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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The present Old Central School building is situated on a 300-foot square block 

in the central business district of Grand Rapids, Minnesota. This block was 
donated to the city for the purpose of constructing an educational facility in 
1888; a two storey frame building existed on the site until 1895 when construction 
began on the present structure.

The Central School building is approximately seventy-five feet square and is 
two storeys in height with basement and attic. It is constructed primarily of 
buff-colored brick on a fieldstone foundation. A reddish sandstone is used for 
trim in quoins, window sills, strapwork and column capitals. Pressed metal is 
used for gable decorations, chimney caps, decorative finials and name plate. 
The architectural design is essentially Richardscmian Romanesque as is evidenced 
by the semicircular arches over window and door openings and the general 
massiveness of scale.

The south elevation of the building was originally capped with an arcaded bell- 
tower with pyramidal roof. This tower was removed prior to 1931; the slate- 
shingle covered base of the tower exists and now serves as the anchor plate for 
an airplane shaped weathervane purchased by the elementary students in 1931. 
With this exception, the exterior of the building has retained its 1895 design 
integrity.

The interior structural system of the building is totally constructed of wood; 
finishing materials are oak. The dominant feature of the interior plan is a 
central (circular) stairhall in which a double staircase with mid-level landings 
connects the first and second floors.

The basement has two rooms approximately twenty-eight feet square besides 
toilet facilities, furnace room, ventilating equipment and storage rooms.

The first floor has four classrooms which measure twenty-nine feet square 
with three closets for each room. The central office measures nineteen feet 
square and a room designated for library purposes measures sixteen feet by 
nineteen feet. The central hallway is circular with an eighteen foot radius.

The second floor has four classrooms with closets in the same arrangement 
as that on the first floor. In addition there are two nineteen foot square 
and two twelve by sixteen foot auxiliary rooms. The central hallway is 
thirty-six feet in diameter with stairwells measuring twelve feet broad. 
Floors throughout are of maple.

The attic space is presently unusable and accessible only through a scuttle.

Old Central School is presently in sound structural condition with both 
interior and exterior retaining a significant degree of historical integrity. 
The building is no longer used for school purposes, although it now houses 
a senior citizens' activity center and the Itasca County Historical Society.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The construction of Central School in 1895 provided the people of the Grand 
Rapids area elementary and secondary educational facilities which served the 
community for 77 years. Until the development of modern college entrance examina 
tions, the quality of the educational curriculum at Central School ensured its 
standing as a member of the North Central Association of Secondary School (which 
allowed a student to enter any university or college in the North Central States 
without examination.)

This was one of the first high schools in the northern territory of Minnesota 
outside of Duluth. It also contained the first library in the Grand Rapids area.

Built in the center of town, this Richardsonian structure is one of the 
few basically unaltered 19th century buildings in Grand Rapids. Its architectural 
attributes and location makes it a community landmark.
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