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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received /\[}Q _ j j ggg 

date entered 

historic iar r i s orkLor ing ̂ ous e 

and or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 789 E. Broadway N / A not for publication 

city, town B o s t o n ( S o u t h R o a t o n ^ - Jl/Avicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X building(s) X private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 

object N / A P"̂ ®*̂ ®** 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name John D. D i l o r a t l 

street & number 918 Eas t Seven th 

city, town Boston (South Boston) N/Avicinity of state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. S u f f o l k County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Pember ton Square 

city, town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Inventory of the Assets of the has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

Commonwealth 
date Summer 1982 federal x state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

city, town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



7. Descr ipt ion Harrison Loring House^ 789 E. Broadway, S. Boston 

Condition Check one Checic one 
—X excellent deteriorated unaltered * original site 

good ruins X altered moved date N/A 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Constructed in 1865, the Harrison Loring House is a three-story French Second Empire 
style brick mansion. Built in the same year, the two-story carriage house resembles 
the main house in materials and style. 

Situated on East Broadway Street, facing Independence Square, the Harrison Loring House, 
during the late 1800's, enabled a view of the harbor from an elegant neighborhood. Today, 
adjacent to 19th century brick and brownstone rowhouses, the house forms a most 
agreeable ensemble with neighboring buildings. 

The basic plan of the main house is that of a square (48' x 34') with a central projecting 
pavilion in the front facade and an addition ( in 1927) in the rear. The square block 
is topped by a mansard roof with a bell-cast profile. Originally shingled with slate 
tiles, the roof has been covered with asphalt shingles since about 1949. Rising above 
the roof is an air vent and skylight in the center and four decorative brick chimneys. 
Dormer windows, set into the mansard, are symmetrically arranged throughout the plan. 
In the front ( East Broadway side) roof, a pair of pedimented dormers flank a central 
projection which contains a pair of smaller windows. Underlying the mansard is a white 
modillioned wood cornice which continues along the facade's central pavilion, outl^ining 
its pediment. The front facade's first and second stories contain large rectangular 
windows, framed with white painted brownstone, with bracketed sills and louvered 
shutters. Three bays wide, the brick facade is punctuated with a central projecting 
pavilion. The pavilion contains a large double window on its second story, four 
(two per story) arched window openings on its sides, and a glass paneled double door 
enclosed in a portico with white painted brownstone Corinthian entablature and 
stylized columns. 

The Western (M Street) facade, like the front facade, has a central projection and 
symmetrical fenestration. Pairs of rectangular brownstone-framed windows flank a 
three-sided center projecting bay which contains similar windows. The bay's roof 
level is marked in its center by a decorative dormer oculus. 

The eastern facade, three bays wide, contains similar brownstone-framed windows. 
Single windows are in the end bays while the central bay contains a pair of smaller 
windows on the second story and no opening on the first story. 

To the rear (south) of the house is a two-story extension which resembles the main 
block in design and materials. Originally serving to house the servant quarters 
and the kitchen, this extension contains a brownstone-framed rear door. Attached to 
the ej^tension's western facade is a single-story flat-roofed clapboard addition, 
built in 1927. 

The foundation, of granite block, steps down about 15% with the slope of the land 
in the rear of the building. The lot(13,459 square feet) is fenced in on its 
East Broadway and M Street perimeters by a robustly profiled cast-iron fence, set 
in stone. 

The interior of the house displays a monumental central staircase and rich details 
including ornate moldings and hand-carved fireplaces. 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB ^4o. 1024-0018 
0-82) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS us« Ofity 

National Register off Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

recefved 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Harrison Loring House Item number 7 Page 

Linking the main house to the former carriage house is an enclosed passageway which 
was built in 1928 when the carriage house was used as a chapel. The carriage house 
is a brick two-story building, square in plan and capped by a mansard roof and cupola. 
Asphalt shingles cover the roof's upper slope whereas original slate ones cover 
the lower slope. Regularly spaced arched wood-frame windows are recessed into the 
roof. A cornice, similar to that on the main house, underlies the roof on all sides 
as well as the cupola. The M Street facade differs from the others in that the line 
of the mansard is broken by a central gable. Outlined by the cornice, the 
gable contains a brownstone oculus beneath which is a square window with brownstone 
1intel and s i l l . 



8. Signiff icance Harrison Lo r i n g House^ 78 9 E. Broadway, S. Boston 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

J L architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture-
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates i 8 6 5 Bui lder /Arch i tect unknown 

Statement of S ign i f icance ( in one paragraph) 

The Harrison Loring House retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, s e t t i n g , materials 
and workmanship. I t is s i gn i f i can t f o r i t s arch i tec tura l excel lence, fo r i t s associations 
with prominent fami l ies and fo r i t s locat ion and contr ibut ion to the character of South 
Boston. Bu i l t in 1865, the bui ld ing is a f i ne example of a 19th century French Second 
Empire Style mansion; i t s mater ia ls , proportions and deta i l s expressive of th i s form of 
arch i tecture. The imposing house contains a mansard roof , central pro ject ing pav i l i on , 
r i ch c lassical moldings and d e t a i l s , and symmetrical arrangement of bays. The carriage 
house, also b u i l t in 1865, resembles the main house in materials and s t y l e . The bui ld ing 
thus meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places. 

The development of Independence Square, which the Harrison Loring House faces, began 
in 1822 when the City of Boston purchased a 60-acre t r ac t in the v i c i n i t y formerly 
known as Brush Tree H i l l , that contained several i n s t i t u t i o n s including the House 
of Industry, the House of Reformation, and a hospital fo r the insane. By the 
la te 1850's the i n s t i t u t i o n s had been dismantled, the c i t y lands d i v i d e d i n a g r i d 
and gradually sold to pr ivate investors , and in 1855 Independence Square l a i d out. 

A t t h e c l o s e o f t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s . Independence Square and t h e s t r e t c h o f Eas t 
Broadway between L and M S t r e e t began t o assume appearance o f a f a s h i o n a b l e 
r e s i d e n t i a l q u a r t e r . D u r i n g t h e m i d - 6 0 ' s , s e v e r a l e l a b o r a t e F rench Mansard 
mansions were b u i l t f o r l o c a l w e l l - t o - d o m a n u f a c t u r e r s o f t e n on c o r n e r l o t s . 

The predominant b u i l d i n g types , however, were b r i c k rowhouses i n Mansard, 
l a t e I t a l i a n a t e and High V i c t o r i a n Go th i c . Telegraph H i l l and East 
Broadway towards C i t y P o i n t became areas where smal l c l u s t e r s o f f r e e - s t a n d i n g 
mansions were set back on l a rge c i t y l o t s . The south s ide o f Telegraph 
H i l l , w i t h i t s panoramic views o f the bay, p rov ided l o c a t i o n s , du r ing the 
'60 ' s and ' 70 ' s , f o r s u b s t a n t i a l residences o f r a t h e r i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c 
design i n c l u d i n g the Second Empire and Mansard/St ick S t y l e examples. 

I n Boston 's dense urban neighborhoods the detached b r i c k V i c t o r i a n mansion 
on a l a rge l o t i s r a t h e r r a r e as a t y p e . South Boston has the c i t y ' s 
most notable c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f them and one o f the best known, the Har r i son 
L o r i n g House, was designated a Boston Landmark i n 1981. 

The a r c h i t e c t o f the L o r i n g House i s unknown. Be l i eved t o have been 
cons t ruc ted by s k i l l e d sh ipyard ca rpen te r s , the house's i n t e r i o r r e f l e c t s 
the use o f some naval b u i l d i n g techniques . The a i r c i r c u l a t i o n system 
w i t h i n the w a l l s o f the house, the s t r u c t u r a l j o i n i n g d e t a i l s ( i . e . d o v e t a i l 
j o i n i n g ) , marine va rn i shes , and cab ine t s w i t h counterswinging doors were 
a l l i n f l u e n c e d by naval des ign . 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
Suffolk Deeds 
Boston Landmarks Conmission, Harrison Loring Estate, Boston, 1981. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property s q . f t . - 13.458 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See attached deed description and assessor's map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state t ^ /^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Candace Jenkins, P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n i n g D i r . By: Boston Landmarks Commission 

organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion date May, 1983 

street & number294 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town B o s t o n state M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

national state ocal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set for)h4)y the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Entered In tha 
date 

feeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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The Harrison Loring House i s mainly associated w i t h Harrison L o r i n g , f o r 
whom i t was b u i l t and named. Although Lor i n g once owned and operated one 
of the f i r s t South Boston shipyards which manufactured i r o n steamships 
and t h e i r machinery, h i s house i s now the only property associated w i t h 
him. 

Of P u r i t a n stock, as d i r e c t descendant of John Alden, Loring was born i n 
Duxbury i n 18 22. His e a r l y i n t r o d u c t i o n t o engine manufacturing came 
i n 1839 when he was apprenticed t o Jabez Coney, a m i l l w r i g h t and steam 
engine b u i l d e r i n South Boston. A f t e r seven years as an apprentice, Loring 
opened h i s own machine and b o i l e r shop on West F i r s t S t r e e t which he 
operated from 184 7 t o 18 57. I n t h a t shop, Lori n g b u i l t the machinery 
of the steamer "John Hancock" and b u i l t the f i r s t r o t a r y p r i n t i n g press. 
With plans t o expand h i s business, he bought from the c i t y , f o r $35,000, 
a large t r a c t of land (approximately seven acres) c o n t a i n i n g some stone 
b u i l d i n g s a t C i t y P o i n t . This w a t e r f r o n t l o t , located on East F i r s t S treet 
between L and M S t r e e t s , was t o be the new s i t e of Loring's manufacturing 
yard. By 1860 the p l a n t , c a l l e d " C i t y Point Works", was b u i l d i n g i r o n 
steamships, t h e i r engines, b o i l e r s and vessels, m i l l machinery and various 
types of ironwork. Having bought out a chain manufacturing p l a n t (Cotton, 
H i l l and Co.), Loring incorporated h i s new "Boston Chain Works" i n t o the 
C i t y Point Works. Loring's yard, by 18 79, had constructed such i r o n 
steamships as the "Sestas", "Sontest", "South Carolina", "Massachusetts", 
" M i s s i s s i p p i " and "Merrimack" and the i r o n c l a d b a t t e r i e s "Nahant" and 

'*Canonicus". C i t y Point Works continued t o prosper i n the f o l l o w i n g years 
and was sold by Loring f o r $75,000 i n 1894. They were replaced w i t h i n 
twenty years by the monumental Boston Edison p l a n t . 

In the years f o l l o w i n g h i s purchase of the C i t y Point Works land i n 18 57, 
Loring had bought several smaller l o t s i n South Boston, i n c l u d i n g the s i t e 
of h i s own home a t 78 9 East Broadway. Loring purchased the l o t a t 789 
East Broadway from the C i t y of Boston f o r $6,104 i n the e a r l y 1860's. By 
1865, the land contained a stab l e (probably the same one which stands today) 
which housed several horses, c a r r i a g e s , and machinery. During t h a t year, 
the main house was b u i l t and Loring s t a r t e d l i v i n g t h e r e . S e l l i n g the 
house t o Abby J. VJalker of New York i n 1878 f o r $15,000, Loring continued 
t o l i v e i n i t (probably as a boarder) u n t i l 1895 when he repossessed the 
property from Walker. L o r i n g , having paid Walker's mortgage, r e s o l d the 
property t o Joseph D. F a l l o n f o r t h a t amount. F a l l o n owned the house 
u n t i l 1913 when he sold i t t o the Roman Cat h o l i c Archbishop f o r the 
$12,000 balance on the mortgage. 
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Under the ownership of the Catholic Church, the main house was used as a convent, the 
carriage house used as a chapel, and an enclosed passageway was built connecting the 
two. The property was sold to its present owner, John D. Dilorati, in 1967. 

After selling the property at 789 East Broadway in 1894, Loring lived as a tenant 
of another house at 883 East Broadway. He moved to Dorchester in 1896 and to Duxbury 
in 1898. He died on December 26, 1907 in the home of his sisters-in-law, at 
2 Cleveland Street in Roxbury. 
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The nominated property includes only the l o t on which the b u i l d i n g 
stands; i t i s described i n Boston Assessor's Records as parc e l #3925 
of ward 6. I t s boundary i s as f o l l o w s : 

Beginning a t the nort h w e s t e r l y corner of the premises, a t the southeasterly 
corner of Broadway and "M" S t r e e t ; 

thence running eastwardly bounded by Broadway, one hundred and seven 
and 67/100 (107.67) f e e t ; 

thence southwardly p a r a l l e l w i t h "M" S t r e e t , one hundred and t w e n t y - f i v e 
(125) f e e t ; 

thence westwardly p a r a l l e l w i t h Broadway, one hundred and seven and 
67/100 (107.67) f e e t ; 

and thence northwardly by "M" S t r e e t , one hundred and t w e n t y - f i v e 
(125) f e e t t o the p o i n t of the beginning. 

Containing t h i r t e e n thousand four hundred and f i f t y - e i g h t and 75/100 
(13,458.75) square f e e t more or l e s s . 

(Suffolk Deeds L1360 f l l l 3 , January 18, 1876) 
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2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

[ZD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CZI completeness 
CZI clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

CD original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZ] summary paragraph 
n completeness 
CZI clarity 
CZI applicable criteria 
im justification of areas checked 
[ZD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
Q justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CZ Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

July 20, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Ser\ace 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms: 

Boston - Charles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church ( local) 

Boston - ^ f e r r i s o n Loring House ( local) 

Chicopee - Valentine School ( local) 

Gardner - Heywood-Wakefield Conplex ( local) 

Greaif ie ld - Garden Theater Block ( local) 

Monterey - Rock Ridge ( local) 

P i t t s f i e l d - Allen Hotel ( local) 

Williamstown - Col. Benjarain Simond House ( local) 

A l l have been voted e l i g ib l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Of f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to coranent. Ccrmients received to date are attached to the 
ncanination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace J, 
Registra 
Massachus 

GJ/hi 
Enclosure 

Lrector 
Histor ical Coranission 

AUG , \ \983 


