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Tomn  Worces ter

Address 50 Dorchester Street

Historic Nane Patrick McGrath

Three-Decker

Use: Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1894

Source Worcester House Directorv
Style Queen Anne

Architect unknown

Exterior Wal Fabric wood clapboard and

Outbuildings none shinale

Major Alterations (with dates) porch

balustrades replaced
Condition aood
Moved Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th century urban,

multi-family residential neighborhood
in a row of three-deckers on a steep

hillslope.

Recorded by Montine Jordan
Organization Clark Universitv
Date February 1981
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NATI ONAL REA STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)
The Patrick McGrath Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,

setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
for itsassociation with theearly Irish working-class, residential devel opment
of the western slope of Grafton Hill i nthelate 19th century. 't 1 salso an

unusually intact, well-detailedexanple of early Queen Anne style three-decker
design i ntheearliest core of three-decker development i ntheGrafton Hill/
Vernon Hill area. The McGrath Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on thelocal level.

AHTEURL. SGNH GANE  Descri be i nportant archltectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildingswthin the coomunity.

Architecturally, 50 Dorchester Street i sa remarkably intact, well-detailed
exanple of theearliest phase of Queen Anne style local three-decker design.

The house has t hecharacteristic hip roof, side-hall plan, and side-wall jog.
The asymmetrical main facade has an end bay entry with panelled double doors.
The entry bay i sflanked by a projecting, three-story bay wi ndow. The
outstanding feature of thehouse i sits full-length, first floor porch, which
wraps around totheside-wall jog. The porch retains its turned posts, ball-and
spindle frieze, and solid decorative brackets, although thebalustrade spindles
have been replaced. The porch roof cornice overhang has solid paired decorative
brackets. Heavy Dbrackets also decorate themain foof cornice overhang, and

| arger brackets mark t hecorners. The house i sclad i nwood clapboard, with ,
a shingle band between t hesecond and third stories.

HSTGRCAL SAGNHACNE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the comnmnity.

Built ca, 1894, t he McGrath Three-Decker was built as part of a row of
similar houses on t helower western slope of Grafton Hill. By t he .
last decade of thel1l9th century, many of Worcester's Irish famlies were
relocating out of t heolder low-lying, high density neighborhoods at

the edge of downtown t onewly built three-decker districts on thehill slopes
of theEast Side. The Dorchester Street area formed an early core of
modestly stylish three-decker construction i nthenew 'y developing Grafton

« Hill neignborhood. The first known owner of 50 Dorchester Street was
Patrick J. McGrath, a carpenter, who lived here. Tenants i n1894 included «
Edward Burke, a laborer; W lliam Burke, a helper; John Rollison, a stone
cutter; and Sarah Rollison, a teacher. The McGrath family continued t o own

« and occupy t hehouse through 1910, when other residents included Joseph
Turffs, a barber; and W IIliam Mahooney, a linotyper. By 1920, t heowner
was John F. Lee, a shipper, who also resided here. Lee owned t he building
through 1930. Other residents during this period included Edward Duncan,
a clerk; Dennis Healey, a chauffer; and Fred Bjurstrom a foreman.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1894,1900, 1910, 1920, 1930. ; ..
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan, Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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