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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A post office is obviously significant in the categories of communication
and government, for the building provides shelter for the daily processing of
mail and government business such as Selective Service, a U.S. Agriculture
Department, and other offices. However, the 1908 Watertown Post Office is also
representative of postal institutions built during the early 1900's for two
reasons: its use of limestone facing and its display of Second Renaissance
Revival Architecture. Other cities used similar designs which show how people
and the government around 1900 believed post offices should look. Yet, let
us not forget that to Watertown this structure also represents one of the better
examples of academic architecture in the city and is important to their
structural development.

Construction of the Post Office began on July 1, 1908, and it was not completed
until late 1909. 1In 1933, it became apparent that the postal facilities were
too small, which resulted in an addition that was sympathetic to the building's
design. Up to this time, the structure has served the people of Watertown and
the surrounding area for over seventy years.

However, in 1976 the city will have a new facility which leaves the buiiding's
future in doubt. Many citizens, including the local historical society,
believe the structure is important to Watertown's heritage and are
concerned that the structure might be removed. Therefore, because of the structure S
significance, as stated in paragraph one, and the desire of local citizens to see
the building properly recognized, the site is submitted to the National Register of
Historic Sites.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Second Renaissance Revival Watertown Post Office is two stories tall
and made of two different shades of cut limestone as well as a different
type of stone foundation. A balustraded roof line with an American eagle
at its center adorns this building which is three bays wide and five bays
long. First floor windows are compound Roman arches with keystone and
form an arcade-like appearance on the structure's facade. These openings
also feature sixteen muntin divided sashes with a mullion and transom.

Square windows with six sash divisions appear on all second floor windows.
These feature bracketed lugsills and are double hung.

The middle bay on the front (west) facade features the main entrance
which has a round arched surround and a black grill work in its transom with
the letters "U" and "S" overlapping each other. Double doors with center
glass lead to the building's Tlobby. )
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Originally, the Post Office was symmetrical and reetamgutarin shape.
But in 1933, increased post office needs required more space, and an addition
to the rear was the result. This addition was rather sympathetic to the original
design by using similar windows, design features, and limestone, which was
slightly lighter in color. Later on, a loading dock was also added. However,
this building's front facade is almost exactly 1ike it was in 1908. The interior
also has retained most of its original appearance.
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