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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

By 1770 college edifices in America had crystallized 
into a more or less standard pattern: a long mass three 
or four stories high, covered by a hipped roof with a 
pedimented pavillion and three entrance doors. Buckman 
Hall, on the campus of theUniversity of Florida, varies 
little from this format. Completed in 1907, it evokes a 
feeling of solidity and permanence characteristic of 
institutional structures. The building is three stories 
plus a garret in height. The plan consists of an elongated 
central section ending in wings. The roof of each wing 
slopes perpendicularly to the main roof creating front 
gables which are on parapets. Dormer windows project from 
the roof of the central section and a low crenellated wall 
goes around the entire base of the roof. The building is 
of common red brick construction with granite corner quoins 
above the belt course. Six bays project from the facade 
and rise two stories. Both on the bays and around the 
entrances stone has been set in for decorative purposes. 
All windows, of which there is an abundance by necessity, 
are double hung sash. Brick window lintels project above 
the dormer and third story windows and a very thin cornice 
resembling a string course delineates the base of the roof.

Still in use today, Buckman Hall provides a dormitory 
space for University students.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In October of 1905, the architectural plans for the 
first of the new university buildings were drawn up by 
Edwards and Walter s', a South Carolina architectural firm 
officially selected for the job. Construction of the 
dormitories was given priority, with a chapel, adminis­ 
tration building and classroom buildings to follow soon 
afterward. A motion by P. K. Yonge to adopt a Tudp^?- ' 
Gothic style of architecture was passed by the board. 
Bidding commenced immediately and the W. T. Hadlow Com- 
pany^of Jacksonville, Florida received the construction 
contracts with a bid of $72,250. Of the two brick dorm­ 
itories begun in 1905, the smaller building was named 
Buckman Hall in honor of Henry Buckman "the legislative 
leader who had done so much to bring about educational 
consolidation." (The Buckman Act, 1905), The north end of 
the building was used for classrooms until after World War II

The building is today used as a dormitory for male 
students and remains an integral part of the University 
of Florida campus. As such it is reflective of academic 
architecture which becanu 
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Proctor, Samuel. The University of Florida: It's Early Years
1853-1906. Gainesville:
1958. 

The University Record. Vol. II

University of Florida Press, 

:, No. 3. (August, 1907).
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