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The Alien Welton House is a modest one-and-one-half-story wood frame 
house in the Gothic Revival style. The original part of the house 
is five bays wide by two bays deep. The foundation is of tooled 
sandstone with margins. The front features a central entrance flanked 
by two pairs of windows. The steeply-pitched gable roof is parallel 
to the road and is intersected by a double lancet window with 
quatrefoil tracery. The house has board and batten siding. There is 
horizontal flush siding under the porch. Windows are double-hung, 
with 6/6 lights, and have architrave trim and shutters. The front 
door frame has a flattened Gothic arch molding.

An illustration of the Welton House in the 18?4 Summit County atlas1 
shows that the house originally had two interior end chimneysi now 
there is one outside end chimney on the east wall. The porch over 
the front stoop apparently is a replacement, although it is the same 
size as the original one. The porch steps, of tooled stone with 
margins, are original.

In 1950* the Welton House was remodeled inside and a long one-and- 
one-half-story addition was built on to the house at the rear.2 These 
changes were designed by Firestone & Cassidy, Architects, of Akron. 
Remodeling of the original Welton House included new floors and 
woodwork and a new fireplace. The addition consisted of a utility 
room, workshop, garage, breakfast room, and an enclosed porch on the 
first floor, and a bedroom in the half-story. The addition features 
the same board and batten siding and architrave window trim as the 
original main block.

The Welton House is situated on a semi-rural road. It is surrounded 
by sixty-two acres of field and woods. There is a bank barn with a 
stone foundation and vertical siding, and a privy. A milk house, 
about forty years old, stands near the road adjacent to the driveway. 
The latter is not included with this nomination.

Combination Atlas Map of Summit County ( Philadelphia * Tackabury, 
Mead & Moffett, 18?4), p. 101.

Interview with Harry R. Harpham, Boston Township, Ohio, 10 April 
1978. Information about the alterations to the house is based on 
this interview? an interior inspection was not permitted.
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The Alien Welton House Is a modest farmhouse in the Gothic Revival 
style. It was built about 185^ for Alien Welton, "one of the pioneer 
dairymen of the Western Reserve. "1 Welton had emigrated to Boston 
township from New York State, He operated two cheese factories in 
the township, one of which was on the Welton farmstead, Despite a 
large addition at the rear, the Welton House retains its architectural 
integrity; it appears nearly identical to an illustration of the house 
that appeared in the Summit County atlas of

History

Alien Welton was born in Vermont on July 18, 1809. As a young man he 
worked as a store clerk, and later went to New York State, where he 
was variously employed, "One of his first enterprises proved a 
disaster," according to a story recounted in the Centennial History 
of Summit County, Welton had acquired a wood yard, and "on one 
occasion he chopped ^00. cords of wood, only to see it swept away by 
the sudden uprising of a river," 2 In New York, Welton married Sarah 
Striker. They had five children* Francis (who died at an early age), 
George, William, John, and Ellen, Francis must have died prior to 
1850, for his name does not appear in the census records for that 
year i all of the other Welton children were born after Alien and Sarah 
Welton had emigrated to Ohio. 3

Alien Welton went first to Cleveland, then to Bedford, and shortly 
afterward to Boston township, south of Peninsula, where he settled.^

William Henry Perrin, ed, , History of Summit County (Chicago i 
Baskin & Battey, Historical Publishers, 1 681), p. 90?,

2 William B, Doyle, ed. and comp. , Centennial History of Summit
County, Ohio and Representative Citizens (Chicago/ Biographical 
Publishing Company, 1908) , pp. 893-89^,

3̂Federal Population Census of Ohio, 18 JO, Summit County, Boston,
P. 536.

Doyle, Centennial History of Summit County, p, 89^-.
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Here Welton purchased 125 acres from Z. Tomlinson and W. Warner,in 
18^-6.5 He cleared and cultivated the land and, by 1852, he had 
increased his holdings to 284 acres on both the north and south sides 
of Major Road. The 1852 tax map for Boston township shows that 
Welton had built a "barn valued at $200, but the present Welton House 
had not yet been built, The house appears on the 1856 map of Summit 
County, however, indicating that the Welton House was constructed 
sometime between these years,°

Alien Welton was married a second time, to Louisa A. Thompson, in 
1852. Louisa, the daughter of Mills and Catherine Thompson, was born 
at Hudson, Ohio, in 1831. Louisa and Alien had five children* Frank, 
Cora, Emma, Hattie, and Iva.?

Alien Welton was a prominent dairyman and farmer in Boston township. 
At one time he milked forty cows. According to one local history,

He was a man of many practical ideas and began making 
cheese at home, the industry soon growing to such 
proportions that he built a cheese factory, which was 
the first one in Summit County, and later operated another 
factory at Bath, which his son Frank helped him to conduct.

Welton was a member and leader of the Ohio Dairymen's Association. 
He served as county commissioner and township trustee, and was active 
in the church. He founded the Congregational Sunday school.8

Alien Welton died on April 3, 18?8. Louisa Welton continued living on

^Summit County, Ohio, Deeds, Vol. 11, p. 33.

Boston Township Tax lap (1852), located in the Summit County 
Building Annex, ?2 S. High Street, Akron, Ohioi and Map of Summit 
County, Ohio, from actual surveys by Hosea Paul, Civil Engineer & 
Surveyor, Cuyahoga Falls (Philadelphia? Matthews & Taintor, 1856).

7'Pernn, History of Summit County, p. 90?.
Q

Doyle, Centennial History of Summit County, p.
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the family farm. Their daughter, Cora Welton, married Walter Hunt} 
they lived in the Welton House and carried on the dairy farm until 
about

"ibid,j and Interview with Harry R, Harpham, Boston Township, 
Ohio, 10 April 1978.

Item Number 9   continued

Perrin, William Henry, ed. History of Summit County. Chicago« Baskin 
& Battey, Historical Publishers, 1881.

Item Number 10   continued

proceed due north for a distance of 150 meters? then proceed due east 
on a line parallel with Major Road for a distance of 120 metersj then 
proceed due south to Major Road? then proceed west along the northern 
edge of Major Road to the point of origin.


