HISTORIC RESOURCES OF DALLAS GOUNTY ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM

DALLAS COUNTY, ARKANSAS

Survey Number DA-32 Owner___ Dave and Jan Clairday
Property Name _ Elliott House Address__ 309 Pine Street

BNG [Foe SY,

Location Fordyce Fordyce, AR 71742

Significant Date/s 1925

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Elliott House at 309 Pine Street is sited on a deep lot in a
residential neighborhood of Fordyce. Clearly demonstrated in the design
of this structure is the predominate influence of the Craftsman style,
with several Bungalow characteristics. The plan of the house is rectangular
in shape with three overlapping parallel gable roofs, the slopes of
which face the street (east) and rear (west) elevations. The end elevations
(north and south) are composed of the three intersecting gables, each
with a different pitch. A fourth gable faces the street and forms a
canopy over the front steps. The front and rear roofed-sections of the
house are single story, whereas the center portion is one-and-a-half

stories. Constructed on a brick foundation, the house has narrow weatherboard

siding and three interior chimnies. Exposed purlins and kneebraces
detail the wide eaves. To the rear of the building, a curved breezeway
attaches the house to a garage. The center front entrance is flanked by
an equal number but asymmetrically placed fenestrations. Windows are
double-hung sash with three-over-one lights. The front door consists of
twelve lights with a wooden bottom panel. Sidelights, two-thirds the
width of the front door, have eight lights above wooden panels. The
Elliott House, with its horizontal emphasis, tapered porch posts, wide
eaves and exposed purlins and truss serves as a useful example of a

local interpretation of the Craftsman and Bungalow styles and the utilization

of their popularized characteristics.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As one of only several Craftsman-inspired houses in the county, the Elliott
House is an important, though late example, of a popular American style
infrequently expressed in Dallas County. The design demonstrates the
architect's familiarity with this style which was promoted in the many
home magazines published at the time this house was built and before.
Particularly influential was Gustav Stickley's The Craftsman, a periodical
published between 1901 and 1916, for which this residential style is

named. Sharing many characteristics with the Bungalow style, both were
outgrowths of the Arts and Crafts movement and were intended to provide
affordable, well-built houses for the middle class. As a reaction against
the impersonal nature and inferior quality of machine production, the

Arts and Crafts promoted the return to handcraftsmanship that resulted in
an emphasis on joinery and exposed structural elements such as the
kneebraces, rafters and purlins of the Elliott House. Also encouraged

was the integration of indoor and outdoor space which is evident in the
large front porch and covered walkway between the house and garage. Typical
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Craftsman features include the wide eaves, exposed structural members,
and an open and informal plan, while the tapered porch posts are most
often associated with the Bungalow style, Reflecting Fordyce's
continued prosperity, the Elliott House is a large and well-executed
interpretation of a Craftsman residence.

Acreage: less than 1

Quadrangle Name: Fordyce

UTM Reference: 15 553950/3741200
Verbal Boundary Description:

Block 2, Lot 3, and the north half of Lot 2, Clyde's Additiom, City of
Fordyce.

Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000
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