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Town Worces t e r 

Address 50 D o r c h e s t e r S t r e e t 

H i s to r i c Nane P a t r i c k McGrath 

Three -Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1894 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r v 

Style Queen Anne 

Archi tec t unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings none s h i n a l e 

Major Al tera t ions (with dates) p o r c h 

b a l u s t r a d e s r e p l a c e d 

Condition aood 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269460/4681270 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25 ,000 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t h a n 1/4 ac re 

Set t ing L a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y u r b a n , 

m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l ne ighborhood 

i n a row o f t h r e e - d e c k e r s on a s teep 

h i l l s l o p e . 

Recorded by 

Organization 

M o n t i n e Jordan 

C l a r k U n i v e r s i t v 

Date February 1981 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The P a t r i c k McGrath Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s association w i t h the e a r l y I r i s h working-class, r e s i d e n t i a l development 
of the western slope of Grafton H i l l i n the l a t e 19th century. I t i s also an 
unusually i n t a c t , w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of e a r l y Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker 
design i n the e a r l i e s t core of three-decker development i n the Grafton H i l l / 
Vernon H i l l area. The McGrath Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
Nati o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 50 Dorchester Street i s a remarkably i n t a c t , w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
example of the e a r l i e s t phase of Queen Anne s t y l e l o c a l three-decker design. 
The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c hip r o o f , s i d e - h a l l p l a n , and s i d e - w a l l j o g . 
The asymmetrical main facade has an end bay e n t r y w i t h panelled double doors. 
The e n t r y bay i s flanked by a p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t o r y bay window. The 
outstanding f e a t u r e of the house i s i t s f u l l - l e n g t h , f i r s t f l o o r porch, which 
wraps around to the s i d e - w a l l j o g . The porch r e t a i n s i t s turned posts, ball-and 
spindle f r i e z e , and s o l i d decorative brackets, although the balustrade spindles 
have been replaced. The porch roof cornice overhang has s o l i d p a ired decorative 
brackets. Heavy brackets also decorate the main f o o f cornice overhang, and 
l a r g e r brackets mark the corners. The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h , 
a shingle band between the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 
B u i l t ca, 1894, the McGrath Three-Decker was b u i l t as p a r t of a row of 
s i m i l a r houses on the lower western slope of Grafton H i l l . By the • • 
l a s t decade of the 19th century, many of Worcester's I r i s h f a m i l i e s were 
r e l o c a t i n g out of the older l o w - l y i n g , high d e n s i t y neighborhoods at 
the edge of downtown to newly b u i l t three-decker d i s t r i c t s on the h i l l slopes 
of the East Side. The Dorchester Street area formed an e a r l y core of 
modestly s t y l i s h three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the newly developing Grafton 

• H i l l neignborhood. The f i r s t known owner of 50 Dorchester Street was 
P a t r i c k J. McGrath, a carpenter, who l i v e d here. Tenants i n 1894 included • 
Edward Burke, a laborer; W i l l i a m Burke, a helper; John R o l l i s o n , a stone 

"' c u t t e r ; and Sarah R o l l i s o n , a teacher. The McGrath f a m i l y continued to own 
« and occupy the house through 1910, when other r e s i d e n t s included Joseph 

T u r f f s , a barber; and W i l l i a m Mahooney, a l i n o t y p e r . By 1920, the owner 
was John F. Lee, a shipper, who also resided here. Lee owned the b u i l d i n g 
through 1930. Other residents during t h i s p e r i o d included Edward Duncan, 
a c l e r k ; Dennis Healey, a chauffer; and Fred Bjurstrom, a foreman. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1894,1900,1910,1920,1930. ;' .. 

L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 

J. Callahan, Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 
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Patrick McGrath Three-Decker 
50 Dorchester St., Worcester 
MllC # 1565 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


