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Exterior.
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By %
The Joseph W. Revere gg;QZI§§X;;%:o-story clapboard house with

two interior chimneys in its main section, The principal facade,

fecing east, 18 dominated by the steep gable roof, which projectp

considerably beyond both the front and sides of the bullding,
forming a porch, This overhanging portion of the roof is upheld
by five wooden Gothic arches, which support a system of uprights|
and crossbeams, The doorway 1s at the center, protected by a
projecting glazed vestibule and flanked by two windows, The
second floor also has a center door which opens onto a balcony.
Two windows are south of this door and one north. A single
window is set in the geble end.

The south elevation has five bays, including & single-story
bay window set in & central projection under & cross gable
roof. The overhang of the main roof forms & porch on either
side of this projlection. ‘

At the northwest corner of the house is a two-story, three-
bay wing with gable roof, At the northern end of this wing is a
single-story, gable roofed projection, with an inferior
chimney in its northern end. .

West of the house is a woodshed, an ice house, and a new
garage, Several hundred feet east of the dwelling is a farm house

bullt on the foundatlon’of 8 degtrqygd structure, and north of th

residence 1s & barn.-

Interior. C e L IR

The main doorway opens into a parlor with a stalrway. This -
room has sn elaborate, brown wooden mantel which 1s the work of
a German carver, On either side of the mantel is a doorway. One
door leads to the dining room.

The dining room is completely done in murals, painted by
Revere, designer and first owner of the house. The ceiling is
executed in trompe d'oeil and represents wooden paneling, whille
that on the walls shows hunting scenes and wildlife., The mural
over the black marble mantle is a still life.

The other doorway in the parlor leads into a& second psrlor
featuring & brown wooden mantel, two French windows, and a bsay.
West of this chamber 18 a lateral hall with a back stairs,

At the southwest corner ¢f the house 1s a library with Gothilc
mantéls end shelves. The original decorstive stenciling of this
woodwork has been-painted over, The pantry and kitchen are in
the wing which projects to the south; the small extension was
an eddition mede later by Revere,

The plen of the second floor follows that of the first. The
bedrooms facing north and south are identicel; each having
exposed arched beams with cerved ends, and & wooden maptel
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7. Description (cont)
framing the ceremic tiles surrounding the fireplsce mentel

oprening., The third bedroom hsg a merble mentel and a recessed
area for the bed, The rear bedroom over the library also features

8 msrble mantel,

Above the second floor is & storsge attic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

[ ITERATURE , , (2

The short stories snd poetry of Bret Harte represent a
ilestone in the development of locel color literature in the
nited States, He was followed by an entire school of local
olorists, few of whom could match the clear, exciting
escriptions found in "The Luck of Roaring Camp” or the wide
ppeal of "Plein Language of Truthful James! His literary
oment was fleeting, but at his best Harte illuminated one
spect of American litersture as had no other before him,

He 1s aptly described by one of his biographers as an
argonaut and exlle." For most of his life in America, Herte
ived with relatives or in a succession of boardinghouse, hotels)
nd rented dwellings. All but a handful of these have been
ither destroyed or greatly altered, and of those remaining, "The
1llows" 1s the most interasting and intact residence associsted
ith his career. From 1873 to 1876, he &nd his family occupied
our different houses in Morristown, New Jersey. Harte was away
ecturing much of the time, He lived at the Revere House, rentin
rom the retired @eneral, in 1874-5 snd perhsps for a longer

riod. Though Harte called Morristown a "bigoted, self-righteou
ypocritical place,” he found its environment superior to that of
ew York boardinghouses,

Born Francis Bret Harte in Albany, New York in 1836 he moved
o California at age eighteen after a childhood of wandering. By
871 he had written several popular short stories concerning the
ilderness in which he worked and soon decided to come back East
o write,

ks

But after leaving the West Harte could not meintsin his
flormer excellence and flair for "local color" and was forced inté
gecond rate mimicry of his earlier achievements,

Hartes' works include: The Lost Galleon and Other Tales(1867
The Luck of Roaring Cemp"(1888), "The Outcasts of Poker Flat"(18
abriel Conroy(1876). Bret Harte was also the editor of Overland

onthly, and & writer for Atlentic Monthly. A pley, Ah, Sin, on
ich he collaborated with Mark Twasin in 1877 wes a dismal
ilure.
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Herte, Geoffrey B,, ed, THe Letters of Bret Harte
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1928.

Jones, James S, New Jersey Architecture. Volume 4, number 1.
"The Willows?® Januery, 1970. ‘

0'Connor, Richard., Bret Harte: A Biography. Boston: Little, Brown,

& Compeny, 1966,
Spiller, Bobert E. et 8l.,eds., Literary HBtory of the United
Stetes, New York: Macmillan Compeny, 1960,
Stewsrt, George B, et.al., eds, Bret Harte: Argonesut and Exile.
Port Washington, New York: Kenniket Press, Inc., 1935.
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8. Significence (cont)

Harte died in 1902, living in Englsnd; & country in which
is populsrity had not wened.

ILITARY.

ersey Regiment and, later, the Second New Jersey Brigade during

he Civil Wer, was one of the wars' most capable genersls,

11though nearly fifty years old when the South sececede from the
nion, Joseph W, Revere, first owner of The Willows, was & grandson
f the famous Paul Revere,

RCHITECTURE.,

Joseph Revere designed this house in 1854 hoping to retire on
the estate, Although Revere had no formal training es an srchitect
The Willows" has been described es one of New Jersey's finest
xemples of Gothic Revivel or Carpenters Gothic.

ART,
Revere also had no training as an artist, but apparently had
2 netural flair or telent for peinting; es the elaborste mursals,
done by Revere, in the dining room ettest,

10, Geographicel Dste (cont)

Bounderies of the historic eree of "The Willows" are ss
follows: from the intersection of Kehdena Road end Mendhesm Avenue,
north along Kehdena Rosd to its intersection with the property
line; west and south along the property line to 1ts intersection
with Weshington Valley Rosd; eest along this rosd to its intersect
with Mendhem Road; east slong Mendham Avenue to its intersection

with Kshdens Roed.
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