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1. Name of Property
historic name Rogers Memorial Cliurch

other names/site number Unitarian Memorial Church

2. Location

street & number 102 Green Street N/A not for publication
city or town Fairhaven _  N/A vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02719

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this HTnomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
H'meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally < statewide H'ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Tite  Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission,State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property ¢ meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

tional Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
* determined eligible for the

National Register Ent er ed in t.ha
+ See continuation sheet. Nat i onal Eegi st aB

» determined not eligible for the
National Register

* removed from the
National Register
+ other (explain):



Unitarian Memorial Church Bristol County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Cal|gory of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check'only One box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
_X private _X building{s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local district -
_ public-State __ site 3 _building
_ public-Federal _structure sites
_ object
structures
_ Objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION / religious facility RELIGION / religious facility

| church-related residence

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late Gothic Revival foundation STONE / granite

walls  STONE / granite, limestone:
BRICK; STUCCO

roof METAL / copper; STONE / slate

other TERRA COTTA (chimney)

Narrative Description , Q
(Describe the historic and current condition of the Property o more continuation she€ts.)
[ | |
See attached.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Occupying a landscepad two-acre square bounded by four dreets in the center of Fairhaven are the
Unitarian Memoria Church, Parish House, and former parsonage (now Harrop Center), a complex of
masonry structures inspired by the medieva architecture of England. The buildingsare sited on the
e half of the square, which is landscaped with grass scattered trees, and granolithic walks leading to
the various entrances into the buildings. Defining the bounderies of the square are quarter-round
granite curbstones and brick ddewaks. The sguare is bounded by Centre, Walnut, Union and Green
dregts Facing the square are wood-frame, single-family homes dating from the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Within a block of the church on a 9de dreet are the library and town hall, two
masonry structures desgned by the same architect as the church. Thus, the style and siting of the

nominated property calsto mind the relationship between a grest Europeen cathedrd dominating a
smdl medieva town.

Two of the gtructures, the church and parish house, are linked by a cloister and are in the Decorated
style of Gothic architecture. The church sanctuary istwo stories and runs eedt to west, with a comer
tower a the northeest end. An entrance porch is on the opposite south eest comer.  Extending from
the north dde of the tower isacloigter that leads to the parish house, dso atwo-story building. The
latter is perpendicular to the sanctuary with its principal facade facing east. Behind this building isthe
third contributing structure, the former parsonage, a T-dhaped building of 2 12 dories.

Unitarian Memorial Church

Asthe focal point of the entire complex, the sanctuary and tower isthe mogst dominant building on the
property. Condructed of brick bearing walsand faced with ashlar granite obtained from a loca
quarry, it istwo gories high with a gable roof of sanding seam copper. All of the carved gone
omament is Indiana limestone. The nave extends 115 feet and is flanked by one story ambulatories.
Each ambulatory is divided into five bays by buttresses These buttresses extend up to the derestory
in non-structura flying buttresses The east end of the nave fegtures a large ogee arched window with
Gothic tracery and gained glasswindows. Thiswindow is framed by buttresses which, like those on
the sdes have pinnacles richly ornamented with carved stone crockets.

The eedt elevation, which isthe principa facade of the sanctuary, incdudes the 156-foot-high bell
tower. Thistower has small windows a the first, sscond, and third sagesand lacks extensive
ornamentation below the open belfry a the fifth dage The belfry hes lancet-arched gpertures and is
a0 embdlished with tracery, crockets, and finials. There are carved gone animds, birds, and foliage
on the comice and the gopsfor the labe moldings.

(continued)
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The roof of the tower hes a pierced baudrade consging of crendation and trefoils. At three comers
ae pinnacles embdlished with crockets. The engaged Sairtower occupies the northeest corner, and it
hes a amadll lantern, which extends higher then the three pinnacles on the other comers. This lantern is
polygond rather than square and includes unfilled niches a& each angle. There is little ornamentation
on the body of the tower except for two betcourses with carved stone pands and buttresses
ormnamented with gabiets

The principal entrance to the sanctuary isthrough the south porch. Thisisthe mog richly omamented
feeture of the exterior of the church and incdludes a porta with large panded doors with carved wood
figures. The gone buttresses & each comea have niches containing limestonefiguresshdtered by an
daborate carved limestone canopy.

A soond mgjor entrance to the sanctuary is gained through the west end facing the reer of the
complex. Thisdevation dso supports a large ogee-arched window with tracery that is ornamented
with decorative stone crockets and a finia. Thiswindow is framed by smdl towers in the form of
buttresses cgpped with pinnacles, and niches omamented with crockets. Below the window isan
entrance vestibule with a crendated pargpat consisting of carved Gothic pands. The doorway ad<o
features ogee-arched donetrim omamented with crockets.

The interior of the sanctuary is no less ornate than the exterior. All of the walsare faced with
limestone. The nave extends into a choir a the west end of the sanctuary, where there is a massve
Gothic arch framing the sained glasswindow. On either Sde of the nave are amdler Gothic arches
bdow derestory windows, which dso have gained glass and tracery. The ceiling is supported on a
sries of wood trusses, eech having daborate Gothic carving and a large six-foot wood angdl. Directly
above isatie beam ceiling.

Intricately carved wood paneling is aso used for two organ casesflanking the dter, and for the
octagond pulpit, which isoak. The remainder of the Gothic omament, including the ceilingsto the
ambulatories, are limestone with gdlar ribs. Of particular note is the baptistery, which is marble and
surmounted by a carved ok canopy. Directly aove is a limestone ceiling in a Gothic fan design.
The floors, pulpit bese and platform are marble, and there are thirty-two pews with backs and ends
decorated with carved omament.

Similar Gothic omament is found on the cloigter linking the sanctuary to the Parish House. An
outgtanding feature here is the bronze double gates intricately fashioned into Gothic motifs. The roof
of the walkway is flat, with the panded crendation and finials with crockets found dsawhere on the
church. Insde the cloister are carved sone corbe heeds

(continued)
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Parish House

Like the church, the Parish House is of brick construction with limestone trim on the exterior. This
dructure has a long gable roof covered with red date, which runs north to south. Paired gable end
wings project from eech sde. On the eest Sde, these gable endsterminate in polygonal bay windows.
Between these wings, inthe center of the elevation, is an entrance vestibule with an ogee-arched
doorway and oek doors. The two gable ends on the reverse, or west, Sde flank awooden porch under
a ded roof. The windowson the Parish House are square heeded, with limestone Gothic hood
moldings in the upper floor of eech gable end. The principa decorative dements are the chimneys,
which have very omate terracotta pots, and the pinnacles a the bottom of eech raking comice. Atthe
exterior comers of the roof, these pinnacles are larger than on the gable ends and are cgpped with
lanterns having ogee roofs.

The interior of the Parish House features plaster wallsand ogk floors, and includes mgjor decorative
goecss in the auditorium and the dining hall. The large auditorium hes a ceiling with wood tmsses

that are molded and terminate in pendants These trasses dso have angd heeds carved into the beam
ends The pands in the tie beam ceiling are canvas and have stencil boarders in a Gothic design ona
plain background. At one end is a gage framed by a proscenium arch surmounted by a Gothic arch
filled with a painting illustrating Pslm 150. The dining hall hes a coved ceiling, which dso hes
molded wood paneling embdlished with painted Gothic boerders On one wall is a limestone fireplace
with a massve gone mantd supporting two carved gone medieva figures. Thisroom hes dlegorical
designs painted on pands midway up the wall.

The Parsonage (Harrop Center)

The Parsonage (now the Harrop Center) was built as a resdence and was inspired by English Tudor
domedtic architecture. The granite first story matches the church and Parish House, but the upper
dory and a half isfaced with ducco and wood half timbering with an overhang in a manner
characterigic of medieva residentid architecture. There are five gable ends and three dormers, eech
with decorative vergeboard and finials. The roof isred date and the chimneys have omamented
terracotta chimney pots like those on the Parish House. The windows are all diamond paned ad ina
variety of szesconssting of large Sngle units, or groups of twos, threes, or fours divided by
mullions. The windowshave lirnestone surrounds, except for the bay windows, which are congructed
entirely of that material. An open porch recessad benegth the gable end on the northeast comer is
entered through an ogee-arched opening to the main entrance. At the rear, or southwes, comer of the
house is a polygonal porch supported on wood posts, with baudrades on the roof and deck. The deck
baudrade hes neo-classica tumed baugers, an dteration from the original pierced Gothic design for
the railing. The interior of the building includes an entrance hall with carved Tudor-style woodwork.

(continued)
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Alterations

There are no significant dterations to the buildings in this complex.
Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric stesare currently recorded on the church property or inthe generd areq, Stes
may be present. The church is located in dose proximity to New Bedford Harbor and Buzzards Bay,
both estuarine environments originally containing numerous resource types exploited by Native
Americans. In generd, however, the locational characteridics of the nominated property, particularly
its digance of over 1000' from wetlands, are not favorable for prehigtoric Ste locations. Given the
above information, the generdlly urban context of the areg, congruction of the four nineteenth century
homes which predate the church and the church complex itself, the potentiad for significant prehistoric
aurvivasis low. The potentid for historic archaeologicd resources on the church property may range
from moderate to high depending on the extent of impacts from church constmction. Archaeologica
resources consisting of smctural remains and occupationd related festures (trash aress wells, privies)
may survive from four mid 19th century homes and outbuildings which were deared from the
property in 1901 prior to church construction. It is unknown a present to what extent these resources
were demolished and, the effects constmction of the Sanctuary, Parish House and Harrop Center had
on any surviving resources.

(END)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_X BProperty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X CProperty embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_X Aowned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bristol County. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

Period of Significance
1901 - 1946

Significant Dates

1901 - 1904, 1911

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Henry Huttleston Rogers
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Charles Brigham

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 194 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 341520 4610630
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Roger G. Reed, Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Unitarian Memoria Church property in Farhaven, a smal town on Buzzards Bay in Bristol
County, Massachusetts forms one of the grest madearpieces of early 20th century Gothic Reviva
architecture inthe state. The church, with its atached parish house, and the former parsonege (Harrop
Center) are a mgjor commission of an important Bogon architect, Charles Brigham. The complex
aurvives in excdlent condition and with remarkably little dteration since its completion in 1904.
Representing exceptiona skillsin architecture, art, and craftsmanship, the Unitarian Memoria Church
and Harrop Center ae digiblefor listing in the Nationa Regiser under criterion C. The property is
a0 digible under criterion B, basad on its association with the donor, Henry Huttleston Rogers,
whose contributions to Fairhaven included a number of magjor public buildings.

No smdl town in Massachusettshes benefited more from one man donating o marny major
architecturd monuments than hes Fairhaven. The Unitarian Memorial Church isthe larges and mogt
omate among severd prominent building projects donaied by Henry Huttleston Rogers, a Fairhaven
native who had become a leading executive a Standard Oil Company.  When Henry Rogers was born
in 1840, the town of Farhaven was a village of under 5,000 located on the Acushnet River oppodte
the more progperous city of New Bedford. During Rogers youth Fairhaven's economy was besed
primarily upon shipbuilding, fanning and fishing, and afforded few opportunities for a person of
exceptiona entrepreneuria  drive. He left town for the wes in 1860, settling in the Pennsylvania
oilfields a the time when John D. Rockefdler was beginning his carear there. With an gpparent
naturd aptitude for inventiveness, Henry Rogars devdoped severd improvements in the method of oil
refining, the mog important of which was his processto sgparate ngphtha from crude, patented in
1871. This brought him into contact with Rockefeller during the early years of the founding of
Standard Oil, which was organized in 1874. Rogers skillswere not just scientific, as he was equd to
his contemporaries in his abilities as an organizer and an aggressive, goeculaive capitaist. His
positions as atrustee of the Standard Oil Trust between 1885-1892, and a director from 1899-1909,
merdy sugged the extent of his involvement in what became the largest trust company in America
He was d<0 heavily involved in the copper and naturd ges indudtries, and in 1901 became a director
of U.S. Sed Corporation. By the time of his degth in 1909, Henry Rogers was one of the leading
capitaligs in the country. Unlikethe cantankerous JP. Morgan, or the aloof John D. Rockefdler, all
accounts testify that Rogers was a man of great charm and warmth when he was not engaged in
moneymeaking ventures, and this explains the close contacts he maintained with his former townsmen
throughout his life.

Rogers hed been abgent from Fairhaven for twenty-five years before he made his first mgjor
contribution to his native town, the Rogers Grammar School of 1885. This was followed by the
Millicent Library (1891-92-NR), the Town Hall (1893-94-NR), a Masonic lodge and commercia block
(1901), remodeing the old Unitarian church for a school (1901), the new Unitarian Church
(1901-04), the Tabitha Inn (1905-06), and the High School (1906-NR). In addition, he was

(continued)
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regponsible for the Fairhaven Water Works (1893), laying out severd dreets and sSdewalks (1895+),
subsdizing a new factory for the AtlasTool Co. (1902), and filling inthe millpond for Cushman Park
(1903). Also, he built afamily mausoleum in 1889 and a large summer home in 1895.

The mogt prominent of these building projects were designed by Charles Brigham (1841-1925), a
Bogon architect whom Rogers consgtently favored for his Fairhaven projects. Charles Brigham was
bom in Watertown, Mass, ayear after Henry Rogers. Hewas educated in locad schools and
apprenticed under an architect named Calvin Ryder. Hethen worked as draftsman under Gridley JF.
Bryant, who is often credited with having the largest firm in New England a the middie of the 19th
century. After service inthe Civil War, Brigham joined the office of John Hubbard Sturgis. In 1866
the two men formed a twenty-year partnership, Sturgis & Brigham, which lasted until the senior man's
degth in 1886. Among the major projects by this firm were the first Musaum of Fine Arts, Boston,
begun in 1872, and the Church of the Advent a the foot of Beacon Hill, begun in 1876. In 1889
Brigham and his partner a the time, John C. Spofford, were chosen to design the west wing of the
Massechusdtts State House [t wes a this point in his career that he designed the library in Fairhaven
for Henry Rogers

Brigham's design for the Millicent Library is a granite building in the Richardson Romanesque style
and is exceptiondly picturesque in charecter.  In contragt the next project, the town hall, employed
X111 century French Gothic motifs. Thisbuilding setsthe stage for the Unitarian Church, an English
Gothic desgn inthe Decorated style. During its congtruction between 1901-04 Brigham employed
two men who would become his partners.  Charles C. Coveney (1874-1945) was bom in Brookline
and worked for Brigham as a draftsman before taking time to sudy in Europe. He can be credited
with an important role in the design of the Memoriad Church as ecdesiagtica architecture was a
soecidization throughout his career. Lessis known about Henry V. Bisbeg(??), who was a Fairhaven
native and gpparently worked in the office as a congtruction supervisor. A major project which
followed the church in Fairhaven wes the First Church of Chrigt, Scientist (NR-), in Boston, begunin
1904 and finished in 1906 by the newly established firm of Brigham, Coveney & Bisbee.

The degth of Henry Rogers mother in 1899 led to his plans to build a new Unitarian church as her
memoria. Land was purchased and four houseswere deared from the Ste in 1901. The cornerstone
ceremony was August 9, 1901, with Samud Clemens (Mark Twain) s the principal soesker. Hewes
a dose friend of Henry Rogers and hed dready sooken & the cornersone ceremonies for the town
hall. The parish hall was completed first and dedicated on January 6, 1903. On October 4, 1904, the
church was dedicated, dthough work probably continued on the interior. The entire cost was borne by
Henry Rogers.

In addition to the architects, the names of some of the artists and craftsmen have been identified. The

twenty stained glass windows were designed and executed over afive-yearperiod by Robert Reid
(1863-1920), a prominent muralist and portrait artist. Reid had studied and exhibited in France before

(continued)
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settling in New York City. Important public projects by this artist included murds in the main
building of the Columbia Exposition in Chicago, the Library of Congress building in Washington,
D.C, ad inthe wes wing of the Massachusatts Siate House  In the latter project he would have
worked closdly with Charles Brigham. In addition to the sained glasswindows, Reid painted "the
Adoration of the Magi" in the Farhaven Church, and may have bean responsible for other artwork in
the complex. Another artist, Charles Mills of Dedham, painted the mura representing Psdm 150in
the Parish House. The gone, bronze, and wood carvings were executed by the firm of John Evans &
Co. of Bogton. According to a 1971 newspgper article, much of the actud wood carving was done by
two German-bom Cambridge craftsmen, John Kirchmayer and Addbert Zwink. These men, who were
half brothers, brought to the project the traditions of wood carvings in their native Bavaria They d<0
provided the models for the bronze cagtings, Mr. Kirchmayer having been responsble for the doorsto
the sanctuary. The overall decorating for the interior of the Parish House was by A.B. Cutter Co. of
Bogon. L.D. Wilcut & Son, dso of Boston, sarved as genad contractor for all three structures. No
landscape architect has been identified, athough the name of Sullivan, aloca landscaping firm,
survives in the church records

The Rogers family continued to provide some support to the church after its completion, starting with
the memorid tablet to Henry Rogers designed by Brigham, Coveney & Bidbee in 1911. Descendants
of Henry Rogars still atend annud family memoria gatherings a the church. The burden of the
support, however, fallsupon the small Unitarian Congregation. (Organized in 1819, this congregation
hed originaly built atraditional wood medtinghouse. Congmcted in 1832 and called the Washington
Stret Chrigtian Church, it is located & 32 Washington Street. When congtruction on the new church
was begun, Rogers hed the old building converted for use as a school by Brigham's firm. In 1944 it
was much dtered for a boy's club, and in 1984 it became the Fairhaven Activity Center.) Due to the
munificence of one extraordinary individual, the Unitarians of Farhaven have the responsibility to
maintain one of the mogt architecturally magnificent churches in the Commonweslth.

Archaeologica Significance

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on
mid to late 19th century resdentiad life in Farhaven during a period in which the town grew from a
village oppogite the city of New Bedford to a more urban community. Structura remans from pre-
exigting resdences (4) can provide specific details on the homes which were demolished prior to
congruction of the church. Detailed andyss of occupational rdated features can dso provide
information on the resdents of the homes and the community a large during the time the homes were
extant.

(END)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as ot 46 on the accompanying detail of the
Farhaven Assessor's mgp sheat #386. This is the property described in desds filed with the Bristol
County Registry of Deeds Book 1944, add. 1937. The total lot areais 194 aores

Boundary Jugtification

The boundary includes the entire parcd of land belonging to the Unitarian Society of Fairhaven. It
includes the church, parish house, and former rectory condructed in 1901-1904, and the entire parcd
of land originally donated with the church and bounded by Green, Centre, Union, and Walnut stredts.

(END)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

15 October 1996

Carol Shull
Kegper
National Regigter of Historic Places RECEMED 2280 1
Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service
P. O. Box 37127 ad 22 b
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

MT. I?\II_AGSK a W A AR
Dear Ms. Shull: - NATIONAL SRW

Endosaed pleese find the following nomination form:

Rogers Memoria Church, 102 Green Strest, Fairhaven (Bristol County),
Massechusetts, 02719

The nomination has been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and has been sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. Ownerswere notified of pending State Review Board
condderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg (]
National Regiger Director
Massechusetts Historica Commission

enclosure

CC: Donad Desores, Chairperson, Fairhaven Historical Commission
Rev. Robert A. Thayer
Roger G. Reed, Preservation Consultant
John R. Roderiques, Chairperson, Board of Sdectmen
Debbie Charpentier, Historian, Millicent Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



. NPS Forn 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90) L. J*V-.
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National Register of Historic Places - A
Registration Form

This form Is for use In nominating or requesting detenninations for Individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by mari<ing "x" In the appropriate box or
by entering the Information requested. If any Item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative Items on continuation sheets (NPS Fomn 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all Items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Rogers Memorial Church

other names/site number Unitarian Memorial Church (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 102 Green Street N/A not for publication
city or town Fairhaven N/A vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02719

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B”nomlnation
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
(yfmeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally ¢ statewide H'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officiamie  Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification ifA Ay
I, hereby certify that this property is: ipfr™ynature of the Keeper Date of Action
« entered in the National Register

« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the

National Register

« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the

NatlonaJ/Register
« removed from the

Naoonal Register

[yother (explain):

AddMad Daumaniatien Acsoied



Unitarian Memorial Church
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_X private _X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State __ site

_ public-Federal __structure
__ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION / religious facility

| church-related residence

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Late Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources In the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 _building
sites
structures
. objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
In the Nationai Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

RELIGION / religious facility

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation STONE / granite

walls STONE / granite, limestone:
BRICK; STUCCO

roof METAL / copper; STONE / slate

other TERRA COTTA (chimney)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Occupying a landscaped two-acre square bounded by four dreets in the center of Fairhaven are the
Unitarian Memorial Church, Parish House, and former parsonage (now Harrop Center), a complex of
masonry dructures ingpired by the medieva architecture of England. The buildingsare sited on the
exd half of the square, which is landscgped with grass scattered trees, and granolithic walks leading to
the various entrances into the buildings. Defining the boundaries of the square are quarter-round
granite curbstones and brick sdewaks. The square is bounded by Centre, Walnut, Union and Green
dredts. Facing the square are wood-frame, single-family homes dating from the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Within a block of the church on a sde dreet are the library and town hall, two
masonry structures designed by the same architect as the church. Thus, the style and siting of the
nominated property callsto mind the relationship between a great Europeen cathedrd dominating a
smal medieva town.

Two of the structures, the church and parish house, are linked by a cloister and are in the Decorated
syle of Gothic architecture. The church sanctuary istwo gories and runs eedt to west, with a comer
tower & the northeest end. An entrance porch is on the opposite south esst comer.  Extending from
the north sde of the tower is a cloiger that leedsto the parish house, ds0 a two-story building. The
latter is perpendicular to the sanctuary with its principa facade facing eest. Behind this building isthe
third contributing structure, the former parsonage, a T-shaped building of 2 12 dtories.

Unitarian Memorial Church

Asthe focal point of the entire complex, the sanctuary and tower isthe most dominant building on the
property. Congructed of brick bearing wallsand faced with ashlar granite obtained from aloca
quarry, it istwo gories high with a gable roof of sanding seam copper. All of the carved Sone
omament isIndiana limestone. The nave extends 115 feet and isflankedby one ory ambulatories.
Each ambulatory isdivided into five bays by buttresses. These buttresses extend up to the clerestory
in non-gtructural flying buttresses. The eest end of the nave features a large ogee arched window with
Gothic tracery and stained glasswindows. Thiswindow is framed by buttresseswhich, like those on
the d9des, have pinnades richly omamented with carved stone crockets.

The eedt devation, which isthe principal facade of the sanctuary, includes the 156-foot-high bell
tower. Thistower has small windowsat the first, second, and third sagesand lacks extensive
ornamentation below the open belfry a the fifth dage. The belfry hes lancet-arched gpertures and is
aso embdlished with tracery, crockets, and finials. There are carved gone animals, birds, and foliage
on the comice and the sopsfor the labe moldings.

(continued)
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The roof of the tower hes a pierced baudrade consisting of crendation and trefoils. At three comers
ae pinnacles embdlished with crockets. The engaged dairtower occupies the northesst comer, findit
hes a smadl lantern, which extends higher than the three pinnacles on the other comers. Thislantern is
polygonal rather than square and includes unfilled niches a each angle. There is little omamentation

on the body of the tower except for two bdtcourses with carved sone pands and buttresses
omamented with gabiets

The principa entrance to the sanctuary isthrough the south porch. Thisisthe mod richly omamented
feature of the exterior of the church and includes a porta with large panded doors with carved wood
figures. The done buttresses a each comer have niches containing limestonefigures shetered by an
daborate carved limestone canopy.

A sacond mgjor entrance to.the sanctuary is gained through the west end facing the reer of the
complex. Thisdevation dso supports a large ogee-arched window with trecery that is omamented
with decorative sone crockets and a finial.. Thiswindow is framed by small towers in the form of
buttresses cgpped with pinnacles, and niches omamented with crockets. Below the window isan
entrance vestibule with a crendated pargpet consisting of carved Gothic pands  The doorway d <0
features ogee-arched gonetrim omamented with crockets.

The interior of the sanctuary is no less omate than the exterior. All of the wallsare faced with
limestone. The nave extends into a choir a the west end of the sanctuary, where there is a massve
Gothic arch framing the sained glasswindow. On ether dde of the nave are amdler Gothic arches
bdow derestory windows, which dso have dained glassand tracery. The ceiling is supported ona
sries of wood trusses, eech having deaborate Gotliic carving and a large six-foot wood angel. Directly
above isatie beam ceiling.

Intricately carved wood paneling is eso used for two organ casssflanking the dter, and for the
octagond pulpit, which isoak. The remainder of the Gothic omament, including the ceilingsto the
ambulatories, are limestone with gelar ribs. Of particular note is the baptistery, which is marble and
surmounted by a carved oak canopy. Directly above is a limestone ceiling in a Gothic fan design.
The floors, pulpit bess, and platform are marble, and there are thirty-two pews with backs and ends
decorated with carved omament.

Similar Gothic ornament is found on the cloister linking the sanctuary to the Parish House. An
outstanding feature here is the bronze double gates, intricately fashioned into Gothic motifs. The roof
of the walkway is flat, with the panded crendation and finials with crockets found dsawhere on the
church. Insde the cloister are carved stone corbel heeds

(continued)
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Parish House

Like the church, the Parish House is of brick congtruction with limestonetrim on the exterior. This
dmcture has along gable roof covered with red date, which mns north to south. Paired gable end
wings project from esch sde. On the east Sde, these gable endsterminate in polygonal bay windows.
Between thesewings, inthe center of the elevation, is an entrance vedtibule with an ogee-arched
doorway and oak doors. The two gable ends on the reverse, or west, sde flank awooden porch under
a ghed roof. The windowson the Parish House are square headed, with limestone Gothic hood
moldings in the upper floor of each gable end. The principal decorative dements are the chimneys,
which have very ornate terracotta pots, and the pinnacles a the bottom of each raking comice. Atthe
exterior comers of the roof, these pinnacles are larger than on the gable ends and are capped with
lanterns having ogee roofs.

The interior of the Parish House fegtures plagter wallsand oak floors, and includes major decorative
Foecess in the auditorium and the dining hall. The large auditorium hes aceiling with wood trusses

that are molded and terminate in pendants. These trusses dso have angd heeds carved into the beam
ends The pands inthe tie beam ceiling are canvas and have stencil boarders in a Gothic design on a
plain background. Atone end is a gage framed by a proscenium arch surmounted by a Gothic arch
filled with apaintingillustrating Psdm 150. The dining hall hes a coved ceiling, which dso hes
molded wood panding embdlished with painted Gothic boarders. On one wall is a limestone fireplace
with a massve sone mantel supporting two carved sone medieva figures. Thisroom hes allegorical
designs painted on pands midway up the wall. " LI

The Parsonage (Harrop Center)

The Parsonage (now the Harrop Center) was built as a resdence and was inspired by English Tudor
domedtic architecture. The granite first story matches the church and Parish House, but the upper
gory and a half isfaced with stucco and wood half timbering with an overhang in a manner
characterigic of medieva residentia architecture. There are five gable ends and three dormers, eech
with decorative vergeboard and finials. The roof isred date and the chimneys have omamented
terracotta chimney pots like those on the Parish House. The windows are all diamond paned and ina
variety of 9zesconssting of large single units, or groups of twos, threes, or foursdivided by
mullions. The windows have lirnestone surrounds, except for the bay windows, which are constmcted
entirely of that material. Anopen porch recessed beneath the gable end on the northesst comer is
entered through an ogee-arched opening to the main entrance. At the rear, or southwest, comer of the
house is a polygonal porch supported on wood posts, with baludrades on the roof and deck. The deck
baudrade hes neo-dassicd tumed bauders, an alteration from the original pierced Gothic design for
the railing. The interior of the building includes an entrance hall with carved Tudor-style woodwork.

(continued)
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Alterations

There are no significant dterationsto the buildings in this complex.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes are currently recorded on the church property or inthe generd ares, Stes
may be present. The church is located in cose proximity to New Bedford Harbor and Buzzards Bay,
both estuarine environments originally containing numerous resource types exploited by Native
Americans. In generd, however, the locational characteridics of the nominated property, particularly
its digance of over 1000' from wetlands, are not favorable for prehistoric Ste locations. Given the
above information, the generdly urban context of the area, congmction of the four nineteenth century
homes which predate the church and the church complex itself, the potentid for significant prehistoric
aurvivasis low. The potential for historic archaeologica resources on the church property may range
from moderate to high depending on the extent of impacts from church constmction. Archaeologica
resources consisting of structural remains and occupationd rdated feetures (trash arees wells, privies)
may survive from four mid 19th century homes and outbuildings which were deared from the
property in 1901 prior to church constmction. It is unknown & present to what extent these resources

were demolished and, the effects constmction of the Sanctuary, Parish House and Harrop Center hed
On any surviving resources.

(END)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

_ A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_X BProperty is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_X CProperty embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) "T

Property is:

_X Aowned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.
_ C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING

Period of Significance
1901 - 1946

Significant Dates
1901 - 1904, 1911

Significant Person e
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Henry Huttleston Rogers
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Charles Brigham

(CKe the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this fomri on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Unitarian Memorial Church Bristol County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1.94 acres

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 341520 4610630 3.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Descrlt>e the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Roger G. Reed. Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1996
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard ,telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is bemg collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a t)enefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, P"penwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Unitarian Memoria Church property in Farhaven, a small town on Buzzards Bay in Bristol
County, Massachusetts, forms one of the great magterpieces of early 20th century Gothic Revival
architecture in the state. The church, with its atached parish houss, and the former parsonege (Harrop
Center) are amagjor commission of an important Bogton architect, Charles Brigham. The complex
aurvives in excdlent condition and with remarkably little ateration dnce its completion in 1904.
Representing exceptiond skillsin architecture, art, and craftsmanship, the Unitarian Memorial Church
and Harrop Center are digiblefor listing inthe National Regiser under criterion C. The property is
a0 eligible under criterion B, basad on its association with the donor, Henry Huttleston Rogers,
whose contributions to Fairhaven included a number of major public buildings.

No small town in Massachusetts hes benefited more from one man donating SO many major
architectural monuments than hes Fairhaven. The Unitarian Memorial Church isthe larges and most
omate among severd prominent building projects donated by Henry Huttleston Rogers, a Fairhaven
native who hed become a leading executive & Standard Oil Company.  When Henry Rogers was bom
in 1840, the town of Fairhaven was a village of under 5,000 located on the Acushnet River opposite
the more progperous city of New Bedford. During Rogers youth Fairhaven's economy wes based
primarily upon shipbuilding, farming and fishing, and afforded few opportunities for a person of
exceptiond entrepreneuriad drive. He left town for the west in 1860, settling inthe Pennsylvania
oilfields a the time when John D. Rockefeller was beginning his caresr there.  With an gpparent
natura aptitude for inventiveness, Henry Rogers developed severd improvements in the method of oil
refining, the most important of which was his process to sgparate ngphtha from cmde, patented in
1871. This brought him into contact with Rockefeler during the early years of the founding of
Standard Oil, which was organized in 1874. Rogers skillswere not just scientific, es he was equd to
his contemporaries in his abilities as an organizer and an aggressve, goeculdive capitaist. His
positions &s a trustee of the Standard Oil Tmst between 1885-1892, and a director from 1899-1909,
merdly suggest the extent of his involvement in what becamethe largest tmst company in America
He was dso heavily involved in the copper and naturd gasindudtries, and in 1901 became a director
of U.S. Sted Corporation. By the time of his degth in 1909, Henry Rogers was one of the leading
capitaigts in the country. Unlikethe cantankerous JP. Morgan, or the aloof John D. Rockefedller, all
accounts testify that Rogers was a man of great cham and warmth when he was not engaged in

moneymaking ventures, and this explains the close contacts he maintained with his former townsmen
throughout his life.

Rogers had been absent from Fairhaven for twenty-five years before he made his first mgjor
contribution to his native town, the Rogers Grammar School of 1885. This wes followed by the
Millicent Library (1891-92-NR), the Town Hall (1893-94-NR), a Masonic lodge and commercia block
(1901), remodeling the old Unitarian church for a school (1901), the new Unitarian Church
(1901-04), the Tabitha Inn (1905-06), and the High School (1906-NR). In addition, he was

(continued)
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respongble for the Fairhaven Water Works (1893), laying out severd dreets and sdewalks (1895+),
subsidizing a new factory for the AtlasTool Co. (1902), and filling inthe millpond for Cushman Park
(1903). Also, he built afamily mausoleum in 1889 and a large summer home in 1895.

The most prominent of these building projects were desgned by Charles Brigham (1841-1925), a
Bogton architect whom Rogers consstently favored for his Fairhaven projects. Charles Brigham was
bom in Watertovra, Mass, ayear after Henry Rogers. He was educated in locd schools and
gpprenticed under an architect named Calvin Ryder. He then worked as draftsman under Gridley JF.
Bryant, who is often credited with havingthe largest firm in New England a the middle of the 19th
century. After sarvice inthe Civil War, Brigham joined the office of John Hubbard Sturgis. 1n 1866
the two men formed a twenty-year partnership, Sturgis & Brigham, which lagted until the senior man's
death in 1886. Among the major projects by this firm were the first Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,
begun in 1872, and the Church of the Advent a the foot of Beacon Hill, begun in 1876. 1n 1839
Brigham and his partner a the time, John C. Spofford, were chosen to design the west wing of the

Massachusetts State House. 1t was @ this point in his carear that he designed the library in Fairhaven
for Henry Rogers.

Brigham's design for the Millicent Library is a granite building inthe Richardson Romanesque style
and is exceptionally picturesque in character. 1 n contragt the next project, the town hall, employed
X1 century French Gothic motifs. Thisbuilding setsthe sage for the Unitarian Church, an English
Gothic design in the Decorated style. During its constmction between 1901-04 Brigham employed
two men who would become his partners. Charles C. Coveney (1874-1945) was bom in Brookline
and worked for Brigham as a draftsman before taking timeto study in Europe. He can be credited
with an important role in the design of the Memorial Church as ecclesadtica architecture wes a
soecidization throughout his career. Lessis known about Henry V. Bisee(?-7), who was a Fairhaven
native and apparently worked in the office as a congtruction supervisor. A major project which
followed the church in Fairhaven was the First Church of Christ, Scientig (NR-), in Boston, begunin
1904 and finished in 1906 by the newly established firm of Brigham, Coveney & Bisbee

The degth of Henry Rogers mother in 1899 led to his plans to build a new Unitarian church &s her
memoria. Land was purchased and four houseswere deared from the sitein 1901. The cornersone
ceremony was August 9, 1901, with Samud Clemens (Mark Twain) as the principal spesker. He was
adose friend of Henry Rogers and had dready sooken a the cornerdone ceremonies for the town
hall. The parish hall was completed first and dedicated on January 6, 1903. On October 4, 1904, the
church was dedicated, athough work probably continued on the interior. The entire cost was borne by
Henry Rogers

In addition to the architects, the names of some of the artists and craftamen have been identified. The

twenty stained glass windows were desgned and executed over afive-yearperiod by Robert Reid
(1863-1920), a prominent murdist and portrait artist. Reid had studied and exhibited in France before

(continued)
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settling in New York City. Important public projects by this artist included murds in the main
building of the Columbia Exposition in Chicago, the Library of Congress building in Washington,
D.C, ad inthe west wing of the Massachusetts State House.  In the laiter project he would have
worked closdly with Charles Brigham. In addition to the dained glasswindows, Reid painted "the
Adoration of the Magi" in the Fairhaven Church, and may have been responsible for other artwork in
the complex. Ancther artist, Charles Mills of Dedham, painted the mura representing Psaim 150in
the Parish House. The stone, bronze, and wood carvings were executed by the firm of John Evans&
Co. of Boston. According to a 1971 newgpgper article, much of the actud wood carving was done by
two Germanbom Cambridge craftsmen, John Kirchmayer and Adebert Zwink. These men, who were
half brothers, brought to the project the traditions of wood carvings intheir native Bavaria. They aso
provided the modds for the bronze cagtings, Mr. Kirchmayer having bean respongble for the doorsto
the sanctuary. The overall decorating for the interior of the Parish Housewes by A.B. Cutter Co. of
Bogton. L.D. Wilcut & Son, ds0 of Boston, sarved as generd contractor for all three structures. No
landscgpe architect hes been identified, although the name of Sullivan, a local landscaping firm,
aurvives in the church records. . ,

The Rogers family continued to provide some support to the church after its completion, starting with
the memorid tablet to Henry Rogers desgned by Brigham, Coveney & Bisbee in 1911. Descendants
of Henry Rogers still attend annua family memoria gatherings & the church. The burden of the
support, however, fallsupon the small Unitarian Congregation. (Organized in 1819, this congregation
hed originally built atraditional wood meetinghouse. Congdmcted in 1832 and called the Washington
Stret Chrigtian Church, it is located a 32 Washington Street.  When congtruction on the new church
was begun, Rogers had the old building converted for use as a school by Brigham's firm. In 1944 it
was much dtered for a boy's club, and in 1934 it became the Farhaven Activity Center.) Due to the
munificence of one extraordinary individual, the Unitarians of Fairhaven have the responsibility to
maintain one of the mog architectur& Uy magnificent churches in the Commonwedth.

Archaeologica Significance

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on
mid to late 19th century residentid life in Fairhaven during a period in which the town grew from a
village opposite the city of New Bedford to a more urban community. Stmctural remains from pre-
existing resdences (4) can provide specific details on the homes which were demolished prior to
congtmction of the church. Detailed anadysis of occupationa rdaed features can dso provide
information on the resdents of the homes and the community & large during the time the homes were
extant.

- (END) ..
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10. GEOGRAPIfICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as lot 46 on the accompanying detail of the
Farhaven Assessor's mep shest #386. This isthe property described in desds filed with the Bristol
County Registry of Deeds, Book 1944, add. 1937. The total lot areais 194 aores

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parce of land belonging to the Unitarian Society of Fairhaven. It
includes the church, parish house, and former rectory condructed in 1901-1904, and the entire parcd
of land originally donated with the church and bounded by Green, Centre, Union, and Walnut dreets.

(END)
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July 30, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull 3N 4

Keeper, National Regider of Historic Haces
Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Heasefind atechnica correction for the recently listed nomination for the Rogers
Memoria Church, Fairhaven (Bristol Co.), MA.

We are requesting thet the preferred namefor listing be the Unitarian Memoria Church
rather than the Rogers Memoria Church. The name Unitarian Memoria Church was
used throughout the nomination (and gopears on the heeding of every page) and isthe
gppropriate neme by which the property should be known. We haverevised the cover
pageto reflect this change, endosed.

If you have any questions about this change pleesegiveme acall. Thank you.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Society
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