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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Brazeale Homestead is located in the community of Pine Grove in southwest
Dallas County. The homestead is a complex of structures built from the 1850's
through the turn of the century. The main structure in this ensemble is a
dwelling, (#1 on the attached map) originally built as a single pen log
structure, circa 1853, by Benjamin F. Brazeale. After the Civil War, a

frame pen was added, creating a dog-trot. Near the turn of the century
further additions were made, creating the house seen today. The structure

is a one and one-half story central hall house with rear ell. Resting on a
stone foundation the house is clad in weatherboard and is covered by two
gable roofs, one running north-south over the main block, the other east-west
over the ell. A brick exterior chimney stands on the north gable end of the
main block. Fenestration throughout the structure is single. Of note is

the lack of fenestration in the original log pen.

Located around the main dwelling to the north and east are several ancillary
structures.

#2 Used as a tenet/sharecropper dwelling, this wood frame structure
was originally a dog-trot. Covered with board and batten siding,
the house rests on a stone foundation. The passageway was enclosed
and covered with weatherboards. A gable roof sheathed in wood
shingles covers the structure. A brick exterior chimmey stands
on the south gable end. A second chimney, now fallen, stood on
the opposite gable end.

#3 This small wood frame structure is believed to be a detached kitchen.
Clad with board and batten siding, the structure is covered by a
gable roof. The west gable end has a brick chimmney. A door,
centered in the south facade is flanked by a window on each side.

The east facade has one window.

#4 The original part of this structure is a log double crib with
driveway barn. Attached to the east side is a one room wood frame
addition. One gable roof sheathed in wood shingles covers this
entire log and roof structure. A wood frame shed addition exists
on the north facade.

The remaining five structures of varying construction dates on the homestead were
all originally the same in plan. Like structure #9, all began as one and
one-half story one-room buildings covered by a gable roof. Although all are

of wood frame construction buildings #5 and #9 are clad in board and batten
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siding while buildings #6, #7, and #8 are clad with horizontal board siding.
Each structure illustrates a different evolutionary form of what was
originally a one-room outbuilding. Structure #7 has an open shed addition
on the south side while #5 has a similar addition on the north side. A
large shed roof addition to structure #8 contains a driveway and an
enclosed section. Structure #6 has an enclosed shed addition on both sides.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brazeale Homestead, an eleven structure complex, is a valuable resource
to the settlement and architectural and agricultural history of Dallas County.
Benjamin F. Brazeale came to the rich agricultural area of Pine Grove in the
mid-1840's. In the early 1850's he built a log hall and parlor house. This
house constitutes the oldest section of the current main dwelling on the
homestead and is one of three remaining pre-Civil War houses in Dallas

County. After the Civil War a second pen was added to the south of the

log house creating a dog-trot. Later the dog-trot was enclosed and near

the turn-of-the-century a rear ell was added to the structure. The structure
is an excellent example of how a dwelling evolves to fit changing and

growing needs a family and farm during the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. This homestead also represents the evolution of agricultural/
economic systems. The tenant/sharecropper house, an enclosed dog-trot,
represents the typical housing provided for the farm labor system that
replaced the plantation/slave system. Also reflecting this evolution of
systems is the later use of the detached kitchen as a dwelling for farm
laborers. The remaining ancillary structures reflect a large farm's
organizational plan for servicing human needs, livestock, feed and agricultural
equipment. Included are a well, a cistern, several wood frame storage
buildings, two wood frame barns and one log barn. The later structure is

the only surviving example of a double crib with driveway barn, a common early
form, in Dallas County.

Acreage: 40
Quadrangle Name: Ouachita Quadrangle Scale: 1:24000
UTM Reference: A 15 521880/3746130
B 15 521870/3745740
C 15 521480/3745750
D 15 521490/3746160
Verbal Boundary Description:
To include the main house and all ancillary structures and to protect
the rural setting of this homestead:
NW% of the SW4% of section 17, T10S RI16W.
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