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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The first drawings for St. Patrick's Church were prepared in the office of 
Charles B. and James H. Dakin in 1837 and the Dakins were awarded a 
construction contract on June 6, 1838; the cornerstone was laid on July 1. 
When the walls had not yet reached roof level, disagreement caused the 
nullification of their contract and on October 1, 1839, a new contract 
with James Gallier assured competent completion. Despite construction 
problems resulting from unstable soil, the first services could be held 
in 1840 although work continued for another year.

The 1838 specifications describe the exterior as "principally imitated 
from that unrivalled example of splendor and majesty, York Minster 
Cathedral." In the same year Gibson's Guide to New Orleans said, "it 
will far surpass every attempt at Gothic architecture on this side of the 
Atlantic." Necessary economics coupled with Gallier's takeover resulted 
in the elimination of ornamental crockets and modification of the tower 
design, although the plan and exterior are basically Dakin 1 s. The 
original exterior plaster over brick was probably scored and painted to 
imitate stone. The present coating is white rough-cast weatherproofing 
cement.

It is the interior, much of which can be attributed to Gallier, which 
distinguishes St. Patrick's. The extension of side aisle columns upward

• from the gallery enriched the pattern of plaster fan vaulting. His 
drawings for the sanctuary and altar compare,line for line, with their 
present appearance. One feature of paramount importance is the stained

' glass which fills the panels of the sanctuary ceiling. Although Dakin 
and Gallier both used similar skylights in other work, no documentation 
exists for its installation here and the present glass is not from the 
era of original construction. This dramatic lighting of the altar is 
probably the most innovative and effective architectural element in the 
total design. It complements the three oil paintings executed by Leon 
Pomarede in 1840 which fill the sanctuary wall space.

The 190-foot tower has twice been a target for lightning; the exterior 
has been battered by hurricanes and suffered from periods of inadequate 
maintenance without succumbing. The interior has been redecorated at 
various dates; the admirable faux bois and faux marble probably date 
from an 1872 renovation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Its early date, size, and fine interior place St. Patrick's Church 
among America's most noteworthy examples of the Gothic Revival. From 
Dakin and Dakin's first design drawings of 1837 to completion of the 
interior in 1841, the construction dates precede those for Trinity 
Church in New York (1839-46), a comparable example in both size and cost. 
Though details which would have assured its Gothic "correctness" were 
eliminated in construction, the loss was compensated by the interior 
innovations of James Gallier, Sr. A tribute to its functional design was 
made by the present pastor who says that in the pulpit he feels close to 
parishioners in the back row.
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