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(Check One) 

gg Excellent D Good Q Fair O Deteriorated
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O Altered C§ Unaltered
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Zl Moved (3P Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

<

Composed of seven impressive arches that span a river and a road along 
one bank, this example of civil engineering of more than a century ago 
carries the two tracks of the Penn Central Railroad main line between 
Hartford, Connecticut and Springfield, Massachusetts. Viewed from either 
side, the structure appears perfectly straight, but a sight taken close 
to the stonework reveals a slight curve toward the east to accommodate 
the alignment of the rails. Building material is the Connecticut Valley 
sandstone characteristic of a wide area in the vicinity, dressed into 
large rectangular blocks of varied dimension. H The -arches spring f ran 
massive piers of the same stone, ?irhose width is extended upward in a 
pilaster effect to the capstones of the spandrels. This lends a texture 
to the plane of the wall surface beyond that of the rough-cut masonry 
work and defines the segments of the whole construction. Large capstones 
overlap by several inches the thickness of the spandrels and pilasters 
and finish off the top of the stonework in a suitably massive manner, 
with an extra block above and emphasizing each pilaster.

Set into the west side of the arch which spans the road is a carved 
sandstone block with the legend in raised letters: "Erected A.D. 186?"* 
Aside from periodic repointing of the stonework, a century of difference 
in track construction, and a concrete reinforcement around the base of 
one pier,/the bridge presents very much the same appearance that it must 
have offered more than one hundred years ago at the time of its completion, /
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|~1 Prehistoric

D Historic 
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| | Architecture 

D Art 
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I| Landscape

Architecture 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This bridge is among the most impressive examples surviving in Connecticut 
of 19th century civil engineering. *  Today it would be framed of steel 
or formed of reinforced concrete. But the masons of the immediate post- 
Civil War years cut their material from the common rock of the region, 
fortunately a comparatively soft and readily worked variety, and laid 
it to form a structure that has not only survived intact for more than 
a century and appears equal to another such span of years^ but daily 
carries trains on a main route that are far heavier and faster than those 
for which it was originally designed., A minimum of proper periodic 
maintenance seems all that is needed to perpetuate this monument to 
high skill in both design and construction* 'Aesthetically also the bridge 
is of importance, its succession of arches spanning and reflected in the 
water of the Connecticut River, and suggesting the similar form of 
Roman aqueducts. It shoiiLd be classed with well-known masonry viaducts 
on railroad lines in other parts of the country, such as those at Relay, 
Maryland, and Starrucca, Pennsylvania,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Susan Babbitt, Administrative Trainee
ORGANI ZATION

Connecticut Historical Commission
DATE

February 1 0:
STREET AND NUMBER:

5U Pratt Street
CITY OR TOWN:

lartdtei m

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ~- State flfl Local

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

Title State Liason Officer
i&e

Bate February 17, 1972 Date




