o> UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
;f‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

A

(July fg?‘g(ﬂ

A ¢ d '372

NATIONA)
REGVA"

ONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

STATE:

Connecticut

COUNTY:

Hartford

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

AU

Farmington River Railpead Bridge

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

spans the Faminghton River and Pleasant Street, just west of Palisado Ave.

CITY OR TOWN:

Windsar
STATE cope [COUNTY: CoDE
ient Hart
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
v OWNE STA
(Check One) NERSHIP TATUS TO THE PUBLIC
- (
[ District [] Building -~|[] Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
© [ Site R Structure | Private [ In Process ] Unoccupied {0 Restricted
- ] Object [ Both [ Being Considered [C] Preservation work (& Unrestricted
- in progress 0 Ne
o PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
= [ Agricultural ] Government ] Park Transportation [[] Comments
[+'4 1 Commercial [0 Industrial [C] Private Residence [[] Other (Specifty)
[ [] Educational ] Military [ Religious
. [J Entertainment [0 Museum [ Scientific
=z
- WNER’'S NAME: @
G 3
Pehn Central Railroad g -
1T} STREET AND NUMBER: 8 m
[17] Q
P CITY OR TOWN: STATE copbeE [+
New York New York 1 &
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC =
0
Town_ Hall 3¢
STREET AND NUMBER: by
o
"3
»]
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Windsor Connecticut 09
TITLE OF SURVEY: ?g
s . . 3 \ . DO 4
Connecticut Historic Structures and Landmarks Survey enf 2| m
DATE OF SURVEY: 1966 [} Federal (3¢ State (1 County [ Local A=z %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: . |z
NHE
Connecticut Historical Commission mlc
STREET AND NUMBER: "
o
ol Pratt Street 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: coDE >
. o
Hartford Conmnecticnt Q9 >
m




(Check One)

Bfl Excellent [ Good ] Fair ] Deteriorated 1 Ruins [ Unexposed

CONDITION :
(Check One) (Check One)
_ [ Altered Unaltered ] Moved X Original Site
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Composed of seven impressive arches that span a river and a road along
one bank, this example of civil engineering of more than a century ago
carries the two tracks of the Penn Central Railroad main line between
Hartford, Connecticut and Springfield, Massachusetts. Viewed from either
side, the structure appears perfectly straight, but a sight taken close
to the stonework reveals a slight curve toward the east to accommodate
the aligmment of the rails. Building material is the Connecticut Valley
. sandstone characteristic of a wide area in the vieinity, dressed into
large rectangular blocks of varied dimension. b The @rches spring from
massive piers of the same stone, whose width is extended upward in a
pilaster effect to the capstones of the spandrels. This lends a texture
to the plane of the wall surface beyond that of the rough-cut masonry
work and defines the segments of the whole construction. Large capstones
overlap by séveral inches the thickness of the spandrels and pilasters
and finish off the top of the stonework in a suitably massive manner,
with an extra block above and emphasizing each pilaster,

Set into the west side of the arch which spans the road is a carved
sandstone block with the legend in raised letters: "Erected A.D. 1867".
Aside from periodic repointing of the stonework, a century of difference
in track construction, and a concrete reinforcement. around the base of

one pier, /the bridge presents very much the same appearance that it must
have offered more than one hundred years ago at the time of its completiom.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/This bridge is among the most impressive examples surviving in Connecticut
of 19th century civil engineering. ! Today it would be framed of steel

or formed of reinforced concrete. But the masons of the immediate post-
Civil War years cut their material from the common rock  of the region,
fortunately a comparatively soft and readily worked variety, and laid

it to form a structure that has not only survived intact for more than

a century and appears equal to another such span of years,/ but daily
carries trains on a main route that are far heavier and faster than those
for which it was originally designed.. A minimum of proper periodic
maintenance seems all that is needed to perpetuate this monument to

high skill in both design and construction. /Aesthetically also the bridge
is of importance, its succession of arches spanning and reflected in the
water of the Connecticut River, and suggesting the similar fomm of

Roman aqueducts. It should be classed with well-known masonry viaducts

on railroad lines in other parts of the country, such as those at Relay,
Maryland, and Starrucca, Pennsylvania.
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