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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Barlow Road waa opened in 1846* The aoat coranonly rafarrad to 
sites along the route fro* Mt. Hood westward ara Suanit Meadows, Rock 
Corral* and "Jester's Plata** at Eagle Croak.

Rock Corral ia not a corral built of rock, instead it ia a rather large 
rock around which the pioneers circled their wagons and later around which 
they constructed a pole corral.

The "lock" ia unique itself in that it ia not a typical feature in the 
area. It ia one of only two such rocks in the vicinity.

The "Rock" ia located very naar (shout 5$ foot) the aaat property lino 
separating public lands from private, and a dirt road runs hetween the 
two. Flooding and nan1 a activities have pretty naar araaad all traces 
of the Barlow toad, the oorral has rotted away, and young growth Douglas- 
fir (40-50 years old) has encroached upon any clearing that must have 
existed. Bat the "lock" ia there with traces of soot on taa bottom- 
side of ita overhanging edge, and roughly four Inches below the present 
ground surface ia a deposit of charcoal and ash.

To the aaat of the "Bock" on the private land housing construction ia 
taking place. To the waat of taa "Bock* ara 80 aeraa of publicly owaad 
land (revested Oregon * California Railroad Grant Lands - B.L.M.). Public 
access is provided by a county road that runs through the public land 
roughly from the northeast corner to the southwest corner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Weatward migration eatabllahed the Oregon Trail in 1841. Of tha difficulties 
encountered on the trail, nothing preaented a* fomldable on obataela aa 
the Caacada Mcnataina.

In tha baglnning, tha only routa frwt the Dallaa to tha Willamtta Vallay 
waa dovn taa Colwobla livar mi bataaua. Tha trip waa dangarava, axpaa«iYa, 
and tha acarcity of boata catiaad long dalaya.

Thia lillMM iapallad Sawnal Barlow to aaarch for altarnativaa af tar laad- 
ing liia party to Tha Dallaa in 1845. Encouraged by information about 
Indian traila over the •otmtaiao, ha and hia party pioneered a rood 
aromd the sooth aide of Motmt Hood* Co&atruction of the road the follow 
ing auMar gave wagon trains a land route over too Caaeade Mountaina.

The route woo a hard and daageroua one. To clinb out of Tygh Valley, the 
pioneera hod to double-up their tea*** For the trip down Laurel Hill, 
they hod to alow their deecont by locking their wheela, uaing ropea, and 
dragging logo*

Rock Corral waa one of favorite canpaitea on the weat alope of the 
Caeeado** Once at Rock Corral the hardeat and ooot daageroua port of 
the trip* Laurel Hill, waa behind thorn, and only one moro rough aection, 
the Devil'e Backbone, lav between the emigrant* and the fertile wlllanotte 
Valley of Oregon Territory.
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