purchased the Federal residence at 179 Front Street (MHC #14)
in 1800. Not only was he the operator of the above-nmentioned sleigh shop
(1826), located near Morse's tannery, and blacksmth shop, which produced the

(continued)
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ironwork forthe sleighs, but also he was a |large | andowner and buil der who
constructed many houses i nNorth Village during thefirst half of the
nineteenth century. H built Wnchendon Acadeny School Square (MHC #45) and,

inwilling thebuildingtothe town, provided Wnchendon itsfirst opportunity
to establisha public high school.

Conflicting evidence regarding the Elisha Wiitney Residence, 151 Front Street
(M #12), indicates the original house may have been constructed as early as
the 1820s or as late as ca. 1868. \Whatever the case, the dwelling has been
noved back on itslot and substantiallyremdelled nore than once so thati t
now conbines Victorianand Colonial Revival elements. |t was bhuilt by Elisha
Murdock the son of Ephrai mMurdock and founder i n 1834 of E Mirdock and
Conpany i nWaterville. This firm the second ol dest industry i nWnchendon,
becane t he ol dest and | argest woodenware manufacturing establishment i n the
country.

The double, rear-wall chi mey Federal House at 165 Front Street (MHC #13) was
built i n 1834, when Arasa Whitney Jr. married Mary Mirdock, daughter of

Ephrai m Murdock, and incorporated part of the sleigh shop of the bride's
father. Amasa Wiitney Jr. was a nmerchant who operated one of thefirst stores
in Wnchendon Vil l age.

W nchendon's popul ation grew at an accelerated rate throughout the Early
Industrial Period, nore than doubling from 1,483 i n1830 to 3,398 i n 1870.

The Cheshire Railroad, which extended service from Ashburnham Depot t o Keene,
New Hanpshire, opened i n 1848. The station i nWnchendon Village provided
additional inmpetus tolocal developnment. As an expanding mill town,

W nchendon began to attract significant nunbers of immgrants: theforeign
bom increased from 12 percent of the population i n1855 to 17 percent i n1875.

Settlement concentrated i nthetnanufacturing villages. Religious and civic
institutions relocated t o Wnchendon Village, which also becane t he comrerci al
focus as Wnchendon Centre (O de Centre) continued todecline i ninportance.
North Village expanded mainly northeast from Front Street along Central Street
beyond t he depot. Located i nthedistrict are the Greek Revival-style

Met hodi st Church (1833), now divided and reconstructed into two residences
(10-12 and 14-16 School Square, ML #s 47 and 48); the G eek Revival-style
North Congregational Church, Front Street (1843, with 1855 and 1902 additions,
MC #4); theltalianate-style Town Hall, 109 Front Street (1851, renodeledi n
1880, 1925, and 1986, ML #9); theoriginally temple-front, but now Col oni al
Revival Wnchendon Acadeny, School Square (1843, renpdeled i n 1894, MC #46);
and the Gothic Revival-style Unitarian Church, 126 Central Street (1866, MC
#128). Associated with the Acadeny and also built by Ephrai mMirdock i s the
two-story, center-chimey, side-gable dwelling with nunerous additions at 35
School Street (1843, ML #53) which served as the school's dormtory.

(continued)
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Frame, gable-end, commercial structures were built both along Front and
Central Streets as evinced in the district by the Mirdock Trustee's Building,
110 Front Street, (ca. 1850, M #10), which has G eek Revival elenents, t he
Pollard Block, 68 Front Street (ca. 1840, ML #5), a nodest structure, largely
wi thout stylistic detail, andthe Italianate-style Geenwood Block, 73-77
Central Street (MHC #124). The Murdock Trustees' Building was built as a
store for Ephraim Mirdock Jr., a woodenware manufacturer with local factories
in Wnchendon Village and Slab Hollow (now Gl enallen) and i n Keene and
Swanzee, New Hanpshire. He was also President and principal owner of the
Cheshire Railroad as well as a real estate magnate. Wien Ephrai m Murdock, Jr.
died in 1882, his estate was left inatrust whose administratorsoccupied an
office inthe building , giving rise tothe property's colloquial name. | n
keeping with the Mirdock family's involvement in andpromotion of the local
educational system the mpjor purpose of the trust was t oallow for the
construction and support of a school house for the town. The Murdock School
(1887, NR 1988), located i nthe Village north of the district, becane t he
third high school building in Wnchendon.

Masonry structures also began t oreplace earlier frame commercial buildings
along Front Street: the Post Office, 106 Front Street (1858, ML #8) and t he
Bank Building, 74 Front Street (1866, MHC #6) are both Italianate i n design
and constructed of brick.

Industrial devel opment continued along Miller's River, especially afterthe
railroad connections of the 1840s. By the end of the Early Industrial Period,
woodenwar e manufacture had becone the principal industry in town.  The nost
significant growth occurred at Wnchendon Village along a series of power
sites inthe area south of River andFront Streets and the area east of Elm
(now Surmer Drive) and Samer Streets. |n addition, the Village benefitted
fromthe growth of a major allied industry, the manufacture of woodworking
machi nery at Baxter D Whitney and Son, Inc., 25 Surmer Street (1846, N
#145) northeast of the district, andthe constructionof another, |arge
textile mill, the Baxter D Whitney/Nelson D Wite Cotton Mill, 25 Sunmer
Street (1854, ML #146), |ocated near the Whitney Machine Shop. After his
death, Isaac Morse's tannery was operated by a succession of owners and by
1866 had becore an extensive business. Amrasa Witney's textile mill was sold
in 1837 and was operated by successive owners as a wool en factory until it
bumed i n 1859.

The nunber of houses i n Wnchendon Village increased from about 40 in 1843 t o
an estimated 250 i n 1868. Inpressive dwellings continued t obe built in North
Village. Included inthe district are the Alvah Goddi ng Residence, 193 Front
Street (ca. 1841, MHC #15), with mixed Federal, Geek Revival and Col oni al
Revival stylistic elements; the highly detailed WIIliamWitney Residence, 57
School Street (MHC #49), the only temple-front Geek Revival dwellingi n

W nchendon, nowa multi-family dwelling, and the Second Enpire-style Sidney

(continued)
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Fairbanks Residence, 32 Central Street (ca. 1853, M{ #122). Modest 1 1/2
story, half-story center-entry, side-gable houses from this period are also

part of the district: the center-chimey dwelling at 11 School Street (ML

#50) and the doubl e-chi mey, vernacul ar residence at 19 School Street (ML
#51).

W nchendon Vil l age beccine a major railroad center as newlines extended north,
sout hwest, and southeast. I n 1872, the Ware River Railroad, which becane part
of the Boston and Al bany Railroad, reached Wnchendon Village, and t he
Monadnock Railroad, t oconnect with Peterboro, New Hanpshire, was extendedt o
the north. |In 1874, the Boston, Barre and Gardner Railroad connected
Worcester to W nchendon.

Industrial, residential, andcommercial devel opment continued t o concentrate
in the Village from the |ast quarter of the nineteenth century throught he
First World Wr. Wodenware manufacture remained the town's principal
industry, but the expanding local econony was further diversified with the
introduction of toy fabrication in 1877 and the manufacture of reed fumiture
in 1892. In the Village, but outside the district, newfactories (Converse
Toy and Wodenware Conpany and the Al aska Freezer Conpany) were constructed
along the Monadnock rail corridor. Baxter D Wiitney and Son, Inc., continued
to expand of f Surmer Street.

New residential development in the Village occurred both north andsouth of
the Millers River as newneighborhoods were laid out t oaccormodate t he
growi ng popul ation, which continued t oincorporate increasing nunbers of the
foreign born. To help protect the expanding building stock, the Italianate
Fire Station, 16 Pleasant Street was constructed 1876, (MHC #86).

New commer ci al devel opment energed along Front and Central Streets. In the
district, several commercial blocks were constructed: the brick, Italianate,
. M Mirdock Building, 98 Front Street (1878, ML #7); the frane,

Italianate-style Joseph's Block, 22-24 Central Street (MHC #121); the brick.
Classical Revival Merrill's Block, 87-91 Central Street (1906, M #126) and
the Artisan Block, 78-85 Central Street (1908, ML #125, Map #40; Photo #10).

Like the Murdock Trustee's Building, the |I. M Mrdock Building was also built
by Ephraim Mirdock Jr. |t was erected in menory of his son, |saac Mrse

Mur dock, who had died prematurely at the age of 44 i n 1875. For several
years, the Church of the Unity was given use of the property for social,
religious, literary, benevolent, or religious purposes. Bequeathedt he
property, the Church retained i tuntil 1943.

W nchendon continued t obenefit from the benefaction of other local
industrialists. The Neo-classical Beals Memorial Library, 50 Pleasant Street
(1913, MHC #87), was constructed onpart of the former estate of Ephraim

(continued)
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Murdock Jr. that had been subdivided by the Trustees of the Mirdock Fund and
sold in1910 to Charles L. Beals. Three years later, Beals, a merchant,
banker, and manufacturer living inthe district at the Ephraim Mirdock Sr.
House at 179 Front Street (MHC#14), i n 1907 presented the town with $25, 000
for the construction of abuilding to house the library, then located i nthe
Town Hall.

The remainder of the Ephraim Mirdock Jr. residence continued to serve as the
parsonage of the Unitarian Church to which it had been willed under the
custodi anship of the Murdock Fund Trustees. | n 1920, Zadoc White, a textile
manuf acturer, purchased the property, renmoved the Murdock dwelling and other
bui l dings and donated the land to the newly organized local American Legion
Post for its Menorial Park. Twoyears later, the Anerican Legi on Monunment was
dedi cated i nhonor of the unretumed soldiers of the First World War. The
other menorial i nAmerican Legion Park i s the World VWar Menorial, which
records the names of Wnchendon soldiers whodied i nthe Second World Wr, the
Korean Vér, and the VietnamWar.

Between the wars, newand inproved transportation routes continued to increase
traffic and enhance the inmportance of Wnchendon Village, where nearly all
significant devel opment occurred. Inthe md 1920s, Route 12, northwest from
Fitchburg, wasinproved as part of a major regional north-south auto highway.
A newRoute 32 (later Route 202) corridor was established fromthe village of
Bal dwinville i n Templeton north throughlocal villages - Waterville,

W nchendon Village and W nchendon Springs to Rindge, NewHanpshire. 1Inthe
md 1930s, Gardner Road was inproved as the Route 64 (now Route 140)
connector, north to Route 12.

In the Early Mddern Period, Wnchendon renained anindustrial community with
manuf acturers of woodenware and toys remainingthe largest enployers. The toy
industry expanded substantially during the First World Wr, when German
production was curtailed, and surpassed woodenware manufacture i ninportance
for the local econony.

Several newbrick conmercial buildings were built along Central Street inthe
1920s. Included i nthe district are the Beaux Arts, vernacular A & P Bl ock,
48-60 Central Street (1927, MHC #123) and the Colonial Revival-style

W nchendon Savings Bank, 112-114 Central Street (1929, ML #127).

By 1930, the Town of W nchendon, already known as "Toy Town," had becore the
| argest toy production center inthe world, but the Depression had devastating
effects onboth the toy and woodenware industries i nWnchendon. Recovery of

the local econony was slow and gradual. By 1940, the work force and wage
rates had achieved 1929 |evels, but the value of manufactures, while
increasing rapidly, still lagged substantially behind the pre-Depression

levels. Textile production remained a major conponent (30 percent of the

(continued)
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value of local manufactures) of the local econony while furniture manufacture
increased in inportance. Furniture, woodenware, and toy-making remined the
principal industries. Mbst outstanding was the unusual prom nence of
machi ne- maki ng, which typically remins a sroall-scale industry. 1In

W nchendon, the manufacture of machiney conprised 23 percent of industria
product val ue.

W nchendon endured as a manufacturing town i n the postwar years.

Manufacturers of woodenware and toys renmmined the |argest enployers, but the
manuf acture of sporting and athletic goods gained local promnence. The
machi ne industry declined i n the 1950s when Baxter D Witney and Son, Inc.

was sold and operations were subsequently noved out of town. Textile

manuf acture ceased i n 1953 when White Brothers, Inc. (formerlyN D White and
Sons) i n Wnchendon Springs closed. Fires and redevel opment projects in the
1960s have changed the appearance of the east side of Central Street, but the
District itself has remained remarkably intact with few intrusions.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Wnchendon are poorly understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis area can be important
by providing data on upland interior sites in general and how they were
influenced by larger regional settlement/subsistence trends specifically

sites inthis area my contain data which indicate simlarity with sites and
subsi stence/settlement trends in the Connecticut River falling or to the
Merrimack River drainage.

Historic archaeol ogical remanins described above have the potential for
providing detailed informationon the social, cultural and economi c patterns
that characterized the growth and evolutionof the cotmercial center of a Nw
England mi Il town. This informationcan be especiallyimportant inhelping to
understand Wnchendon's growth which changed from Wnchendon Centre a

meeti nghouse focus in the 18th century to Wnchendon or North Village in the
19th century domi nated by industrial growth. Detailed analysis of
occupational related features associated with 18th century and the my 19th
century residences which survive inthe district can be especially inmportant
by providing specific informations on different social econom c groups in the
village including sone of the districts nmore important residents. Structura
survivals of buildings no [onger extant or moved can also be important by

hel ping to provide precise locations and constructiondates for buildingsin
the district. This type of evidence can be important for residences like the
El asha Whitney residence at 151 Front Street which was renoved fromits
original foundation, substantially renodeled and later replaced toits
original house lot. During this process the original constructiondate for
the building has been lost or obscured. Archaeological survivalsmy exist
whi ch could clarify itsoriginal date of constructions.

(end)
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10. Ceographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

Boundari es of Wnchendon Village Historic District areas shown on the
attached nap, which was derived fromthe Town of Wnchendon Conposite Myp
showi ng Assessors' ot lines. Unless otherw se indicated, boundaries coincide
with lot lines.

Boundary Justification

Based ona site visit by t he Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion and
successive discussions between MHZ the Wnchendon Historical Conm ssion and
Gmmonweal Col | aborative, boundaries have been chosen t oselect the densest
representation of significant buildings. Substantially altered Industrial and
related structures at the base of Front Street have been intentionally
excluded as have md-twentieth century renewal andrevitalization projects,
primarily along theeast side of Central Street, which have undermnedt he
streetscape with strip mall constructions.

Lot lines were selected as boundaries since thearea i sprimarily wthout
visual harries. @Qne exception i sthe useof the shore of Tannery Pond whi ch
forns a small portion of the southwest boundary of thedistrict. The open
space west of 110 Front Street (Myp No. 14), between Front Street and Tannery
Pond, was excluded because it i shistorically associated with themlls

| ocated south onRiver Street, andtherefore, should be nomnated withthe
mills.

UM Ref er ences conti nued

PONI ZONE  EASTING NIRIH NG

£ 18 741740 4729600
F 18 741750 4729500

6 18 7418900 4729720

H 18 741910 4729700

| 18 741915 4729540

J 18 741780 4729420

K 18 741820 4729380

L 18 741800 4729320

M 18 741700 4729320

N 18 741620 4729360

0 18 741680 4729440

P 18 741440 4729460

Q 18 741320 4729460

R 18 741240 4729520

S 18 741300 4729520 (end)
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14

15

4 North Congregational Church

5 Pollard Block

6 Bank Building
Toy Town Plaza (Entrance)

WNQ Radi o Station

7 .M Mirdock Building
Cunber | and Faxrns Food Stores

Od Traveler's Restaurant

8 Forner Post Office
9 Town Hall
10 Murdock Trustees' Building

American Legion Park
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STREET ACDRESS
Front Street

36 Spring Street
68 Front Street
74 Front Street
Spring Street

24 Spring Street
3 Central Street
86 Front Street
98 Front Street
95 Front Street

102 Front Street

106 Front Street

109 Front Street
110 Front Street

Front

and Pl easant Sts.

DATE G- GONSTRUCTT ON
1844, 1885and 1902
Bet ween 1831 and 1868
ca. 1840

1866

Bet ween 1831 & 1868
ca. 1980
Bet ween 1885 and 1907

1878

1930's with later alterations

ca. 1830, with later
alterations

1858
1B50, 1880 and 1986
ca. 1850

1922

STATUS

2 60 0gO0g®©o© o oo

O o0 0O 0

Page 1 of 4

STYLE RESARC
G eek Revival B
G eek Revival B
Vernacul ar B
[talianate B
St
G eek Revival B
B
B
[talianate B
B
B
[talianate B
[talianate B
G eek Revival B
Si
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17

18

19

20

22

23
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STREET ACCRESS

903 Anerican Legi on Monument
904 World Vér ||, Karean and
Vi etnam Var Menori al
World War | Monurent
World War | Monurent (Honor Rol e)
Flag Pole
Civic War Cannon
World War | Cannon
. 16 Pl easant Street
86 Fire Station
_ . 50 Pl easant Street
87 Beals Menorial Library
135 Front Street
11 Isaac Morse House
Free-standing Barn
Granite Post and Chain Fence
12 Elisha Whitney Residence 151 Front Street
13 Mary Mirdock Whitney and
Anasa Witney Jr. Residence 179 Front Street
15 Dr. Alvah CGodding Residence 193 Front Street
49 W Illiam W Witney Residence 5-7 School Street

DATE - GONSTRUCTT ON

1922

1984

1922

ca. 1922

ca. 1984
1861- 1865
1914-1918
1876

1913

1790

1830' s- 1868, and 1901

1800

1841

Bet ween 1831 and 1868

Page 2 of 4
STATUS STYLE RESO.RE
NC 0
C 0
C 0
NC 0
C 0
C 0
C [talianate B
C Neo-cl assi cal B
C Federal / Greek Revival B
C B
C 0
C Col oni al Revival B
Feder al B
Federal / Greek B
Revival / Col oni al Rev.
G eek Revival B



VWNO-HENDONM LLAGE HSTAR C D STR CT
WNI-HENDON MA
D STR CT' DATA SHET

Page 3 of 4
MY MHG# H STCR C NAME STRET AATRESS DATE - GONSTR.CTT ON STATLG STYLE RRSRE
24 50 Daniel M and Sal ron M 11 School Street Bet ween 1831 and 1853 C Si de-gabl e, Doubl e- B
Scott Residence chimey Vernacul ar
25 51  Aron Wnch Residence 19 School Street Bet ween 1831 and 1868 C Si de-gabl e, Doubl e- B
chimey Veracul ar
Free-standing Barn C B
26 52 Lut her Richardson Residence 27 School Street ca. 1830 C Si de- gabl e, Doubl e- B
chi mey Vernacul ar
Gar age NC B
27 53 W nchendon Acadeny Dormitory 35 School Street ca. 1843 C Si de-gable, Central- B
with attached barn chi mey Vernacul ar
28 Parking Lot School Square
Toy Town Rocking Horse School Square 1988 replica of 1914 original NC 0
29 46  Wnchendon Acadeny School Square 1843, 1894 & post 1970 C G eek Revival/ B
Col oni al Revival
30 47 10-12 School Square 1833, Between 1870 and 1886 C G eek Revival B
31 48 14-16 School Square 1833, Between 1870 and 1886 C G eek Revival B
32 121 Joseph's Block 22-24 Central Street 1880' s C Italianate B
33 122 Sidney Fairbanks Residence 32 Central Street ca. 1853 C Second Enpire B
Free-standing Barn C B

34 40-44 Central Street Bet ween 1830 and 1870 NC B
C

35 123 A & P Bl ock 48-60 Central Street 1927 Beaux-Arts Vernacular B



MAPZ MH3# H STCR C NAME

36 Al l ey

37

38 Parking Lot

39 124 @ eenwood' s Bl ock

40 125 Artisan Block

41 Parking Lot

42 126 Merrill's Block

43/ 44 127 W nchendon Savings Bank

45 128 Church of the Unity

TOTAL RESOLRES

35 Contributing Buildings
1 Contributing Site
6 Contributing Objects
42 Contributing Resources

WNIHENDON VI LLAGE H STCR C DI STRI CT

WNIHENDON  MA
D STR CT DATA SHET

STREET ADDRESS
Off Central Street
62-68 Central Street
Central Street
73-77 Central Street
78-86 Central Street
Central Street
87-91 Central Street
112-114 Centra

126 Central Street

Street

DATE G- GONSTRUCTT ON

ca. 1930

Bet ween 1831 and 1868

1908

1906
1929

1866

6 Noncontributing Buildings
3 Noncontributing Structures
3 Noncontributing Objects
12 Noncontributing Resouces

Page 4 of 4
STATUS  STYLE RESO.RE
NC B
NC St

C [talianate B

C Panel Brick B
NC St

C Cl assical Revival B

C Col oni al Revival B

C Got hi ¢ Revival B



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
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NATI ONAL REGQ STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON, NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY W nchendon Village Historic District
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GAUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI| VED: 1/ 16/ 92 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 2/ 13/ 92 DATE CF 45TH DAY:
DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 92000056

NOM NATOR: STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

1/ 28/ 92
3/01/92

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
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DATE 9_
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Ref erence Nb. Listed Date
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DATE RECEI VED. 8/ 16/ 93 DATE (F PEND NG LI ST;
DATE (F 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 30/ 93
DATE O WEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUVBER: 92000056 \ ¢V
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ot her
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3 Novihei vA f, crJn A

Signed and Sworn t o before ne this the]8th day of
Novernber, 1991

Not ary Public , PN

TAMTMCEIVED

MASS. HtST. COMM,



Decenber 7, 1991
Mp»> Judi th MDonough Hisr
Executive Director
State Historic Presei™-ation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
80 Boyl ston Street
Boston, Mass, 02116
Dear M5, Judith McDonough:
This letter, with anotarized statement, i Si nresponse t o
your letter dated Novenber 1, 1991* regarding the properties
for nomnation tothe National Register of Historic Places*
V& should like yout oknowwe do not want thepropertiesto
be included andobject tothelisting.
V& aretheowners of theproperties, 22, 2U "S"SS Ceatral Street,

Thank you for your information.

Sincerely,

Cecilia Joseph
32 Central Street"
Winchendon, MaOlU75

Catherine Drudi
2h Central Street
Winchendon, Mass, 01175



L,

January 9, 1992

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

W nchendon Village HistoricDistrict, Wnchendon (Wrcester County),
Massachusetts.

There have been owner objections forthefollowing properties:

24 Spring Street
22-24 Central Street
32 Central Street

The nom nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by nyself, as t heMassachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer.
Omners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days
before the meeting and were afforded theopportunity tocomrent. GComrents
have been received t odate have been included with the nomnation.

Sincerely,

iu/lith B. McDonough
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
State Historic Preservation Officer

encl osure

cc: Chairperson, Wnchendon Historical Comm ssion
Di anne L. Siergiej, Commonweal Collaborative
Sheila M Donofrio, Chairperson Wnchendon Board of Sel ectnen

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Siate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



DATETH) HEBB 13, 1992, 5:23 RV Page:
NATI ONAL REG STER F H STAR C ALACES FIRIAERTY

REFEENE No. :

RERORT
92000056 Control No.: 920213/ gni

FROERTY NAME U nchendon Vil I age Historic District

OHR NAVH
SITE No.

MULTI PLE NAME

ADTRESS
BONDRY

Restricted Location |nformation:

NOI APPLI CABLE

NO APPLI CABLE

Roughly, Nside Central St. from Summer t oFront Sts. and N
side Front from Acadeny t oSpring Sts.

A TY: U nchendon
GANIY: Wrcester STATE MASSACH EETTS

Quner: PRVATE Resource Type: D STRCT
LGAL

Contributing Noncontributing

Bui | di ngs
Sites
Structures
Miects

3 0 -

P 3

Njiinat ion/Deterraination Type S NAE RESARE

Nominator: STATE GOVERNVENT

Federal
Agency:

NPS Park Nane:
Certification:

Q her
Certification:

Historic
Functions:

Historic
Subfunctions:

Current
Functions:

Current
Subf unctions:

Nomi nat or Nane:
NOI APPLI CABLE

NOI APPLI CABLE

NO APPLI CABLE

DATE RECH VED PEND NG NOM INATT ON Date: 01/15/92

NO APPLI CABLE

DOMESTI C
COMERE TR E
GDAERNMENT
RELIG ON
EDUCATI ON

SNAE DELING
CEPARIMENT  STORE
aTy HALL

RELI G O SIRLCIURE
SHI

DOMESTI C
CONRE TRYE
GDAERNHENT
RELIG ON
EDUCATI ON

S NAE DHLING
CEPARIMENT  STORE
ATy HALL

RELI G OB SIRCIURE
SHI

Level of LGAL Applicable Criteria: BVENT

Signi ficance: ARCH TECTURH ENG NEER NG

Significant Person's Nane: NOI APPLI CABLE

Criteria Considerations: NOI APPLI CABLE

Area of Significance: ARH TECTURE

CONERE

Periods of : 1750-1799 1800- 1824 Circa: SpecificSig. Years:

Significance: 1825-1849 1850- 1874
1875- 1899 1900- 1924 NOT APPLI CABLE
1925- 1949

Architect/Builder/Engineer/ Cul tural Affiliation:

Desi gner:

NOT APPLI CABLE

Unknoun , '

G her Docunent ati on:

NOT APPLICABLE Nt

HBS . NA HER Nb. NA

Architectural FEOERAL

Styles: GHEK RV VAL
| TALI ANATE

Describe Qther Style: NO APPLI CABLE

Foundation Materials: GRAN TE

Uall Materials: WEATHHRBOYD BR K

Roof Materials: AFHALT

G her Materials: S ATE

Acr eage: 15.9

UM Zone Easting Nor t hi ng Zone Easting Nor t hi ng

Coor di nat es: 18/ /7 41 340//47 29580 18/ /7 41 640/ /47 29 520
18/ /7 41 540//47 29 520 18/ /7 41 660/ /47 29 640
18/ /7 41 740//47 29600 18/ /7 41750/ /47 29 500
18/ /7 41 890//47 29720 18/ /7 41 910/ /47 29 700
18/ /7 41 915//47 29540 18/ /7 41780/ /47 29 420
18/ /7 41 820//47 29380 18/ /v 41 800/ /47 29 320
18/ /7 41 700//47 29320 18/ /7 41 620/ /47 29 360
18/ /7 41 680//47 29440 18/ /7 41 440/ /47 29 460
18/ /7 41 320//47 29450 18/ /7 41240/ /47 29 520
18/ /7 41 300//47 29520 /! !/



